BRAINERD COMMUNITY SURVEY 01
RESULTS AND FEEDBACK
SEPTEMBER, 2018

COMMUNITY SURVEY 01
BRAINERD COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE
ONLINE SURVEY RESULTS

REPORT FOR THE BRAINERD COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SURVEY
An online community survey was published on July 3, 2018 and was available until September 17,
2018. 633 people completed the online survey. It is important to note that the responses in this
survey are the opinions of the survey respondents and not opinions of the entire Brainerd population.
The detailed summary of their responses is as follows.
Some comments include sensitive material and may be unpleasant to certain stakeholders,
departments, residences, city programs and/or services.

RESPONSE COUNTS
Completion Rate:				60.1%
Complete

381

Partial

252

Disqualified

0

TOTAL			

633

IMAGINEbrainerd - Brainerd's Vision for the Future

Q1 Please select the following that best describes you:
Answered: 631

Skipped: 2
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

I live within the city limits of Brainerd

37.88%

239

I live in the greater Brainerd Area

31.85%

201

I work in Brainerd

15.85%

100

I play in Brainerd

3.65%

23

I own property in Brainerd

2.69%

17

I am a business owner in Brainerd

2.06%

13

Other (please specify)

6.02%

38

TOTAL

631

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Former resident & frequent visitor

9/17/2018 3:34 PM

2

Moving to Brainerd next year

9/17/2018 2:33 PM

3

Former Brainerd Area Resident

9/17/2018 11:40 AM

4

I grew up there mom still lives there

9/17/2018 8:57 AM

5

I live, own property, work and play in Brainerd

9/17/2018 7:48 AM

6

I lived in and near Brainerd 26 yrs

9/16/2018 10:32 PM

7

Moving to/ visit often

9/16/2018 4:16 PM

8

Own a seasonal home in Nisswa

9/16/2018 2:20 PM

9

I grew up there

9/16/2018 2:04 PM
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10

I lived in Brainerd for 20 years and it remains in my heart. I want it to thrive!

9/16/2018 12:29 PM

11

Visitor for annual vacation

9/16/2018 11:50 AM

12

I lived in Baxter for 15 years, and worked in Brainerd.

9/16/2018 11:45 AM

13

Grew up there and visit friends and family

9/16/2018 11:37 AM

14

Previous resident.

9/16/2018 11:10 AM

15

Property owner in greater Brnd area, graduate of Brainerd High

9/16/2018 7:42 AM

16

I live in Baxter, work in Brainerd, school my kids in Brainerd, and play in Brainerd.

9/13/2018 12:49 PM

17

Live in Baxter, work and own property in Brainerd

9/13/2018 11:39 AM

18

Staples

9/11/2018 6:50 AM

19

Active duty military plan to return upon retirement

9/1/2018 12:45 PM

20

twin cities

8/30/2018 4:32 PM

21

I live in Baxter

8/27/2018 3:03 PM

22

Born and raised in Brainerd, but moved for work.

8/24/2018 8:34 PM

23

I own property near Brainerd

8/24/2018 8:24 PM

24

I own a home in Baxter

8/23/2018 9:36 PM

25

have a Brainerd address, but not in city limits - have a home based business. Work & play in
brainerd.

8/23/2018 2:22 PM

26

I live in and am a business owner in greater Brd area. Work, play in Brainerd

8/23/2018 10:59 AM

27

I both own property in Brainerd and live in the greater Brainerd area.

8/23/2018 8:32 AM

28

I live in the Crosslake area and shop in Brainerd.

8/23/2018 6:54 AM

29

grew up in Brainerd, live in Baxter

8/17/2018 5:32 PM

30

Interned for The City of Brainerd

8/13/2018 7:23 PM

31

I visit Brainerd

8/2/2018 7:09 PM

32

Live in city limits, work in Baxter, own home in Brainerd

7/20/2018 6:03 PM

33

My parents live in brainerd and I go to school out of state

7/20/2018 12:23 PM

34

visit Brainerd often, son lives there

7/11/2018 11:53 AM

35

We live just off Gilbert lake.

7/11/2018 12:08 AM

36

Grew up in Brainerd

7/10/2018 6:47 PM

37

40 year resident now in Chicago

7/5/2018 5:51 AM

38

I own vacation property near Brainerd.

7/3/2018 7:21 PM
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Q2 Please select your age:
Answered: 632

Skipped: 1
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

12 and under

0.00%

0

13-17

0.47%

3

18-25

6.17%

39

26-35

21.84%

138

36-45

24.84%

157

46-54

16.14%

102

55-65

20.57%

130

66-74

8.23%

52

75-84

1.74%

11

85+

0.00%

0

TOTAL

632
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Q3 How long have you lived in Brainerd?
Answered: 630

Skipped: 3

Less than 1
year
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11-15 years

16-20 years

More than 20
years
I do not live
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Less than 1 year

2.70%

17

1-5 years

13.49%

85

6-10 years

8.89%

56

11-15 years

6.83%

43

16-20 years

7.78%

49

More than 20 years

41.90%

264

I do not live in Brainerd

18.41%

116

TOTAL

630
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Q4 Please select your zip code:
Answered: 629

Skipped: 4

56401
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56449

Other (please
specify)
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ANSWER CHOICES
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56401

61.69%

388

56425

15.26%

96

56468

4.29%

27

56473

0.95%

6

56441

2.38%

15

56447

0.00%

0

56449

1.59%

10

Other (please specify)

13.83%

87

TOTAL

629

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

55438

9/17/2018 3:35 PM

2

30742

9/17/2018 3:34 PM

3

Not sure yet

9/17/2018 2:33 PM

4

56472

9/17/2018 1:48 AM

5

56465

9/16/2018 9:34 PM

6

56444

9/16/2018 8:56 PM
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7

55305

9/16/2018 4:16 PM

8

55116

9/16/2018 12:29 PM

9

56472

9/16/2018 12:15 PM

10

75244

9/16/2018 11:50 AM

11

55331

9/16/2018 11:37 AM

12

56465

9/16/2018 11:18 AM

13

56444

9/16/2018 10:19 AM

14

56435

9/16/2018 9:58 AM

15

55311

9/16/2018 9:03 AM

16

56474

9/16/2018 9:01 AM

17

56435

9/16/2018 8:34 AM

18

56345

9/16/2018 7:44 AM

19

56472

9/15/2018 12:38 PM

20

56479

9/13/2018 1:52 PM

21

56427

9/13/2018 12:51 PM

22

56472

9/13/2018 11:44 AM

23

56474

9/13/2018 11:37 AM

24

56472

9/13/2018 11:28 AM

25

56359

9/13/2018 11:26 AM

26

56479

9/13/2018 11:13 AM

27

55386

9/13/2018 8:58 AM

28

56465

9/12/2018 2:46 PM

29

56345

9/12/2018 1:48 PM

30

55432

9/12/2018 9:29 AM

31

56444

9/11/2018 8:24 PM

32

56465

9/11/2018 2:49 PM

33

56472

9/11/2018 10:41 AM

34

56345

9/11/2018 10:10 AM

35

56479

9/11/2018 6:50 AM

36

56455

9/10/2018 11:12 AM

37

56465

9/7/2018 8:08 AM

38

56431

9/5/2018 7:36 AM

39

56465

9/4/2018 12:06 PM

40

55433

9/2/2018 9:55 PM

41

56482

8/31/2018 11:28 AM

42

55118

8/30/2018 4:32 PM

43

56377

8/30/2018 1:35 PM

44

56301

8/30/2018 1:34 PM

45

56465

8/27/2018 12:09 PM

46

56537

8/27/2018 11:26 AM

47

56455

8/26/2018 3:51 PM
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48

56472

8/24/2018 8:24 PM

49

56465

8/24/2018 12:46 PM

50

56474

8/24/2018 9:56 AM

51

56444

8/24/2018 9:25 AM

52

56465

8/23/2018 1:04 PM

53

56472

8/23/2018 11:51 AM

54

56465

8/23/2018 11:12 AM

55

56477

8/23/2018 10:46 AM

56

56459

8/23/2018 10:32 AM

57

56442

8/23/2018 8:33 AM

58

56472

8/23/2018 8:11 AM

59

56442

8/23/2018 6:54 AM

60

56431

8/21/2018 1:30 PM

61

56444

8/16/2018 8:43 PM

62

56455

8/16/2018 6:22 AM

63

56472

8/13/2018 11:52 PM

64

55433

8/13/2018 7:23 PM

65

56472

8/13/2018 6:42 PM

66

55044

8/13/2018 2:36 PM

67

55112

8/13/2018 2:31 PM

68

50310

8/2/2018 7:09 PM

69

56444

8/2/2018 10:36 AM

70

55320

8/1/2018 1:45 PM

71

56442

7/30/2018 5:01 PM

72

55304

7/30/2018 11:39 AM

73

56465

7/30/2018 10:34 AM

74

56444

7/30/2018 10:31 AM

75

56444

7/27/2018 7:53 AM

76

56474

7/24/2018 5:58 PM

77

55113

7/20/2018 2:44 PM

78

56455

7/12/2018 11:32 AM

79

56373

7/11/2018 11:53 AM

80

56465

7/11/2018 12:52 AM

81

56465

7/11/2018 12:30 AM

82

56465

7/11/2018 12:22 AM

83

56444

7/10/2018 11:23 PM

84

27502

7/10/2018 6:47 PM

85

73025

7/6/2018 6:24 PM

86

55436

7/3/2018 7:21 PM

87

56573

7/3/2018 12:14 PM
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Q5 How would you describe the community character of Brainerd?
Answered: 393

Skipped: 240

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Has amazing potential but is declining very fast

9/17/2018 6:50 PM

2

Slow revival

9/17/2018 6:47 PM

3

I would describe Brainerd as a quaint small town with great people.

9/17/2018 5:27 PM

4

"Overgrown" small town, primarily retail/tourist driven businesses

9/17/2018 3:40 PM

5

Struggling to overcome the economic downturn of the last 20 years and fighting to keep drugs and
the crime they bring with them at bay. Brainerd has a long and rich history that it needs to dig into
and build upon. It's people are hard-working, friendly and willing to come together for a common
goal if presented in a way that resonates for them.

9/17/2018 2:50 PM

6

Lack of foresight and opportunity. Behind the times.

9/17/2018 11:25 AM

7

Mostly safe. Not a lot of diversity.

9/17/2018 11:22 AM

8

older busy but nice sometimes traffic is bad

9/17/2018 11:08 AM

9

well rounded not enough industry to support well paying jobs

9/17/2018 9:02 AM

10

Historic, unappreciated.

9/17/2018 8:14 AM

11

Downtown Brainerd does not look inviting, even for locals.

9/17/2018 8:00 AM

12

Confused yet hopeful, optimistic but disjointed

9/17/2018 7:58 AM

13

Going down hill

9/17/2018 7:53 AM

14

Friendly but cautious

9/17/2018 4:31 AM

15

Lots of opportunity to play and have recreational fun.

9/16/2018 11:45 PM

16

Brainerd proper doesn't have much character or charm, unfortunately. Its reputation is mostly lowincome, high crime, waiting to make a comeback. The Brainerd Lakes Area has a much different
community character feel, since it caters to seasonal and tourist populations. It's more high-end,
better retail options and feels safer.

9/16/2018 11:21 PM

17

I’ve lived in Brainerd for 25 plus yrs, I don’t feel or have ever felt a sense of community, and the
past 10 yrs it’s going down hill, some Brainerd neighborhoods are run down rentals and people
living in them don’t care about how they live, it’s become a cesspool of drugs and alcohol

9/16/2018 11:08 PM

18

Older unkept buildings , tired

9/16/2018 11:05 PM

19

Struggling. The community struggles with drug/crime rates; struggles with high housing costs;
struggles with crowded classrooms; struggles to provide jobs with a living wage.

9/16/2018 10:26 PM

20

hard-working

9/16/2018 10:23 PM

21

The community character is a bit standoffish, and sometimes intraverted. It feels very blue collar
much of the time with people going about thier business with little acknowledgement of those
around them. We seem to lack a common connection.

9/16/2018 10:04 PM

22

Run down, outdated, low income

9/16/2018 9:50 PM

23

An aging low income community that needs to be revitalized. All the money is in Baxter and
Nisswa.

9/16/2018 9:48 PM

24

Creative blue collar folks attempting to revitalize a tired city.

9/16/2018 9:45 PM

25

Currently, feels discombobulated. There is a large divide in incomes, which makes it somewhat
difficult to pull in affordable, but nice/somewhat upscale and healthy restaurants and shops.
Downtown could be great, but still needs a lot of work.

9/16/2018 9:31 PM

26

Tourist town

9/16/2018 9:14 PM
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27

Old and tired - assuming I should not include Baxter

9/16/2018 9:01 PM

28

While older buildings are beautiful, Brainerd looks so torn down and almost trashy, especially
going down 371.

9/16/2018 8:37 PM

29

Asshole stubborn

9/16/2018 8:37 PM

30

Under the poverty limit.

9/16/2018 8:16 PM

31

Unsafe

9/16/2018 8:16 PM

32

A repetitive effort to move ahead with changing technology and ideas and a battle with those
unwilling to change. Many people are nice though.

9/16/2018 7:48 PM

33

Disjointed. Not a clear consistent character.

9/16/2018 7:19 PM

34

brainerd need to get more buisness's in brainerd so that brainerd can keep going

9/16/2018 6:19 PM

35

Old and run down

9/16/2018 6:02 PM

36

Small town with a focus on being the lakes area

9/16/2018 4:57 PM

37

As a whole brainerd lakes area we are hard working and caring. But in the city of brainerd it is run
down and tired. I would not come to downtown brainerd to shop there is nothing here for me
except work. The employment rate is very high and there is not a very good trasportation system
in place here.

9/16/2018 4:45 PM

38

scarey

9/16/2018 4:33 PM

39

old fashioned, run down in most parts

9/16/2018 3:30 PM

40

A city that lost good paying jobs and now struggles with jobs that do not pay a living wage.

9/16/2018 2:54 PM

41

Historic

9/16/2018 2:27 PM

42

Poverty and republican

9/16/2018 2:08 PM

43

It’s a good place to live

9/16/2018 1:38 PM

44

Poor

9/16/2018 1:08 PM

45

Good

9/16/2018 12:51 PM

46

Resilient and long lasting

9/16/2018 12:45 PM

47

Warm and welcoming although divisive at times in terms of school funding and politics

9/16/2018 12:32 PM

48

Small town, but regional center.

9/16/2018 12:00 PM

49

Current character is a run-down town. It appears the businesses and activities are moving to
newer looking Baxter. BRD has the "charm" of being a place of MN history, but has a long way to
go in order to be more attractive physically to visitors and shoppers. It also has a feeling of being
an unsafe place for me and my family to visit at night.

9/16/2018 11:48 AM

50

Disjointed

9/16/2018 11:48 AM

51

Wonderful small neighborhoods of single family homes, group living settings and LOTS of rentals
that create challenges for the city. Great arts scene downtown and some good shopping.

9/16/2018 11:45 AM

52

.

9/16/2018 11:34 AM

53

friendly

9/16/2018 11:03 AM

54

Paul Bunyan vacationland.

9/16/2018 10:43 AM

55

Dismal; uninviting

9/16/2018 10:36 AM

56

Delapidated and absolutely no place for decent shopping or dining

9/16/2018 10:24 AM

57

tired

9/16/2018 10:21 AM

58

Disjointed

9/16/2018 10:18 AM

59

Fractured. There are two groups of people, those that have a level of income above and beyond
the median of the area and those below. It makes brainerd very different based on who you talk to

9/16/2018 10:14 AM
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60

Pass through. Terrible parking, terrible streets. Brainerd is more than downtown. To me it is a
place I go through to get to where I am going. It is not usually my final destination. I really get the
feeling that no one wants to develop there. It's kind of sad. I think the Riverwalk development is a
great idea.

9/16/2018 10:12 AM

61

In decline-but hopeful for the future with the chamber's efforts and the school district passing a
referendum including a community performing arts venue that will bring people to Brainerd.

9/16/2018 10:02 AM

62

Lacking, with an elderly community, high teen pregnancy and sti rates, and an extremely
Republican base Brainerd is not a great place for young people. Hopefully CLC will become a
university and give rise to a sustainable year round economy in the BLA.

9/16/2018 10:02 AM

63

All kinds of people are in this town from artists to the poorer population. People from other cultures
are moving here. Most are here for the recreational activities.

9/16/2018 9:56 AM

64

Welcoming and relaxing

9/16/2018 9:53 AM

65

Nice size and easy to get around. Community feel with local service organizations that help unite
people. The downtown is needing a better mix of stores to draw people to shop there.

9/16/2018 9:34 AM

66

NOT living as a real community, living in their separate homes. Baxter is the same way. Going to
work, going home, staying home. Driving every where, NOT walking or biking. This has potential
to change!:)

9/16/2018 9:32 AM

67

What Community character? Brained has become Baxter's ghetto.

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

68

Distinct from Baxter. Brainerd has always been the community with character; this is hard to
describe. Brainerd has the history of the area, something "new" can't have. For me personally,
Brainerd always had a strong "city" vibe even though it was small and rural. It's artist vibe, older
vibe, historical vibe, is what gives it it's character.

9/16/2018 9:17 AM

69

Character in a community is a strong emphasis on where the city has been with a hint of where it's
going. I think using the town's history especially in the downtown should be an emphasis

9/16/2018 9:14 AM

70

To my knowledge there is none.

9/16/2018 9:14 AM

71

It is slowly moving from negative to somewhat positive. Small town, eclectic businesses, affordable
housing, sidewalks (walkable.)

9/16/2018 9:12 AM

72

Little-no ambition

9/16/2018 9:09 AM

73

Collaborative

9/16/2018 9:08 AM

74

The very best example of “ MN NICE”

9/16/2018 9:07 AM

75

trying

9/16/2018 9:03 AM

76

Friendly and open

9/16/2018 8:56 AM

77

Very friendly

9/16/2018 8:54 AM

78

Old and uncaring

9/16/2018 8:54 AM

79

Falling short of what are community could actually be. We have let Baxter kind of take over the
area and grow.

9/16/2018 8:53 AM

80

Brainerd is where many people travel to buy necessities, to save money, and for entertainment.

9/16/2018 8:38 AM

81

Old

9/16/2018 8:24 AM

82

passive

9/16/2018 8:21 AM

83

vacation focused

9/16/2018 8:02 AM

84

Trying to regain its sense of community, especially with respect to creating a thriving downtown

9/16/2018 7:57 AM

85

Overly conservative and politically frightened

9/16/2018 7:47 AM

86

slowly emerging from a dowdy, outdated, hypo-conservative old maid to an old maid who will listen
to new ideas and who is willing to try some new ideas

9/15/2018 7:22 PM

87

Old, no vision for improvement. Lack of connectivity.

9/15/2018 2:05 PM

88

Very likable.

9/15/2018 1:24 PM

89

Old and run-down; difficult to get from point A to point B.

9/15/2018 11:18 AM

10 / 177

IMAGINEbrainerd - Brainerd's Vision for the Future
90

Low because it is often compared to Baxter. Downtown and many residential areas need to be
cleaned up.

9/15/2018 11:03 AM

91

Big city amenities, small town feel.

9/14/2018 4:12 PM

92

shabby - we have some beautiful spaces, but we also have too many rundown, poorly maintained
spaces

9/14/2018 1:26 PM

93

shabby - some areas are great while others are frightening and often those areas are right next to
each other

9/14/2018 1:17 PM

94

Many areas of Brainerd are clean and well kept, home like, well respected yards and homes

9/14/2018 11:57 AM

95

old and dying

9/14/2018 9:20 AM

96

hardworking, independent, traditional, conservative

9/14/2018 8:08 AM

97

Transient, starter homes, low income

9/13/2018 3:58 PM

98

Provincial

9/13/2018 3:11 PM

99

Run down

9/13/2018 2:45 PM

100

Undefined - Stuck in a rut - Sparks of hope that continually fizzle out

9/13/2018 2:15 PM

101

Somewhat left in the past. I haven't seen a great deal on innovation until recently. We are
contemplating moving to the area, but Brainerd seems somewhat stagnant.

9/13/2018 2:00 PM

102

A very busy place with lots going on all year round, but mostly in the summer. The east side
definitely needs more businesses, attractions, reasons to go to that side. Its kind of dying out and
being neglected or looked over, it seems. Also, the outer areas of Brainerd seem to be the real
attraction. We need more things in the down town area and inside the city limits.

9/13/2018 1:50 PM

103

The Brainerd Lakes Area is a fine place to live. Like any community, we have our problems. We
are rural and largely conservative. We could stand to be more inclusive and progressive.

9/13/2018 1:05 PM

104

Looks old and some areas need to get updated or cleaned up.

9/13/2018 12:56 PM

105

somewhat quaint, somewhat rundown and neglected

9/13/2018 12:54 PM

106

A subset of the lakes tourism area

9/13/2018 12:34 PM

107

Quiet, laid back, drive through city for tourists.

9/13/2018 12:29 PM

108

Small town where you know the shoppers at the grocery store and your neighbors are all friendly.
At the same time there are options for retail, entertainment etc that fit the interests of many.

9/13/2018 12:12 PM

109

Doesn't feel so tight knit. Several different groups define the area and probably don't see too much
in common.

9/13/2018 12:11 PM

110

As a city in a destination lakes area, there isn't any tourist draws besides grocery and liquor stores.

9/13/2018 12:01 PM

111

Varied. We have elements of small-town America, with lots of community pride. We have lots of
poverty and people living on the margins.

9/13/2018 12:00 PM

112

The community character of Brainerd is that of a some what backwoods city. It is a very quiet city
but somewhat cliquey. It is the standard up north city that needs some improvement.

9/13/2018 11:51 AM

113

Dirty, run down, poor. I'm sure there are rich areas, but you don't see them driving down the main
roads.

9/13/2018 11:49 AM

114

Tourist focused, community for the wealthy, safe, controlled, afraid to offend anyone, lacks
patriotism, tries to include all at the expense of others, nice town, mostly nice people, needs to
maintain common sense and mix old and new ideas for the benefit of the people who live and work
in this community.

9/13/2018 11:40 AM

115

I won't even go downtown, it is dirty and full of rental places.

9/13/2018 11:39 AM

116

Paul Bunyan, Central Lakes College, Ski Loons, downtown are 4 of the things I think of in regards
to community character

9/13/2018 11:37 AM

117

Busy!

9/13/2018 11:32 AM

118

A community that hasn't decided who and what it is, a community that wants to take risks and be a
community for all, but deals with the constraints of fear and bias at times

9/13/2018 11:30 AM
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Caring, conservative, sometimes closed minded and judgmental

9/13/2018 11:29 AM

120

A community that cares. A downtown are that is up & coming. Disparity between the “haves” and
“have nots.”

9/13/2018 11:27 AM

121

Friendly & positive during the day, but drug culture is moving in and making Brainerd unsafe after
dark. I never go into Brainerd after dark.

9/13/2018 7:50 AM

122

Iconic historic town that has deep roots and is the gateway to vacationland.

9/12/2018 11:25 PM

123

The rich and the poor

9/12/2018 7:53 PM

124

wonderfully small town

9/12/2018 6:51 PM

125

Tight knit but decisively split on social and economic issues

9/12/2018 6:04 PM

126

The community from what i have seen is quite resistant to change and of an older generation. It
seems as those the community has recently started becoming more united to wanting change to a
struggling community from what i have seen in just this past year.

9/12/2018 3:54 PM

127

I don’t feel like there is much character to Brainerd, it appears old, in poor repair, and not overly
welcoming.

9/12/2018 3:54 PM

128

not all on the same page not enough info of whats going on

9/12/2018 3:21 PM

129

Generous

9/12/2018 2:49 PM

130

Brainerd has a good feel, tight knit community, that pulls together during great moments and low
moments.

9/12/2018 2:00 PM

131

Most are hardworking kind people full of creativity, but like any town their are some bad spots.

9/12/2018 2:00 PM

132

poor. The city is run down in many parts. Many business dont try to make the outsides inviting .
Lots of weeds and dirty. not alot of character in the buildings.

9/12/2018 1:50 PM

133

The community character of Brainerd from my perspective of being in Fargo/WF the last 9 years of
my life is blah. Brainerd feels old, run down, downtown is not a desirable destination and to me
that's sad. Downtown should be the heartbeat of a city and it's not. Brainerd should invest time and
energy learning how FargoMoorhead and specifically Fargo downtown revitalized itself to be a
mecca.

9/12/2018 1:14 PM

134

Well kept neighborhood

9/12/2018 9:40 AM

135

Growing

9/12/2018 5:45 AM

136

Friendly, Clean, History, Adventurous

9/11/2018 8:29 PM

137

Brainerd leadership has been anti businees and pro handouts

9/11/2018 2:53 PM

138

Brainerd MN is an old city with quaint neighborhoods and great schools. The business climate is
adequate but not thriving. Retail is poor and the downtown has a sad look and feel.

9/11/2018 10:52 AM

139

Busy

9/11/2018 6:52 AM

140

Community character of Brainerd is pride in the historic ties of the city and a renewed excitement
for fun and innovative opportunities that make people want to live, work and play here.

9/10/2018 5:11 PM

141

I feel that the current presidential regime has brought out way too many extremest alt-right type of
people in our city, & it's embarrassing.

9/10/2018 11:34 AM

142

An area trapped between wanting to maintain the small town feel of 25 years ago and a desire to
grow and offer more opportunity to area business and residents. So much of the local thinking
feels narrow minded (inexperienced) and seems reluctant to adapt. Younger leaders want to grow
but may have difficulty advancing those agendas. Its so beautiful here I can understand the
reluctance of too much outside influence and growth.

9/7/2018 5:16 PM

143

Worn-down, with some bright spots and creative minds

9/7/2018 2:52 PM

144

Uplifting

9/7/2018 9:18 AM

145

I think Brainerd has an inferiority complex. It has potential to be a vibrant community - diverse,
creative, collaborative. But the general feel I get is either, "This is good enough for us," or "We
can't have nice things."

9/7/2018 8:54 AM
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146

haphazard... some very nice neighborhoods and businesses and some not so nice neighborhoods
and businesses.

9/6/2018 1:11 PM

147

run down and neglected

9/5/2018 11:51 AM

148

Character and sense of community is strong, we band together for common goals. We were slow
to react to change of 371.

9/5/2018 9:00 AM

149

downtown is improving, the NP shops are great, would be nice to clean up the BN yard. to many
rentals, with run down homes and long grass. need to celebrate the river

9/5/2018 7:43 AM

150

Old and dated. Including most of the buildings and City council.

9/4/2018 1:40 PM

151

A small town feel that provides the citizens with an excellent place to raise a family. Unfortunately
there isn’t much here for people between the ages of 18 and 30.

9/4/2018 12:47 PM

152

folksy

9/4/2018 12:09 PM

153

At times not welcoming. Restrictive to new ideas and progress/innovative ideas.

9/4/2018 11:34 AM

154

Feisty.

9/4/2018 11:17 AM

155

Not a great image but working hard to change it.

9/4/2018 11:14 AM

156

Brainerd strives to be a hometown community with emphasis on its blue collar roots.

9/4/2018 10:25 AM

157

Up north nice

9/2/2018 9:57 PM

158

Quaint

9/1/2018 12:50 PM

159

when the community comes together to for any occasion...family night out, block parties, keeping
an eye out for each other

8/31/2018 2:33 PM

160

I don't know if I can honestly describe one. it appears it is trying to find its identity. is it tourism,
river/rails

8/31/2018 12:57 PM

161

seeking to know who they are

8/31/2018 11:46 AM

162

Homey, down to earth, the old is valued as we try to welcome the new

8/31/2018 8:56 AM

163

Scrappy

8/30/2018 7:10 PM

164

Somewhat rundown. We are an older community and that is to be expected, but in many areas, it
doesn't seem like we care about our personal or property or public spaces.

8/30/2018 6:00 PM

165

Brainerd is a nice place to live. However, I've come across more judgmental and unkind people
than nice people. Community services for low income people could use a lot of improvement.

8/30/2018 5:05 PM

166

Brainerd is the older section of the Lakes Area community. The buildings along Hwy 210 are old
and some are unoccupied. It is a place to drive through to get somewhere else.

8/30/2018 1:46 PM

167

A little on the run-down side of things.

8/29/2018 2:11 PM

168

Friendly

8/29/2018 10:49 AM

169

Some parts are very old looking and run down. While other parts are very neat and well kept.

8/29/2018 10:32 AM

170

Formerly industrious, now, built more on tourism.

8/29/2018 7:40 AM

171

Brainerd has a strong name recognition, with a rich history, but with a downtown that is struggling
to stay vibrant and relavant

8/28/2018 3:19 PM

172

a mix of middle and working class values

8/28/2018 2:21 PM

173

supportive

8/28/2018 12:25 PM

174

Old school and Cliqueish, but improving.

8/28/2018 12:17 PM

175

Beautiful victorian style of houses in some parts, and old run down neighborhoods in other parts of
the city.

8/28/2018 11:57 AM

176

Friendly

8/28/2018 9:51 AM

177

Getting better but still needs work

8/27/2018 3:11 PM
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178

Currently it has a division of character. You can go to a few older neighborhoods and see & feel
pride of the community and then you can go to other neighborhoods and see a disconnect more
run down, allowed to have have junk sitting around.

8/27/2018 2:06 PM

179

Old community attempting to find renewal

8/27/2018 11:30 AM

180

improved - with railroad businesses and downtown businesses

8/27/2018 8:37 AM

181

Historical focus, in process of adapting to economic realities the community faces.

8/27/2018 7:26 AM

182

Historical community area

8/26/2018 3:55 PM

183

For the "Greater Brainerd Lakes Area", welcoming, recreational, healthy, vibrant. For Brainerd
proper, only within the city limits - reinventing itself, working to rejuvenate and update itself.

8/24/2018 9:21 PM

184

Northwoods. Natural.

8/24/2018 8:41 PM

185

Eclectic and opportunity laden.

8/24/2018 2:37 PM

186

small town friendly

8/24/2018 1:29 PM

187

Today, Brainerd looks like the city growth left behind...most growth appears to be in Baxter. But,
there are rumblings of change here that are exciting. Congratulations, Brainerd, on the passed 3
phase school plans! The Riverfront project is exciting, too!

8/24/2018 12:55 PM

188

Most of Brainerd is a ghetto, deteriorating infrastructure, much of the housing is rental and owned
by slumlords who invest nothing in their property. No sense of its history and little desire to learn.
"Leaders" are NOT progressive, real leaders have no interest in serving in city government, thus
we have third or fourth class "leaders" with no vision.

8/24/2018 11:57 AM

189

Somewhat older community with not everyone wanting change. Taxes are important to most
residents.

8/24/2018 10:25 AM

190

I really think it varies from neighborhood to neighborhood; but for the most part - we are a
community of generous, giving people that are quick to help each other out.

8/24/2018 10:17 AM

191

Brainerd is an older city with historic elements and confused about what its future should be. Past
City leadership was more focused on internal strife than positioning the City for competing in a
growing and changing environment.

8/24/2018 10:16 AM

192

There are some great neighborhoods in N & NE Brainerd but you can go a few blocks over and
everything can change (not for the better) and S Brainerd seems to fit into this same boat.

8/24/2018 10:00 AM

193

A lot of potential, yet it will take business people and residents effort to keep it from sliding in the
wrong direction of vacant buildings and feeling like the town is more "lower class".

8/24/2018 8:59 AM

194

Brainerd is made up of people who have chosen to live here, in great part because of the
"outdoorsiness" offered here.

8/24/2018 8:33 AM

195

Great potential but missing some important aspects that communities great

8/24/2018 8:23 AM

196

On the rise

8/24/2018 8:20 AM

197

An old town that is seeking to reinvent itself. There is a lot of negative (old) thinking going on when
we should be looking to the future.

8/24/2018 7:35 AM

198

backward looking, closed to innovation and positive change

8/24/2018 5:00 AM

199

When I first moved to the Brainerd community in 1989 it felt hard to connect and break into groups.
It felt "clicky" even in the adult world. I have heard others say this. That the "hometown" Brainerd
people, raised here, moved back after school, etc. are clicky. I do enjoy the community and have
been proud to raise my three children here.

8/23/2018 9:44 PM

200

Recreational

8/23/2018 2:36 PM

201

improving. quaint, walkable, some cute outdoor seating area, still to many bars that don't serve
good food.

8/23/2018 2:35 PM

202

small town character within a diversifying community

8/23/2018 11:58 AM

203

DIVERSE NEIGHBORHOODS

8/23/2018 11:17 AM

204

Old but revitalized

8/23/2018 10:48 AM

205

Old-fashioned in some ways and vibrant in others!

8/23/2018 10:44 AM
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many rentals in many parts of Brainerd and low income jobs available may affect the perception of
Brainerd as low income

8/23/2018 9:16 AM

207

The Brainerd Lakes Area is a great place to live and to raise a family. The employment situation is
not always the best, lower wages, but the area is good.

8/23/2018 9:06 AM

208

People are nice if you know them Beautiful area

8/23/2018 8:43 AM

209

Welcoming with tourism and Hospitality at the forefront

8/23/2018 8:43 AM

210

Harsh for many, but signs of moving towards a more kind and loving community.

8/23/2018 8:41 AM

211

Old and needing some updating and tlc.

8/23/2018 8:28 AM

212

Small town living

8/23/2018 8:15 AM

213

I enjoy the historical look and feel of the Brainerd community. There are some great restaurant,
stores and bars downtown.

8/23/2018 8:09 AM

214

positive. It is a good place to live. Neighbors generally look out for each other.

8/23/2018 8:02 AM

215

Struggling

8/23/2018 7:43 AM

216

Pockets of high poverty contrasted by eliments of extreme wealth near many lakes. Middle class
seems segregated in its own working class.

8/23/2018 7:31 AM

217

Declining in core values

8/23/2018 7:03 AM

218

Brainerd/Baxter have grown a lot over the past few years. I feel they are very progressive and are
working hard to make it a healthy community.

8/23/2018 6:58 AM

219

Failing

8/23/2018 12:34 AM

220

Certain neighborhoods are not as appealing as others, there is a clear distriction between good
areas in brainerd and areas I would not want to raise a family.

8/22/2018 9:11 PM

221

Certain areas of the city portray attractive traits that other areas do not. There is the central
downtown area that can look aged, while other areas by the lakes or schools that seem upbeat
and trendy. I think there is a place for any kind of person here it is just a matter of finding the right
fit

8/22/2018 9:11 PM

222

Insecure

8/22/2018 9:40 AM

223

Destination.

8/22/2018 9:08 AM

224

Complacent

8/22/2018 12:24 AM

225

Old town but currently junky many businesses don’t put out flowers try to make it a beautiful city.

8/21/2018 9:59 PM

226

While it's exciting to see the revitalization of downtown Brainerd, it's really sad how Brainerd itself
feels like everyone just takes Brainerd as it is. Brainerd is known as a beautiful destination area,
but visitors are disappointed if they actually come to Brainerd proper.

8/21/2018 4:52 PM

227

Friendly, laid back, generous

8/21/2018 4:11 PM

228

I think the people of Brainerd mostly have a strong sense of community. Those people want
Brainerd to be a family place...a good, wholesome town to raise a family in, to own a business in.
Though, there are also quite a few people who don't care.

8/21/2018 3:17 PM

229

Neighborhoods, some exciting changes to downtown that really creates a place to call your home
town.

8/21/2018 3:08 PM

230

Brainerd has a lot to offer it’s residents and it’s visitors. There are ample opportunities to become
involved in the community and thus create more buy in from residence.

8/21/2018 2:02 PM

231

Blue collar north/central small city, and gateway to Lakes Area

8/21/2018 1:34 PM

232

Blue collar

8/21/2018 1:32 PM

233

old

8/21/2018 11:49 AM

234

complex - I have been told more than once Brainerd is a 'closed community' meaning they do not
want or welcome new comers - they shut off and close up when they find out you were not born
and raised here - this attitude is death to this city and economy

8/21/2018 11:47 AM
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Character. Interesting word. Look at that the horrible wallpaper! - no no, it adds character. What
you do when no one is looking, Character. What does Brainerd "Character" look like. What does
Brainerd do when no one is looking. . . Drugs, Domestic Violence, and Vandalism. They try to
polish turd buildings by just slapping on a different business name. --- There's my pessimistic
thoughts. Now, I have seen leaps and bounds in the right direction. Sage on Laurel for example.
Coco Moon. Both have managed to embrace their space - but made it an EXPERIENCE. Let
Baxter go robotic commercial, Brainerd is destined to be a hipster town. Brainerd is... Artistic Flair
- it's Salvaging the old but making it ART. Making it about the Experience. Chalk under the bridge
isn't .... real enough that's just washable graffitti. We need to pay Artists to do Murals. Close down
Laurel do Art Fairs. Embrace beautiful architecture. Create new perspectives for community
members.

8/21/2018 11:07 AM

236

Run down, non existent. There is nothing inviting about brainerd. There isn't a feeling of character
at all.

8/21/2018 10:27 AM

237

working poor, little tourism attractions in Brainerd, caring folks, some high crime areas.

8/21/2018 9:43 AM

238

Getting better.

8/21/2018 9:36 AM

239

Depends on what area of town you are in. The northside neighbor is my favorite area. The homes
and yards are well kept and people show pride in their homes. While the downtown is mostly bars
and people outside smoking. The other neighborhoods are poorly kept and trashy.

8/21/2018 9:25 AM

240

Divided an unorganized

8/20/2018 9:18 PM

241

Somewhat rundown, but improving.

8/17/2018 9:41 PM

242

Run down

8/17/2018 5:36 PM

243

Old

8/16/2018 5:08 PM

244

Dying, needy , struggling , corroding, Brainerd has been run into the ground and neglected. It
presents as dirty, trashy and not a place we enjoy going . I was born and raised in the area .
Everything I knew as a child had either folded up, burned , or has been neglected so much that my
skin crawls to even think about bringing my kids there.

8/16/2018 2:10 PM

245

Safe, good schools, great neighbors

8/16/2018 12:19 AM

246

Natural and historic surroundings. Blooming artistic community.

8/15/2018 11:10 AM

247

closed off. I'm from CA and it takes years to get to know people.

8/14/2018 7:45 PM

248

poor

8/14/2018 2:46 AM

249

Small town on the rise, on the edge of tourist territory to the north, in flux on deciding how it must
develop itself.

8/14/2018 12:59 AM

250

Small town

8/13/2018 8:31 PM

251

Brainerd needs an update, but the roots are honest and good

8/13/2018 6:46 PM

252

I think it lacks one right now.

8/13/2018 5:35 PM

253

Good people, good place to raise a family.

8/13/2018 3:32 PM

254

I feel like the character of the community has turned into rentals and people that aren't invested in
the town. Landlords don't keep properties up. They don't want to pay taxes to improve schools,
they keep dangerous dogs and don't license them, and don't seem to care if the community
improves.

8/13/2018 3:00 PM

255

On the verge of becoming a very exciting community

8/13/2018 1:36 PM

256

Good to know many people.

8/4/2018 9:07 PM

257

It's a nice area, but the city itself could use some work. People are nice.

8/2/2018 5:08 PM

258

small town living focused on community partnerships and the water

8/2/2018 4:00 PM

259

Quaint, but a bit behind the times

8/2/2018 10:39 AM

260

Practical Historic Railroads Shopping Family friend Motorsports Sports Biking Gathering place

8/1/2018 3:51 PM

261

Old tired city that is finding new life.

8/1/2018 2:04 PM

262

Colorful

7/31/2018 3:42 PM
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263

predominantly lower income with little or no diversified shopping

7/30/2018 5:12 PM

264

There are a number of areas that have a close-knit, quaint, welcoming feel. There are also areas
where the vibe is different, not welcoming, quite exclusionary.

7/30/2018 4:09 PM

265

Aware of what it would take to make enhance or make the community stronger but lacking the
appropriate resources in order to invest in the community to make it's people healthier.

7/30/2018 11:58 AM

266

Cranky old people and tourists.

7/30/2018 11:49 AM

267

Socio- economically diverse

7/30/2018 11:37 AM

268

A good place for employment opportunities in this region, sometimes overshadowed by the
negative image of unchanging issues related to the demographics of the residents.

7/30/2018 10:44 AM

269

An aging community with sections of well kept neighborhoods and sections with poorly kept
neighborhoods. East Brainerd business district, particularly along Washington street needs better
planning for buildings and property sitting idle. Creative business/city partnerships are needed to
best redevelop sites that can take on a (new) look similar to Jimmy John's, Taco John's and
McDonald's.

7/30/2018 8:53 AM

270

Changing from negative to positive!

7/28/2018 4:20 PM

271

I would say the city is on the cusp of a rebirth. It's an older city that's being revitalized with new
ideas. I'm excited for the changes.

7/27/2018 8:38 AM

272

small town, historic downtown

7/25/2018 9:44 PM

273

Lots of rentals. Population is mainly young people and older folks. Few middle aged professionals

7/25/2018 2:23 PM

274

a community that has been neglected

7/24/2018 7:17 PM

275

Brainerd claims to be a family oriented community, but that only seems to apply if you have kids
that are under 10 or if you're retired

7/24/2018 6:13 PM

276

nice history

7/24/2018 2:56 PM

277

Run down but on the move.

7/24/2018 11:48 AM

278

Baxter is hectic, downtown has a desperate feel and east Brainerd doesn’t seem very lively either.

7/24/2018 10:30 AM

279

Fractional. I don't see one distinct character.

7/23/2018 8:15 PM

280

Non existant

7/23/2018 7:49 PM

281

Old school values. Everyone looks out for eachother

7/23/2018 8:28 AM

282

Upcoming and exciting.

7/22/2018 9:37 AM

283

Able and willing.

7/21/2018 9:33 AM

284

dirty and unkept

7/21/2018 7:56 AM

285

Not good case of point this rail to river concept will have to be changed or cancelled. When you
start cutting mature trees and ruin the landscape your asking for trouble.

7/21/2018 6:38 AM

286

To people outside the community, Brainerd can feel like an unwelcoming place. It is hard to find
good jobs and people often have social circles they don’t want to expand.

7/20/2018 9:11 PM

287

Very diverse

7/20/2018 8:52 PM

288

Brainerd is a "used to be" city. It used to be the city where vacationers visited. It used to be the city
that locals shopped. It used to be the city that had Paul Bunyan. It is a has been city with no
current identity.

7/20/2018 8:04 PM

289

The community is caring and wants to be better. Many homes are run down and many homes
have become rentals, some of which have poor clients. Many deter form the character that the
community desires.

7/20/2018 6:22 PM

290

mixed and defined. There is alot of money that filters through Brainerd due to expensive properties
outside of the city, and the people with the wealth are quite removed from the working class and
poor in the area. Brainerd doesn't seem to have much middle/upper middle class, those people
seem to be in Baxter or out of town. I don't see alot of mixing of the social cultures. I do applaud
the emerging revolution of downtown, but many middle class people my age to 10 years older
don't want to embrace the brewery (millenial) culture and we don't really have our own niche.

7/20/2018 5:41 PM
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Changing for the better, more progressive than 15 years ago.

7/20/2018 4:29 PM

292

In transition

7/20/2018 4:20 PM

293

The rental nature of our neighborhoods is very destructive. There is clearly a difference in the
houses (homes) that are occupied by the owner families. We need to separate commercial
businesses from single family dwellings.

7/20/2018 3:51 PM

294

Kind of poor and old

7/20/2018 3:23 PM

295

historic, low income, needs improvement

7/20/2018 2:33 PM

296

Run down, but coming back.

7/20/2018 2:17 PM

297

The pit stop on the way to the cabin. Dead winter. A community losing purpose and function
outside of tourism.

7/20/2018 1:58 PM

298

coming together

7/20/2018 1:26 PM

299

Extreme - some well to do & middle class folks; limited involvement. Many low income & transient
residents - not engaged. Character is often shaped by individuals who don’t live in Brainerd, but
may work there. Little value given to parks, green space, tidiness of the town or maintaining the
unique historical nature of the city. Great emphasis on asphalting much of the inner city land. Not
all the fault of the town, people are just super busy trying to make a living & taking care of their
families.

7/20/2018 1:18 PM

300

Small town atmosphere with mid-sized city amenities.

7/20/2018 1:13 PM

301

Run down and very unfriendly to new business and development. Lots of assets and potential if
utilized with some vision. Help and encouragement new business esp tourism related, allow food
trucks, be flexible with zoning and variences if it will benefit enhancing the city. Make the river and
downtown more appealing to draw tourists. Do NOT tear down the historic water tower.

7/20/2018 1:11 PM

302

Boring- no diversity, nothing interesting going on

7/20/2018 12:37 PM

303

The residents of Brainerd seem to be very supportive and involved in preserving the history of
Brainerd.

7/20/2018 12:35 PM

304

Aging

7/20/2018 12:33 PM

305

Old and worn, yet charming

7/20/2018 12:19 PM

306

Charming and historic. Being revitalized. A return of the "old" Brainerd.

7/20/2018 12:14 PM

307

An eventful community with a lot of Business groups and events. Live music , a nicer selection of
restaurants then 5 years ago, and simply cleaner businesses in general. My neighborhood if very
family friendly and active. I see cyclists, joggers, and kids out and about daily.

7/20/2018 10:22 AM

308

Growing

7/18/2018 11:49 AM

309

Lacking

7/17/2018 10:36 AM

310

While most residents seem to want to bend together to create a better Brainerd, there also seems
to be a laeg population of those who could care less.

7/16/2018 11:18 PM

311

Beautiful, with the potential to show growth in all areas

7/16/2018 11:48 AM

312

Divided

7/16/2018 11:29 AM

313

Blue collar conservative

7/15/2018 6:59 PM

314

Improving. It’s been amazing to see the positive improvements that downtown Brainerd has made!

7/15/2018 9:38 AM

315

Under developed. Industrial. The place you drive through to get to shopping in Baxter.

7/14/2018 9:29 PM

316

Small town nice

7/13/2018 2:08 PM

317

unsettled

7/13/2018 8:25 AM

318

Rental. No homeownership pride except in established neighborhoods.

7/13/2018 6:55 AM

319

Brainerd mostly ignores its greatest natural resource and years of waiting for someone else to "do
it", it's built resources are mostly run down and will take leadership and stamina to fix.

7/12/2018 9:53 PM

320

Run down, drugs, mental health issues, resort town, high poverty rate, no full time job
opportunities, opportunity to become better

7/12/2018 3:57 PM
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321

Hard to meet new people, yet come together in a crisis.

7/12/2018 3:40 PM

322

We look like a community that does not work together

7/12/2018 3:33 PM

323

one that tries to keep up with the Jones', but still in poverty...

7/12/2018 2:00 PM

324

Dumpy, run down, resistant to change

7/12/2018 1:54 PM

325

divided

7/12/2018 12:17 PM

326

separated between the "have's" and "have nots"

7/12/2018 11:52 AM

327

The community character is more or less, lacking. By lacking I mean the people are not very
welcoming and the community appears to be dieing.

7/12/2018 9:22 AM

328

A lot of pediphiles, and sexual offenders

7/12/2018 3:29 AM

329

Full of drug dealers, drug users and slum lords

7/11/2018 10:14 PM

330

Rich people who don’t care much about low income people. Rude and lots of Drugs

7/11/2018 1:11 PM

331

Very mixed...people support Brainerd’s schools and athletics, but if company comes to visit I think
they go to Nisswa for the ambience

7/11/2018 12:16 PM

332

Salt of the earth, kind of sketchy at times, in serious need of revitalization

7/11/2018 12:11 PM

333

diverse, older retired and college and lots of seasonal people

7/11/2018 11:59 AM

334

Meth heads!!

7/11/2018 10:19 AM

335

Disconnected. It doesn’t seem to have an identity or a feeling that it fits into the lakes area

7/11/2018 10:19 AM

336

A little closed off but Changing. Look at the nature in brainerd . Brainerd has many slum lords that
should work better to change that image

7/11/2018 10:11 AM

337

Run down, skeezy, we pray that city council ALL quits so we can actually make some progress in
our city.

7/11/2018 10:05 AM

338

Good

7/11/2018 9:06 AM

339

Different and special

7/11/2018 8:28 AM

340

Awful. Too many rental properties, no body seems to work and have too much time on their hands
and city counsel out of touch and outdated

7/11/2018 6:39 AM

341

It is becoming a generic town. Brainerd & the area has lost it's uniqueness.

7/11/2018 3:32 AM

342

Traditional

7/11/2018 2:47 AM

343

It is a nice small town that is great for raising kids.

7/11/2018 1:14 AM

344

Hidden vibrance

7/11/2018 1:03 AM

345

We need people to drive slower , we r loosing small businessses but we have good people

7/11/2018 12:39 AM

346

Brainerd sadly has declined over time. It caters to tourists but as a community it is broken.

7/11/2018 12:39 AM

347

Traditional urban town with walkable neighborhoods surrounding a core downtown, converted to
auto-oriented space.

7/11/2018 12:33 AM

348

I would say careless, and greedy

7/11/2018 12:30 AM

349

Dirty and rundown

7/11/2018 12:29 AM

350

It seems to be a destination area for vacationers. The down town area is becoming a nice area to
spend time. Unlike when it was bar town.

7/11/2018 12:26 AM

351

Some very nice others rude and unhelpful

7/11/2018 12:25 AM

352

Downtown is finally improving. Still It's like a lot of talk. No action. Someone has money and jerks
chains..

7/11/2018 12:17 AM

353

Tourist town

7/11/2018 12:14 AM

354

I have lived in Brainerd my entire *short* life and I love it. I am currently employed at a job that
requires me to drive around the city of both Brainerd and Baxter. Brainerd has a nice charm to it,
but there are a lot of problem areas when compared to Baxter. (I get they are two different cities,
but I feel there is a drastic difference.)

7/11/2018 12:10 AM
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355

Old

7/11/2018 12:05 AM

356

Boring

7/10/2018 11:53 PM

357

Awsome!

7/10/2018 11:43 PM

358

Rough... a little seedy

7/10/2018 11:23 PM

359

Its fair!! Needs improvement of more stores to shop like a REAL CRAFT store in Brainerd!! You
have taken away all of the craft stores plus other need more stores!! Less liquor stores and less
Bars!-

7/10/2018 11:20 PM

360

Not much of one. Outdated

7/10/2018 11:07 PM

361

Blue collared. Education and youth priority,

7/10/2018 11:04 PM

362

Brainerd is a scrappy city, with the largest age diversity in the area. Brainerd’s got the most
interesting cast of people in the region, there’s a group for everyone.

7/10/2018 10:57 PM

363

Friendly and helpful.

7/10/2018 8:01 PM

364

Friendly, mostly smart, forward thinking.

7/10/2018 6:54 PM

365

Hard-working community, dedicated to its schools and supporting them

7/10/2018 5:51 PM

366

Red neck

7/10/2018 4:28 PM

367

The community character of Brainerd reminds me of Paul Bunyan. Ol folgy ways but also in the
new. I’ve felt pretty welcomed here by the community opening up the Chamber of Commerce
meetings.

7/10/2018 1:14 PM

368

Gaining momentum

7/10/2018 12:06 PM

369

Quiet, homey community

7/10/2018 12:01 PM

370

Somewhat divisive - there are sections of the city that have strong neighborhood character but
there are other areas that seem like they are "forgotten".

7/10/2018 10:50 AM

371

Lack luster. Not much has changed in the town the entire time I've lived there. Most notable thing
I've seen change is the unsavory people moving in and bringing drugs and violence with them

7/10/2018 10:46 AM

372

Mature, established, walkable in my neighborhood. Economically diverse.

7/10/2018 9:22 AM

373

Historic - river and railroad

7/9/2018 12:40 PM

374

Warm people. Laid back. Slower pace

7/6/2018 6:28 PM

375

Old

7/6/2018 6:13 PM

376

Hometown Feel

7/6/2018 12:05 PM

377

lots of potential

7/5/2018 3:02 PM

378

Paul Bunyan, lakes, resorts, camping

7/5/2018 1:46 PM

379

well... Baxter seems nice, Brainerd is a dump. plenty of places to get drunk, no recreation area for
kids, so they run the streets and are exposed to drugs which infest our community, but as long as
we post nice things about brainerd on facebook we can ignore the real problems that face our
community

7/4/2018 3:15 PM

380

Small town character but with big city aspirations that lands us somewhere in between.

7/4/2018 9:21 AM

381

Before living here, I thought of lakes and Paul Bunyan. I still associate Brainerd with those things
and LOVE that I now live where other people vacation! That said, I've also come to see two other
sides of Brainerd. Unfortunately, I've learned there is a lot crime here. Drugs, level 3 predators,
murder across the street from a parochial school... However, I've also learned about the rich
history of Brainerd and I love how our community embraces this!

7/3/2018 11:57 PM

382

Residents are trying to bring about community involvement but there are too many rentals and not
enough higher paying jobs for people to live in brainerd and enact character.

7/3/2018 9:54 PM

383

Trying but desolate.

7/3/2018 8:53 PM

384

Neighbors know their neighbors and people work together to keep their neighborhoods safe.

7/3/2018 7:40 PM

385

very small minded if it is not some peoples idea it does not happen

7/3/2018 7:32 PM
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386

Ok but over the past few years it has gone down.

7/3/2018 6:42 PM

387

Community itself is good, business community and support is lacking

7/3/2018 5:29 PM

388

Brainerd has a lot of old-town charm but with that comes a lot of issues from an aging city: rundown houses, buildings, a downtown that is no longer friendly to pedestrian traffic and a reputation
that keeps many growing business owners away. What those people don’t see is the potential that
Brainerd has. The median age of this city is in the 30s - a fact most people fail to remember. For
being an “aging” city, we actually have a large population of young adults, people that would love
the convenience of having attractive stores and restaurants in their own downtown area of
Brainerd, instead of taking all their business to Baxter or elsewhere.

7/3/2018 4:28 PM

389

poor folks, and struggling families

7/3/2018 4:10 PM

390

Depends on what area you are in. The Northside community has a lot of character and charm. The
homes and yards are kept up nicely and the owners take pride in their homes. Head over to the
eastside or down by the fairgrounds and the properties are dilapidated and unkempt. Overall, the
character tends to lean more toward poverty, lack of pride and wanting what someone else has.

7/3/2018 4:10 PM

391

historic

7/3/2018 4:09 PM

392

outdated

7/3/2018 12:20 PM

393

It is "recovering"

7/3/2018 8:53 AM

21 / 177

IMAGINEbrainerd - Brainerd's Vision for the Future

Q6 What are two things that should stay the same in the City of Brainerd?
Answered: 389

Skipped: 244

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Historical buildings! Yes that means the water tower. Our beautiful parks.

9/17/2018 6:50 PM

2

Small town feel, neighborhood schools

9/17/2018 6:47 PM

3

City Hall & Laurel Street

9/17/2018 5:27 PM

4

The northern MN small town feel, excellent community support.

9/17/2018 3:40 PM

5

Unknown

9/17/2018 2:50 PM

6

Up North identity. Historic small town charm.

9/17/2018 11:25 AM

7

Safety. Support of social service programs.

9/17/2018 11:22 AM

8

water tower.....................

9/17/2018 9:02 AM

9

Water tower, Coco Moon!

9/17/2018 8:14 AM

10

The historic feel. ?

9/17/2018 8:00 AM

11

support of outdoor culture, upholding of historic downtown aesthetic

9/17/2018 7:58 AM

12

Water tower

9/17/2018 7:53 AM

13

The water tower and Gregory Park

9/17/2018 4:31 AM

14

Keep as many of the old buildings (by renovating) as possible and try to keep the small town feel.

9/16/2018 11:45 PM

15

Focus on small businesses Efforts to revitalize downtown

9/16/2018 11:21 PM

16

Brainerd has nice parks and softball fields

9/16/2018 11:08 PM

17

The updates and adding things to help “ eye sores” go away I.e restoration of the fountain

9/16/2018 11:05 PM

18

The progress with the trail systems/parks within town should continue and the historical feel of
downtown should stay the same.

9/16/2018 10:26 PM

19

Keep the water tower, StreetFest

9/16/2018 10:23 PM

20

The historic water tower. Commitment to education.

9/16/2018 10:04 PM

21

North Brainerd,

9/16/2018 9:50 PM

22

Water tower.

9/16/2018 9:48 PM

23

Gregory park, current momentum of downtown

9/16/2018 9:45 PM

24

People are generally friendly and the focus should still focus on the great outdoor appeals that we
have access too (whether that be shopping, parks, the river, etc. )

9/16/2018 9:31 PM

25

School ?

9/16/2018 9:14 PM

26

Classic architecture Focus on the river

9/16/2018 9:01 PM

27

The outdoor activities, the friendliness of the community

9/16/2018 8:37 PM

28

Water tower and the historic downtown

9/16/2018 8:37 PM

29

A riverfront without intense urban pressure. The ability for local businesses to thrive better than
chains.

9/16/2018 8:16 PM

30

Support for small businesses.

9/16/2018 8:16 PM

31

It's schools and the airport

9/16/2018 7:48 PM

32

1. The historic water-tower needs to be preserved. 2.

9/16/2018 7:19 PM

33

gregory park and

9/16/2018 6:19 PM
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34

historic charm, water tower

9/16/2018 6:02 PM

35

Focus on building a strong downtown, focus on building up the riverfront

9/16/2018 5:31 PM

36

Walking trails and arboretum

9/16/2018 4:57 PM

37

Water tower and 4th of July celebration

9/16/2018 4:45 PM

38

décor, old

9/16/2018 4:33 PM

39

Mom and pop businesses rather than big chains!

9/16/2018 3:30 PM

40

Continued support of the public schools. Connection to the larger "Brainerd Lakes Area".

9/16/2018 2:54 PM

41

Historic Architecture Water Tower

9/16/2018 2:27 PM

42

Old trees, and neighborhood schools

9/16/2018 2:08 PM

43

Historical landmarks and parks

9/16/2018 1:38 PM

44

Downtown upgrade

9/16/2018 1:08 PM

45

The Titanic Water Tower. And the small-town atmosphere.

9/16/2018 12:51 PM

46

It's historic area and the feeling of being an excellent place the raise a family

9/16/2018 12:45 PM

47

1. The historic water tower 2. The downtown area—same but improved of course

9/16/2018 12:32 PM

48

High level of cultural events, and opportunities to act as a community.

9/16/2018 12:00 PM

49

The physical location and appearance of City Hall, jail, police, Work Force Center, etc. This group
of buildings look nice, have good parking, and are easily accessible - thank you. Please keep all
parks, Kiwanis park, areas along river, etc.

9/16/2018 11:48 AM

50

Water tower and old homes and buildings

9/16/2018 11:48 AM

51

neighborhoods and arts

9/16/2018 11:45 AM

52

.

9/16/2018 11:34 AM

53

maintain parks, trails, access to rivers and lakes. don't give up on downtown.

9/16/2018 11:03 AM

54

Brainerd Community College. Arboratum

9/16/2018 10:43 AM

55

Keep historic buildings like city hall and the courthouse Library

9/16/2018 10:36 AM

56

The strip mall with TJ Max and costco

9/16/2018 10:24 AM

57

neighborhood parks; neighborhood schools

9/16/2018 10:21 AM

58

Water tower, antique shops, restaurants

9/16/2018 10:18 AM

59

Water Tower, Public Schools that support free AP and adanved level education classes

9/16/2018 10:14 AM

60

Library CLC

9/16/2018 10:12 AM

61

The spirit of forward thinking leaders and people who recognize what smart decisions look like
without involving emotions.

9/16/2018 10:02 AM

62

Good schools, lakes

9/16/2018 10:02 AM

63

The historical monuments and parks.

9/16/2018 9:56 AM

64

The water tower and Gregory park

9/16/2018 9:53 AM

65

Good health clinics and hospital. Education.

9/16/2018 9:34 AM

66

-Beautiful old buildings, some just need care and attention. -Beautiful trees! Plant more!

9/16/2018 9:32 AM

67

The historical buildings and a quaint downtown. Oh wait both have been destroyed.

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

68

See above comments. The vibes need to stay the same. Renovation over "new". Keep the
historical components and keep it feeling "cool old" over "shiney new". Shiney new removes all
character, that is what Baxter is for; all shine and no character. Keep the water tower. Did the city
council not expect maintenance fees? It is not a good plan to expect citizens to drum up 3mil.
Regardless, the water tower needs to stay. You already let Paul Bunyun and Babe walk away.

9/16/2018 9:17 AM

69

The old water tower and the history of the downtown

9/16/2018 9:14 AM
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70

Nothing

9/16/2018 9:14 AM

71

Downtown historic buildings. More kocal businesses, not chain store big boxes.

9/16/2018 9:12 AM

72

The historical parts of it (schools like Harrison) and parks.

9/16/2018 9:09 AM

73

Landmarks. Growing downtown.

9/16/2018 9:08 AM

74

THE WATER TOWER For Gods sake quit ruining the towns heritage!

9/16/2018 9:07 AM

75

historic buildings and walkable

9/16/2018 9:03 AM

76

Water tower and trying to keep downtown alive

9/16/2018 8:56 AM

77

Water tower and restaraunts

9/16/2018 8:54 AM

78

Respect for history, small town feel

9/16/2018 8:54 AM

79

We should work to keep the landmark Water Tower, and keep our money local

9/16/2018 8:53 AM

80

I hate to see any more businesses close down.

9/16/2018 8:38 AM

81

Downtown shopping and coffee shops

9/16/2018 8:24 AM

82

parks/outdoor space,

9/16/2018 8:21 AM

83

commercial/retail development.

9/16/2018 8:02 AM

84

Keep water tower as landmark; work to keep historic beautiful homes in good shape

9/16/2018 7:57 AM

85

Access to lakes and excellent roads

9/16/2018 7:47 AM

86

neighborhood parks and neighborhood schools

9/15/2018 7:22 PM

87

Water tower. High school

9/15/2018 2:05 PM

88

Keep and restore the water tower when needed.

9/15/2018 1:24 PM

89

1. The street layout. Newer, circuitous designs are confusing and take up too much room. 2. The
schools. Spending all this money on new school facilities is ridiculous. Kids don't need fancy
buildings in order to learn.

9/15/2018 11:18 AM

90

Water tower Gregory Park

9/15/2018 11:03 AM

91

The landmark water tower and Highway 210 through town.

9/14/2018 4:12 PM

92

we have some lovely parks, we could use more, but the ones we have are nice our schools are
well maintained and cared for

9/14/2018 1:26 PM

93

we have some good parks could use more, but the ones we have are nice and our schools are
well cared for

9/14/2018 1:17 PM

94

The parks are awesome, improvements always great. CLC huge assett

9/14/2018 11:57 AM

95

downtown is quaint,

9/14/2018 9:20 AM

96

hardworking, independent

9/14/2018 8:08 AM

97

Nothing

9/13/2018 3:58 PM

98

New emphasis on community. New emphasis on sustainable businesses (breweries, etc.)

9/13/2018 3:11 PM

99

The Water Tower - the city employees who are trying to move forward

9/13/2018 2:15 PM

100

I love the centrally-located post office and court house. It is OK to keep a historical feel, so long as
it is intentional and planned. Letting things get run down is NOT appealing.

9/13/2018 2:00 PM

101

Community events, i.e. 4th of July celebration, county fair, music in Gregory park and Tornstrom.
They foster engagement and build relationship. Save the water tower!

9/13/2018 1:05 PM

102

Keep the parks that you have, and keep the downtown thriving.

9/13/2018 12:56 PM

103

nature of the neighborhoods, downtown revitalized

9/13/2018 12:54 PM

104

1) College/College Community, and 2) One has already left: The Paul Bunyan Amusement Center
in a prominent area (it should have stayed where it was)

9/13/2018 12:34 PM

105

Keep the downtown a cool place people want to go to for shopping/eating/hanging out. The high
school needs to stay where it is.

9/13/2018 12:12 PM
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106

You could change most anything and it might turn out better. We have stayed the same for far too
long.

9/13/2018 12:11 PM

107

Road improvements and classic charm.

9/13/2018 12:01 PM

108

Optimism about city revitalization and efforts to incubate new businesses

9/13/2018 12:00 PM

109

The parks, and how well we take care of them. The renewed concentration on revitalizing the
community and city.

9/13/2018 11:51 AM

110

The parks and parades.

9/13/2018 11:49 AM

111

Traditions/History needs to be preserved and shared with future generations. Keep the community
events that bring families with values and morals to the area.

9/13/2018 11:40 AM

112

Water tower

9/13/2018 11:39 AM

113

Keep Paul Bunyan as part of identity. Central Lakes College as a place to engage the community

9/13/2018 11:37 AM

114

All of the historical buildings.

9/13/2018 11:32 AM

115

Downtown - character, strengths of the schools and college

9/13/2018 11:30 AM

116

Small town feel

9/13/2018 11:29 AM

117

Culture of caring. Great community activities.

9/13/2018 11:27 AM

118

Retail growth & improvement

9/13/2018 7:50 AM

119

Emphasis on out door activities like our bike trails

9/13/2018 2:56 AM

120

Water tower and the location of the high school.

9/12/2018 11:25 PM

121

The North side; the public library

9/12/2018 7:53 PM

122

Gregory Park...

9/12/2018 6:54 PM

123

small town feel / water tower

9/12/2018 6:51 PM

124

Community involvement

9/12/2018 6:04 PM

125

The parks and fields are great. Although gregory could use a splash pad. And a good parks and
rec/community education system

9/12/2018 3:54 PM

126

I can honestly say there is not one thing that I think people would miss being in Brainerd. There
really isn’t a lot of attractions in town.

9/12/2018 3:54 PM

127

small town feel and keep it friendly

9/12/2018 3:21 PM

128

The old water tower and paul bunyan

9/12/2018 2:49 PM

129

the parks and the continued events to keep the community together.

9/12/2018 2:00 PM

130

The water Tower, Historic buildings

9/12/2018 2:00 PM

131

the water tower and Gregory park

9/12/2018 1:50 PM

132

The name of the City and claim fame of Paul/Babe

9/12/2018 1:14 PM

133

family friendly places to shop

9/12/2018 9:40 AM

134

Hometown feel

9/12/2018 5:45 AM

135

Free parking,

9/11/2018 10:47 PM

136

Keep historical buildings Boast about history

9/11/2018 8:29 PM

137

not sure

9/11/2018 2:53 PM

138

Nothing

9/11/2018 10:52 AM

139

Aldi and Target

9/11/2018 6:52 AM

140

Keeping what makes Brainerd, Brainerd (the water tower specifically).

9/10/2018 5:11 PM

141

We have a great mayor, & beautiful scenery.

9/10/2018 11:34 AM

142

Embracing and integrating the outdoor lifestyle. Commitment to youth development in a healthy
community.

9/7/2018 5:16 PM
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143

Keep every old building (and watertower!) that we still are lucky enough to have. Momentum of
downtown and NP Center revival should continue.

9/7/2018 2:52 PM

144

Area Parks and Historical Landmark Structures

9/7/2018 9:18 AM

145

Historic charm (where it still exists) and continue to revitalize historic downtown.

9/7/2018 8:54 AM

146

Gregory Park and Northland Arboretum

9/6/2018 1:11 PM

147

Some of the history should be preserved, the railroad, the logging, and the lakes recreation.

9/5/2018 9:00 AM

148

downtown

9/5/2018 7:43 AM

149

The quality of education and connection to the arts.

9/4/2018 12:47 PM

150

green space (same or grow)

9/4/2018 12:09 PM

151

The downtown improvement plans and the development of the River walk/use plan and including
the city!

9/4/2018 11:34 AM

152

The strong sense of ownership people have in the community and our willingness to invest in the
community.

9/4/2018 11:17 AM

153

Water Tower and Positive attitude

9/4/2018 11:14 AM

154

Continue with its historic downtown theme and continue to push large retail to Baxter.

9/4/2018 10:25 AM

155

Up north feel

9/2/2018 9:57 PM

156

Water tower Gregory park

9/1/2018 12:50 PM

157

small town feel water tower

8/31/2018 2:33 PM

158

everything should be open to change

8/31/2018 12:57 PM

159

The distinctive water tower at the heart of downtown should stay and be highlighted as the beacon
to downtown. The library is very good.

8/31/2018 11:46 AM

160

WATER TOWER Save it

8/31/2018 11:31 AM

161

Small town feel - you see someone you know every time you're in public.

8/31/2018 8:56 AM

162

Collaborative vibe, focus on quality of life

8/30/2018 7:10 PM

163

The historic water tower, everything else that I can think of is open to some change, some small &
some larger

8/30/2018 6:00 PM

164

Decent, affordable living spaces, and options for low income people to be able to buy food.

8/30/2018 5:05 PM

165

1. The flavor of the downtown area (Laurel Street) but add more businesses to make it a
destination. 2. The location of the hospital.

8/30/2018 1:46 PM

166

1. Green space (parks) 2.Schools

8/29/2018 2:11 PM

167

Creating business downtown Brainerd Healthy initiative

8/29/2018 10:49 AM

168

The historic buildings and the charm of downtown.

8/29/2018 10:32 AM

169

Nothing should ever stay the same.

8/29/2018 7:40 AM

170

Strong Schools Capitalize on the rich history

8/28/2018 3:19 PM

171

connection to the natural environment commitment to multi-cultural values

8/28/2018 2:21 PM

172

Good health care. City transportation

8/28/2018 12:25 PM

173

Preserve NP Center

8/28/2018 12:17 PM

174

variety of restaurants, community events

8/28/2018 11:57 AM

175

small-town feel, and the parks

8/28/2018 9:51 AM

176

A sense of community and offering health education classes

8/27/2018 3:11 PM

177

I like the older buildings provided they are kept up. The cities like Hutchinson and Alexandria do a
nice job with their downtown look and feel.

8/27/2018 2:06 PM

178

small town feel

8/27/2018 11:30 AM
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179

Railroad history and access to Mississippi river.

8/27/2018 8:37 AM

180

Maintain its connection to the Brainerd Lakes Area and build off this opportunity. Stay committed to
BLAEDC.

8/27/2018 7:26 AM

181

Tower and City Hall

8/26/2018 3:55 PM

182

For the city of Brainerd, it has some beautiful older commercial buildings and homes that should
be maintained. It continues to look for ways to keep a strong diverse economy.

8/24/2018 9:21 PM

183

Northwoods/Green space. Smart growth.

8/24/2018 8:41 PM

184

not sure

8/24/2018 2:37 PM

185

Old Buildings

8/24/2018 1:29 PM

186

Preserve as much of the original buildings as possible. Continue efforts to update existing
buildings...from the River to the Rails project. Keep the downtown area the Hub....school, future art
center, government center for the City and for the County.

8/24/2018 12:55 PM

187

Water Tower and other historic buildings in downtown.

8/24/2018 11:57 AM

188

Water Tower needs to stay. Progressive school system and county gov.

8/24/2018 10:25 AM

189

Old mixed with new. The presence of the faith community and the arts community.

8/24/2018 10:17 AM

190

1. Focus on the historic and quaintness of the community as a unique place to live, work and visit
....with the history of natives, railroad, river, timber/logging/paper. 2. Continue focus on the river
and downtown as focal areas, but set the stage for economic development that fits with the
character.

8/24/2018 10:16 AM

191

The arts/entertainment put on by LAMF, gregory park

8/24/2018 10:00 AM

192

Its' outreach to be a tourist destination. Keep improving downtown.

8/24/2018 8:59 AM

193

1. maintain as much historical infrastructure as possible 2. protect the trees, water, air, etc.

8/24/2018 8:33 AM

194

Keep investing in downtown and maintain lots of public green space

8/24/2018 8:23 AM

195

Warrior Pride (build on this) and good green spaces

8/24/2018 8:20 AM

196

Historic buildings. Parks.

8/24/2018 7:35 AM

197

nothing

8/24/2018 5:00 AM

198

The old iconic water tower is a great, unique feature. The Parks should stay and if anything, create
more of them

8/23/2018 9:44 PM

199

Accepting of outsiders Care Communities

8/23/2018 2:36 PM

200

Artists downtown, unique shops

8/23/2018 2:35 PM

201

Historical buildings Downtown small business development

8/23/2018 11:58 AM

202

DOWNTOWN CHARACTER, HOMETOWN FEEL

8/23/2018 11:17 AM

203

Focus on moving forward

8/23/2018 10:48 AM

204

Friendliness of businesses Celebrations

8/23/2018 10:44 AM

205

The water tower is a nice icon- however I realize it would be expensive to keep. Keep bike paths
in city and downtown business opportunities growing

8/23/2018 9:16 AM

206

Small town atmosphere, up north feeling, like you are on vacation, but get to stay !

8/23/2018 9:06 AM

207

Continue redevelopment of downtown area Funding for community focus projects such as CW
Energized

8/23/2018 8:43 AM

208

Excellent hospital and school system, and cost of living low-

8/23/2018 8:43 AM

209

The school district and faith communities are strong, but can improve their work.

8/23/2018 8:41 AM

210

The charm of the northern lifestyle.

8/23/2018 8:28 AM

211

Small town vibe, outdoors are a priority

8/23/2018 8:15 AM

212

Historical buildings and small businesses

8/23/2018 8:09 AM
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213

community activities for both children and seniors. neighborhood get togethers

8/23/2018 8:02 AM

214

Commitment to city improvements (ie roadways) Church and schools

8/23/2018 7:43 AM

215

Water tower as a permanent land mark. We need to keep more retail for locals

8/23/2018 7:31 AM

216

Green space, focus on outdoor activities

8/23/2018 7:03 AM

217

The charm and the closeness of the community

8/23/2018 6:58 AM

218

Water tower and Gregory Park

8/23/2018 12:34 AM

219

1) The historic features/ down town Brainerd 2) Keep the parks, and grounds/sidewalks
maintained in order to stay appealing. (Curb appeal)

8/22/2018 9:11 PM

220

1) The historic downtown 2) Neighborhood schools

8/22/2018 9:11 PM

221

Welcoming guests with a variety of interests. Sheps.

8/22/2018 9:08 AM

222

Friendliness, focus on children

8/22/2018 12:24 AM

223

Water tower and Gregory park

8/21/2018 9:59 PM

224

To stay the same but continue updating. Hospital and schools

8/21/2018 4:52 PM

225

Historic charm, unique shops

8/21/2018 4:11 PM

226

The water tower should stay.

8/21/2018 3:17 PM

227

Neighborhoods Water Tower :)

8/21/2018 3:08 PM

228

Water Tower and community action events

8/21/2018 2:02 PM

229

Strong education system Beauty of lakes (including Mississippi) and forests

8/21/2018 1:34 PM

230

Parks downtown

8/21/2018 1:32 PM

231

everything can improve

8/21/2018 11:49 AM

232

Keep the Dial a Ride buses at all cost Save the old water tower

8/21/2018 11:47 AM

233

1. Holiday Street Lamp Decor 2. Coco Moon & Sage

8/21/2018 11:07 AM

234

I have yet to see something that should stay

8/21/2018 10:27 AM

235

anything that is historic or tourist attractions

8/21/2018 9:43 AM

236

The water tower and historical buildings

8/21/2018 9:36 AM

237

Keep the history of the northside neighborhood and the train station

8/21/2018 9:25 AM

238

The water tower

8/20/2018 9:18 PM

239

1. Lots of greenery, instead of just concrete and asphalt. 2. Historic buildings.

8/17/2018 9:41 PM

240

Focus on the river and being an anchor for the lakes area.

8/17/2018 5:36 PM

241

Parks & Rec

8/16/2018 5:08 PM

242

Gregory Park if it will and can be updated , cleaned and maintained . I do like and support the
Splash Pad idea . The Public Library and also the old Museum located by the old Court House .

8/16/2018 2:10 PM

243

Good schools Nature areas

8/16/2018 12:19 AM

244

Preserve historical buildings/sites. Avoid big box stores and strip malls.

8/15/2018 11:10 AM

245

Open spaces and improving the bike trails

8/14/2018 7:45 PM

246

4th of july & Christmas Decorations

8/14/2018 2:46 AM

247

The old school feel of some of the classic architecture downtown, as well as the friendlessness of
the local population.

8/14/2018 12:59 AM

248

Unique and quiet

8/13/2018 8:31 PM

249

The water tower and hmmmmmm.can't think if anything else

8/13/2018 6:46 PM

250

Affordable transportation and affordable family oriented activities.

8/13/2018 5:35 PM

251

Historic water tower should be kept.

8/13/2018 3:32 PM
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252

Fourth of July Celebration

8/13/2018 3:00 PM

253

The greenspaces, and the mix of housing options.

8/13/2018 1:36 PM

254

planters

8/12/2018 8:00 PM

255

The old Water Tower and Gregory Park

8/7/2018 4:33 PM

256

A lot of trees, having a college

8/4/2018 9:07 PM

257

Community feel, and parks

8/2/2018 5:08 PM

258

historic feeling, being the hub of the city

8/2/2018 4:00 PM

259

water tower, small town feel

8/2/2018 10:39 AM

260

Gathering place Family friendly tourism

8/1/2018 3:51 PM

261

Brainerd as a government, educational and retail center. Brainerd as a service and an ecenter.

8/1/2018 2:04 PM

262

Community Collaborations Business Growth

7/31/2018 3:42 PM

263

keep up the parks/maintaining the schools

7/30/2018 5:12 PM

264

The ability of LSS Brainerd to serve the community and the ability of Central Lakes Community
College to coordinate community efforts.

7/30/2018 11:58 AM

265

Minnesota Nice, Historic Buildings

7/30/2018 11:49 AM

266

Main Street feel of Downtown Brainerd Sidewalks

7/30/2018 11:37 AM

267

Employment opportunities & School District centralization

7/30/2018 10:44 AM

268

Revitalization efforts in Downtown Brainerd. Independence day festivities and fireworks.

7/30/2018 8:53 AM

269

Atmosphere of Northwoods Commitment to education, libraries, culture.

7/28/2018 4:20 PM

270

Water tower, Gregory Park Fountain

7/27/2018 8:38 AM

271

emphasis on the Mississippi River and on revitalizing the downtown and the history of Brainerd
(i.e. railroad)

7/25/2018 9:44 PM

272

Gregory Park. Location of schools and library.

7/25/2018 2:23 PM

273

government building and medical care

7/24/2018 7:17 PM

274

It has a nice small town, almost rural feel that is nice. Store owners make you feel like they can
remember you

7/24/2018 6:13 PM

275

downtown and water tower

7/24/2018 2:56 PM

276

Historical sites saved. We've lost too many. Good services (Police/Fire/Park and Rec)

7/24/2018 11:48 AM

277

Water tower and parks

7/24/2018 10:30 AM

278

Neighborhood parks, Lincoln school should not be torn down!

7/23/2018 8:15 PM

279

Historic neighborhoods. School focus

7/23/2018 7:49 PM

280

1. Major historical landmarks maintained 2. The parks

7/23/2018 8:28 AM

281

Our character and its buildings.

7/22/2018 9:37 AM

282

sidewalks and comprehensive planning

7/21/2018 9:33 AM

283

historic buildings & icons (water tower)

7/21/2018 7:56 AM

284

I really can't think of anything that should stay the same. Things need change.

7/21/2018 6:38 AM

285

The new entrepreneurial spirit downtown, particularly the expansion of arts and humanities. Also,
the parks and green space.

7/20/2018 9:11 PM

286

Historical

7/20/2018 8:52 PM

287

The historic water tower. The heart of the area. It just needs a quadruple bypass to keep pumping
blood into the area

7/20/2018 8:04 PM

288

Keep promoting mobility with sidewalks, bike paths, etc. Keep activities going such as community
programs at libraries, parks, downtown block parties for citizen engagement.

7/20/2018 6:22 PM
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289

I appreciate the historical buildings being repurposed and the number of parks/greenspace.

7/20/2018 5:41 PM

290

Family owned housing and historic downtown buildings.

7/20/2018 4:29 PM

291

1. The growing art/cultural climate 2. A vision focusing on and expanding on the natural beauty
theme

7/20/2018 4:20 PM

292

The health care system & educational opportunities for our children.

7/20/2018 3:51 PM

293

1. Water tower 2. Lake/up north image

7/20/2018 3:23 PM

294

The old water tower should always remain. Downtown buildings should retain their original
characteristics.

7/20/2018 2:33 PM

295

The new spirit of hope. That's all. Everything else can change.

7/20/2018 2:17 PM

296

The surrounding area and focus on natural aspects of the area

7/20/2018 1:58 PM

297

water tower & growth

7/20/2018 1:26 PM

298

Parks. Library. Or should be improved &/or expanded.

7/20/2018 1:18 PM

299

Centralized business district Park & Rec system

7/20/2018 1:13 PM

300

Historic Water Tower, can't think of another

7/20/2018 1:11 PM

301

Parks and library

7/20/2018 12:37 PM

302

1. Continue to preserve old buildings and landmarks (including the water tower - especially the
water tower) 2. Continue to work on maker the town more user friendly - i.e. bike trails, parks,
outdoor spaces.

7/20/2018 12:35 PM

303

The water tower Gregory Park

7/20/2018 12:33 PM

304

Historical charm and sense of belonging

7/20/2018 12:19 PM

305

The water tower and the historic downtown

7/20/2018 12:14 PM

306

1. Keep up the community events 2. Continue to embrace and emphasize our Railroad lineage

7/20/2018 10:22 AM

307

Parks and Trails

7/18/2018 11:49 AM

308

History

7/17/2018 10:36 AM

309

The Parks System should stay the same as well as promoting small businesses.

7/16/2018 11:18 PM

310

Knowledge of our history and the strength to improve our future

7/16/2018 11:48 AM

311

Promotion of local businesses

7/16/2018 11:29 AM

312

Focus on lakes/trees; strong schools

7/15/2018 6:59 PM

313

Watertower and parks

7/15/2018 9:38 AM

314

The watertower (well fixed up but it needs to stay) the train station buildings.

7/14/2018 9:29 PM

315

historic buildings and small businesses

7/13/2018 2:08 PM

316

community activities

7/13/2018 8:25 AM

317

City Limits and Fourth of July Celebration

7/13/2018 6:55 AM

318

Gregory Park as it is,

7/12/2018 9:53 PM

319

Being a resort town

7/12/2018 3:57 PM

320

Parks and schools.

7/12/2018 3:40 PM

321

unsure

7/12/2018 3:33 PM

322

lakes & trees, small town feel

7/12/2018 2:00 PM

323

The water tower and the visitor center

7/12/2018 1:54 PM

324

good sidewalks

7/12/2018 12:17 PM

325

the small town feel services for low income, disabled, seniors

7/12/2018 11:52 AM

326

The small town feel downtown, also the arts in the park is very well recieved.

7/12/2018 9:22 AM
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327

Cleanliness, improvements

7/12/2018 3:29 AM

328

Historic buildings and the 4th of July fireworks

7/11/2018 10:14 PM

329

Keep the library for everyone to be able to surf the web or just read a book pick out movies.

7/11/2018 1:46 PM

330

The fountain at gerorgery park and the old water tower

7/11/2018 1:11 PM

331

Mix of old and new (as in buildings). I’d love to see new businesses in some of those historic
buildings

7/11/2018 12:16 PM

332

Gregory Park, Franklin Art Center

7/11/2018 12:11 PM

333

the air is different in Brainerd, that's a good thibg. would love to retire there. if more jobs would
have already.

7/11/2018 11:59 AM

334

Keep the historical buildings

7/11/2018 10:19 AM

335

Good schools. A few merchants

7/11/2018 10:19 AM

336

The green/ plants/ Trees/ flowers planted .

7/11/2018 10:11 AM

337

Um.....I got nothin

7/11/2018 10:05 AM

338

Low crime rate, decent low rent places

7/11/2018 8:28 AM

339

The changes that are happening downtown.

7/11/2018 3:32 AM

340

The 4th of July parade, the music played during the day.

7/11/2018 2:47 AM

341

Location of the Highschool and the parks around town.

7/11/2018 1:14 AM

342

Great community theater, college growth

7/11/2018 1:03 AM

343

Perkins and the parks Paul Bunyan trail is cool

7/11/2018 12:39 AM

344

The beauty of the area and the small town feel

7/11/2018 12:39 AM

345

We should keep our historic buildings. We should maintain our walkable, historic neighborhoods.

7/11/2018 12:33 AM

346

The historic water tower, and historic sites

7/11/2018 12:30 AM

347

History and parks

7/11/2018 12:29 AM

348

Hometown feel. Friendliness

7/11/2018 12:26 AM

349

The landmark water tower and Paul and babe

7/11/2018 12:25 AM

350

Water tower Downtown

7/11/2018 12:17 AM

351

I like how a lot of places are conveniently located close to downtown. You can go to the post office,
make a bank run, and get a coffee or lunch if you chose. I like that there is a good amount of
businesses within walking distance. Another thing I love is the local businesses! I like how the
money spent in these businesses stay within the city and isn't paying some CEO that already
makes more than most people do in a lifetime.

7/11/2018 12:10 AM

352

Northern feel and parks

7/11/2018 12:05 AM

353

To be honest i cant think of one thing

7/10/2018 11:53 PM

354

The big water tower and Washington street

7/10/2018 11:43 PM

355

Downtown renovations, valuing city parks

7/10/2018 11:23 PM

356

Food places and the book store in downtown!! At more places to shop in Brainerd!!!!-

7/10/2018 11:20 PM

357

Nothing

7/10/2018 11:07 PM

358

Community service oriented — great service clubs Great people

7/10/2018 11:04 PM

359

Keep investing in downtown, it should be a lively place. Housing prices are affordable for normal
people!!!!

7/10/2018 10:57 PM

360

Original court house and city hall

7/10/2018 8:01 PM

361

Kiwanis Park and access to The Mississippi river

7/10/2018 6:54 PM

362

Dedication to education Downtown is cleaning up well! I’m excited for progress!

7/10/2018 5:51 PM
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363

The parks, library

7/10/2018 4:28 PM

364

Paul Bunyan everywhere and the historical aspects of Brainerd.

7/10/2018 1:14 PM

365

Government centers on Laurel & quality downtown restaurants

7/10/2018 12:01 PM

366

Access to quality healthcare. Continued emphasis on local events and activities.

7/10/2018 10:50 AM

367

A vibrant downtown. Parks and access to the riverfront.

7/10/2018 9:22 AM

368

1. Preserve/restore historic buildings, water tower 2. Parks

7/9/2018 12:40 PM

369

Branding and industry

7/7/2018 1:26 PM

370

The old historic water tower.

7/6/2018 6:28 PM

371

Good streets, reliable utilities

7/6/2018 12:05 PM

372

Parks and the way that brainerd represents the greater area ie: "Brainerd Lakes Area"

7/5/2018 3:02 PM

373

Historic water tower and downtown buildings

7/5/2018 1:46 PM

374

The name, aaaaaaand.....

7/4/2018 3:15 PM

375

Our neighborhood schools and annual community events that are held (Street Fest, Arts in the
Park, etc)

7/4/2018 9:21 AM

376

Focus on history and the outdoors

7/3/2018 11:57 PM

377

Public safety and parks/trails

7/3/2018 9:54 PM

378

Historical features and schools.

7/3/2018 8:53 PM

379

Don’t tear down any of the buildings that speak of Brainerd’s history unless they’re a safety hazard
and cannot be repaired. And keep the hometown feeling going on.

7/3/2018 7:40 PM

380

enhance the small business idea not the craft or other city idea

7/3/2018 7:32 PM

381

Historic buildings

7/3/2018 7:24 PM

382

Schools and businesses

7/3/2018 6:42 PM

383

Continued growth and support of small businesses

7/3/2018 5:29 PM

384

The historic buildings absolutely have to stay; they are beautiful, charming and link us to the past.
The other thing is that the downtown area of Brainerd has a history of being filled with locallyowned businesses vs franchises or corporations. Although it would not hurt to have a few popular
franchised businesses, an effort to maintain locally owned, unique business downtown will help
enhance the character of Brainerd.

7/3/2018 4:28 PM

385

beautiful parks and good roads

7/3/2018 4:10 PM

386

The Northside neighborhood. Keeping the historical character in the downtown area.

7/3/2018 4:10 PM

387

nothing is forever

7/3/2018 4:09 PM

388

focusing on downtown, working with college and hospital

7/3/2018 12:20 PM

389

Our respect towards the parks and the desire to be a healthy community

7/3/2018 8:53 AM
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Q7 What areas need the most improvement in Brainerd? (choose your
top 3)
Answered: 434

Skipped: 199
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Attractive setting and natural environment

16.59%

72

48.62%

211

Safe and academically successful public schools

12.21%

53

Good quality health care

11.06%

48

A wide range of retail/restaurant services

20.74%

90

Part of a stable/growing local area economy

20.97%

91

Access to technology

3.69%

16

Public transportation options

19.82%

86

Cultural, artistic and entertainment opportunities

17.51%

76

Recreational opportunities/public parks/open space

18.20%

79

A range of housing choices at reasonable prices

29.03%

126

Access to the Mississippi River

17.05%

74

Available employment opportunities

9.91%

43

Walkability

16.59%

72

City government provides a wide range of good public services

6.91%

30

Safe neighborhoods and streets

34.33%

149

Other (please specify)

14.75%

64

High-quality/high income employment opportunities

Total Respondents: 434
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Crack down on crime. One of the best ways to improve a town is to make it safe. If you make it
safe, people will move there.

9/17/2018 8:14 AM

2

I know we have the YMCA, but that either needs to be IMPROVED or we NEED a community
center!!!

9/16/2018 9:31 PM

3

Planning and zoning

9/16/2018 7:48 PM

4

BRD is not an attractive city as a whole and does not capitalize enough on the natural
environment. Shopping places and restaurants are mixed with ugly buildings, small sidewalks, and
noisy fast moving traffic and ugly parking in the streets. I would like to see a "walkable water front"
area park that has outdoor seating restaurants, family areas and recreation areas. Like the river
front in San Antonio or the Kings Harbor river front on the San Jacinto river in Kingwood, TX.

9/16/2018 11:48 AM

5

less bars, more retail in downtown

9/16/2018 11:03 AM

6

More parks!

9/16/2018 9:32 AM

7

opportunities for youth and a place to gather

9/15/2018 7:22 PM

8

Making it easier to get from one place to another without being in bumper-to-bumper traffic. Two
main impediments: The Mississippi River and the railroad. We need more ways to get across
these two things. We also need higher speed limits in some areas for more speed variability,
which helps traffic on side streets be able to "get out" onto a busier street. Fewer stop signs would
also help (replace with "yield" signs in some areas, or roundabouts).

9/15/2018 11:18 AM

9

Businesses should be encouraged to hire home town people with the right skills and training.

9/15/2018 11:03 AM

10

Diversity

9/13/2018 3:11 PM

11

Inclusion of diversity, i.e. all protected classes

9/13/2018 1:05 PM
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12

Attractive setting, public open spaces, River access, walkability

9/13/2018 12:34 PM

13

Businesses in Brainerd are dying or coming it to the Baxter city limits. What is Brainerd offering
that would make a potential business stop and look at them?

9/13/2018 11:49 AM

14

Wheelchair accessibility

9/12/2018 6:52 PM

15

Vibrant downtown and those rec opportunities to work with comm ed/baxter as a TEAM

9/12/2018 1:14 PM

16

College with 4 year degree

9/11/2018 6:52 AM

17

More mental health (inpatient) facilities !

9/10/2018 11:34 AM

18

clean up the Meth/drug problem, roads/utilities, try to get rid of the run down look that a lot off the
city shows.

8/31/2018 12:57 PM

19

an attractive, vibrant, compelling downtown

8/31/2018 11:46 AM

20

Less rude drivers who threaten to run over pedestrians because they can't wait an extra few
seconds to let them cross.

8/30/2018 5:05 PM

21

Get the drug addicts out. Crime goes down, social/health costs plummet.

8/29/2018 7:40 AM

22

All of the above, of course!

8/24/2018 12:55 PM

23

Decrease rental housing to an optimal level for a community this size and create opportunities for
housing for people with higher discretionary spending.

8/24/2018 10:16 AM

24

housing and childcare that working families can afford

8/24/2018 8:33 AM

25

The housing is junk with the exception of the new units above Sage

8/23/2018 2:35 PM

26

Image of the downtown area- not just rowdy bar area

8/23/2018 8:43 AM

27

Too many dysfunctional family systems (high ACEs) produce children turning into adults who are
socially counterproductive.

8/23/2018 8:41 AM

28

needs to be more subsidized housing for the elderly, and better quality, quantity, and pricing for
meals on wheels.

8/23/2018 8:02 AM

29

The community is know for being run down and populated by those who are heavily involved in
drugs and are living on low incomes and government handouts. Many neighborhoods are run
down.

8/23/2018 7:43 AM

30

We need an outlet mall to attract the many visitors to the brainerd area and then support our
economy

8/23/2018 7:31 AM

31

Stop wasting money on downtown without building something like an event center to draw people
there.

8/22/2018 9:08 AM

32

Less rentals

8/21/2018 9:59 PM

33

WE NEED MORE TRAILS! We need to better connect Baxter and Brainerd over or under 371. We
need to connect our cities. 371 creates WAAAAAAy too big of a divide. It shouldn't be us verse
them. All students go to the same high school. bridge the gap and the stigma that one is better
than the other.

8/21/2018 11:07 AM

34

fewer rules and regulations

8/17/2018 5:36 PM

35

Bring in quality retail, quality restaurants, that will generate quality employment and boost your
local economy

8/16/2018 2:10 PM

36

Quaint, upscale downtown

8/15/2018 11:10 AM

37

downtown improvement including adding shopping and asthetic improvement

7/30/2018 5:12 PM

38

More aggressive action on properties/homes in poor condition

7/30/2018 10:44 AM

39

removal/fixing up eyesore properties on main thouroughfares

7/23/2018 8:28 AM

40

Appearance of various neighborhoods needs to be improved by the citizens who live there

7/22/2018 7:21 PM

41

Develop downtown.

7/22/2018 9:37 AM

42

When entering Brainerd from Crosby the initial drive on Washington is unattractive and provides
no definition for the community.

7/21/2018 9:33 AM

35 / 177

IMAGINEbrainerd - Brainerd's Vision for the Future
43

better winter care and timing for clean up for people that work. better alley care!

7/20/2018 8:52 PM

44

There is nothing wrong with homes being rentals, but the clients who come with it need further
vetting. Also, the property owners need to be better accountable and make investments in the
properties.

7/20/2018 6:22 PM

45

Daycare for working families, esp for infants.

7/20/2018 1:18 PM

46

Revitalized downtown - continue the efforts to bring more people into town

7/20/2018 12:14 PM

47

Road maintenance

7/16/2018 11:29 AM

48

Jobs with liveable incomes

7/13/2018 8:25 AM

49

Rental Properties. It all stems from that. This is the base population of Brainerd and my guess is a
majority of them are not interested in taking this survey.

7/13/2018 6:55 AM

50

Would love to see affordable housing for the elderly. More attention to handicapped parking in
correct place! As in CLOSEST to the door!

7/12/2018 3:40 PM

51

affordable daycare for nights and weekends

7/12/2018 11:52 AM

52

The family court system

7/12/2018 3:29 AM

53

Remove the slum lords and drug dealers

7/11/2018 10:14 PM

54

Less meth would be awesome

7/11/2018 10:05 AM

55

This is NOT the cities. It's ok to be a small town.

7/11/2018 3:32 AM

56

Stable neighborhoods, more ability to walk and bike safely and comfortably, increased focus on
quality of life.

7/11/2018 12:33 AM

57

Behind evergreen cemetery might be a great community park.

7/11/2018 12:17 AM

58

More stores to shop!! Plus a craft store

7/10/2018 11:20 PM

59

Events that’ll build sense of community

7/10/2018 10:57 PM

60

Progessive politics and an end to ignorance

7/10/2018 4:28 PM

61

Improve the quality of the housing stock

7/10/2018 9:22 AM

62

All of these.... not just the easy ones

7/4/2018 3:15 PM

63

food trucks open your eyes let the people choose omg what can a food truck hurt

7/3/2018 7:32 PM

64

Parking

7/3/2018 5:29 PM
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Q8 Tell us about the ones you picked:
Answered: 362

Skipped: 271

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

I think brainerd has really become an eyesore. I think the parks and other recreational places need
more character. Old buildings need a makeover.

9/17/2018 6:50 PM

2

Maintenance of public spaces, roads, and walkways are paramount to open and connected
communities. Residents will be encouraged to interact in person.

9/17/2018 6:47 PM

3

I like the out doors, would love to see some cultural things in the area like Sioux Falls and Fargo is
doing. A walkable downtown area that people want to visit

9/17/2018 5:27 PM

4

Brainerd is a great city, but primarily jobs are in the retail/tourist sector. Increasing opportunities in
high quality, well paying manufacturing and technology jobs would help.

9/17/2018 3:40 PM

5

High quality/high paying employment would lead to other supportive service businesses as well.
Creating and supporting these jobs would lead to the creation of higher-end home builds and
sales, salons, Auto sales and services, restaurants, clothiers, on and on. The potential to benefit
multitudes of industries is immense. The safety of our citizens is critical. You will never retain the
high end jobs without safe streets.

9/17/2018 2:50 PM

6

It is incredibly difficult to find a living wage employment opportunity in the area. Wages are
stagnant, service jobs don't pay the bills. The lack of culture is depressing.

9/17/2018 11:25 AM

7

Better paying jobs to help people move out of poverty. More housing options to keep people out of
poverty. Increased availability of the arts for all of the community.

9/17/2018 11:22 AM

8

housing is one of the most important things a person needs acess to the river would be nice i have
read about a river walk way

9/17/2018 11:08 AM

9

jobs economy i would have never moved away lost paper mill railroad

9/17/2018 9:02 AM

10

Brainerd has struggled to maintain safety. For the last 20 years, people don't go downtown
because of fights, bars and stabbings. For a long time, Brainerd has been fighting a losing battle
with Baxter. But, things are looking up.

9/17/2018 8:14 AM

11

If the area does not look better, people will not be interested in stopping in Brainerd. The jobs here
pay very poorly, many people cannot afford decent housing and have to rent from slum lords.
Changes need to be made with school administration to improve the schools overall - building new
schools is not the answer, teachers need better pay and need to be provided the materials needed
for their classrooms.

9/17/2018 8:00 AM

12

With the number of 18-30 year olds leaving the area, I wonder how much of our creative energy is
lost and thus given to other communities which are able to support the desires of such a
demographic. With the changing job market it seems as though more people could be retained
through various work/study/apprentice programs as well as supporting ventures which will promote
active, community driven lifestyles. We have great lakes, great trails and great people, it is vital to
continue to push for a conduit through which we can all work together as opposed to continually
trying to hoard our own piece of the pie.

9/17/2018 7:58 AM

13

Have to feel you can do things

9/17/2018 7:53 AM

14

Education needs to be upgraded, as well as medical services for children with special needs.
Every community needs more safety and security.

9/17/2018 4:31 AM

15

I believe people should have more options for public transportation that is affordable especially for
those on a limited income. We need more sidewalks or designated areas for walking, especially in
Baxter. We also need to have better paying jobs for our citizens. I personally know too many
people who have to work 2 or more jobs just to keep a roof over their heads and food on the table.

9/16/2018 11:45 PM
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16

Moving here from the Twin Cities, there are not the same caliber of jobs available. Especially
business-type jobs with decent salaries. A $75k job in the cities pays $35-40k here. You can't
make a living on that. Baxter has all the good retail and restaurants. Downtown Brainerd is like a
ghost town and is very focused on second hand retail. It's not a destination. Brainerd has a
reputation for high crime and feels unsafe to walk around in at times. There are sketchy people
loitering which drives people like me away.

9/16/2018 11:21 PM

17

If you have good paying jobs and a strong economy you will get people that actually have some
pride and respect contributing positively to our community

9/16/2018 11:08 PM

18

The acces to parks is wonderful- helps perk up neighborhoods. We need better transportation in
the city at all hours that is affordable for folks on tight income. We need more choices than
essentia and access to quality care

9/16/2018 11:05 PM

19

The classroom sizes in brainerd are very large, and it makes learning difficult for the children. With
the increasing drug rates in brainerd, some of the neighborhoods have become unsafe. Housing
within brainerd is expensive for the income rates within the area.

9/16/2018 10:26 PM

20

Brainerd has amenities, or potential access to amenities (River), but they don't seem to be
featured or are overlooked because of aesthetically-unpleasing surroundings. Need to find ways to
attract people to Brainerd and get them to stay rather than just passing through to do errands or
get to final travel destination.

9/16/2018 10:23 PM

21

Higher quality jobs will bring in more revenue and cultural diversity. While we have many parks
and the arb, some of them (ie Lum) need updated equipment, (see LaVern m Johnson park in
Lyon CO) and looking forward to splash pad. Walk ability had improved a little, but we still need
more. 13th & Washington was redone last year I was surprised a pedestrian walkway was not
added.

9/16/2018 10:04 PM

22

There are very few sidewalks in Brainerd. Pay around here is not competitive or high.

9/16/2018 9:50 PM

23

There are so many things to improve. I don't have time to say it all. In general Brainerd is low class
compared to Baxter and other areas. Need to draw better clientele to arts and better restaurants
and entertainment. Downtown is a place classy people won't go.

9/16/2018 9:48 PM

24

I would love more parks that are easily accessible and be able to walk to (or at least bike to).
Again, the Mighty Mississippi is a major area that Brainerd could really gain a lot from- Riverside
parks, shopping, locally-owned restaurants, etc would be a fantastic way to draw me away from
the big box row along 371 in Baxter.

9/16/2018 9:31 PM

25

More parks and trails Good local jobs

9/16/2018 9:14 PM

26

Basic needs and rights for all

9/16/2018 9:01 PM

27

It would be nice if there were more restaurants and shopping in the area. I feel like I have to drive
to Saint Cloud for any sort of shopping or for restaurants. While I do enjoy some of the food here,
there needs to be more choices and more chain & local choices. There also should be a splash
park for the kids during the summer.

9/16/2018 8:37 PM

28

Saffer place to live; brainerd aint safe especially in south brainerd

9/16/2018 8:37 PM

29

We need Higher income job opportunities, and reasons for those who make higher incomes to
invest their money back into the community. The more people who are milling about an area, the
more inherently busy those areas are in terms of economic stability and growth. The lack of foot
traffic in Brainerd is appalling, when compared to smaller towns within close geographical areas.
The amount of foot traffic could also be seen as how safe an area is, and that doesn't reflect well
on the public perspective of downtown Brainerd, either.

9/16/2018 8:16 PM

30

Safe streets, affordable housing, and good schools are the only way to attract new talent to the
area.

9/16/2018 8:16 PM

31

It just seems that planning for land use and zoning is not always well-thought-out, and is often set
aside when convenient.

9/16/2018 7:48 PM

32

With all of the business closings in the last couple years (JC Penney, Herbergers, Burger King...)
we need to have more businesses succeed in the Brainerd Lakes area. We need to not turn into
another St. Cloud with awful traffic and nothing unique to draw people to work/live in our area.
Developing the Mississippi river riverfront area is a must.

9/16/2018 7:19 PM
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33

brainerd needs to start keeping the buisness's in brainerd and not loose them to baxter they
should not just be worried about getting re elected to the brainerd city council just so they can get
a pay check for sitting on the board

9/16/2018 6:19 PM

34

Employment opportunities make a community better. Safety, security, environment and quality of
life improve.

9/16/2018 6:02 PM

35

Safety-seems to be a lot of crime in certain neighborhoods. More public spaces

9/16/2018 5:31 PM

36

Essentia Health needs to attract more talent. Good paying jobs should help us attract residents
that will care about the community enough to provide solutions to the drug infested areas we have
going on right now.

9/16/2018 4:57 PM

37

We should have a community center with a indoor park or a pool or a place of kids can get help
with school. We have no place where the middle class person can go with there family and have
fun without Breaking the bank. In the summer we need splash pads in some of our parks so kids
can go have fun and get cooled off. We don’t have a lot of open public beaches around here. We
don’t have a reasonable priced trasportation system in this area. Rent in this town is just too
expensive and getting a nice little house for a single person or even a house for a family is just too
much money.

9/16/2018 4:45 PM

38

need reason to be here

9/16/2018 4:33 PM

39

Some places are safer than others - everywhere should be safe!

9/16/2018 3:30 PM

40

Brainerd needs to embrace the local area. We are not the Twin Cities. We need better paying jobs
in the area as well as solid government support for the people.

9/16/2018 2:54 PM

41

Good jobs, quality housing and recreation build great communities!

9/16/2018 2:27 PM

42

There need to be more middle income apartments and family homes for sale, not rent.

9/16/2018 2:08 PM

43

Not enough high paying jobs here. Everything is minimum wage can't make a living on minimum
wage.

9/16/2018 12:51 PM

44

There needs to be more employment opportunities other than what's available now. There should
be a better public transportation option other than an expensive taxi or a tiny bus.

9/16/2018 12:45 PM

45

The hardest part that Brainerd struggles with I believe is the lack of jobs where people can make a
truly livable wage

9/16/2018 12:32 PM

46

Need to change the attitude of employers who think that the privilege of living in 'vacationland'
means one should not complain about low wages. Everything costs $$.

9/16/2018 12:00 PM

47

The combination of natural beauty (being on the Mississippi River, wooded areas, and the area
history) is overshadowed by run down buildings and minimal park/shop/eat/biking areas. We make
a big deal about the water tower, but it is uninviting, you can't walk to it easily, and the traffic noise
is awful. If you go downtown you do not know the river is so big and so near. Poor use of this
incredible natural beauty. It seems the only people who go downtown at night are bar hoppers.
The only people who go downtown during the day are folks who work there. We NEVER go to
BRD for dinner - ever. And, we only do lunch at fast food restaurants, sandwich and pizza shops
located on Washington. We do not turn off of S. Washington often. It seems unsafe and there are
no good restaurants. We take a trip to the places on Gull Lake and Nisswa instead. Sorry...

9/16/2018 11:48 AM

48

Need more jobs with better pay. Too many people leave Brnd for healthcare. Need new blood
running things around here!

9/16/2018 11:48 AM

49

jobs are the driving factor for improvement!

9/16/2018 11:45 AM

50

Baxter has more retail and less bars in a close proximity. The cities should work together and
spread it out more evenly.

9/16/2018 11:03 AM

51

I think Brainerd would attract more people if there were more bike trails through the city as well as
walking trails and Parks along the Mississippi River

9/16/2018 10:43 AM

52

I now go to cities for everything checked. Would like to support this area

9/16/2018 10:24 AM

53

Highlight the natural beauty of trees, lakes and river. Provide wide variety of cultural, artistic and
athletic opportunities for locals and to entice outsiders to come eat, stay, play and enjoy. Safety
should always be a priority. Identify patterns of what hinders safety.

9/16/2018 10:21 AM
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54

We need to reverse the suburbanization of brainerd in relation to baxter. What once was a small
city with a downtown has turned into a forgotten downtown with a ever expanding strip mall of
baxter with little to no urban planning or design

9/16/2018 10:14 AM

55

Good jobs will drive economy and development. Maybe people would spend their money IN
Brainerd rather than Baxter. We have public transportation, but people don't know there is a
ROUTE and you don't need to take just dial a ride. You can show up at a bus stop and just get on.
But there are zero bus stop signs and zero route schedules posted. How are you supposed to
increase riders if people don't know it exists. I have never been to a city where people are just
supposed to magically know where the stops are and what time buses are scheduled to come.
Maybe POST SOME SIGNS!!!! People also need to a feel safe in their community. High poverty
means higher drug use and higher crime.

9/16/2018 10:12 AM

56

It seems businesses don't last long in Brainerd. We need a reason for people to come here. Baxter
is thriving- Brainerd is not.

9/16/2018 10:02 AM

57

The city of Brainerd and Crow Wing County Council try there hardest to make it difficult for young
women to receive reproductive health care. I believe the city should find a vasectomy program for
men in the BLA.

9/16/2018 10:02 AM

58

There isn't a lot of high income jobs around here and openings for those jobs are few and far
between. Some good jobs are only part time and people do not qualify for insurance. In order to
become a better community it starts with a good education and start those kids young so they can
become an asset to the community not a burden.

9/16/2018 9:56 AM

59

There should be good paying jobs to keep interest for educated people to stay. The
sightseeing/natural environment has to be welcoming to the residence and for tourists to want to
come and see

9/16/2018 9:53 AM

60

There is very little to do in Brainerd Lakes Area, unless you live on a lake. No public pool, no
community center. Zoo, Paul Bunyan costs lots of money. Where are the bikes you can rent (like
Mpls), where are the canoes you can rent? We live on the gorgeous Mississippi River and there is
nothing to do close or on the river. That in my opinion is our strongest asset!

9/16/2018 9:32 AM

61

An appealing downtown would be great. Close the slimy bars and do something about all the meth
heads moving in to our area. Look at Alexandria and their downtown. Brained has lost all sense of
community.

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

62

Figure out ways to improve the uniqueness of the Brainerd area and not succumb to simply
copying the "corporate chain growth model". You have done some good things with renovation the
last few years, keep it up.

9/16/2018 9:17 AM

63

There are nowhere near enough high quality high income jobs in the area. The papermill used to
provide that. We need a major industry in town again. And we need safe streets

9/16/2018 9:14 AM

64

Moving here I was shocked at the lack of public transportation. Dial a ride? We need a bus line!
More variety in restaurants! If not mom and pop dining establishments! Finally, employment. The
city needs to bring in more businesses that will offer millennials a better paying job. There is
nothing here that will offer that.

9/16/2018 9:14 AM

65

We can't compete with 'the strip' in Baxter. We need our own brand. We have character. Local
businesses need $$ to survive. We can offer choices not available in Baxter. Pribably more tilted
to entertainment and the arts.

9/16/2018 9:12 AM

66

Walkability, because it’s still difficult to push a stroller on streets with no sidewalk or a very badly
cracked one. Higher wage jobs because of Brainerd can find and attract businesses that pay
better, the overall quality of the city will go up as more money is being generated in the form of
taxes and poured back into the community. And more recreational things and parks because the
parks we do have are not ones I want to bring my children to. With histories of drugs and
stabbings, there needs to be improvement. More recreational opportunities may help overall
increase the community values and character, which would help Brainerd in lessening or even
eliminating its “hick” reputation.

9/16/2018 9:09 AM

67

Would like to see metal detectors at all School entrances. You shouldn’t need state and county
assistance to be able to afford housing. There are plenty of us who work full time to support family
but cannot afford decent housing. The crime and drug levels are constantly increasing. Would like
to feel safe in my community.

9/16/2018 9:08 AM
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68

Since the paper mill closed there are no sustainable economic opportunities for employment that
will attract people to move to our area. Low minimum wage jobs will not entice people to come or
stay here. Quit handing out free services. People do move here because it’s so easy to get free
welfare services and they don’t have to even bother to work!

9/16/2018 9:07 AM

69

shops - restaurants - events that will bring quality people downtown

9/16/2018 9:03 AM

70

We need more up and coming shopping in brainerd, there's nothing in the mall anymore and no
one shops at malls anyway. We need more entertainment options especially in the winter besides
bowling and movies.

9/16/2018 8:56 AM

71

Taking billing more serious and mental heath. Higher pay being able for our kids to play outside
without worry

9/16/2018 8:54 AM

72

Safety, employment, and technology, these are imparitive for the American Dream.

9/16/2018 8:54 AM

73

We need to bring better jobs into our community to get more people wanting to move to Brainerd,

9/16/2018 8:53 AM

74

Downtown brainerd isn't very attractive. It would be more welcoming if it was updated and had
more natural settings. I am worried about the safety lately to the point of avoiding the area.

9/16/2018 8:38 AM

75

many jobs don't pay enough or offer enough hours for people to afford decent housing. Housing
costs do not correlate with wages. Transportation options are very limited and unreliable- city bus
does not offer evening and weekend options. Other things like community taxis are too expensive
for people.

9/16/2018 8:21 AM

76

Need to collaborate regionally to attract high quality jobs to Brainerd and partner with HS and CLC
to educate local residents to have the skills for those jobs; invest to make downtown great again,
and improve the looks of Washington St as main thoroughfare of Brnd. Keep water tower as
identifiable landmark of Brnd, create small park around it.

9/16/2018 7:57 AM

77

Nah

9/16/2018 7:47 AM

78

*downtown has been the home to bars and pawnshops for too long *cleanup the drug dealing
neighborhoods *for decades the norm has been the rich or connected kids are allowed sports
playing time & others warm the bench - if kids are not into sports, music or academic competitions
there is little to do & no where to hang out

9/15/2018 7:22 PM

79

Parks, open spaces and natural resources attract companies to provide good job to the people that
live there. People have to enjoy where the work AND live. Brainerd does not provide a place
where companies want to develop because the city do not invest in the people that live there.

9/15/2018 2:05 PM

80

more low income housing.

9/15/2018 1:24 PM

81

Housing is WAY TOO EXPENSIVE for most people.

9/15/2018 11:18 AM

82

So many other towns encourage businesses to have flowers and more welcoming store fronts.
Brainerd could tie in the paper mill and railroad history better and this will encourage walking tours,
bike tours, etc, Brainerd organizations are notorious for hiring outside the area even when there
are well qualified people here.

9/15/2018 11:03 AM

83

the Brainerd economy is stagnant whereas the Brainerd Lakes Area economy is vibrant and
growing; I think this has a bit to do with city councils that accomplish little and stifle growth and
opportunity but also think it is the result of poor planning and lack of a cohesive vision. We have
inadequate rental property within the city of Brainerd. And what we do have is generally sub-par.
We have a number of landlords that do not maintain their property at a reasonable level, many
overcharge for their deplorable spaces and some are outright bullies

9/14/2018 1:26 PM

84

the Brainerd economy itself feels stagnant while the Brainerd Lakes Area seems more vibrant and
growing residential rental property in Brainerd is sub-par, we have too many landlords that do not
maintain their properties, overcharge tenants for deplorable space and a few are outright bullies.
Parks & Rec have lost a few steps over the years and we have had too many city councils that
accomplish little and stifle growth and opportunity

9/14/2018 1:17 PM

85

Safety is very important, want good economic growth too

9/14/2018 11:57 AM

86

no health care provider options

9/14/2018 9:20 AM

87

Expanded public transportation opportunities and a variety of housing stock will support growth
and opportunity in the future

9/14/2018 8:08 AM

88

More jobs with better pay

9/13/2018 3:58 PM
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89

Brainerd needs to be more friendly to people who are less Christian, less white, and less midwestern.

9/13/2018 3:11 PM

90

Downtown Brainerd and NE Brainerd are a little unsafe. There isn't much for nice houses for rent
in the Brainerd area. I believe students should feel safe n public schools

9/13/2018 2:45 PM

91

Strong employment and income creates a stable tax base for city projects Safe neighborhoods and
streets promote livability and strong community ties City government providing faster, more
productive services creates better community involvement and makes us more efficient

9/13/2018 2:15 PM

92

I feel like Brainerd needs more artsy bars and restaurants in the downtown area. The current
establishments do not look nor feel safe. They are a bit on the seedy side. Sorry.

9/13/2018 2:00 PM

93

I think we should enhance the natural environment that we have and make better use of the river
and river front that we have. Down town is getting some more attention and new businesses but
we still need more to pull people into town. I also think if we had some unique venues, we would
get more cultural and artistic interest.

9/13/2018 1:50 PM

94

There just aren't enough living wage jobs in our community. It is difficult to find affordable housing,
especially when employment doesn't pay high enough wages, and transportation limits location.
Our community is not always open to diversity. We are home to a population of people from nonCaucasian racial and ethnic groups, as well as people from the LGBT community, but they are not
equitably represented or welcomed. Our government, schools, and businesses need to do better.

9/13/2018 1:05 PM

95

I work with many students that have a tough time finding good jobs while attending college. Also
our public transportation is poor to non-existent.

9/13/2018 12:56 PM

96

much of Brainerd still lacks sidewalk and trails, which makes walking challenging. Many property
owners have simply removed all trees - this makes property maintenance easier for landlords but
degrades the quality of the neighborhoods. I'd like better access to the river!

9/13/2018 12:54 PM

97

I luckily have a job, with a pretty good income. I unfortunately feel stuck because there are limited
opportunities to make what I make elsewhere. I feel the retail and restaurants are kind of limited,
even if we discuss chains. I think technology is a spot we could really set ourselves apart from
other communities near by if we could lead in the technology of the area.

9/13/2018 12:29 PM

98

We want to keep our money local but need choices in order to do that (prefer not going online).
We live in lake country,but we need to be able to access the river and the beauty/tranquility
around that.

9/13/2018 12:12 PM

99

They are all important but education and employment keep people around and keep the area
growing

9/13/2018 12:11 PM

100

With 2 main highways intersecting in the area it's difficult to keep a natural environment but
important to keep city ordinances in place to ensure locals do their best to keep the area attractive.
MUST HAVE better bike trail system - a lot of trails don't go anywhere and don't connect to
anything. Some streets don't even have shoulders big enough for bicyclists. How about a
pedestrian overpass over 371?? Many parks are small and known only to the residents that live in
a few block area around it.

9/13/2018 12:01 PM

101

Our schools are successful for most students, but students who are from minority populations do
not feel included or safe. Transportation limitations keep poor people from being able to get to
where the jobs are. Decent, affordable housing is in short supply.

9/13/2018 12:00 PM

102

To compete and keep its citizenry here Brainerd needs to compete with bigger cities that pay
more, and have better jobs. With that a good start would be getting quite a few more high tech,
high paying jobs in which the workers don't have to concentrate as much on just trying to survive
paycheck to paycheck. With that people could spend more in our local economy. Secondly
housing is a big issue here in Brainerd I personally have met many people whos
houses/apartments have black mold all over, leaks, roofs collapsing, or you cant drink the water.
But the major issue with that is people want way to much for rentals or houses, we need to get
more reasonably priced housing and more updated like Baxter. Lastly here in Brainerd a lot of
people struggle from paycheck to paycheck if the city could alleviate that pain by giving its citizens
more benefits like city wide internet, more free public events, or things like free lunches at schools.

9/13/2018 11:51 AM

103

New businesses that come to the area go to Baxter. They have the traffic to support them. What
does Brainerd offer that Baxter doesn't. There is more to Brainerd than the 371 corridor, but you
don't know that if your not from here.

9/13/2018 11:49 AM
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Good paying, quality jobs bring economic growth to the community. Public parks, natural open
spaces and safe neighborhoods and streets allow families to live and enjoy the area which keeps
the community alive.

9/13/2018 11:40 AM

105

There are no good jobs that pay well in town. Once you are somewhere decent there is no place
to go. So your stuck

9/13/2018 11:39 AM

106

The river is currently under utilized as resource which could be used to promote kayaking, walking
etc. Employment opportunities are limited in the area for those of us with Masters degrees. The
incomes and degrees do not correlate well. The parks can always be enhanced. They have
improved in the past 10 years.

9/13/2018 11:37 AM

107

I have seen people in wheelchairs and motorized vehicles that disabled people use for transport
on streets with no sidewalks, it is dangerous and sad. There's no way for them to access to
sidewalks without going down the street on the roadsides. Not everyone drives carefully and
someone will get hurt eventually.

9/13/2018 11:32 AM

108

No comment

9/13/2018 11:29 AM

109

Too much rental property with questionable upkeep.

9/13/2018 7:50 AM

110

Safe walkability is fractured throughout city; there are a LOT of structures that need to be torn
down and rebuilt aesthetically pleasing; need more jobs with decent pay and benefits

9/12/2018 7:53 PM

111

Federal ADA requirements need to be enforced

9/12/2018 6:52 PM

112

Those i choose had to do with the offerings in the area, and the attractiveness of downtown. It
needs a little work to give it an attractive feel, and needs more business offerings and extended
hours to be able to attract people to the area with more cultural, arts, and activites.

9/12/2018 3:54 PM

113

As far as shopping, there is nothing in a Brainerd. Even for grocery shopping we have Cub Foods
which is the most expensive grocery store chain in the area. I love south of town, I have to cross
Washington to get to any sort of grocery store, since I’m already driving that far I choose to drive to
Baxter where there are more affordable choices. I don’t feel like the city government has done
much for the city, it still exists and that is about it. I have noticed a few changes with the new
mayor and city council members but it’s certainly not enough. It does not feel like the city
government cares about its citizens or what they want. I feel like they all have their own personal
agendas. I work near downtown Brainerd. I would love to be able to walk diwntiwn during my lunch
break to grab a coffee at Coco Moon, or visit one of the new restaurants but I don’t feel safe. Too
many scummy people standing on sidewalks out in front of the bars, I’ve been cat called and
followed. It’s unfortunate but I don’t feel safe. I choose to run on a treadmill in my own home as
well because I don’t feel safe along the paths that do exist. There are a lot of drug deal, garbage,
and homelessness all over the city. Not unusual to hear people arguing in their homes when you
do walk by.

9/12/2018 3:54 PM

114

no one will come down if its not a clean safe place to be and no one will want to work here if the
pay is low

9/12/2018 3:21 PM

115

Maybe later

9/12/2018 2:49 PM

116

I have a car, but many of our patients use public transportation, this could be improved, better
times and more pickups. More jobs, less not working and also I would like to see the cultural
mentality expand in Brainerd.

9/12/2018 2:00 PM

117

The people in Brainerd are hard working and deserve good paying jobs. If we could have more
opportunities for high income jobs, I'm sure we'd see that reflect in our community and small
businesses.

9/12/2018 2:00 PM

118

Need more high paying jobs.....industry or medical. Retail jobs are all that seem to come in. We
need more people to come into Brainerd again so cultural and environmental activities would help

9/12/2018 1:50 PM
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Clearly to be an attractive city to live and work and grow a family you want to be able to offer highquality jobs. Think about how many people from the cities drive up every weekend in the
summer....what if we could work with those corporations down in the cities to have offices in the
Brainerd Lakes area. Vibrant downtown is a must. Bringing people downtown for several reasons
will boost the character of the city and invite more people to its heartbeat. Giving citizens options of
great food (not sage) options, nightlife options and storefront options to choose from and kid
friendly. Use downtown for parades, find great business people that want to upgrade the upstairs
apartment (check into DT Fargo). I think character of inside a city should be the brightest.
Brainerd/Baxter (comm ed) relations in park/rec/sports seems to WAY TO BIASED AND
POLITICAL. I believe the two need to come to grips and utilize eachother and literally be ONE
office, ONE team, with ONE goal. Supply the Brainerd/Baxter community with opportunities of
recreation and sports.

9/12/2018 1:14 PM

120

Health care is very important the older you get. Older people and stay in the area without having to
travel.

9/12/2018 9:40 AM

121

When I moved to Brainerd it had a “safer” feeling, I know the world changes but I feel our down
has become “unsafe”.

9/12/2018 5:45 AM

122

Railroads help to build area - bring in Amtrak for tourists and jobs

9/11/2018 8:29 PM

123

we have a great river running thru town and do not appreciate it whatsoever

9/11/2018 2:53 PM

124

The look and feel of downtown needs a facelift. Attractions like street fairs and outdoor concerts
are needed to attract people to downtown during the summer. More retail and restaurants are
needed to compete with the lakes area resorts.

9/11/2018 10:52 AM

125

I

9/11/2018 6:52 AM

126

High quality/high paying jobs - Brainerd is losing a ton of people to places like Sourcewell in
Staples. There's plenty of opportunity for jobs in other job areas but there's not much for the upper
middle class in the city. Wide range of retail - we're getting more resturaunts (which is great! keep
them coming!) but we could use more retail. some of the smaller specialty shops are fun, but they
tend to be expensive which doesn't exactly align with everyone's budget. A couple of "big box"
stores are still needed - one for crafts, one for clothes. Name recognition helps draw people in,
smaller specialty stores keeps people around. (Hobby Lobby and Old Navy)

9/10/2018 5:11 PM

127

Mental health facilities are few & far between in this area & this needs to be addressed first.
People are being put into treatment centers & halfway houses & assisted living facilities, because
there are no places for people with mental health issues.

9/10/2018 11:34 AM

128

Leverage our incredible natural asset (Mississippi River) to not only attract visitors but help the
community learn to understand and love its importance in the settlement of the area and natural
habitat it provides. There is no public transportation which greatly hamstrings those in need.
Employment for professionals which will help the area grow as a commerce destination, not just a
tourist destination.

9/7/2018 5:16 PM

129

High income job opportunies: we've lost them all to the Twin Cities or other medium-sized towns
that fought harder for them. We can't begin to repair the problems we have without bringing in
talent and creative people that can do more than just live paycheck to paycheck. Access to the
Mississippi River: there aren't many places near water close to town that aren't private property, so
having a walk (like other great places like Duluth) would be a huge asset. Walkability: Traffic is
getting worse all the time, but we won't solve it by building bigger roads--we have to make it safe
and comfortable to walk from neighborhood to neighborhood.

9/7/2018 2:52 PM

130

I think Brainerd would benefit from a scheduled stop bus system during the day early evening
hours. Also, we seem to be loosing a lot of the department style store recently, which is causing
people to have to either order on-line or run to another area to purchase items. And safety of our
neighborhoods can always be improved.

9/7/2018 9:18 AM

131

High quality employment - I answered above that it feels like the community is depressed, has low
expectations for itself. High quality, good paying employment could help turn that around.
Walkability - people walking to work, school, shopping are part of a vibrant community. Plus, this
addresses people who do not have access to transportation. Cultural/artistic/entertainment options:
Again, vibrancy! There are so many talented artists, musicians, and performers in our
communities - let's give them decent venues that respect their talent, and make Brainerd a cultural
destination!

9/7/2018 8:54 AM
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I am very happy to see the downtown area being revitilized. It has great potential! So much of the
housing in certain neighborhoods is in marginal to bad condition. I think more money needs to be
spent in rehabbing those areas. Along with that comes the safety of the area and streets.

9/6/2018 1:11 PM

133

Brainerd is surrounded by beautiful landscapes, but doesn't capitalize on it or take care of small
maintenance items, which leaves the city looking like a run down mess. Something as simple as
pulling weeds and keeping sidewalks up would help. Also, downtown is littered with low end bars until that changes it's going to be tough to make any difference in the downtown area

9/5/2018 11:51 AM

134

Downtown needs a quality hotel, some restaurant options and tax breaks need to be legislated so
investment dollars are funneled in to downtown.

9/5/2018 9:00 AM

135

need reasons for people to come to Brainerd, spend a day walking the river, shopping and get a
bite to eat and a beer

9/5/2018 7:43 AM

136

The three that I picked work together to create a strong base. Quality education and healthcare
provide higher paying jobs and that income goes to support other businesses in the community.
The arts and entertainment scene provides the cultural base that an educated population
demands.

9/4/2018 12:47 PM

137

to participate in what Brainerd has to offer-we do have great businesses, organizations offering
opportunities. But, we need to get people to them!

9/4/2018 11:34 AM

138

Jobs will keep young people. As will an attractive environment.

9/4/2018 11:17 AM

139

Stay focused and positive on jobs and good attitudes on business and home ownership growth.

9/4/2018 11:14 AM

140

Brainerd is too focused on manufacturing jobs. At some point, others will need to manage those
businesses and support that infrastructure. We also need to better educate the populations about
the different types of businesses in Brainerd that need qualified workers who understand the
Brainerd lifestyle.

9/4/2018 10:25 AM

141

It’s important for the children to have safe places to enjoy be outside

9/1/2018 12:50 PM

142

Brainerd is a beautiful place to live, but it does cost to live here. The cost of living does not equal
what most of the citizens earn. Costs too much to live here for what most of us make.

8/31/2018 2:33 PM

143

self explanatory

8/31/2018 12:57 PM

144

We need a growing economy to keep people employed. Therefore better housing and
neighborhoods.

8/31/2018 11:31 AM

145

Schools are the backbone of a community so they need to be strong. We need more decent rental
housing stock and homes for purchase in the less than $200,000 category for young families.
Many, many people are hindered from participating in the work, cultural, social, etc. opportunities
because they don't have transportation.

8/31/2018 8:56 AM

146

High income opportunities will demand higher quality of life and expanded retail opportunities.
High tech (ex. speed internet) is not currently available in all areas. This limits the ability for small
business to operate.

8/30/2018 7:10 PM

147

Our natural amenities, including parks are what is going to make this community livable. I really
could have picked most of these options, but without up to date amenities, the rest of the items are
not going to matter.

8/30/2018 6:00 PM

148

Dial A Ride is good, but they need more funding. I think they are overbooked, underfunded, and
understaffed. We need more pedestrians walkways and crosswalks. We need more apartments
and affordable housing for low income people. Everyone deserves a habitable home.

8/30/2018 5:05 PM

149

Businesses will bring employment opportunities. Brainerd suffers from a large homeless
population and a high poverty rate which means affordable housing is critical to its residents.

8/30/2018 1:46 PM

150

Other than government, schools and hospital there is little high income jobs in Brainerd. This could
be fixed by striving to bring in more industry. Not many "nice" places to eat (take a date to, for
instance).

8/29/2018 2:11 PM

151

It would be great if the whole town was walkable. If can't walk jump on a bus vs all the cars.

8/29/2018 10:49 AM

152

A safe place to live that is affordable with the ability to have a way to get to shopping and
entertainment.

8/29/2018 10:32 AM

153

I did.

8/29/2018 7:40 AM
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Having good jobs will attract new people, new people will support business growth and the
community tax base. Public safety is a growing concern. Having transportation and housing
options will also be a priority

8/28/2018 3:19 PM

155

commit to broadband access and a strong online government presence; the biggest barrier to
walking in the town is Washington St. It makes our town a divided city where you walk at your own
risk; The Mississippi River is the 3rd largest river in the world, yet we largely ignore it

8/28/2018 2:21 PM

156

Several employment opportunities but few with high incomes. Fair public transportation options
but I feel improvement could be made here. Improvement needed also in keeping neighborhoods
and streets safe.

8/28/2018 12:25 PM

157

Mississippi a national treasure. Riverfront Committee needs to show some change on the ground,
tho. Quality jobs important, and getting locals to upgrade skills just as important.

8/28/2018 12:17 PM

158

When a relative visits Brainerd they are brought to Baxter to enjoy the shopping and natural
ammenities. There is very little in Brainerd where people can go and do because a most of the
destination places are in Baxter.

8/28/2018 11:57 AM

159

As one of many transplants from other areas of the country, I would appreciate a higher income in
the area where I call home. The current public transportation is difficult to contact, and it would be
more beneficial to me if it were more accessible on call rather than by appointment. The
Mississippi is an untapped resource of great beauty.

8/28/2018 9:51 AM

160

Our first priority should be the health and welfare of our children. They are our future.

8/27/2018 3:11 PM

161

We want to feel safe with good jobs that will bring younger people back to our community. In order
to have young people come to our community they need quality housing for a reasonable price. In
that same respect as we age we need/desire the same thing.

8/27/2018 2:06 PM

162

We desperately need affordable housing if we want our children to stay in the Brainerd lakes area.

8/27/2018 12:12 PM

163

a thriving economy can support more services, retail and overall stability for the city

8/27/2018 11:30 AM

164

More housing options for families.

8/27/2018 8:37 AM

165

Be realistic about the opportunities for future growth and focus on areas that fit in with the area
needs.

8/27/2018 7:26 AM

166

Provide a growing community rather than shrinking community. Many small businesses have
closed.

8/26/2018 3:55 PM

167

They speak to the economic challenges of the city proper.

8/24/2018 9:21 PM

168

When you create a sense of place, identity, and quality of life, the jobs naturally follow.
Corporations look for quality of life.

8/24/2018 8:41 PM

169

Affordable housing is in short supply. cultural and entertainment options are offered but it would be
nice if there was more frequency to these.

8/24/2018 2:37 PM

170

Brainerd should be the heart of the Lakes Area. Let Baxter have the big box stores and retail. Let
downtown be a destination - for entertainment, culture, parks, family activities and unique shops.
More Arts in the Park, Street Fairs, Plays etc.

8/24/2018 12:55 PM

171

Need affordable housing for growing workforce

8/24/2018 12:49 PM

172

Brainerd needs to attract industries that pay a living wage and contribute to the tax base of an
otherwise failing economy.

8/24/2018 11:57 AM

173

Good quality health care, school and local government, along with appealing natural surroundings
help attract people and responsible growth.

8/24/2018 10:25 AM

174

Our community would benefit from higher paying jobs in our area. Our saturation in retail/resort
lower paying jobs is high. We need stable, steady, long term economic growth. Public safety has
to be a constant to continue to attract people to our area.

8/24/2018 10:17 AM

175

Stop fighting with Baxter - seek to really be part of the Brainerd Lakes Area and cooperate, help
and lead the way as the Brand-Name city of the area for greater economic growth. Decrease rental
housing and promote home ownership to get more citizens who are vested in the community.
Create higher value home/townhome/condo opportunities that attract people with more
discretionary income to support new businesses and attractions in Brainerd. Improved access to
the Mississippi River, combined with mixed use development along the river will enhance the river
amenity and encourage new businesses.

8/24/2018 10:16 AM

46 / 177

IMAGINEbrainerd - Brainerd's Vision for the Future
176

I believe larger corporations in the area take advantage of our economy and intentionally pay lower
wages. I love the effort that is going into the downtown revitalization and would like to see this
continue with full steam. Revamping community parks and public spaces is always a great way to
bring a community together and give it a sense of pride

8/24/2018 10:00 AM

177

Good paying jobs...no brainer. Quality schools are the foundation of a community. Cultural events
bring in people with money from areas all around Brainerd.

8/24/2018 8:59 AM

178

People need to be able to take care of their families. If they are living in stressful situations
because of safety, poor schooling or financial burdens they will not be good citizens and
employees.

8/24/2018 8:33 AM

179

I keep hearing about housing and affordable housing shortages; people need to be able to earn
more than $11/hour to make ends meet; regional manufacturers and employers have to pay more
to fill their empty jobs; we need a big, beautiful public meeting space by the river where bands
might play, with a playground, food truck accessibility, and beer vendors. These kinds of casual,
outdoor, public entertainment spaces offer families and guests an inexpensive time out with
friends and promote community gatherings.

8/24/2018 8:23 AM

180

Need quality good paying jobs to bring people here which means quality housing options and
cultural offerings that people want and expect in their city.

8/24/2018 8:20 AM

181

Brainerd actually does have jobs (ISD 181, Essentia, Ascensus) and a downtown and parks. We
should build on that. I don't want to live in a cookie cutter big box community.

8/24/2018 7:35 AM

182

It seems that we need Industry. We need jobs that will pay benefits along with good wages and
room for advancement. We seem to have many hourly job opportunities and summer work, but we
need the solid, benefits package types of business and in particular, manufacturing.

8/23/2018 9:44 PM

183

Health Care Inconsistent

8/23/2018 2:36 PM

184

more green and public spaces needed. more quality restaurants needed and more MULTI cultural
entertainment needed.

8/23/2018 2:35 PM

185

Safe, accessible neighborhoods for all while improving affordable housing options.

8/23/2018 11:58 AM

186

I FEEL THERE IS NOT PLENTIFUL, AFFORDABLE HOUSING TO MATCH THE INCOME.
ESPECIALLY IF YOU ARE A SINGLE INCOME HOUSEHOLD.

8/23/2018 11:17 AM

187

When schools are safe and academically sound, the future benefits regardless of where those
young citizens end up. As greater Brainerd Lakes Area is a retirement haven, we need super
health care (and most of the time, we have it.) Our cultural activiites are affordable and close to
home. /we have remarkable opportunities for our size. If these areas continue to be improved,
many of the other areas will follow.

8/23/2018 10:44 AM

188

Walkability/Bike - HI Way 210 is awful through the city - please fix- make the highway- make it a
freeway like Duluth with walking/bike paths near the river

8/23/2018 9:16 AM

189

The health care in our area is not the best. Quite often I hear someone say they would rather go to
the cities than be treated here. Public transportation as there are not many reliable options for
people needing it. Even though there are jobs available, the pay needs to be increased to be more
aligned with other areas in the state.

8/23/2018 9:06 AM

190

Additional affordable transportation that is low cost with more scheduling options are needed by
elderly and low income residents. Most public services are not advertised to the public. There is
lack of affordable, safe and well kept housing for low to middle income,people. Lack of housing
resources for single males and/or veterans - they get sent to St Cloud.

8/23/2018 8:43 AM

191

Petty crime and substance abuse

8/23/2018 8:43 AM

192

The poor quality rental housing available is part of the problem related to families producing high
ACEs children. Part of the solution is improvement in parks and recreational opportunities.

8/23/2018 8:41 AM

193

better year round jobs, more park/shared spaces, cheaper housing to go with lower wages

8/23/2018 8:15 AM

194

Although I am new resident to the area I have been coming to the area for years. I have seen
many improvements. If the areas can be improved throughout the area and we can create a draw
to the downtown and parks it should help improve the economy and other areas of shortfall.

8/23/2018 8:09 AM
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My parents have been on a waiting list for a senior apartment for over 2 years. There just plain
aren't enough to meet the needs of the community. My mom no longer cooks. They tried the meals
on wheels once and found the food didn't taste good and wasn't enough to satisfy. Dial A Ride is
not reliable time wise and a limited option for most people.

8/23/2018 8:02 AM

196

See above

8/23/2018 7:43 AM

197

There are many grant opportunities available to assist those who struggle financially that th county
could manage if allowed to apply and hire. Public transport to rural areas is extremely limited and
more buses are needed

8/23/2018 7:31 AM

198

We have a need on another park similar to Gregory that can host music or festival type events.

8/23/2018 7:03 AM

199

I think the area needs to grow in the employment areas in order to keep our young families.
Transportation is a big issue in Brainerd and the outlying areas.

8/23/2018 6:58 AM

200

We aren't able to fill and keep medical specialists , 50 percent rental homes draw low income and
lack of decent jobs

8/23/2018 12:34 AM

201

Safe neighborhood hoods and streets - I know there are very nice areas in brainerd, but I also
know if you make a few wrong turns you are quickly in a bad area and I’ve seen/heard of many
drug issues and people wondering around at night. I feel law enforcement should focus on keeping
our neighborhoods safe. Good quality health care is a must and I feel the area lacks options. Safe
public schools, keep our children safe.

8/22/2018 9:11 PM

202

public transportation could be strengthened and made more widely available. The Mississippi
River is more of a staple to Brainerd than any lake even though it is referred to as the Brainerd
Lakes Area. The river can use more attention in order to attract more residents and create a new
vibe for the area. Safety is always an issue and without safe streets and neighborhoods the area
will continue to lose residents to Baxter, Nisswa, and Breezy Point

8/22/2018 9:11 PM

203

The river is wasted.

8/22/2018 9:08 AM

204

The Brainerd area is big enough that it should offer some of what cities do.

8/22/2018 12:24 AM

205

Until we enforce our rental codes we don’t have enough mass of homeowners to make our spaces
beautiful. I have spent a lot of time and income keeping my home nice and yard with a rental next
door. Broken windows, doors, over grown landscaping no boulevard trees etc.

8/21/2018 9:59 PM

206

Hospital - if Brainerd loses it, Brainerd is on fast track to dying except for low income rentals. We
need better paying jobs other than government, college, etc. Our neighborhoods are not safe
anymore. I don't feel safe walking anymore. Better standards for rental housing is definitely
needed.

8/21/2018 4:52 PM

207

It would be nice to have a wider variety of locally owned restaurants and boutiques to choose from.
Affordable housing would bring younger families into the area. Brainerd is along a beautiful river,
and it is under utilized. Cities to compare to that utilize the Mississippi: Red Wing, Lake City, etc.

8/21/2018 4:11 PM

208

There are many neighborhoods in Brainerd that are very run down and don't feel safe. Too many
drugs in our town. There needs to be more to entertaing teens, children and families, at a lower
cost for fun. Shopping choices are so limited, especially clothing, there needs to be more current
and affordable options.

8/21/2018 3:17 PM

209

High enough wage jobs allow you to afford quality housing and transportation. It's all related.

8/21/2018 3:08 PM

210

Access to technology: history has taught us many lessons where communities wait to long to
adopt newer tech opportunities. Brainerd needs to stay atop those opportunities and pass them on
to businesses and residents alike. The Mississippi is the most popular river in North America. It
offers community members so much but we have little exposure when it comes to viewing the
river. Higher income: Brainerd has shown that it can handle newer aged jobs (Range, Gullview
Tech, Syvantis Tech, Glynlyon and etc) most of these tech jobs pay above the avg wage. Bringing
more companies like this will attract and retain high qualitity individuals.

8/21/2018 2:02 PM

211

Pass

8/21/2018 1:34 PM

212

Culture recreation and green space bring tourists and retirees

8/21/2018 1:32 PM

213

I feel like Brainerd does not have enough safe outdoor opportunities

8/21/2018 11:49 AM

214

A city can not have sustainable growth without jobs Getting rid of the eye sores along 210 from
downtown area to Hwy 25 will make the area more attractive to visitors who support this city.

8/21/2018 11:47 AM
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Better paying jobs. - they may put more into our economy. If they spend money to make their
house nicer. That makes our housing market go up. We then attract nicer people to live in our
communities. They have nicer houses, we can tax more, if we tax more we can improve the
community amenities, parks, law enforcement, etc. Safe Neighborhoods and streets. . . no joke.
the reason I moved to pillager was because i was told by so many people NE and SE Brainerd
were dangerous, drug ridden, methed up people. Plus all the houses in my price range (100k) in
Brainerd were falling apart or in extremely poor condition. disconnected garages? And, if it was in
good condition, the neighbors have just crap all over their lawn, I should explain... crap being
anything from tires, excessive lawn decor, kids toys/bikes, old junk, trash, Blankets in the windows
instead of nice curtains? It is too much for people to act like normal humans and have curtains on
their windows? A giant multicolored blanket just says drugs all over it. Connect the cities!!! - We
don't need unnecessary competition. We really need to push for Brainerd Baxter to unite. honestly.
. . it's just so childish we compete the way we do or even compare services. 371 by pass may
have helped all the "city folk" get to their mansions on lakes faster. But, it has really really really
set back our areas culture. Now Baxter sticks their nose up as us? what is this?!

8/21/2018 11:07 AM

216

Down town brainerd could be a hot spot but the stigma of brainerd due to the bars and drugs etc...
turns people away from making a day of exploring the down town. There is nothing to draw people
in.

8/21/2018 10:27 AM

217

given a good job , people spend more, ability to live and enjoy life with family, and places to go and
relax with children that are safe

8/21/2018 9:43 AM

218

Clean up the streets. Drugs and riff raff hanging out. Other cities have better, cleaner parks with
nice facilities. We have the river and only access is behind cemetery and a small area at Boom
lake

8/21/2018 9:36 AM

219

Brainerd needs more quality employers and places that will stay for the long run. Safe
neighborhoods come from more people working for a living instead of getting handouts from the
government. Baxter continues to grow yet Brainerd keeps falling behind.

8/21/2018 9:25 AM

220

Brainerd is the poorest city in mn. Parks lack interest and color. Bland choices of dining.

8/20/2018 9:18 PM

221

Most jobs are entry level/ minimum wage (or slightly above), yet housing costs are high, even for
rundown rental properties.

8/17/2018 9:41 PM

222

They are all needed to bring people and families back to the Brainerd lakes area. If you brought
back the quality , you will have provided a safe environment filled with quality employment
opportunities as well as economic growth and revenue to the area

8/16/2018 2:10 PM

223

We need better retail shopping, especially for clothes. We need more affordable housing and more
affordable/better quality rental units.

8/16/2018 12:19 AM

224

The downtown area is really improving, but there is an opportunity to capitalize on its historic feel
and make it a quaint downtown with more unique and upscale shops and eateries. It could be the
antithesis to Baxter's strip malls and big box stores. Well-paying employment opportunities seem
limited here.

8/15/2018 11:10 AM

225

well I have a young family so I care about my kids and their future, I like to exercise so lots of
sidewalks and bike paths are important to me, and if I lose my job I would like to be able to get
another high paying job without moving.

8/14/2018 7:45 PM

226

Lots of drugs and crime

8/14/2018 2:46 AM

227

Brainerd needs more employment opportunity for the local residence. An increase in cultural,
artistic & entertainment activities is also needed for the masses. Increased efficient public
transportation is also necessary.

8/14/2018 12:59 AM

228

I think public school’s curriculum should stay closer to the truth instead of what is popular in
today’s society

8/13/2018 8:31 PM

229

Lot of poverty in area, it shows.

8/13/2018 6:46 PM

230

Downtown needs a few more good retail stores, which creates a walkable area for people who
live/work in the Brainerd area. Grocery store downtown, too.

8/13/2018 3:32 PM
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Other towns I've visited have great parks. Sioux Falls, SD and St. Cloud, MN come to mind. Disc
golf, water parks/splash pads, informational web sites, etc. Everyone here just crowds Kiwanis
park and it doesn't seem to offer much. The dog park and new bike path are great improvements!
Over something to attract new residents and keep people here. I lived in town for 14 years and
watched it steadily go downhill. We had older couples living next to us when we moved in, and as
they moved to nursing homes, their houses turned to rentals and gradually fell into disrepair. Most
people that lived there didn't seem to care about the community of the neighbor (keeping things
looking nice, being quiet at night, etc.). As things got more diverse and crime went up, we didn't
feel safe anymore. We had several chases and scary situations in our neighborhood. We have
since moved to the country. It seems there is a huge need for apartments. It would be nice to keep
the housing areas as places for families buying their first house etc. and keep the rentals to
apartments and such. Renters aren't as invested.

8/13/2018 3:00 PM

232

Brainerd needs stable higher wage paying jobs so people can live and work in the city limits of
Brainerd Brainerd needs to find innovative ways to overcome the pedestrian challenges posed by
TH 210 and Business 371/South 6th(connect neighborhoods with downtown) If the above
walkability challenge is solved, it will lead to more vibrant, cultural, artistic, entertainment
opportunities in the downtown area.

8/13/2018 1:36 PM

233

The Brainerd Lakes area is lacking high quality/high income employment opportunities. There is a
lot of seasonal work and part-time work with no benefits. The public transportation needs some
work. Many of the clients I work with don't have their own transportation and refuse to use the bus
because it is unreliable or untimely. The rental housing in Brainerd has a very low vacancy rate, so
landlords can almost charge what they want for non quality rentals.

8/7/2018 4:33 PM

234

There aren't very many retail options (especially for walking) for groceries, clothing in city limits of
Brainerd anymore. The closest store is a convenience store and it is about 6 blocks away. The
high wage jobs are very competitive and typically don't hire people that live in town.

8/4/2018 9:07 PM

235

I think Brainerd really needs to focus on developing itself. For a long time it has been the bar
center and business has gone to Baxter for restaurants and activities. I think Brainerd should
distinguish by focusing the river, shops, and arts type of focus. A finished river walk with maybe
some optioins to rent kayaks to go to one point to another along Brainerd. Also some larger retail
on the east side of town would help keep some of that business over on this side of town. This
would also help develop the housing and other areas.

8/2/2018 5:08 PM

236

There isn't nearly enough affordable housing, need more manufacturing jobs to get more people to
work here, and its a challenge for many to get to work.

8/2/2018 10:39 AM

237

Safe neighborhoods ie drugs sexual predators and theft

8/1/2018 3:51 PM

238

Should be obvious,

8/1/2018 2:04 PM

239

Brainerd has survived on its history. and on a few businesses. we need to expand on business
offerings, that will draw more businesses and families, which in turn will draw more commerce, and
the cycle moves forward.

7/31/2018 3:42 PM

240

Brainerd has very limited shopping opportunities housing is lean in numbers and expensive
employment needs to expand-encourage businesses which offer living wage

7/30/2018 5:12 PM

241

Affordable housing that suits all individuals who are in need of affordable housing. Healthy housing
means healthy communities. Public transportation and employment go hand in hand. living wages
jobs and a means to get to work are contributors to healthy communities.

7/30/2018 11:58 AM

242

One thing I really notice is that come fall/winter, there is absolutely NOTHING to do around here.
Seasonal Affective Depression rates sky-rocket, people get cooped-up in their homes, I would
really like to see more activities for the community to get out, stuff to do besides shopping/eating
out/seeing a movie.

7/30/2018 11:49 AM

243

Poverty means lack of transportation. Young adults identify with lack of transportation as a stigma.
Having cool access to transportation means that stigma is taken away. Sidewalks that are user
friendly AND barrier free AND safe for all users to gain a degree of community through shared
spaces. Public parks that are young adult friendly not elementary age friendly, skating, BMX,
Rocks, Picnic tables that are secure and can be power washed.

7/30/2018 11:37 AM

244

There is a shortage of quality affordable rental property. Some rentals are in very poor condition
along with owner occupied properties in poor condition.

7/30/2018 10:44 AM
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Sustainable Restaurants/Food establishments and new businesses may help to provide for a
growing local economy. Improved walkability/safety where many east Brainerd residents walk
(13th street has that immediate need now). And finally, improved access to the River that is not a
multi-million dollar investment.

7/30/2018 8:53 AM

246

All three relate to attracting an educated, caring populace that works toward improvement.

7/28/2018 4:20 PM

247

I feel you need the better income to attract people and the other amenites to make people want to
stay.

7/27/2018 8:38 AM

248

Need good jobs to attract people to the community, need to improve reliability and scope of public
transportation, and need to continue to focus on opportunities surrounding the Mississippi River

7/25/2018 9:44 PM

249

I'd like to see the riverwalk developed with more access and handicapped accessibility

7/25/2018 2:23 PM

250

need to have good and we rounded employment so we can have affordable housing and a means
to get to work and back home

7/24/2018 7:17 PM

251

This town is not pedestrian or bike friendly, too many people have to put themselves in danger to
get places. The version of public transit that is here is a joke, and not a funny one. It seems like
the only culture available is the CLC theatre department or ridiculously overpriced summer music
fests

7/24/2018 6:13 PM

252

if the city is clean, safe and friendly people will have a good time

7/24/2018 2:56 PM

253

Knight Foundation tells us what makes people love their community and those have a better
economy. Social Gatherings, Open/Welcoming, and Aesthetics (Cool Factor). We need more Cool
Factor.

7/24/2018 11:48 AM

254

A civic center large enough to host big name entertainment would be a plus for winter. A river park
with boat and fishing access would be well used. Public transportation is lacking!

7/24/2018 10:30 AM

255

We need housing options to attract people. Higher paying jobs to attract people. Restaurants and
retail for those people we attract with housing and jobs!

7/23/2018 8:15 PM

256

Everything in that list is important

7/23/2018 7:49 PM

257

The three I picked go together. I believe that our town is going in the right direction with schools,
healthcare, outdoor park space, etc. What we need is to attract young professionals to want to live
here in the heart of our community, and to do that we first need to attract big companies, like
engineering firms, factories, distribution centers, etc. I believe that the slummy undermaintained
properties on main streets like South 6th, Washington, Laurel, Mill Ave, Oak, 13th, and SW
4th/Riverside Dr. can turn off people and companies looking to relocate. Brainerd is now in direct
competition with our neighbor Baxter, but we have something they never can. We have a rich
history of railway and logging, as well as a deep connection with the Mississippi. People need to
feel that when they come here, but when they see dilapidated areas on main roads, that is what
will stand out to them. Clean up the messes, and companies and people will want to come settle in
Brainerd over Baxter again.

7/23/2018 8:28 AM

258

Brainerd is familiar to people from everywhere in the U.S. The appearance in many areas of the
city shows neglect and lack of pride in buildings, homes and general areas.

7/22/2018 7:21 PM

259

In a nut shell develop downtown. Bring back what we used to have.

7/22/2018 9:37 AM

260

Brainerd needs a range of affordable housing needs and more employment in the city proper.

7/21/2018 9:39 AM

261

I made the right choices.

7/21/2018 9:33 AM

262

The cost of living in Brainerd is high, in my opinion, with few jobs that pay to support that lifestyle.
There is a housing shortage for low income people in Brainerd. I am not comfortable walking alone
at night. That tells you that there is a safety issue.

7/21/2018 7:56 AM

263

We need high income based job's. Tourist trade brings on minimum wage job's which are not
good things. When people need 2 job's to survive crime rises and fami,y disintegrate.

7/21/2018 6:38 AM

264

Not only high income jobs, but high quality jobs in a range of fields. So much emphasis is placed
on tourism and business it would be nice to create a more diverse work sector. Arts and
entertainment options are improving but could always use more. Walkability would be nice.
Sidewalks that actually connect to each other so people can walk to and from places would be
ideal. Instead, sidewalks tend to be an afterthought and are haphazardly constructed in random
places that go nowhere.

7/20/2018 9:11 PM

265

Added my own!

7/20/2018 8:52 PM
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We need good jobs. We need to want to live and play in the city not just work here

7/20/2018 8:04 PM

267

The river: Much of the water front properly is owned by private people. Getting more lake shore
and river shore available to the public is something we can all take part in and enjoy. Safe
neighborhoods: Everyone wants to think they will be safe in their homes and neighborhoods. The
lack of neighborhood lighting promotes insecurity and less desirable acts. This ties into the rental
topic. Patrolling is welcomed.

7/20/2018 6:22 PM

268

Better employment in the area in general is a need. Companies outside of the service industry are
too reliant on the temp/employment agencies, I dislike their takeover economically due to the
"temp" aspect of their contracts and how it allows for more commonality of jobs with lower pay,
poor or no benefits, and many contract less than 40 hour workweeks. We don't have "career" or
lifetime employment options anymore. I picked wide-range of restraunt/retail because in Brainerd
retail seems to be dying- look at the mall. I'd like to see more trendy stores locate to our area. We
have too many brewerys/pubs and not enough sit down family restraunts. I feel housing in
Brainerd is imbalanced from owned/rentals and the rental costs are high considering the quality of
most rental properties.

7/20/2018 5:41 PM

269

Better income equals better purchasing power and therefore a more stable community. We
underutilize the river now.

7/20/2018 4:29 PM

270

Natural setting/environment- could be improved and a focus stable/growing - encouraging new
business to improve the tax base recreational/parks/open space - again play up those areas and
create new ones

7/20/2018 4:20 PM

271

The integrity of our neighborhoods must be preserved. We should not permit methadone programs
to be located near family homes & parks. Industrial operations also may impact the quality of our
neighborhoods. Rental properties must be in compliance with our city’s standards. We should not
allow commercial enterprises to operate in residential neighborhoods. eg. auto repair

7/20/2018 3:51 PM

272

1. Better jobs, this area is in need bad off better jobs that are better paying, especially to get rid of
the poor people image. 2. Wide retail/restaurants, right now I primarily do my shopping and eating
in Baxter, with the bypass it will be hard to get some good big name businesses, but without the
variety I'll continue to travel through brainerd to get to Baxter. 3. Access to missippi, a river walk
and swimming/ water access to the river would be a great asset to Brainerd as both a community
space but also a reason to stop in Brainerd

7/20/2018 3:23 PM

273

Compared to Baxter, Brainerd is lacking in restaurants and retail. It would be nice to see Uber
make its way here as a mode of transportation. Properly maintained neighborhoods with upgraded
house maintanence, good lighting, nice sidewalks, etc. would make areas of town feel more safe.

7/20/2018 2:33 PM

274

Quality, affordable housing is critical. We need 7-day bus/transportation. City MUST make the
riverfront project happen. If not, I may move. If leaders can't do that they have totally failed.

7/20/2018 2:17 PM

275

Natural and cultural opportunity should be he focus of every good community to sustain happiness
and the earth

7/20/2018 1:58 PM

276

better paying jobs need more housing that is affordable build community through arts and culture trendy things

7/20/2018 1:26 PM

277

We live in s daycare dessert. Can not expect young working families to move here if there is no
affordable or available daycare. In the last decade, 4 daycares in my neighborhood have closed.
Not everyone wants a large institution for their children’s care. Small is good. People want to live
in an attractive setting. That means clean streets, sidewalks maintained, weeds dealt with, flowers
& greenery plentiful. It does not mean parking lots. It does mean strong healthy urban trees
w/lovely canopies; not trees haphazardly chopped up to avoid the potential of a utility truck
touching it. Parks & libraries are wonderful places for families to congregate, play & interact.
Funding to these places is never too much.

7/20/2018 1:18 PM

278

As a senior leader in local business, I need strong schools and good health care to attract and
keep good employees. They need to feel safe and be able to meet the needs of their families to
stay in the area.

7/20/2018 1:13 PM

279

Enhance and premote our river, parks and downtown.

7/20/2018 1:11 PM

280

City govt is terrible- no business wants to work with them, so business owners go elsewhere. This
means no high-level jobs, no energy for the city.

7/20/2018 12:37 PM

281

We need better paying jobs to help get people off public assistance. We need better public
transportation as the population is aging. We need better housing choices for lower income and
mid income people. Housing costs for these segments of the population is very high.

7/20/2018 12:35 PM
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Unless we attract some new business/money, Brainerd will wither and die

7/20/2018 12:33 PM

283

Safety, education and stable employment are important to me.

7/20/2018 12:19 PM

284

Amenities to attract new residents and building on our assets

7/20/2018 12:14 PM

285

Brainerd's job market has always felt less than attractive for college grads such as myself. Very
few jobs (I can't think of any) here required/requested higher education such as a Bachelors
degree and that drew me away from the area, off wandering about to find a "real" job in my mind.
Now I work remote and returned to the area, but my employment is technically a long ways away.
I've always wondered how we could make Brainerd more attractive to higher quality and higher
paying careers. Or perhaps make Brainerd a remote worker's haven. Cultural, artistic, and
entertainment opportunities seem to be lacking in the area. We have a few of them and they all
seem to do very wel so I wonder what others could be addedl. One I found very interesting and
sort of new age was Tapped and Corked. The entire Civic Center was shoulder to shoulder with
people enjoying the fairly new cultural phenom of craft beers etc. I lived in Brainerd years ago and
have recently moved back. Brainerd used to be quite boring. Different events for all cultures
including ethnical; recreational such as bicycling, water sports, hiking; and even video gaming or
comic-con like may find some footing in the area. It would be nice to see some higher class events
too such as wine tasting on the table. A reason to get a little dressed up and go out to mingle.
Walkability could use some improvement and I think the new sidewalks on S 6th St. are a good
start. Sidewalks around town have needed repair and another piece to this would be benches or
land mark spots to walk by..art..statues..fountains...whatever. Something to pause and enjoy along
the way. Also it has felt like if you want to walk anywhere you always have to walk by the main
roads. More walking trails or paths off the main roads could be utilized.

7/20/2018 10:22 AM

286

Need more high paying jobs to obtain employees. Need better public transportation for the
Brainerd Lakes area residents. Affordable housing is lacking in the Brainerd area.

7/17/2018 10:36 AM

287

We need to focus and aypposrt thr local small businesses. The larger corporations seem to be
failing here and we should not allow the same thing to happen the locals. In regards to the safer
streets and neighborhoods, we should be able to allow our children as well as ourselves the
freedom to walk the streets and pl without fear of someone being a risk. The drug use in brainerd
is high and needs to be felt with swiftly and justly.

7/16/2018 11:18 PM

288

I work w/families in poverty (due to their low income - puts them in a bracket of not being able to
afford health care); many families work in surround area of Brainerd and/or work nights and
weekends-transportation to employment is a long standing barrier; Affordable housing remains a
crisis for our low income families w/children.

7/16/2018 11:48 AM

289

Pass

7/15/2018 6:59 PM

290

I run/walk the trail along the Mississippi River by Kiawanas Park. I would love to see that extended.
Sometimes going under the bridge seems a little sketchy, maybe a camera under there to monitor
people

7/15/2018 9:38 AM

291

I thing the talks of the greenway in DT Brainerd is much needed. To have higher paying jobs in the
area is a must, there is a lot of good talent in the area but the pay is not enough to cover the cost
of gas to get to them plus pay your household bills. Both of these will bring in more growth and
stability to the area.

7/14/2018 9:29 PM

292

I would like to see a good variety of successful small businesses & good restaurants. The schools
should be top notch. And definitely more high income employment opportunities. I have to drive 40
miles to work each day.

7/13/2018 2:08 PM

293

better jobs, industry

7/13/2018 8:25 AM

294

Brainerd needs to provide more and better green spaces and provide spaces to do things. Soccer
fields, more neighborhood playgrounds, a skate park and more natural parks.

7/12/2018 9:53 PM

295

The housing market is in very poor shape right now. Both renting and selling, the rent or house
price is too high for what the average income in the area is $32,154. We have one of the worst
poverty rates in MN at 19% because the only jobs available are PT jobs at 11.00 an hour. And you
have to factor in other things such as family. It's hard to raise children on 11.00/hr when you have
to pay an obscene amount of daycare and rent. The decent FT jobs are far and few between
unfortunately. Second, the daycare (which isn't on your list) is ridiculous. I pay 50 dollars a day
when I only make 114 dollars/day. That is outrageous and of course (somehow) I make too much
to qualify for daycare. The other issue is that second baby is coming and there are literally no
openings anywhere in the surrounding area for daycare.

7/12/2018 3:57 PM
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Most handicapped parking is in violation of the "closest to the door" rule, and there is NO
handicapped parking for downtown businesses. Also, retirees cannot afford > about $700 - $1,000
for rent, if even that much, so we need more rentals for the elderly under those prices.

7/12/2018 3:40 PM

297

Most important one is affordable housing. We really lack affordable housing for the many low
income families and singles that live in this area. We do have a ton of HOMELESS People here
even though the city counsel does not believe so.

7/12/2018 3:33 PM

298

Our government here is not unbiased, and not preventative in the least- yet those employees have
the best pay & benefits. Housing here is very slim picking, very high cost, and way too many slum
lords running the market. Jobs are available, but pay & benefits are low in comparison with cost of
living.We should be able to afford rent + transportation + basic necessities with a full time job!

7/12/2018 2:00 PM

299

While CWC transit is available, it has limited hours and a fairly rigid schedule. The rental housing
availability in the BLA is a joke. It's unaffordable. Mayny landlords are scammy.

7/12/2018 1:54 PM

300

Safe, affordable housing and good transportation have been HUGE issues here for over 10 years.
It's time to stop talking and start doing.

7/12/2018 12:17 PM

301

The city is good in many ways. Though to make Brainerd a place worth living in we need to give
the citizens reasons to stay. For example we need things like high quality, high tech jobs that pay
the people well. Then a big thing with Brainerd is the lack of accepting other cultures, from what
I've seen there is a need for more cultural things in the town. If anything to teach the people of
other beliefs. Lastly I wholeheartedly believe Brainerd should give more to its citizens as benefits
to living here. A good example would be city wide free internet.

7/12/2018 9:22 AM

302

There is corruption in the custody judges chambers and this is absolutely evident

7/12/2018 3:29 AM

303

Essentia is horrible and needs good competition. Drug dealers and slum lords need to be
removed. There are nothing but a handful of low paying jobs that do not cover the drastic
increases in rent. Seriously $575 for a barely livable apartment. Look at baxters apartments
compared to Brainerd's. No one in Brainerd can afford an apartment in baxter though that is the
goal because Brainerd's rentals suck and are full of drugs because only a few landlords actually
remove the drugs from their units, cops don't enforce it and your county attorney lets drug
offenders walk even when the police bust them with pounds of drugs. But your county attorney is
still wasting resources going after your small business for selling legal cbd oil which is most
people's only pain control because Essentia refuses to treat pain thanks to opioid addicts which we
have a lot thanks to the methadone clinic. Don't even get me started on the excessive number of
sex offenders we have in brainerd thanks to core, one of 2 in the entire state. So you've got 2
"clinics" that attract criminals and addicts to the area that you probably got some monetary kick
back for allowing and then you wonder why your city sucks.

7/11/2018 10:14 PM

304

Need to have the streets safe for our elderly and the young.

7/11/2018 1:46 PM

305

More areas for kids and dogs to play with. Need more reasonable cost of living lowering housing.
Need more jobs

7/11/2018 1:11 PM

306

I would love to see a great old downtown or train station area that has amazing restaurants no
shopping...this could tie in with aesthetics and appearance of the city and bring in some artistic
edge. Employment is a must

7/11/2018 12:16 PM

307

There is a lot of petty crime, many neighborhoods are run down. We need safer streets so that we
can break the cycle of crime. Same with the schools, the better the schools, the better our children
will turn out and the better our future will be. We need better paying/high quality jobs so that we
can help bridge the huge Des parity between the poor and rich in Brainerd. It doesn’t seem like
there are a ton of middle class people in the area. Higher paying jobs will help pull people out of
poverty and will ultimately generate more funds for the Brainerd government to help improve the
infrastructure of the community

7/11/2018 12:11 PM

308

I'm sure access to technology might affect people not moving there. need more high payin jobs
that family's can move and grow, and then economy grows

7/11/2018 11:59 AM

309

Need more jobs in the area pay that we can live on. The drugs are bad in the Area because of the
reservation

7/11/2018 10:19 AM

310

I think Brainerd needs to be a more inviting place to live and work. It seems to see itself as a place
to drive through.

7/11/2018 10:19 AM

311

The greenery makes the town beautiful. Healthcare is very important and we are limited if needing
more intensive treatment. Lastly we are the land of 10000 lakes but only have 1beach

7/11/2018 10:11 AM

54 / 177

IMAGINEbrainerd - Brainerd's Vision for the Future
312

All the ones Brainerd currently doesn't give a deal about

7/11/2018 10:05 AM

313

Need more jobs

7/11/2018 9:06 AM

314

I believe in safer schools and safer communities where kids are allowed to play outside and not be
scared of being kidnapped. I also believe in affordable health care for seasonal workers which can
stay on plans that don't kick them off. Especially if the get disabled checks. Also would like to see
affordable transportation available all day long. City buses run for so long during the day and I
know some people need to get places after hours and taxis are way to expensive in town. The rent
at some places are way to high especially for a one bedroom with utilities. People who have a
disability check and work part time can only afford so much. HRA only has so much affordable
housing.

7/11/2018 8:28 AM

315

I moved to Brainerd to escape the rat race of the cities. Now it seems as though Brainerd wants to
be Eden Prairie of the north.

7/11/2018 3:32 AM

316

When I first moved to Brainerd there were 3 break in robberies within two blocks of my house. I
have a great job that I moved to Brainerd to take but overall I don't see a lot of upward mobility for
those at the bottom to be able to improve their life. Cost of rent is horrendous and jobs that pay
above the poverty line are hard to find.

7/11/2018 2:47 AM

317

Most employment opportunities in the Brainerd area offer only minimum wage or just above, I
myself had a job outside of Brainerd in order to make a decent living for over a year. When first
looking for apartments there is not much available for those who attend school and work part time
and it can take awhile to get into income based housing which is why I feel we need places that
are more affordable mainly for those that attend college or people like single moms. I feel like in
Brainerd there are a lot of people who do not drive safely and in some areas of town I believe we
need more sidewalks and stoplights. Also there are places in town that are known areas for sex
offenders and/or known "drug houses." Which is concerning.

7/11/2018 1:14 AM

318

Better pay for a wider range of careers so the area is a more attractive place for young adults,
such as those graduating college. Keeping with the technology curve is important.

7/11/2018 1:03 AM

319

Tourists and residents need to feel safe have a place to walk a dog bicycle

7/11/2018 12:39 AM

320

Brainerd needs to stabilize as a community and small businesses sadly keep dying out. Rentals in
the area are very over priced for what you get, and tons of slumlords. The city of Brainerd would
benefit everyone to crack down on landlords on quality of the units they rent.

7/11/2018 12:39 AM

321

I chose high quality income, cause Brainerd citizens need to have access to income opportunities
that will support their families...and not force hour long travel to and from work...we need the kind
of pay that is worth getting out of bed in the morning! We DONOT need people working 3 jobs just
to pay rent and put food on the table...not when one job at 40 hours a week is plenty! We need
housing that is affordable and based on income...not forcing people to pay rent at 600-to 1400$
every month! “Oh it’s a 4 bedroom, it’s $1650 a month!” NO!!! I refuse to work 3 jobs, and the wife
work 3 jobs just to rent a crappy, bug infested, broken window, home for thousands per month..... I
refuse to spend my life working 3 jobs to make ends meet, while the next door neighbor can pay all
his bills and still have time to go fishing without going broke! The last thing I checked, was having
work opportunities! I’m talking if your a business, and you need a new employee...hire! Don’t just
transfer from another store...that is a dick move made by cowards! If you run an ad that says you
offer training, then train! Don’t cook up excuses that the candidate didn’t have 2 years experience!
Lastly, temp agency crap...sure, let them list a few open jobs on the state work site....NOT
dominate it! And on that note, when 99% of jobs are medical field, or ignorant services like ups
who never return a call or anything....it really discouraging to people looking for work!

7/11/2018 12:30 AM

322

We need better education for our children. The opportunities have become fewer than even 10
years ago. we need more local sustainable income to make our area thrive during the off season.
we need much better affordable housing. Housing is expensive and the ones that are affordable
are very run down.

7/11/2018 12:26 AM

323

More job opportunities and more restaurants. County and city cops need to crack down on drugs
and violence

7/11/2018 12:25 AM

324

Offer more safe places to go with family and be outdoors.

7/11/2018 12:17 AM

325

The cops do a great job handling the "rifraf". Some of the limited transportation is being cut, like at
good Samaritan losing their buses. And Baxter always is growing and building but Brainerd never
seems to be. It's going to get left behind.

7/11/2018 12:14 AM
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There aren't many businesses that are able to hire a good amount of people and pay a good,
competitive wage. Honestly, being a parent, making minimum wage (at a locally owned business)
and having money for food, and bills, is next to impossible. I live with my significant other (who
makes more than minimum wage) and there are still months where we almost have next to no
money and have to decide which bills to pay first and which ones to hold off to until next payday or
the one after that. It's definitely a hard economy to try and get ahead in for sure. I have health
insurance through my seasonal job and boy, is it expensive!! At least half, if not more, of each
check goes to paying for insurance for my son and myself. That's huge! I can barely afford health
insurance. I think if we had more entertainment opportunities, it would significantly help the overall
economy of the city of Brainerd itself. It could create jobs (people working such events), which in
turn only helps. More people would come to visit, think of how much events at BIR helps
businesses in Baxter. There are so many nice, big hotels in Baxter. Yeah there are a few in
Brainerd, but if we are all being honest, there aren't waterparks, and they aren't as big, or
luxurious, and are actually somewhat janky. That is all besides the point, but it somewhat ties in I
guess. I know I picked 4, and it says 3 but affordable housing is really bad in Brainerd. I am a
homeowner now, but renting was an absolute nightmare. Renting is extremely expensive and we
still had to pay our own utilities on top of rent itself. Honestly, if it wasn't for my significant other, I
wouldn't be able to afford living on my own. My heart hurts for the single parents out here renting
someplace that is a run down piece of work. Most places we rented/looked at renting were very
run down. Not much upkeep on many places. One place we specifically rented had windows that
had to be at least 40+ years old. I cannot begin to tell you how outrageous our gas bills were in
the winter time. A friend of mine was renting a house with their son and they found black mold in
the house. They notified the landlord right away, and the landlord said they took care of it after
having them stay somewhere else for awhile, and it came back within a week of them living back
there. They completely moved out but I don't think the landlord have them their deposit back at all
ecen though it was completely his fault to begin with, renting out a house that shouldn't even be
lived in! One of the last places we rented took our entire $1500 security deposit AND required us
to also pay another $400 on top of that after moving out because they had to spend 8+ hours
cleaning the house, and had to completely redo the flooring. (Which by the way needed to be
redone before we moved in because the tenants before had pets that peed all over the carpets
and we are VERY clean people. There was no way they needed to clean more after we left as
during our walk thru before we turned over the keys, our landlords wife even said it was the
cleanest she had ever saw that house.) The rental market in Brainerd is bullshit for young people
who are trying to get their feet on the ground. I found that out the hard way for sure! I honestly
think the lack of good rentals in Brainerd is a HUGE reason why so many young people move
away after high school.

7/11/2018 12:10 AM

327

Need more things for kids to do, housing for low income, more things for adults to do besides go to
church or bars

7/10/2018 11:53 PM

328

Need more public transportation for sure maybe a few city busses and Uber’s and more
technology

7/10/2018 11:43 PM

329

Need an attractive city with higher paying jobs.

7/10/2018 11:23 PM

330

Need Real craft store!!! Used the book store Cattales lots!!

7/10/2018 11:20 PM

331

Housing sucks. No safe places for kids

7/10/2018 11:07 PM

332

I think we have a good parks and green space. 60% of the community is rental… Much of it is slum
lord owned. Not affordable for the average income of the community

7/10/2018 11:04 PM

333

There are some sketchy neighborhoods that hold Brainerd back. And the lack of sidewalks is a
safety concern, which discourages people from healthy choices (super dumb). Also, the number of
uncontrolled intersections is ridiculous and unsafe. A lot of the cities around Brainerd put on
phenomenal events and you really feel like there’s a community there (Nisswa, Cross Lake,
Pequot). Brainerd doesn’t really have that, I feel like there’s a lot going on, but it isn’t a collective
effort.

7/10/2018 10:57 PM

334

There needs to be more higher paying jobs and more affordable housing opportunities.

7/10/2018 8:01 PM

335

High quality jobs. Given the right opportunity I would move back. The schools need to be the best
in the area. Brainerd is the Mississippi.

7/10/2018 6:54 PM

336

Teach civics and government in school. Teach labor history and native American studies in
schools not college. Regular k12

7/10/2018 4:28 PM
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337

NE, SE and downtown low income housing needs to be address. It's bringing with it substance
abuse. Seriously need to attract good paying jobs and improve housing so people want to live
within Brainerd city limits. Keep the parks strong and growing.

7/10/2018 2:00 PM

338

I picked the attractive setting mostly for downtown Brainerd. Most people I’ve met within the last
year have said a lot of negative things. Not interesting places there, bar scene isn’t the best,
doesn’t interest children.

7/10/2018 1:14 PM

339

Uber or Lyft would get people to and from downtown if the choose to have dinner and a few drinks.
The taxis in town are not always accessable.

7/10/2018 12:06 PM

340

Reasonable, nice affordable homes to make vibrant neighborhoods is very important.

7/10/2018 12:01 PM

341

Continuing to broaden the retail/restaurant options particularly in the downtown area. Making sure
there are sidewalks and walk/bike baths that connect all areas of the city. Utilizing the natural
beauty of our city to enhance recreational and artistic options.

7/10/2018 10:50 AM

342

Brainerd has many older homes that need refurbishing. The city needs more jobs that provide
livable incomes. Brainerd should make better use of its riverfront.

7/10/2018 9:22 AM

343

We need more reasons for people to live in and visit the city of Brainerd (employment
opportunities, retail/restaurants, access to the river)

7/9/2018 12:40 PM

344

Brainerd needs to focus on a few key topics and put all of its resource into development and
sustainability.

7/7/2018 1:26 PM

345

Safe, good schools Cultural and arts opportunities for all to experience Parks and places for people
to gather as a community

7/6/2018 6:13 PM

346

We need more restaurant and shop options down town. We need more housing and a greater
range of options, not just putting more affordable housing but also higher end housing close to
downtown. Creating some of the vacant buildings into lofts: menk building. There is limited assess
to the Mississippi, it should be a focal point. fix the launches and add more paths.

7/5/2018 3:02 PM

347

Having a 25 year old son who is trying to find nice affordable housing is a struggle. It is very hard
to find something he can afford with one income.

7/5/2018 1:46 PM

348

better paying jobs. Retail and food are not well paying jobs, $12 an hour with 25 hours per week is
not a good paying job, for christ sakes a single person can not pay rent, buy food, pay for a
vehicle, afford gas, clothes etc, with pay like that. mcdonalds, wendy's, tim hortons, jimmy johns,
dicks sporting goods, are not good job opportunities. and housing is ridiculous. stop spending
money on preserving buildings that are ready to crumble and have no historical value other than
the fact they are old, they are nothing but overpriced apartments

7/4/2018 3:15 PM

349

I feel that there are limited choices of high earning employment positions in our city which leave
those who have been fortunate to obtain them feeling obligated to do work that simply provides for
their families versus actual fulfillment. The housing options are limited for middle-lower class
residents and our once neighborly communities are now over populated with rentals run by
landlords who do not put in sufficient effort to maintain properties and charge more than
necessary to be considered affordable. Safe neighborhoods and streets are important to me
because outside of my own home I don’t have control of anything, but if my city and public officials
have safety in streets and neighborhoods as a priority, I can rely somewhat on them to help
alleviate any fears for personal safety.

7/4/2018 9:21 AM

350

Attractive setting - drive through town on 210. No trees, so many worn down buildings. It's not
pretty. It's not welcoming. Restaurants/retail - they attract people, and Baxter is getting all the
attention Safety - see my other comments. It's scary bringing kids trick or treating in some
neighborhoods, that just shouldn't be!

7/3/2018 11:57 PM

351

No high paying good employee jobs! This will bring about safer streets and a better community
naturally.

7/3/2018 9:54 PM

352

Higher income careers will provide for opportunities however we have to make the city attractive
enough to keep high end buyers.

7/3/2018 8:53 PM

353

Having decent income keeps people living in the Brainerd area since they won’t have to go
elsewhere for work. As long as the economy in the Brainerd area continues to grow people won’t
need to go elsewhere for work or to shop, which in turn keeps more money here in Brainerd. And
then safe neighborhoods and streets is always a good thing.

7/3/2018 7:40 PM
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354

stop hurting the business you have down town they pay the taxes but bring in new idea's but don't
do it at the business expence there are many ways to bring in new stuff with out hurting what is
already here

7/3/2018 7:32 PM

355

Schools need to be a safe place and not have to worry about people coming with guns and
hurting/killing people. Good health care is so important. It has become so expensive to go to a
clinic. Some people can’t afford it. The growth of businesses in the area is important. I have lived
here over 50 yrs and have seen buildings being burned down. Some were taken down to build
parking lots. That is stupid as far as I am concerned. The employees who work downtown need
closer parking rather than walking several blocks to their car.

7/3/2018 6:42 PM

356

Being a business owner in downtown I have witnessed some pretty shady characters and both on
main streets and alleyways which make it uncomfortable for a lot of people to want to just browse
around the downtown area. Some of the city charges that go along with opening a business can
be daunting and disheartening. Parking options continue to be a problem for downtown business
customers

7/3/2018 5:29 PM

357

Safe neighborhoods and streets are difficult to maintain, but extremely important. I don’t feel safe
for my son to ride his bike down our street and into downtown Brainerd because when I drive down
those roads, I see people high on meth, read police blotter reports of thefts, physical altercations
and drunk driving on those same roads. It’s not a safe area and it concerns not just me, but many
young families and tourists too. This drives people to shop and do business in the Baxter area
instead, even though it is mere minutes away, it looks and feels safer. Walkability is huge for a
downtown area as parking is usually limited in these old towns that were never designed for every
person to be driving their own car. With better walkability in the area, it allows people to spend
more time in the area, which then in turn creates more opportunities for people to be patrons of the
local businesses. Being a part of a growing/stable local economy is huge. This brings more people
to shop and eat in the area and creates a more attractive locale for businesses to set up shop.
With the right economic atmosphere, it can create a domino effect for many other positive
outcomes like employment opportunities, better housing, etc.

7/3/2018 4:28 PM

358

better jobs will create a good economy and a good economy will let folks take pride in their
neighborhoods and streets, it would also deter crime

7/3/2018 4:10 PM

359

Building up the downtown area to being a tourist attraction with unique businesses and restaurants
unlike those in Baxter will be a huge draw. It feels like Brainerd has a growth spurt but then
regresses quickly. It's important for the city to find out what makes us unique instead of trying to
compete with Baxter. Look for opportunities to support local business and prevent turnover. Safe
neighborhoods and streets is always a top priority! NO ONE wants to live somewhere that has high
crime rates.

7/3/2018 4:10 PM

360

walkability - need more sidewalks. public transportation - we spend all our transportation money
on very few people. should have routes, run weekends, later times. cultural artistic entertainment self evident. we need more.

7/3/2018 4:09 PM

361

recreational opportunities, need more places and things to do within city limits

7/3/2018 12:20 PM

362

Our natural environment is important and should be protected. The economy of Brainerd can help
attract new citizens and retain old ones. Lastly, Providing entertainment opportunities can help
retain citizens and create a healthy community.

7/3/2018 8:53 AM
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Q9 In your opinion, what is Brainerd's greatest asset?
Answered: 432

Skipped: 201
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Sense of community

12.04%

52

Educational opportunities

22.69%

98

Architecture and aesthetics

2.55%

11

Access to medical care

15.97%

69

Natural resources

29.40%

127

Employment opportunities

3.94%

17

Cultural, artistic, and entertainment opportunities

5.09%

22

Recreational opportunities, public parks, and open space

29.40%

A range of housing choices

2.31%

10

Other (please specify)

11.34%

49

Total Respondents: 432

59 / 177

127

IMAGINEbrainerd - Brainerd's Vision for the Future
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

It's in a tourist area

9/17/2018 6:50 PM

2

History.

9/17/2018 8:14 AM

3

Lakes and resorts

9/16/2018 11:08 PM

4

Traditional development pattern. The city has the "bones" to become something special again.

9/16/2018 9:45 PM

5

for sure not employment opportunites, we need more better paying jobs

9/16/2018 6:19 PM

6

The AIRPORT is AWESOME! Please keep Delta flights!!! CLC is a nice campus. I am
disappointed that Essentia Health has the influence that it has. I am happy CentraCare and others
are moving in to Baxter. Essentia needs competition or it will never get better.

9/16/2018 11:48 AM

7

I’m not drawn to anything in Brainerd especially since big stores have closed

9/16/2018 10:24 AM

8

Mississippi River!

9/16/2018 9:32 AM

9

Baxter

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

10

Nothing. Other than your city’s row of bars

9/16/2018 9:14 AM

11

Access to lakes

9/16/2018 7:47 AM

12

The river, but we don't showcase it like we should

9/13/2018 1:50 PM

13

Small town feel yet not too far from metropolitan areas.

9/13/2018 12:12 PM

14

Historic, governmental and educational buildings

9/12/2018 11:25 PM

15

The Lakes

9/12/2018 1:14 PM

16

All of the above

9/7/2018 9:18 AM

17

river

9/5/2018 7:43 AM

18

Resilient residents

8/30/2018 7:10 PM

19

It is the hub of the "Brainerd Lakes Area"... the lakes and recreation draw people to the region

8/24/2018 9:21 PM

20

Brainerd's assets are mediocre at best. The Mississippi River is probably its best chance at
greatness.

8/24/2018 11:57 AM

21

The brand name, combined with the river and a historic downtown area - all in a premier vacation
area of the upper midwest.

8/24/2018 10:16 AM

22

walkable community, it DOES have enough parking! and the business leaders are becoming more
involved

8/23/2018 2:35 PM

23

Excellent school district and music programs

8/23/2018 8:43 AM

24

The culture and people in Brainerd with good work ethic and accountability for their charachter

8/23/2018 8:43 AM

25

Size. This is a great size for a small town. Small enough to drive from one end to the other in ten
minutes, large enough to have a daily paper.

8/22/2018 9:40 AM

26

The area is a recreational/destination.

8/22/2018 9:08 AM

27

Baxter !!!! Brainerd would be nonexistent without it at this point

8/21/2018 10:27 AM

28

Being associated with the greater "Brainerd Lakes Area"

8/14/2018 2:46 AM

29

when comparing-Brainerd is behind most cities in all areas

7/30/2018 5:12 PM

30

LSS Brainerd

7/30/2018 11:58 AM

31

Though a work in progress we still have a semblance of a downtown area. People fear what they
do not know and they fear coming into downtown.

7/30/2018 11:37 AM

32

Mississippi River could be made into a public amenity and still preserve natural beauty.

7/25/2018 2:23 PM

33

No matter where you travel, when you say you are from Brainerd, MN, people know where that is.

7/22/2018 7:21 PM

34

It's people

7/21/2018 6:38 AM

35

Cheap living compared to other areas

7/20/2018 3:23 PM
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36

Large enough to get everywhere in a short amount of time, small enough to be a part of a
community, if you choose.

7/20/2018 1:18 PM

37

Right now it is the location. It is all the City has going for it right now. Pretty soon that will not be
the story as the four lane goes north. Brainerd will just be that place you go by to go up north.

7/13/2018 6:55 AM

38

Nothing

7/12/2018 3:33 PM

39

The 4th of July celebrations but beyond that there is Nothing else good about brainerd. We are all
held hostage stuck in our leases or mortgages.

7/11/2018 10:14 PM

40

Its traditional layout and design.

7/11/2018 12:33 AM

41

Honestly...I really don’t see anything that’s the best!

7/11/2018 12:30 AM

42

Nothing.

7/11/2018 12:17 AM

43

Unsure

7/11/2018 12:14 AM

44

Nothing

7/10/2018 11:53 PM

45

Its brand name

7/7/2018 1:26 PM

46

how is employment even on this list???? the public parks are riddled with bums and drug dealers.
Bring better jobs, you have less bums and less people selling drugs because they can actually
afford to live, its a quite simple concept

7/4/2018 3:15 PM

47

Central hub for lakes area tourism

7/3/2018 11:57 PM

48

so many ways to inprove what we have with out hurting what is here get out of the box and look

7/3/2018 7:32 PM

49

compact design. street grid. very adaptable.

7/3/2018 4:09 PM
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Q10 What are two things that need to change in the City of Brainerd?
Answered: 391

Skipped: 242

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Better paying jobs and better, more availability to mental health care.

9/17/2018 7:00 PM

2

Get rid of those sex offenders. Get them away from schools.

9/17/2018 6:50 PM

3

Stop spending outside of city's means. Stop over-developing/forced planning and zoning.

9/17/2018 6:47 PM

4

Don't tear things down all the time,

9/17/2018 5:27 PM

5

NA

9/17/2018 3:40 PM

6

Unknown

9/17/2018 2:50 PM

7

Forward thinking city/county government. Living wage jobs.

9/17/2018 11:25 AM

8

Support of social services and early intervention strategies, including teen pregnancy prevention
and comprehensive sex education. More inclusive of diversity.

9/17/2018 11:22 AM

9

the old water tower should come down soon try not to have street repairs all at the sane time

9/17/2018 11:08 AM

10

jobs economy drugs

9/17/2018 9:02 AM

11

Minimize crime, engage younger generations. For years, Brainerd has been run by the older folk
who had been here for a long time. We are finally starting to see some young, fresh ideas in the
community and in government.

9/17/2018 8:14 AM

12

Eliminate the bars downtown. Get business downtown that will attract people.

9/17/2018 8:00 AM

13

Curb appeal/ease of non-motorized transportation along 210 Parking downtown, people aren't
going to visit if they have to parallel park an SUV with 4 bikes hanging off the back.

9/17/2018 7:58 AM

14

Update 371 business, new road on south side

9/17/2018 7:53 AM

15

Better street cleaning in the winter and more services for kids with special needs.

9/17/2018 4:31 AM

16

Affordable housing is a must. Beyond that the homes, whether it's an apartment or house, needs
to be maintained better by some landlords. As mentioned earlier I also think better/more options
for public transportation, especially for the disabled and elderly to run errands such as grocery
shopping or going to the laundromat.

9/16/2018 11:45 PM

17

Washington Street and the downtown area feel trashy, outdated, and lacking charm. Improved
feelings of safety and security.

9/16/2018 11:21 PM

18

More companies that have good paying jobs. War on Drugs

9/16/2018 11:08 PM

19

Making more places for activities and family events

9/16/2018 11:05 PM

20

The drug/crime rate needs to be lowered, and the city needs a higher minimum wage.

9/16/2018 10:26 PM

21

more bikeable, walkable trails. Better access to the river.

9/16/2018 10:23 PM

22

More public art. More community camaraderie.

9/16/2018 10:04 PM

23

Prevalence of drug use and abuse and misuse of welfare

9/16/2018 9:50 PM

24

Leadership, income

9/16/2018 9:48 PM

25

1) Improve our inefficient local governing process. 2) De-annex everything north of the river (see if
Baxter is interested in some new property) and other fringe/suburban developments and focus all
energy/resources on revitalizing/connecting our core neighborhoods and historic downtown.

9/16/2018 9:45 PM

26

Finding businesses or services that can appeal to all walks of life. You want a better sense of
community? Make things that support that- more parks and either a larger/more improved YMCA
or a new community center that can host indoor/outdoor swimming, fitness, group/party/meeting
space, etc.

9/16/2018 9:31 PM

27

Downtown area needs to be safe and less apartments over bars etc Safer area

9/16/2018 9:14 PM
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28

Downtown needs to be upgraded - storefronts and businesses

9/16/2018 9:01 PM

29

Restaurants & shopping decisions

9/16/2018 8:37 PM

30

Our whole city is outdated and slumish. We are horible we need better everything.

9/16/2018 8:37 PM

31

There need to be opportunities for recreation, not only in the natural areas, but in the city itself. A
concert venue? There is no sense of community in this town, because there is no reason for the
community to get together.

9/16/2018 8:16 PM

32

N/a

9/16/2018 8:16 PM

33

The way information is shared needs to be improved by becoming up-to-date and not continuing
antiquated practices. Old structures with expensive maintenance tags need to go. You can't keep
everything.

9/16/2018 7:48 PM

34

Some of the owners of buildings/rentals (esp in the downtown area) need improve their civic
responsibilities and improve/maintain the physical quality of their properties. Try to have a positive,
readily identifiable identity for our community, make it a destination as it was in the past. Not just
another town to go through on your way 'up north'.

9/16/2018 7:19 PM

35

city council members

9/16/2018 6:19 PM

36

Restore downtown Brainerd, Make Downtown Brainerd a destination.

9/16/2018 6:02 PM

37

Many river town really capitalize that aspect, Brainerd doesn’t

9/16/2018 5:31 PM

38

We need more affordable and safe places to live. There needs to be solutions for treatment
centers and assistance to those in need that just need to get on their feet.

9/16/2018 4:57 PM

39

Drugs and unemployment

9/16/2018 4:45 PM

40

get rid of bars and scum apartments

9/16/2018 4:33 PM

41

Affordable and clean rental housing for people that don't fit into "low income" guidelines. Crack
down more on the meth and heroin problem in town.

9/16/2018 4:04 PM

42

clean it up! not so many bars!

9/16/2018 3:30 PM

43

We need to get government more involved with helping people, not less involved! We need to
spend money to improve infrastructure.

9/16/2018 2:54 PM

44

Improved housing downtown, more cultural and arts events

9/16/2018 2:27 PM

45

People need to be able to buy low and middle income homes, not rent. Neighborhood public
school need to be kept as they are, especially elementary schools and not combined into one
large school outside of town.

9/16/2018 2:08 PM

46

Clean up drug problems Increase outdoor activities for kids including adding a splash pad.

9/16/2018 1:08 PM

47

More high-paying jobs. More money going to police services

9/16/2018 12:51 PM

48

More efforts to clean up certain neighborhoods, to get the drugs out of the communities and to
create a stabile economy for businesses to flourish rather than open up one day and shut down in
a year.

9/16/2018 12:45 PM

49

1) Unemployment 2) Drugs

9/16/2018 12:32 PM

50

Get business community to support and encourage youth to become entrepreneurs. Provide and
integrate more low cost housing throughout the greater Brainerd area.

9/16/2018 12:00 PM

51

Poor sidewalk system. They are too close to roads, too narrow, need repairs, no bike lanes. More
fine dining and upscale shopping stores (Not more stores with trinkets, antiques, "unique finds",
"collectables", and low-end stores. These just add to the run down look of the town).

9/16/2018 11:48 AM

52

Need new blood running the place. New ideas that are creative and will build Brnd back up.

9/16/2018 11:48 AM

53

living wage jobs, better housing for lower income residents

9/16/2018 11:45 AM

54

.

9/16/2018 11:34 AM

55

Advertising to a wider base our assets and bringing retail in.

9/16/2018 11:03 AM

56

Bring another store like Herbergers to the Mall. More opportunities for businesses.

9/16/2018 10:43 AM
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57

Downtown area and its lack of a variety of retail Proportion of owner occupied housing needs to
increase

9/16/2018 10:36 AM

58

Shopping and dining

9/16/2018 10:24 AM

59

1.Any restaurant, retail or business space that does not incorporate a welcoming image, up north
landscaping. 2. Opportunities to provide connections, support unity and build sense of community.

9/16/2018 10:21 AM

60

Pulic Services for those that need help, actual city planning that things about long term
consequences of this city

9/16/2018 10:14 AM

61

Brainerd isn't just downtown. Invest in other areas too. Brainerd isn't a destination

9/16/2018 10:12 AM

62

Take down the water tower. It is a money suck. Close minded individuals that seem to do a lot of
arguing and not a lot of helping need to either move or use their powers for good and not evil

9/16/2018 10:02 AM

63

The ugly old water tower, and better mental health funding.

9/16/2018 10:02 AM

64

stop allowing people to suck off the government and offering them vouchers. Try to get some good
stores in our city. Baxter has all the good stores and restaurants.

9/16/2018 9:56 AM

65

Construction time management !!

9/16/2018 9:53 AM

66

Retail opportunities and a better downtown.

9/16/2018 9:34 AM

67

-All the pavement, black top, Few trees. -More walking paths, benches little areas of natural and
man made beauty. Where are the artistic sculptures? Where is the public Art?

9/16/2018 9:32 AM

68

The city council apparently can't get the job done with the downtown area, empty buildings and
sleazy bars and no sane person would go there at night. Crack down on the meth heads and
crime they create.

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

69

Develop a stronger sense of self as a community and then develop ways to embrace and
demonstrate that.

9/16/2018 9:17 AM

70

Improve the number of upper middle income jobs, if we could add 300 60,000-75,000/year jobs,
our city would really take off. I also think we need to improve downtown 6th Street area

9/16/2018 9:14 AM

71

You need to clean up downtown. All those disgusting bars are a breeding ground for methheads
and stds. This city needs to attract more businesses.

9/16/2018 9:14 AM

72

We need to fund structural things. Neglect has brought us the water tower issue. Refusal to raise
taxes to fund our infrastructure. Former city council members. The negativity. I see it more among
my friends who grew up here. I'm a transplant. Forget the past problems. More forward, don't stay
stuck.

9/16/2018 9:12 AM

73

Housing is one. I should not have to see 2bd houses for rent of no less than $800/month. That is
absolutely ridiculous and not affordable. 3bds are worse at more than 1k/month. And more
daycares. Or at least more help in providing for people who want to open one. You could also turn
that around and offer more subsidies for daycare. Children are expensive and the more money we
pay out to daycares, the less we have to invest in our own town.

9/16/2018 9:09 AM

74

Better job opportunities Maintain what we have and quit tearing everything down due to poor
foresight and poor leadership.

9/16/2018 9:07 AM

75

clean streets - building fronts - sidewalks less homeless looking people wandering around

9/16/2018 9:03 AM

76

The mall

9/16/2018 8:56 AM

77

Parks and outdoors

9/16/2018 8:54 AM

78

Clinging to the past, need to be more business friendly.

9/16/2018 8:54 AM

79

City Council, and better eye on detail of our business’s

9/16/2018 8:53 AM

80

Less crime and a wider variety of businesses

9/16/2018 8:38 AM

81

sense of community, affordable housing options

9/16/2018 8:21 AM

82

need a full service car wash

9/16/2018 8:02 AM

83

More innovative, long term strategic vision, thinking and planning, and making investment
decisions over time consistent to make that vision a reality; collaborate regionally to attract better
jobs to area

9/16/2018 7:57 AM
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84

Employment

9/16/2018 7:47 AM

85

everything going to Baxter progressive ideas shot down by ultraconservative, outdated, outspoken
citizens who go from one council, board or committee to another

9/15/2018 7:22 PM

86

We need a leadership team with an open mind for development of parks and trails. The need to
maintain and improve their public spaces and keep restrooms open and clean.

9/15/2018 2:05 PM

87

Downtown has too many bars. Crow wing count transit needs more phone lines and office
personnel.

9/15/2018 1:24 PM

88

People in charge are making decisions without consulting the population to get their opinions.

9/15/2018 11:18 AM

89

Look and presentation to outsiders Opportunities for employment for women and locals

9/15/2018 11:03 AM

90

The average median income needs to be increased as do the availability of higher paying jobs.

9/14/2018 4:12 PM

91

community vision and commitment to historical preservation

9/14/2018 1:26 PM

92

community vision and a commitment to historical preservation

9/14/2018 1:17 PM

93

More affortable housing and apartments for younger people, family, and elderly.

9/14/2018 11:57 AM

94

remove ugly empty buildings on hwy 210 remove minimum size restrictions on housing

9/14/2018 9:20 AM

95

More welcoming to new residents. A more vibrant, active downtown core.

9/14/2018 8:08 AM

96

Poverty Slum lord rentals

9/13/2018 3:58 PM

97

The culture has to change. It can be a forbidding and xenophobic place to folks moving in.

9/13/2018 3:11 PM

98

Better neighborhood code violation enforcement Faster and more progressive thinking by
government officials

9/13/2018 2:15 PM

99

There needs to be more economic activity in the downtown area. I know that efforts are being
made, BUT it needs to be more of a destination area. How about more outdoor seating in the
summer time??

9/13/2018 2:00 PM

100

more development on the east side and north on Mill Ave, Hwy 3 area

9/13/2018 1:50 PM

101

1. Fresh blood in our city and school government that will 2. maximize our potential and move us
forward.

9/13/2018 1:05 PM

102

Acceptance of college students and especially students of color.

9/13/2018 12:56 PM

103

better upkeep of neighborhoods, better trails & river access (3 things!)

9/13/2018 12:54 PM

104

Attractive public settings, public open spaces, river access, walkability and warmer atmosphere
toward all

9/13/2018 12:34 PM

105

Job opportunities, like i said before I feel stuck in the current job, because there are not a lot of
jobs that pay what I make. Revamping some of the neighborhoods could really help. I feel like
there are quite a few Brainerd areas that are getting a bad rap and we need to change that.

9/13/2018 12:29 PM

106

More retail More walking trails/sidewalks in the city.

9/13/2018 12:12 PM

107

Stop doing the same things over and over and expecting better results; Look toward a sustainable
future, not toward recreating the past. The past wasn't that great either.

9/13/2018 12:11 PM

108

Continue the updating of city streets. More multi-family housing.

9/13/2018 12:01 PM

109

How is this different from question 7?

9/13/2018 12:00 PM

110

I have come across the fact that we have a major problem with racism here in town, My nephew
who is five witnessed someone tell her grandkids that they shouldn't play with the "black kid". The
other issue is the workplaces around here do not pay for what its worth in regards to the dangers
of the work. I know multiple people who have been hurt and told just to get back to work. Those
people work in many different services in Brainerd and do not make that much money just about
minimum wage.

9/13/2018 11:51 AM

111

The attitude of the people and leadership. It is a very closed minded, conservative group that is not
open to anything new or different.

9/13/2018 11:49 AM

112

There's a strong need for good quality, high-paying jobs in Brainerd. Building a sense of
community pride and upholding values and morals.

9/13/2018 11:40 AM
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113

Downtown Employement

9/13/2018 11:39 AM

114

focus on safety & drug reduction

9/13/2018 11:37 AM

115

Get sidewalks on all streets! Housing for the poor/mid income families.

9/13/2018 11:32 AM

116

More housing and transportation. Need to take a leadership role to welcome diversity.

9/13/2018 11:30 AM

117

Change in leadership needed to be more open and less judgmental

9/13/2018 11:29 AM

118

Downtown. Closed minded, long time public servants.

9/13/2018 11:27 AM

119

Affordable housing

9/13/2018 2:56 AM

120

Need a can do attitude. Brainerd doesn’t need to try to be like Baxter.

9/12/2018 11:25 PM

121

The low wages and the crummy-looking neighborhoods

9/12/2018 7:53 PM

122

More sidewalks in residential areas that are consistently the same width, same side of street, etc.
especially in Northsids neighborhood.

9/12/2018 6:54 PM

123

City council Road construction

9/12/2018 6:04 PM

124

More than abandoned, run down buildings. Need to bring more shopping variety, spruce up the
area.

9/12/2018 3:54 PM

125

The cleanliness of the city and a larger variety of businesses.

9/12/2018 3:54 PM

126

more openness with the business owners more openness between the leaders and
business/building owners

9/12/2018 3:21 PM

127

Cleanliness and law enforcement intelligence

9/12/2018 2:49 PM

128

More events could take place in Brainerd and better advertising.

9/12/2018 2:00 PM

129

Quality of buildings and homes.

9/12/2018 2:00 PM

130

Clean up the downtown area. Make it look more inviting and we need to grow the Missippi River
area and open it for entertainment and businesses

9/12/2018 1:50 PM

131

Bring in the corporations and downtown

9/12/2018 1:14 PM

132

need more stores and places to go for dinner.

9/12/2018 9:40 AM

133

Less rental housing & looking to the future when making decisions (the “way it’s always been
done” doesn’t work).

9/12/2018 5:45 AM

134

Crime, to many bars

9/11/2018 10:47 PM

135

Safety and more jobs

9/11/2018 8:29 PM

136

forward looking leadership and major industry

9/11/2018 2:53 PM

137

Become entrepreneurial. Local businesses need to get engaged and join the Chamber and behave
more like Nisswa and Crosslake business community.

9/11/2018 10:52 AM

138

I picked three

9/11/2018 6:52 AM

139

The negative image that people still have of how Brainerd used to operate

9/10/2018 5:11 PM

140

Mental health facilities need to increase, & we need to work closer with our county government to
better assistance programs.

9/10/2018 11:34 AM

141

New people involved in local politics with a desire to lead.

9/7/2018 5:16 PM

142

A mindset stuck in the past (i.e. the 1950s to 1970s) and devotion to commerce at any cost.
Progressive candidates for city council and county commission.

9/7/2018 2:52 PM

143

Nostalgia, young people are not connecting with it, they need to see the importance of it We are a
larger town, but need to keep areas that have the small town feel.

9/7/2018 9:18 AM

144

Get past the "we tried it once and it didn't work" attitude, and get past the "there aren't enough
places to park" mindset.

9/7/2018 8:54 AM

145

get the low end bars out of downtown The city needs to start investing far more time and resources
to the riverfront. Having the Mississippi river run directly through town without any major
development is a wasted opportunity

9/5/2018 11:51 AM
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146

Need more open minded thinking and rally points that will help the community. Need an injection
of youth in critical areas of government.

9/5/2018 9:00 AM

147

rentals and run down commercial on washington street, BN yard/fence, peterson towing, kennedy
transmission building and the hydraulic shop for starters, this is what you see when you come into
town from the east

9/5/2018 7:43 AM

148

The idea that just because it has always been done that way that there is no need to change. We
need something to bring us together - some sort of symbol or greater cause to bind us.

9/4/2018 12:47 PM

149

Welcoming and flexibility in new business-city plans/codes. Aesthetics.

9/4/2018 11:34 AM

150

More cooperation. Greater consideration for new ideas.

9/4/2018 11:17 AM

151

Less rental homes, stronger neighborhoods.

9/4/2018 11:14 AM

152

Clean up downtown Restore the historical water tower

9/1/2018 12:50 PM

153

see #7

8/31/2018 12:57 PM

154

To me, as a frequent visitor to Brainerd, the city feels spread out and without a focus or strong
identity. I think that Brainerd could benefit from making investments in downtown and the NP
Center, both for business as as as for free gathering/meeting places for the public (both outdoors
and indoors), along with an annual plan for community events in those spaces.

8/31/2018 11:46 AM

155

Better downtown. New city council members.

8/31/2018 11:31 AM

156

More quality rental housing and revitalize Washington so it looks more appealing to visitors.

8/31/2018 8:56 AM

157

Greater variety of retail and service storefronts; emphasis on home ownership versus rental
properties.

8/30/2018 7:10 PM

158

The upkeep and I assume budget of our parks. Our sense of community.

8/30/2018 6:00 PM

159

Low income people make up a large percentage of Brainerd population. We need our voices
heard. We also need more services that can actually help us. The dental program of having to go
to the ER which costs $300 minimum to be referred to a dentist which will cost close to $500 is not
the right solution for people suffering from dental emergencies.

8/30/2018 5:05 PM

160

Driving into Brainerd from the business access projects a negative picture. The once Brainerd
hotel and conference center stands vacant and is an eyesore. There are lots of opportunities to
improve that area of town. The population is growing but Brainerd presents itself as a small rural
community with limited restaurants and retail especially on Hwy 210 East.

8/30/2018 1:46 PM

161

1. Improve home ownership instead of 50 percent rentals. 2. Dumpy downtown

8/29/2018 2:11 PM

162

Cultural activities and walkability

8/29/2018 10:49 AM

163

The bars downtown and allowing new businesses in.

8/29/2018 10:32 AM

164

Private investment. Less Cynicism

8/29/2018 7:40 AM

165

Housing and business downtown which would draw more people to work and play in Brainerd.

8/28/2018 3:19 PM

166

#1 more home ownership, rental units never show the same pride owner occupied units do #2 less
car centric road designs. We need dedicated bike lanes on all major roads

8/28/2018 2:21 PM

167

Fewer bars downtown. More better quality retail (clothing) stores

8/28/2018 12:25 PM

168

Start thinking outside the box, and invest in things that will attract a workforce.

8/28/2018 12:17 PM

169

opportunities to recreate on the Mississippi River. a bike trail system.

8/28/2018 11:57 AM

170

A better sense of safety in the downtown area around the bars. More affordable housing for
seniors.

8/28/2018 9:51 AM

171

Not sure.

8/27/2018 3:11 PM

172

make it more inviting for businesses to come to town. I recently read an article of a company
wanting to come to Brainerd and they ended up in L. Falls due to feeling they were wanted. We
have lots of fun things to do if you have money. What is there to do for the middle or lower income
people to do? We have no public pool like some smaller communities have. We don't have places
for young people to hang out that don't involve alcohol. Dance clubs or game places.

8/27/2018 2:06 PM

173

Affordable housing and affordable single family homes

8/27/2018 12:12 PM
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174

climate: what was done in the past does not always have to be the way it goes. change is good
sometimes

8/27/2018 11:30 AM

175

Instead of making roads wider, so cars can go faster, we need to slow down traffic so that Brainerd
can be more bike and walker friendly.

8/27/2018 8:37 AM

176

Consider merging with the City of Baxter to create a more effective cost of government for the
area.

8/27/2018 7:26 AM

177

none

8/26/2018 3:55 PM

178

Encourage diversity of THOUGHT (Attitude of Gratitude) and diversity of economic opportunity

8/24/2018 9:21 PM

179

Create outdoor atmosphere including green space and walk ability to capitalize on the northwoods
feeling. Create jobs.

8/24/2018 8:41 PM

180

architectural updates and/or restoration of some buildings

8/24/2018 2:37 PM

181

The perception that Brainerd is dying as Baxter grows and the perception that Baxter is the ONLY
place for business success.

8/24/2018 12:55 PM

182

The City Council needs real leadership and a progressive mindset--members willing to move
ahead rather than drag their feet at every turn. Members need to be aggressive in pushing
Brainerd forward.

8/24/2018 11:57 AM

183

Tax base through economic development. Progressive city government leaders.

8/24/2018 10:25 AM

184

Continue work to clean up downtown, reduce the number of liquor establishments. Work to
motivate/encourage improving homes and reduce crime rate in North East Brainerd
neighborhoods.

8/24/2018 10:17 AM

185

1. Ratio of rental to owned residential - attract higher quality residential and businesses/amenities
that attract higher income families. 2. Budget for the future as well as taking care of the issues of
the day.

8/24/2018 10:16 AM

186

revitalizing downtown/washington street and run down neighborhoods

8/24/2018 10:00 AM

187

Still too new to the area to know.

8/24/2018 8:59 AM

188

1. make certain parts of the city safer 2. make it easier for businesses to move in and operate here

8/24/2018 8:33 AM

189

Mandatory recycling (people throw everything in the garbage and that’s ABSURD in 2018!) more
bike lanes

8/24/2018 8:23 AM

190

Get rid of run down bars. Rental housing across Brainerd needs to be held to a higher standard.
So many dilapidated rental units.

8/24/2018 8:20 AM

191

Old attitudes of we can't do things because we tried that before....and more visionary leaders.

8/24/2018 7:35 AM

192

walkability, commercial development

8/24/2018 5:00 AM

193

More affordable recreation for the people who reside here (golf courses = super expensive; seem
to cater to businesses coming in) We need a public course that the average person can afford.
Bring in more businesses

8/23/2018 9:44 PM

194

More Retail Develop Downtown

8/23/2018 2:36 PM

195

Get Chuck Marone off the planning commission and out of the cities hair...he does more harm
than good.

8/23/2018 2:35 PM

196

More affordable housing for individuals, families and seniors. Better integration of diversifying
neighborhoods.

8/23/2018 11:58 AM

197

HOUSING AND PEOPLE ACTUALLY WORKING AND NOT LIVING OFF OTHERS (WELLFARE)

8/23/2018 11:17 AM

198

Cleanup downtown and improve aethetics

8/23/2018 10:48 AM

199

Parking. Night time safety.

8/23/2018 10:44 AM

200

Housing and public transportation improvements which will only come with economic improvement

8/23/2018 9:16 AM

201

More business friendly, keep businesses in the area. There have been quite a few businesses that
have closed in the area recently, and no move to fill the spaces.

8/23/2018 9:06 AM

202

Forward thinking rather than reactive. Need to build community services/culture for the future
Customer service - not friendly to visitors or residents - detrement for a resort area town.

8/23/2018 8:43 AM
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203

Image of the downtown area.

8/23/2018 8:43 AM

204

Support and education for raising healthy families and funding for social change efforts.

8/23/2018 8:41 AM

205

city officials that are more involved in the community and better work opportunities

8/23/2018 8:15 AM

206

i think we need additional draw of retail/art/music downtown. Although it is a difficult business.
Parks- Central Park area with benches, green space, possible splash pad. Lum Park is a great
space but needs improvement to beach/Park...create a draw.

8/23/2018 8:09 AM

207

Brainerd City Counsel should not sent nastygrams to people who they feel need to mow their
lawns or paint their houses. Baxter has way too many regulations for building, some of which
cause people to have to special order unusual supplies for building.

8/23/2018 8:02 AM

208

Crime and a false idea that the city is better than it really is.

8/23/2018 7:43 AM

209

Shelter housing is needed Housing for those with Menyal Health and CD issues.

8/23/2018 7:31 AM

210

City council policies or member need to be freshened up. Stagnant with no energy.

8/23/2018 7:03 AM

211

The crime is getting a bit out of control and we need better transportation to the outlying areas.

8/23/2018 6:58 AM

212

Deteriorating neighborhoods, more drugs and poverty, lack of help for mental illness

8/23/2018 12:34 AM

213

Walkability and Code enforcement

8/22/2018 9:11 PM

214

Code enforcement and walkability

8/22/2018 9:11 PM

215

Redneck viewpoints. Crappy biking and walking.

8/22/2018 9:40 AM

216

Stop wasting money on downtown without a real plan. Focus on businesses that draw people to
our community.

8/22/2018 9:08 AM

217

Need more community events, need to prioritize healthy/sustainable practices

8/22/2018 12:24 AM

218

A more vibrant down town with interesting shops and restaurants

8/21/2018 11:19 PM

219

Invest in our parks with better pavilions and some sort of master tree planting plan. 2. Quit the
thinking we can’t plan ahead to take care of our few treasures left- in no way should citizens need
to raise money for the water tower restoration the city leaders should have budgeted and planned
for that project years ago.

8/21/2018 9:59 PM

220

Vision thinking, not just dealing with how to pay bills now. Pay attention to what's happening in all
neighborhoods... like what is happening in Northeast Brainerd- the forgotten zone. Drive our
streets

8/21/2018 4:52 PM

221

Continue to clean up downtown and develop along the river (restaurants, shops, the arts)

8/21/2018 4:11 PM

222

Crack down on the drugs and things that make Brainerd seem trashy. Make it safer, make it feel
like a safe place for families to live.

8/21/2018 3:17 PM

223

Rental Housing that is Poverty Housing People who don't live in Brainerd pushing their agenda at
the expense of those who pay taxes in Brainerd for example the Mississippi River boardwalk plan

8/21/2018 3:08 PM

224

Upgrade downtown and improve traffic through the town

8/21/2018 2:02 PM

225

Increase of white collar jobs/opportunities

8/21/2018 1:34 PM

226

Fix old housing Preserve history

8/21/2018 1:32 PM

227

more progressive role on tourism

8/21/2018 11:49 AM

228

HIRE ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER'S and HIGH PENALTIES FOR OWNERS OF DOGS AND
CATS THAT LET THEM RUN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

8/21/2018 11:47 AM

229

1. Laurel st. Businesses should be open on Sundays and open later than 5pm on week nights.
Where do we live small town USA? We want people eating downtown, shopping downtown, why
give them 1 more reason to be elswhere. . . EVERYTHING IS CLOSED! When us working folk...
get off work. . . uh.... Most Salaried workers work 8- 5 or 7 - 4. . . . We have money. WHY close
right when people who have money get off work??? More investment into parks, whether we
create natural pollenator parks, or more jungle gyms in neighborhood parks like Northtown. If we
do hit a depression, free unstructured play areas will be HUGE. - so with that we need to keep
buying land and building houses. The Millenial population doesn't want to buy used any more they want to build their own house.

8/21/2018 11:07 AM
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230

The perception of the city as a whole. We need to work on getting rid of the drug stigma and
making the downtown more friendly and inviting.

8/21/2018 10:27 AM

231

bringing businesses in that can employ and pay a living wage for people here. city council needs
to be changed and growth should become a priority

8/21/2018 9:43 AM

232

Landlords and the dumpy houses they are allowed to rent.

8/21/2018 9:36 AM

233

Better management of money and planning for the future

8/21/2018 9:25 AM

234

Parks need more color and more activities than baseball. Washington st. Front facade looks awful
and old.

8/20/2018 9:18 PM

235

Availability of employment with decent wages and the seemingly constant relocation of sex
offenders to the city and immediately surrounding area.

8/17/2018 9:41 PM

236

Fewer regulations for starting a business and lower taxes (which would require less spending).

8/17/2018 5:36 PM

237

Helping property owners update neighborhoods, all the volkwagons

8/16/2018 5:08 PM

238

A backbone is needed from the city council and mayors . They need to start taking pride in the city
and allowing it to be seen and expand! The Ghetto feel, look and mentality that has festered here
over the years .

8/16/2018 2:10 PM

239

Poverty- we can choose policies to help bring people out of poverty. Access to birth control and
women’s and men’s sexual health services

8/16/2018 12:19 AM

240

Parking - limited in the downtown area with a restrictive 2-hour limit. Roadways offer few safe
biking options and in winter sidewalks are not cleared, impeding progress for those who are not
driving, eg. people in wheelchairs, on bikes, etc.

8/15/2018 11:10 AM

241

Downtown needs to be developed and people need to stop smoking and doing drugs.

8/14/2018 7:45 PM

242

Increase home ownership & decrease rental licenses

8/14/2018 2:46 AM

243

Better employment opportunities. Better public transportation & public walkways & bikeways is
also needed.

8/14/2018 12:59 AM

244

Mall needs to be focus of shopping in town. Local parks could use updating with landscaping and
equipment.

8/13/2018 8:31 PM

245

Old infrastructure, Better paying jobs

8/13/2018 6:46 PM

246

Continue to renovate the downtown, and clean up some of the city areas. Entrance to Brainerd
looks very uninviting. There’s lots of areas that could be mowed and weeds pulled. Everyone says
they want green space, but nobody maintains it.

8/13/2018 3:32 PM

247

Keep things clean! (Snow plow on time, don't do 10 road constructions at the same time, take care
of trails and parks) There is getting to be no reason to spend time in Brainerd proper. All the stores
are moving to Baxter. Find something unique and put money and time into it. Neat parks with
splash pads/pools, unique restaurants, bike trails, etc. Towns like Crosby and Nisswa seem to be
doing fine with their new shops and trails.

8/13/2018 3:00 PM

248

1. Need to make pedestrian friendly crossings from North Brainerd to Downtown. 2. Brainerd
needs higher wage jobs within city limits.

8/13/2018 1:36 PM

249

Something that would make me go downtown to do or get at a store that was not high priced.......

8/12/2018 8:00 PM

250

retail options

8/9/2018 2:28 PM

251

Increase in employment opportunities and more quality reasonable priced rentals.

8/7/2018 4:33 PM

252

attitude towards biking, walking and public transit is improving but can still be better. Energy and
water efficiency (less sprinklers).

8/4/2018 9:07 PM

253

Needs some renovation and focus on the assets such as river. Also some businesses on East
side or down town would help greatly.

8/2/2018 5:08 PM

254

The disconnect between the CWC Community Services and the community. Bridging the gap
between the lower and upper income brackets founds in the Brainerd Lakes Area.

8/2/2018 4:00 PM

255

need more businesses, which in turn provides more jobs better public transportation

8/2/2018 10:39 AM

256

Safety Connection Networking / collaboration Poverty mentality

8/1/2018 3:51 PM
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257

Improve the Riverfront/downtown and improve the existing ousting stock.

8/1/2018 2:04 PM

258

We need to clean up rental properties. We need to offer better busnisses and jobs downtown.

7/31/2018 3:42 PM

259

housing costs more jobs with living wage

7/30/2018 5:12 PM

260

Transportation Living-wage job opportunities

7/30/2018 4:09 PM

261

Awareness of the social justice issues and a deep dive into strategic solution focused discussions
that rely upon the opinions of the subject matter experts and not the policy makers.

7/30/2018 11:58 AM

262

Homeless rates are soaring, there is a huge lack of affordable housing. Too much focus to our
visitors and not the people who are here year-round.

7/30/2018 11:49 AM

263

Downtown.. We have a beginning with Crossing Arts, Purple Fern, Sage and Rumbly. I would
create an art wall along Front Street and the Mills Parking Lot that would clearly define downtown.
Neithborhood's (Thing NE) need some fun brought into an area filled with poverty and rentals and
loss of community. Pop Up Parks in the middle of the streets with bouncy houses, ice cream for
cheap, art activities like twirl painting (Think State Fair), tricycle races, human foosball or a
portable basketball hoop with some local talent challenges and you have created community. Is in
not always necessary to build another park. Think outside the box and bring the park (Fete's) to
the community.

7/30/2018 11:37 AM

264

Increased or tougher property code enforcement & development of the riverfront.

7/30/2018 10:44 AM

265

1) East Brainerd business district, particularly along Washington street needs better planning for
buildings and property sitting idle. Creative business/city partnerships are needed to best
redevelop sites that can take on a (new) look similar to Jimmy John's, Taco John's and
McDonald's. 2) Improved (some) vegetation maintenance of BNSF railroad property.

7/30/2018 8:53 AM

266

Increase in taxes for more amenities and improvement on those that we have now. Parks and trail
system upgrades.

7/28/2018 4:20 PM

267

The downtown bar areas looking seedy

7/27/2018 8:38 AM

268

provide more opportunities/support for businesses to move into the area and be successful,
increase emphasis on historical aspects and natural environment of the area to attract permanent
businesses/residents and tourists.

7/25/2018 9:44 PM

269

1. City council needs to invest in the future. Focus development of public amenities to be
attractive. 2. Get troublesome bars out of downtown

7/25/2018 2:23 PM

270

need to think beyond one group or area and look at the City as a whole. protect our assets both
natural and facilities

7/24/2018 7:17 PM

271

The lack of opportunities for young adults and public transit

7/24/2018 6:13 PM

272

stop hurting what is here and help the shops and shop owners

7/24/2018 2:56 PM

273

Willingness to invest in The Cool Factor. Just Say No to any spending has gotten us nowhere, so I
should say, to the bottom. We have been the Mississippi of MN Regional Centers. Implement River
to Rail initiative.

7/24/2018 11:48 AM

274

We need to fill our industrial and commercial spaces.to increase our tax capacity. So many people
have big ideas about what Brainerd SHOULD do who don't live in Brainerd. If you aren't paying the
bills you should probaby stay out of the discussion.

7/23/2018 8:15 PM

275

Infrastructure maintenance and long term planning.

7/23/2018 7:49 PM

276

1. The river to rail connection with park space, improved parking, and housing needs to happen 2.
Clean up the eyesores

7/23/2018 8:28 AM

277

Upgrade in appearance of various areas and neighborhoods of the city. Homes and buildings are
rundown, garbage receptacles are left out on curbs for days, vehicles that don't run are sitting in
people's yards. Now, we have chickens running loose in our neighborhood. Appearance of things
such as this give an impression to others that "no one cares".

7/22/2018 7:21 PM

278

Attitude and better housing.

7/22/2018 9:37 AM

279

More homeowners. Affordable housing.

7/21/2018 9:39 AM

280

Define at risk properties in Brainerd and make sure they are maintained. No burn pits in backyards
if neighbors are rude.

7/21/2018 9:33 AM
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281

The negative attitude towards the city. There are many residents who continue to put down the
city. When others continue to negative comments, others start to believe it. general wages need to
be increased.

7/21/2018 7:56 AM

282

The city council needs to be revamped and need high wage job's with good medical and good
incomes. Tourist and industry can work hand in hand to make a better Brainerd.

7/21/2018 6:38 AM

283

It’s ability to change and want to change. We can’t adapt to a changing culture if the city, county
and its citizens won’t accept new ideas and innovations. Also, downtown Brainerd has so much
potential. It’s beginning to change but will hopefully continue to do so.

7/20/2018 9:11 PM

284

Winter clean up and rabbit control!

7/20/2018 8:52 PM

285

Low life landlords and rental properties. Well any eyesore properties.

7/20/2018 8:28 PM

286

Proactive instead of reactive thinking. Need to plant trees and beatify the city.

7/20/2018 8:04 PM

287

Continue with infrastructure improvements (streets, lighting, store front upgrades, adding green
space, dealing with rental upgrades). Improve security (neighborhood lighting, rental/ clients/
policing).

7/20/2018 6:22 PM

288

It's hard to say since I don't live there. Everything that comes to mind isn't a "city" issue.

7/20/2018 5:41 PM

289

Higher paying industry type jobs, and the continued redevelopment of downtown.

7/20/2018 4:29 PM

290

More work on the downtown storefronts and 210 corridor. Fewer rentals and more affordable
permanent housing

7/20/2018 4:20 PM

291

I have answered the question several times in this survey.

7/20/2018 3:51 PM

292

1. Brainerd is no longer the tourist town it was, the only people who are stopping in Brainerd are
people who live here so make it more community based. 2. More shops, jobs, parks

7/20/2018 3:23 PM

293

housing standards, ability to open new businesses

7/20/2018 2:33 PM

294

The city needs to physically grow. More land; more housing; more tax base. The city needs to
INVEST more in parks, trails, and amenities. These aren't 'extras.' They are what makes a city
great. For example, the city should be taking the lead on the splash park. Sure, folks can raise
some of the money, but the reason a city exists is to do these things. Quit being such misers,
council!

7/20/2018 2:17 PM

295

More government sponsored artistic opportunity

7/20/2018 1:58 PM

296

funding & just to keep the momentum of change

7/20/2018 1:26 PM

297

Need a bakery, should not have more than 3 of anything...pawn shops, straight up liquor only
bars, Chinese restaurants, pizza places, convenience stores, etc. Need variety in establishments.

7/20/2018 1:18 PM

298

Better awareness of job available BEYOND manufacturing

7/20/2018 1:13 PM

299

Anti business climate and resistance to change.

7/20/2018 1:11 PM

300

Better jobs (not just medical, retail, or manufacturing), and more diversity

7/20/2018 12:37 PM

301

More affordable housing opportunities and higher wages.

7/20/2018 12:35 PM

302

city charter enforcing existing codes - mowing, weeds, sidewalks, shoveling

7/20/2018 12:33 PM

303

Perception and a stronger economy

7/20/2018 12:19 PM

304

Clean up Washington Ave and create gateways to the City

7/20/2018 12:14 PM

305

1. Brainerd needs to become more of a destination than just a pass-through city 2. Brainerd needs
to be more attractive to prestigious companies over fast food and retail

7/20/2018 10:22 AM

306

Housing and employment

7/17/2018 10:36 AM

307

There should be more open areas for the kids. We have the Y and the parks and even the Shop. I
have kids that refuse to go to the shop because of the type of kids that go there. QE need a space
that inclusive. Skate parks and things like that to help improve brainerd for our youth. We also
need to look I to making brainerd not look like the run down gohst town its slowly becoming. Let
me businesses in.

7/16/2018 11:18 PM

308

Access to medical care and affordable housing

7/16/2018 11:48 AM

309

Greater protection of lakes/trees; more progressive thinking on part of residents

7/15/2018 6:59 PM
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310

A couple a the downtown bars could disappear, along with some of the people. More walking
paths

7/15/2018 9:38 AM

311

I honestly can't say, I have not lived in Brainerd long enough to give my opinion on any changes. I
love living here, and I love my neighborhood and only want good things to come to Brainerd. To
have it grow and get better, we are the county seat of Crow Wing and all of the summer residents
travel through Brainerd to their vacation homes. Let's give them something to want to come here
more and spend time and money.

7/14/2018 9:29 PM

312

Revamp downtown, make it classier. Use the river more, build things along the river, restaurants
with patios. We need to use the water better, it goes right through town. Most towns on water
embrace it and turn into cute little towns.

7/13/2018 2:08 PM

313

access better thing for the younger generation to do

7/13/2018 8:25 AM

314

Only 2? Affordable housing. Right now the market is screaming for affordable housing for families.
People are resistant to buy within City of Brainerd and Baxter because of all the levy
increases/assessments. This all comes down to the Cities budget. The big thing between Brainerd
and Baxter is the staff budgets. Brainerd does not control it and gives in to the unions.

7/13/2018 6:55 AM

315

Two mindsets, the jealousy that I hear so much of the little brother to the west and the
understanding that it takes money to make money. Brainerd needs to step up their commitment t0
the different projects going on in town, that commitment is money and don't "fundraise" everything.

7/12/2018 9:53 PM

316

First and foremost, higher paying jobs - that would help take care of people being able to afford
rent and sustain living. Second, there needs to be younger people on the City Council. It is
ridiculous hearing them talk about how rent is stable and more people are moving to higher rentals
leaving the lower rentals. No they aren't. The property tax bill that just got raised affected not only
people that have a mortgage, but people that rent an apartment. My apartment rent went up
because of that bill. City Council doesn't realize that when people move out of a unit the landlord
raises that rent when he/she/they go to re-rent it. And there was something about how they don't
like more rentals in Brainerd. That's fine we'll just keep our whopping 19% poverty rate then.

7/12/2018 3:57 PM

317

Wages and affordable elderly rentals.

7/12/2018 3:40 PM

318

Housing: We need more affordable housing for low income people. Homeless Shelter for families,
singles, youth

7/12/2018 3:33 PM

319

Our social services is warped and does not help those truly needing help, they enable bad choices
and are not fair. Availability (and affordability) of rental housing and childcare providers is currently
at a state of crisis.

7/12/2018 2:00 PM

320

Opportunities for affordable public transportation and affordable rental housing

7/12/2018 1:54 PM

321

I already selected those in my choices above.

7/12/2018 12:17 PM

322

we need a homeless shelter brainerd needs to change the way they view rentals and homeless in
rural areas

7/12/2018 11:52 AM

323

The way all of our houses look. Many people live in houses that have black mold, or the house
was made a hundred years ago. Also another thing from our quality of homes, is the safety of our
city, we need a city more like Baxter where people feel safe and dont have to worry about fights
like down town Brainerd.

7/12/2018 9:22 AM

324

The county judges, and forcing children to be around abusive parents

7/12/2018 3:29 AM

325

Remove Core and the methadone clinic

7/11/2018 10:14 PM

326

Racism

7/11/2018 1:46 PM

327

Get the drugs out of here. Working with the public more

7/11/2018 1:11 PM

328

Shopping options High Paying jobs

7/11/2018 12:16 PM

329

Less run down neighborhoods and increased employment opportunities

7/11/2018 12:11 PM

330

the main roads . more jobs

7/11/2018 11:59 AM

331

Inclusion of all. Including abilities, race, family structures and quality programs for school age
children in summer.

7/11/2018 10:25 AM

332

Drug control

7/11/2018 10:19 AM
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333

Downtown needs to be a destination that is connected to other parts of town by foot. Improve city’s
visual appeal.

7/11/2018 10:19 AM

334

Getting rid of slum houses that never Get repaired . We should put murals on buildings like little
falls - adds character

7/11/2018 10:11 AM

335

Growth NEEDS to happen. id like to see it become easier for new businesses/homes to come
directly into our city

7/11/2018 10:05 AM

336

Plowing landlords are crooked

7/11/2018 9:06 AM

337

Affordable housing and affordable heath care

7/11/2018 8:28 AM

338

The dead downtown area, clean up meth

7/11/2018 6:39 AM

339

Quit trying to be the cities. Some people like the small town life.

7/11/2018 3:32 AM

340

Since moving here I have heard from a lot of my patients how vibrant and fun downtown Brainerd
used to be. I would love to see it revived. The second thing is that I would like to see improvement
in the crime rate which is too high for such a small town.

7/11/2018 2:47 AM

341

We need better employment opportunities and safer streets.

7/11/2018 1:14 AM

342

The town feels old. There's having a pride in history, then there's plain old. A lot happens in town
and much of it goes unknown.

7/11/2018 1:03 AM

343

Traffic and we lost small book store

7/11/2018 12:39 AM

344

More year round family places, like an indoor trampoline park, teen center, etc, we locals have alot
of down time in the winter but not many options for family time. Places get overcrowded easily.
Teen centers would help give fun safe space for teens to do art, play games, stay safe and learn
healthy habits. Drugs have sadly became the norm of Brainerd area youth and they don't have an
outlet for boredom it seems.

7/11/2018 12:39 AM

345

The two highway moats through the center of town -- Washington Street and South 6th -- need to
be tamed and make community-friendly. Our neighborhoods need private investment so properties
appreciate in value, not stagnate or decline.

7/11/2018 12:33 AM

346

The law enforcement agencies need to abide by the law, to the letter! No driving 45 mph thru town
in a 30mph zone! NO more power hungry corrupt idiots with badgesthinking they are better than
any other person just cause they wear a gun and badge! The other change is road matters...NO
more construction repeats on the same stretch of road year after year! Do 371 this summer, next
summer, let’s fix a road that actually needs it like say 3rd street, or juniper or king???

7/11/2018 12:30 AM

347

1. Deal with the traffic problems and drugs. 2. Spruce up unsightly unkempt buildings and make
them look respectful.

7/11/2018 12:29 AM

348

Affordable housing and work on the drug problem

7/11/2018 12:26 AM

349

No more banks and no more parking lots

7/11/2018 12:25 AM

350

Drugculture The crazy cost to build and the fees. It's like we will do our best to discourage you.

7/11/2018 12:17 AM

351

The fact it never grows and the slum lords who get away with renting to repeat offenders and half
was fixing ghetto apartments.

7/11/2018 12:14 AM

352

1.) Rentals 2.) Good employment opportunities

7/11/2018 12:10 AM

353

Old feeling

7/11/2018 12:05 AM

354

How to bring people here at all times not just summer, rhings for kids to do

7/10/2018 11:53 PM

355

Brainerd high school and the hours of the liscense burrow

7/10/2018 11:43 PM

356

More police presence and drug enforcement. Clean up the downtown area

7/10/2018 11:23 PM

357

More affordable housing!!! A place for kids to go instead on streets and getting in trouble

7/10/2018 11:20 PM

358

Drugs. Walking

7/10/2018 11:07 PM

359

Housing. Revitalized Brainerd… I hate going over to Baxter

7/10/2018 11:04 PM
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360

More young people who care need to be involved. Whether it’s through city hall or community
groups, the large young population of Brainerd is under represented. This starts with the older folk
in charge embracing young perspectives and giving emerging adults the opportunity to be involved
and shape the future of Brainerd. Brainerd needs to also be safe for families. I’m not sure if the sex
trafficking has been eliminated, but that should not part of our community.

7/10/2018 10:57 PM

361

Term limits on city council.

7/10/2018 8:01 PM

362

Progress needs to happen. Retail needs to grow.

7/10/2018 6:54 PM

363

General improvement in appearance of streets, buildings Safety

7/10/2018 5:51 PM

364

Ignorance, and stupidity. Drug and alcohol abuse

7/10/2018 4:28 PM

365

Downtown and better jobs. Historically more appealing. Access to information and education
downtown.

7/10/2018 1:14 PM

366

More parking downtown. Another dog park.

7/10/2018 12:06 PM

367

Need better full-time jobs with benefits and better, affordable family housing.

7/10/2018 12:01 PM

368

Brainerd needs better jobs. There are way to many minimum wage, high school kid type jobs.
There aren't enough jobs that people can actually live off of.

7/10/2018 10:46 AM

369

Quality retail shops and restaurants to attract tourists into downtown. Renovation of the city's
housing stock

7/10/2018 9:22 AM

370

1. Riverfront development 2. Downtown revitalization

7/9/2018 12:40 PM

371

Fear of change and fear of trying something different and it not working

7/7/2018 1:26 PM

372

Better economy with higher paying jobs.

7/6/2018 6:28 PM

373

Buildings cleaned up to look more modern New businesses to come in to create more jobs

7/6/2018 6:13 PM

374

Value our natural resources: natural habitat. Make it a desirable place to live/ attract/ retain
citizens.

7/5/2018 3:02 PM

375

Poverty wages and run down rental housing

7/5/2018 1:46 PM

376

Anything, and everything

7/4/2018 3:15 PM

377

Lack of small business retailers in the downtown area and lack of diverse entertainment options.

7/4/2018 9:21 AM

378

Brainerd is the central hub, but it's the outlying towns that hold the attraction. We need more
appeal! I love how downtown is getting revived, and hope someday it will rival Nisswa. It would be
awesome to have some MN outdoors company's with shops there, like Duluth trading, love your
melon etc. I also wish the splash pad would get put in. I've seen Facebook updates about how far
the fundraisers are from their goal and it's discouraging. That would be such a great family friendly
attraction that none of the surrounding communities have.

7/3/2018 11:57 PM

379

Employment opportunities and less rentals

7/3/2018 9:54 PM

380

When developing housing please take into consideration what “the majority” of buyers are looking
for. Small lots and small homes are not it! Incentives for neighborhoods to take pride in ownership!
Also, the parks Dept should be playing a larger role in this community. Trails and access to nature
draw people to areas. Why do you think the outskirts of Brainerd continue to grow while we don’t?

7/3/2018 8:53 PM

381

Get rid of the roundabouts. Replace roads, not just patch potholes.

7/3/2018 7:40 PM

382

leave the streets open and improve the parking

7/3/2018 7:32 PM

383

Crime. Appearance of downtown

7/3/2018 7:24 PM

384

Housing for homeless. Police could patrol more. I see a lot of things people do and wonder where
the cops are.

7/3/2018 6:42 PM

385

Parking options, cleanliness

7/3/2018 5:29 PM

386

The city seems run-down in areas - abandoned buildings and neglected exteriors. These have to
be cleaned up somehow to maintain an attractive downtown. The drug problem scares people
away from Brainerd. There are known areas that people avoid because of the drug use and
criminal activity that consistently plague the neighborhoods.

7/3/2018 4:28 PM

387

wages and opportunities for all ages

7/3/2018 4:10 PM
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388

Better use of resources and investments.

7/3/2018 4:10 PM

389

1) we need to love ourselves. 2) we need to forget about tourists. Make Brainerd great for Brainerd
residents.

7/3/2018 4:09 PM

390

beautification of downtown, more coordination with baxter and crow wing county

7/3/2018 12:20 PM

391

Housing and safe night life entertainment

7/3/2018 8:53 AM
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Q11 What are some of the things that make Brainerd a great place to
live? (Choose your top 3)
Answered: 389

Skipped: 244
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Attractive setting and natural environment

41.13%

High-quality/high income employment opportunities

2.06%

Safe and academically successful public schools

38.30%

149

Good quality health care

30.08%

117

A wide range of retail/restaurant services

13.11%

51

Part of a stable/growing local area economy

10.03%

39

Access to technology

3.08%

12

Public transportation options

2.31%

9

Cultural, artistic and entertainment opportunities

12.34%

48

Recreational opportunities/public parks/open space

38.05%

148

A range of housing choices at reasonable prices

6.43%

25

Access to the Mississippi River

9.00%

35

Available employment opportunities

5.40%

21

Walkability

8.48%

33

Reasonable traffic and commute times

27.51%

City government provides a wide range of good public services

7.71%

30

Safe neighborhoods and streets

11.83%

46

Access to higher education

14.40%

56

Other (please specify)

7.46%

29

Total Respondents: 389
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

It could be worse

9/17/2018 11:29 AM

2

Crap places to live but are budget friendly

9/16/2018 11:09 PM

3

This is a cheap place to live. Due to the low capita income of the city, there are an abundance of
relatively inexpensive rentals for people who do have higher incomes, and this makes it a great
place to save up and move away from, if they are OK with the neighborhoods in the meantime.

9/16/2018 8:24 PM

4

close to our many lakes

9/16/2018 6:25 PM

5

Alternative to big box stores in downtown. We need more small business opportunities.

9/16/2018 11:17 AM

6

We have a awesome Community College!

9/16/2018 9:45 AM

7

The only reason I live here is because my grandkids do.

9/16/2018 9:27 AM

8

wide range of community resources from various agencies

9/16/2018 8:35 AM

9

Not much, govt employment

9/16/2018 7:51 AM

10

when I started my career there were good paying jobs at multiple community employers which
over the years disappeared, I was fortunate to remain employed through many downsizing moves
due to higher education credentials more employment opportunities are needed for motivated
individuals to advance beyond minimum wage (or slightly higher)

9/15/2018 7:42 PM

11

low cost of living

9/14/2018 1:38 PM

12

Close to work

9/13/2018 12:43 PM

13

I will not live in Brainerd so I do not feel like I am qualified to answer this question.

9/13/2018 11:55 AM
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14

Faith community

8/24/2018 10:49 AM

15

PSEO option has been great

8/23/2018 9:47 PM

16

answered this question..same responses for livability

8/23/2018 2:42 PM

17

Churches

8/23/2018 7:54 AM

18

Schools and health care are important to growing families

8/23/2018 7:39 AM

19

There is actually nothing good except for walking. Trails

7/21/2018 6:41 AM

20

Location

7/13/2018 7:28 AM

21

I can't even choose one. Too many mosquitoes to even enjoy the outdoors since you don't spray
like every other city in MN. Duluth is prettier and you can hike there without getting chewed alive
by mosquitoes.

7/11/2018 10:28 PM

22

College

7/11/2018 1:09 AM

23

More affordable housing

7/10/2018 11:32 PM

24

Central location for so many different things to do.

7/7/2018 1:35 PM

25

School district

7/6/2018 6:18 PM

26

nothing! lol

7/4/2018 3:22 PM

27

the history of the area

7/3/2018 7:38 PM

28

Affordable housing

7/3/2018 4:18 PM

29

parks are very pretty

7/3/2018 4:17 PM
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Q12 Tell us about the ones you picked:
Answered: 284

Skipped: 349

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Brainerd is a desirable city, right in the heart of the state. It seems safe, appears that gov't
provides good public services and has a wide range of retail/restaurants.

9/17/2018 3:47 PM

2

Brainerd has been my husband's family's home for decades. We visit as often as we can. This is
why we are moving to Brainerd next year and bringing my Mother with us. Proximity to many lakes
for fishing, hiking trails, easy access to health care specialists, and lots of fun places to shop and
grab a cup of coffee or bite to eat

9/17/2018 3:04 PM

3

The area is beautiful, we live where people vacation.

9/17/2018 11:29 AM

4

Safe neighborhoods and schools produce a healthy future.

9/17/2018 11:28 AM

5

brainerd is a tourist trap always has been lakes race track fishing

9/17/2018 9:15 AM

6

The city needs to make Brainerd a destination again. There are no hotels, not a lot of restaurants,
and not a ton of entertainment anymore. People need a reason to come to Brainerd, not Baxter.

9/17/2018 8:21 AM

7

From what I've gathered from most people, they're here either for family, for recreation or both.
They've moved here or stayed here because they want to be outside. Having trails along the
Mississippi, around Boom lake, the limited number downtown all add to the appeal to be here.

9/17/2018 8:12 AM

8

The Lakes are Music Festival and The Crossing Arts Alliance provide great entertainment.

9/17/2018 8:10 AM

9

Fun place to shop antiques

9/17/2018 7:57 AM

10

We have many beautiful areas to enjoy. We have also seen growth with new places coming in and
current places expanding.

9/16/2018 11:55 PM

11

Schools have a great reputation. Many parks and open spaces. Good community Ed opportunities.
No traffic jams or long commutes like the cities!

9/16/2018 11:34 PM

12

BLA is beautiful , lakes for boating, fishing, Summers are amazing and fall is wonderful with color
changes in leaves. There are a lot of really nice eating places around the lakes, and I love what
they are doing to the BN event center

9/16/2018 11:19 PM

13

We have a lot of slum lords and when city inspectors come it should be about more than just
checking for smoke/carbon dioxide testers

9/16/2018 11:09 PM

14

We have a wide variety of health care options within town. While traffic has been awful this year
due to construction, normally the traffic isn't too bad. We have plenty of recreational options
around town including the parks, trails, and lakes.

9/16/2018 10:32 PM

15

Housing prices are very affordable, easy for a first-time homebuyer to access the market.
Downtown seems like it is trying to take steps to revitalize, which is positive. Good access to
hospitals and clinics.

9/16/2018 10:29 PM

16

We are blessed with healthy lakes/forest. We've made strides with more health care options and
specialists, with the recent referendum we should have improving schools

9/16/2018 10:17 PM

17

I live here because I was born here and given property by my parents. Once they are gone I might
leave too. I don't find Brainerd itself a draw to stay.

9/16/2018 9:58 PM

18

Unsure what to say. Were the least poor choices

9/16/2018 9:55 PM

19

Even though I drive 30 minutes out of Brainerd to work, after living in big cities, this is nothing
since the traffic MOVES. Except during the busiest summer weekends, generally drivability is
pretty good here. We have great outdoor space, but need to utilize it better. And as far as I know,
our schools have done well in the past (hope they are still that way). I do remember that we had
good access to AP classes, post-secondary opportunities, etc which is great in a small town.

9/16/2018 9:43 PM

20

St Joseph hospital offers good care and specialty doctors come to brainerd

9/16/2018 9:19 PM

21

Nature, lakes, the river - why I live here

9/16/2018 9:07 PM
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22

There are tons of walking trails which is nice. There are always places looking for employees

9/16/2018 8:41 PM

23

No

9/16/2018 8:21 PM

24

From this list these are the best things that are offered in Brainerd.

9/16/2018 7:52 PM

25

There are several healthcare options available in Brainerd/Baxter. ISD 181 has been a quality
school district and has the commitment from the community to continue to do so. Having Central
Lakes College available helps keep local graduates in the area to train them for jobs that are also
available in the area.

9/16/2018 7:39 PM

26

we are lucky to live in the great north where there is lakes we can fish and boat or swim in

9/16/2018 6:25 PM

27

Traffic flow is not bad. Knowing the backroads really do help. Having activities to do outdoors help
with recreational activities.

9/16/2018 6:07 PM

28

Lots of options for medical. Love the concert series at CLC and the orchestra series

9/16/2018 5:35 PM

29

We are the brainerd lakes area we have Top notch resorts, golfing, fishing, water parks, golfing.....
so on. We enjoy our lakes and proud of them. We treat those that come from other places to enjoy
our resorts and other tourist destination with respect. Being a brainerd warrior myself I am proud of
the school I went to and the education I got. With the recent past of the referendum ours schools
will be able to provide even better opportunities to our students. Traffic is traffic and compared to
the cities it’s really not that bad. I feel I am able to get to work at a reasonable time. With the
resent add of cypress rd it will make things even better.

9/16/2018 5:05 PM

30

what needed

9/16/2018 4:35 PM

31

small town feel in a gorgeous setting

9/16/2018 3:34 PM

32

The lakes and trails and outdoors are so important to the area. Public schools for the betterment of
future generations. We have great healthcare availability.

9/16/2018 2:59 PM

33

The recreational opportunities up here are excellent.

9/16/2018 12:55 PM

34

ISD 181 is a great school district working against great odds because of funding. My children got a
wonderful education there. Health care choices in Brainerd are amazing for the size of town—true
quality care.

9/16/2018 12:36 PM

35

My three choices are based on livability for all ages.

9/16/2018 12:09 PM

36

They really speak for

9/16/2018 11:58 AM

37

CLC is a great asset! City government is good. Small towns offer easy commutes for employees.

9/16/2018 11:57 AM

38

The Brainerd Lakes area is lovely and offers many recreation opportunities, health care is
available, and I LOVE the cultural, arts and dining opportunities.

9/16/2018 11:51 AM

39

.

9/16/2018 11:35 AM

40

We have lost some of our identity over the years as big companies swallow up small businesses,
schools and health care.

9/16/2018 11:17 AM

41

The Brainerd school systems have continually shown above average education. There are
currently make arts opportunities thanks to Stage North Theater, the orchestra and the cultural arts
series through CLC

9/16/2018 10:53 AM

42

Speaks for itself

9/16/2018 10:28 AM

43

Lots of art and culture here Traffic isn't too bad, considering no one knows they can use public
transportation. (Unless it's a weekend or school just got out. There are several punishment
stoplights in Brainerd). CLC brings people to Brainerd!

9/16/2018 10:21 AM

44

We live in a beautiful part of the world!

9/16/2018 10:07 AM

45

It's a beautiful area.

9/16/2018 10:05 AM

46

Low crime beautiful lakes good schools

9/16/2018 10:02 AM

47

Brainerd lakes area is a beautiful place to live

9/16/2018 9:56 AM

48

-Our Community College could be more involved in our community! Like making benches, planting
more trees. -Our beautiful Mississippi River is totally neglected - we only drive across it! Put money
into the Arts and Recreation!

9/16/2018 9:45 AM
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49

I love my grandkids.

9/16/2018 9:27 AM

50

Our public’s school system is the best in the state and is one of the highest employment service in
our area. When people ask where I’m from and I say Brainerd/Baxter, I always hear “Oh, that’s a
very beautiful place to vacation.”

9/16/2018 9:25 AM

51

We have good access to technology.

9/16/2018 9:21 AM

52

I want to live in a real community. Sidewalks and local businesses, access to trails.

9/16/2018 9:21 AM

53

Observance, don't live in Brainerd

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

54

Everything is within walking distance from where I live. There really isn’t anything good about
Brainerd.

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

55

I picked three but those are scraping the bottom of the barrel. We are growing in shopping
opportunities which is nice. Still room for growth if you ask me. We have pretty reasonable traffic
commutes except for when every major road is shut down for construction in the same year. And
we have a lot of people who don’t know how to drive either.

9/16/2018 9:16 AM

56

downtown has potential

9/16/2018 9:12 AM

57

Surrounded by beautiful nature, and quality health care, these are a real boon to our community.

9/16/2018 9:03 AM

58

Can walk to a lot of areas lots of restraints and stores good access to Mississippi river

9/16/2018 8:57 AM

59

School system and CLC can form the backbone of a partnership with business community, city
govt and Crow Wing County Commissioners and businesses to attract new businesses to region
that would have the needed skills for new jobs that could be attracted to area, particularly for young
adults; good health care system is infrastructure that can be touted to attract news businesses to
area

9/16/2018 8:45 AM

60

Close to the college, can get to jobs and stores in short distances, businesses and restaurants
nearby.

9/16/2018 8:42 AM

61

there are many options for shopping/eating out that attract people to Brainerd area from smaller
surrounding towns, many park/recreational options, many community resources available for lowincome

9/16/2018 8:35 AM

62

Poor community

9/16/2018 7:51 AM

63

enjoy country living there are minimal employment opportunities for a person to advance with
strong work ethic and good common sense, advanced education is not for everyone

9/15/2018 7:42 PM

64

We are close to Baxter and they have the retail stores I prefer to shop(ie Target and Costco). Plus
Baxter has the parks and recreation programs that we use.

9/15/2018 2:23 PM

65

Transit bus service is wonderful if you could get through to them.

9/15/2018 2:20 PM

66

It's a beautiful area. I think it's important to feel safe in your own community.

9/15/2018 11:24 AM

67

The three I chose are self-explanatory

9/15/2018 11:10 AM

68

for our size, we offer GREAT cultural activities and opportunities The lakes area is one of the most
beautiful in the state within the city limits, the cost of living is reasonably low, given the surrounding
area and what we have access to

9/14/2018 1:38 PM

69

no additional comments

9/14/2018 11:59 AM

70

Solid, important characteristics to build upon. Not enough by themselves.

9/14/2018 8:13 AM

71

I like the outdoors and think we have a great opportunity to incorporate a lot of nature and natural
settings into our town. The traffic isn't that bad except in the summer on the weekends. We have
nice parks, recreation areas but not many in the city limits.

9/13/2018 4:36 PM

72

Many education opportunities

9/13/2018 4:01 PM

73

Cultural and artistic opportunities abound in our area and are a hidden gem The number, size and
quality of our park system is underappreciated our school system and higher educational
opportunities make our area attractive

9/13/2018 2:23 PM

74

We are lucky to have Central Lakes College right in our own backyard. The roads are wellconnected and can get you from one part of town to another fairly effortlessly.

9/13/2018 2:04 PM
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75

We have safe neighborhoods and schools with access to a quality college that is a good stepping
stone for students from small communities such as the Brainerd Lakes Area. We also have a lot of
beautiful lakes and woods to enjoy.

9/13/2018 1:37 PM

76

I believe both the k-12 schools are good in the area and it is nice to have a college in town for local
kids, and to attract students from other parts of the state, country, or from abroad. As for travel or
commute...when we aren't experiencing road construction ....Brainerd is easy to access and the
roads are very good.

9/13/2018 1:02 PM

77

good college is a huge asset, cultural arts and music/theatre are a big plus, and jobs to support
families

9/13/2018 12:58 PM

78

Some of the other items are things we don't have or do well. I'm an educator, education is
important.

9/13/2018 12:17 PM

79

Safe amd successful schools attract new families to the area and retain families currently living
here. This helps stablize and grow our local economy - keeping businesses and jobs here. The
public services readily available to any and all that need them - continuing to provide a safe
environment.

9/13/2018 12:12 PM

80

Opportunities for various outdoor activities are plentiful. Small businesses seem to be increasing
these days.

9/13/2018 12:08 PM

81

Traffic moves around fairly smoothly most of the time. It helps that there are many options/roads to
choose from to get to the same place. Good business variety. The location of Brainerd within the
state is nice for travel, recreation, shopping, working, etc.

9/13/2018 12:04 PM

82

I do not and will not live in Brainerd.

9/13/2018 11:55 AM

83

Originally moved to Brainerd for higher education Came back to the area because it has a rural
feel with reasonable commute times. There are healthcare options available.

9/13/2018 11:52 AM

84

We have Central Lakes College, a variety of community ed., lots of entertainment in the arts
through CLC and community groups. We have some very nice parks for family and especially for
children.

9/13/2018 11:39 AM

85

No comment

9/13/2018 11:32 AM

86

The natural resources in and around Brainerd are par none.

9/13/2018 7:54 AM

87

Brainerd is lucky to have an excellent public school system.

9/12/2018 4:01 PM

88

a nice place to walk around and medical services have stepped up in the last few years

9/12/2018 3:24 PM

89

No

9/12/2018 2:52 PM

90

I love to walk and get to places like the park. also i like having a job..

9/12/2018 2:04 PM

91

Brainerd is in the heart of the lakes so having access to lakes in all seasons is big for me. Along
with that, outdoor recreation, snowmobiling, atv, etc are hobbies I like Hardly no traffic issues,
bumper to bumper living is not for me The Brainerd school district is a great place to go to school
as I did many years ago. This area I believe is still very solid (minus the AD) with many teachers
whom have come back to the area in which they grew up. I did the same except I do not teach.
Brainerd and Baxter need to figure out ways to bring back those people that because of a high
paying job/career that isn't offered much here, don't move back.

9/12/2018 1:25 PM

92

Growth of retail and restaurants Building of apartments

9/12/2018 9:51 AM

93

I love the fact that my family has access to high quality care without having to go to a metro city;
and the beauty of the area is amazing.

9/12/2018 5:52 AM

94

n/a

9/11/2018 8:32 PM

95

good health care

9/11/2018 2:55 PM

96

Being near the lakes is great for recreational activities. The resorts are fun with great dinning. The
city has affordable housing in quaint neighborhoods. Healthcare is excellent, high quality care at
lower costs than neighboring systems.

9/11/2018 10:57 AM

97

Recreational areas and access to the river are healthy and accessible options to enjoy the beauty
of the area if you do hunt, fish or boat/snowmobile. Good and accessible health care is good for
everyone and brings an caring feel to the community,

9/7/2018 5:24 PM
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98

Stable schools with available technology, and things to do to entertain people, are important.
There has to be things to do free and with minimal fees or people find other places to spend their
money and time.

9/7/2018 9:30 AM

99

self explanatory

9/6/2018 1:24 PM

100

The Mississippi River could be at the top of the list, but as it stands it is not being utililized

9/5/2018 11:57 AM

101

Safety is a primary concern and we have that generally speaking, access to quality health care is a
must, and our lakes setting makes us a destination for out of area revenue.

9/5/2018 9:06 AM

102

No real comments

9/4/2018 11:39 AM

103

Seniors need health care. Walkability improves neighborhoods. Almost everyone needs jobs.

9/4/2018 11:21 AM

104

Great school system, beautiful area

9/1/2018 12:55 PM

105

We need to use the river smarter.

8/31/2018 11:35 AM

106

People from all over the country come here because of the lovely setting and great natural
amenities/activities. We have a higher-quality of entertainment opportunities than is usually
available to a community of our size and location.

8/31/2018 9:05 AM

107

Brainerd is fortunate to have Essentia health care and multiple senior living options; the Park and
Rec programs are well established and available in many neighborhoods; the high school and
CLC are central to the identity of our city

8/30/2018 7:19 PM

108

Our school district really is highly rated and does a good job. Despite this summer construction,
we really do have pretty decent traffic and commute times. I can just about predict how long it will
take me to get someplace.

8/30/2018 6:10 PM

109

Dial A Ride is a great option for affordable transportation. There are many great parks to visit for
recreation. Many places to work for decent pay as well.

8/30/2018 5:14 PM

110

Brainerd is located in the southern part of the Lakes Area and is a conduit to lakes, parks and
entertainment venues in the surrounding communities. Northland Arboretum is a wonderful place
to visit in each season. Brainerd has the hospital and clinic within its city limits however residents
are likely to travel to Baxter for additional medical care and optional health systems. Central Lakes
College is located within the city limits and draws students from all parts of Minnesota.The nursing
program is provides trained/certified students who will want to live and work in Brainerd.

8/30/2018 2:09 PM

111

1. There are many well maintained parks. 2. If I got sick, I feel there is good quality health care in
Brainerd. I like being able to get to work without backed up traffic.

8/29/2018 2:16 PM

112

We have a beautiful community with nature and lakes available to us.

8/29/2018 10:52 AM

113

Many of the choices on the above list people will overcome on their own if they want to live here.

8/29/2018 7:45 AM

114

Strong schools and health care are foundational pieces that need to be in place to have a strong
community. Being able to provide public services is also a priority for me.

8/28/2018 3:26 PM

115

the city is the right size to offer opportunities of jobs and resources without long drives

8/28/2018 2:50 PM

116

Brew Pubs have added a LOT to the area, especially for live music. Natural assets a big draw, and
that included the Miss. River. Great school district.

8/28/2018 12:22 PM

117

Good health and education opportunities are a must. Growth is important to stimulate the
economy.

8/27/2018 3:20 PM

118

We live in a beautiful area, with lots of medical choices nearby. With Baxter and the Lakes area
there are many restaurants to choose from.

8/27/2018 2:18 PM

119

Beautiful location in a central location to many cities. Great vacation destination

8/27/2018 11:33 AM

120

We live in a beautiful area and are fortunate to have good schools for our children.

8/27/2018 8:41 AM

121

We are blessed to have the natural resources, lakes, rivers, woods, and located two hours from
the Minneapolis which supports economic growth. We also have high quality health care services.

8/27/2018 7:33 AM

122

speaks for it self

8/26/2018 3:59 PM

123

This response takes the "Brainerd Lakes Area" into consideration

8/24/2018 9:31 PM

124

Schools and environment.

8/24/2018 8:46 PM
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125

we have incredible natural resources in our pristine bodies of water.

8/24/2018 2:40 PM

126

Brainerd has so much to offer, we need to make it the place where people want to live and work.

8/24/2018 1:13 PM

127

Brainerd barely meets the minimum requirements in the areas I chose.

8/24/2018 12:04 PM

128

I am fortunate to have a good job in Brainerd. I raised 4 children through the Brainerd school
district and it was a great experience for them. We are very involved in the faith community.

8/24/2018 10:49 AM

129

1. Multiple choices for health care in and near Brainerd. 2. This is an attractive and convenient
area in which to live, work and play. 3. The river, lakes and forests of the area are a huge draw.

8/24/2018 10:23 AM

130

Great lakes and nature.

8/24/2018 9:05 AM

131

Take care of families so they can become good citizens. I added technology because of its impact
on education and healthcare and business.

8/24/2018 8:40 AM

132

We moved here from Minneapolis to be in a quieter place with more outdoor space of our own, so
we love the outdoor recreation opportunities (though we wish there were more hiking trails). We
wouldn’t have moved here if not for the great public schools. With a young child, one thing we love
to do is explore parks and playgrounds. We often visit Crosby’s beautiful city park and enjoy their
up and coming downtown area.

8/24/2018 8:32 AM

133

We have multiple heath care systems competing for market share which greatly benefits the
public. Our setting is beautiful with lakes and new recreation opportunities.

8/24/2018 8:27 AM

134

Attractive place to live and cultural opportunities are wanted by retirees.

8/24/2018 8:11 AM

135

We are an organized city vs. suburban sprawl. We can walk to places. Wide range of housing.

8/24/2018 7:40 AM

136

Beautiful setting with Lakes & trees

8/23/2018 2:40 PM

137

No

8/23/2018 12:02 PM

138

See earlier questions about what to improve.

8/23/2018 11:00 AM

139

The natural environment is why many people choose to live here- lakes, trails- parks are nice in
the city

8/23/2018 9:20 AM

140

Not only work for the health system in Brainerd, but an active driver and supporter of the
advancement of community vitality

8/23/2018 8:47 AM

141

The schools are high quality, there is a lot going on culturally, and driving is relatively
uncongested.

8/23/2018 8:47 AM

142

We moved to the area because we wanted to get out of the twin city traffic and have reasonable
prices homes.

8/23/2018 8:23 AM

143

short commute time are a plus

8/23/2018 8:16 AM

144

love the bicycle trails, many health care services, love my neighborhood

8/23/2018 8:06 AM

145

They are the only two that I believe Brainerd currently has

8/23/2018 7:54 AM

146

The area is beautiful. We need to make it more accessable to Seniors and again, the
transportation is a big issue.

8/23/2018 7:02 AM

147

We have been blessed with wonderful natural resources which made Brainerd a great place to live
but deteriorating neighborhoods and drugs have changed that, Brainerd is becoming a ghetto,
Mark Ronnie was on target, it's time to wake up

8/23/2018 12:44 AM

148

Brainerd is the hub of central Minnesota and offers big city needs in a small city setting. Being
close to lakes, parks, and recreational activities makes it a fun place to be year round. Also the
traffic in the area makes it easy to work 30-40 miles from Brainerd and still only have a 30-40
minute commute

8/22/2018 9:21 PM

149

Commute is not bad, good roads and ground.

8/22/2018 9:16 PM

150

Again, all things that bring people here.

8/22/2018 9:12 AM

151

The Lakes Area Music Festival has made Brainerd an arts hub

8/22/2018 12:28 AM

152

Brainerd should have developed the river front long ago to make this a destination.

8/21/2018 10:07 PM
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153

The school district is amazing! Traffic can be bad, especially during "rush" hours, but you can still
travel within reasonable amounts of time. If you live in town, you can (in most areas) walk to many
places you may need to go to, including work and school.

8/21/2018 3:25 PM

154

We have multiple healthcare provider options in a close range Our city has seen some positive
development and growth in the past 2 - 4 years Our city has been working to be more relevant and
reliable in serving the public

8/21/2018 3:15 PM

155

I’m not quite a foodie but the area offers a ton of options for going out to eat. Sure I could stay
home and make food but going out and enjoying the experience makes the food taste better
Quality healtcare: I’ve had nothing but great service and knowledgeable Drs in the area. There are
several groups aimed to take advantage of what the area has to offer.

8/21/2018 2:11 PM

156

Beautiful natural environment

8/21/2018 1:38 PM

157

Walkability is important

8/21/2018 1:34 PM

158

they are self explanatory

8/21/2018 11:52 AM

159

Housing is affordable but there is not enough of it

8/21/2018 11:50 AM

160

1. They have a lot of park space for the community. Seems to be pretty well maintained. 2. I drive
from pillager to brainerd twice a day. In the morning and at lunch. Round trip is about 30 minutes.
It's not bad. compared to the Cities. 3. Brainerd is going in the right direction with Sage on Laurel,
The Washington Building, Franklin Art Center, and Coco Moon. As well as the Traveling Art Pub.

8/21/2018 11:17 AM

161

I think brainerd has a lot of parks for families to enjoy.

8/21/2018 10:38 AM

162

they are all about our next generation, able to play, learn and get to destinations easily

8/21/2018 9:48 AM

163

Plenty of options for eating and shopping. Traffic is reasonable. Employment is always available

8/21/2018 9:41 AM

164

I’ve heard great things about the school system, my children aren’t school age yet. Housing prices
make owning a home reality for most people. The Brainerd area is stunning with trees, lakes,
rivers.

8/21/2018 9:34 AM

165

The arts have a strong foundation in Brainerd and the school system has done a great job of
sucking the city dry of it's available funding.

8/20/2018 9:27 PM

166

People want to live amongst natural beauty and not have to spend a bunch of time commuting.

8/17/2018 5:43 PM

167

The public schools are in good standing . The Brainerd Lakes area does offer several parks and
campgrounds. The Mississippi River and other bodies of water bring in tourists .

8/16/2018 2:18 PM

168

Brained is a gorgeous setting and there are many recreational opportunities. The schools are very
good. There is a high quality cultural and arts scene.

8/16/2018 12:24 AM

169

Our public schools perform consistently well. The many natural resources in the area provide for a
lot of recreational opportunities. There are many arts and cultural activities in the region, though it
can be a challenge to keep "in the know" about all of them.

8/15/2018 11:20 AM

170

I love to see new businesses because it makes my house more valuable haha. I appreciate the
parks around here like crow wing, cuyuna and pillsbury and compared to where I am from (CA) the
place is VERY safe for my family.

8/14/2018 7:51 PM

171

Brainerd had a lot of good access to attach of recreation & wildlife opportunities such as lakes bike
trails waking trails & nature areas. More is needed also though, in my opinion.

8/14/2018 1:05 AM

172

Lots and lots of places to work. Almost every business has a sign that they are hiring and looking
for applications.

8/13/2018 8:36 PM

173

No comment

8/13/2018 6:49 PM

174

People always look at schools before moving to an area. Having housing options close to local
schools is a plus.

8/13/2018 3:37 PM

175

Crosby and Essentia Health both have great facilities. City services has been good to deal with.
We love the opportunity to go to plays. Stage North and CLC offer great opportunities for this.
Pequot has a great community theater that the new Brainerd High School could maybe model.

8/13/2018 3:11 PM
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176

1. Despite what some may say, the city of Brainerd has lots of parks, greenspaces, and some very
aesthetic corridors - it is of course not without its very ugly corridors, but on the whole a very green
looking city. 2. I think one of the biggest factors keeping Brainerd residents in Brainerd is the
attractive school district. 3. Brainerd is and always will be the hub for the regional economy, which
is growing due to the natural resources in the area.

8/13/2018 1:49 PM

177

College is the reason I moved here. Walkability/biking and affordable housing is the reason I stay.

8/4/2018 9:21 PM

178

Brainerd has the natural area and recreation that make it great. That is obvious. I think the school
has done a good job and relatively speaking the area is safe. There are some drug issues, but
overall the area would be considered safe. I think that some people might pick wide range of retail
and growth, but they would be looping Baxter in then.

8/2/2018 5:15 PM

179

We have great schools and a great location

8/2/2018 10:42 AM

180

No comment

8/1/2018 2:10 PM

181

We've got a good start with natural surroundings, and commute times to work as well as schools,
but we need to expand to complete the package with more retail offerings, better businesses
downtown.

7/31/2018 3:47 PM

182

My grandkids go to school in Brainerd-schools are safe and teachers are capable and competent
families I work with seem to have access to Internet and other forms of tech traffic is not crazy
busy-except on holidays like the Fourth

7/30/2018 5:20 PM

183

Brainerd is a 'big small town' in that it boasts small town values however is growing community.

7/30/2018 12:06 PM

184

Honestly, it's the only city in the area with anything there, that's probably one of the only reasons
Brainerd is a "good" city, I think the City itself has a lot to improve on.

7/30/2018 12:01 PM

185

CLC, Theater, LAMF, Crossing Arts, Unique Shops, Local Restaurants. For the most part the city
has a good relationship with the community of citizens who understand city government, rules,
politics and how to access these tools. for those in the lower ether regions the city sucks because
they plow the roads "differently" and make drivers go around the block. In my worlds it's perfect
and keeps show off the sidewalks but AARP drivers and have difficulty with change! lol And
penguin walking is scary.

7/30/2018 11:51 AM

186

Between the school district, hospital/clinics, and governmental jobs, there are very good
employment opportunities for good jobs in this region

7/30/2018 10:48 AM

187

These top 3 are beyond the control of the City of Brainerd, BUT the attractive setting can be
improved upon. Establish a boulevard tree planting program and require quick and proper
sanitation efforts on dead (elm) trees. Dead standing trees give the image of "We don't really
care". Dead standing trees in city parks are no different.

7/30/2018 9:09 AM

188

Again, new people will look for education, healthcare and access to the outdoors.

7/28/2018 4:25 PM

189

I think Brainerd is safe, has good health care and the area is very attractive!

7/27/2018 8:41 AM

190

quality schools, both K-12 and higher education are important for recruitment of permanent
residents to the community, and the recreational opportunities in the area are well known across
Minnesota and beyond.

7/25/2018 9:52 PM

191

The river is an untapped amenity. Essentia has great health care, but the needs of the acutely
mentally ill are not adequately addressed. The ER and jail should not be used as mental health
providers.

7/25/2018 2:32 PM

192

good health care brings people into town public transportation gets people to where they need to
be parks and recreational gives people thing to do

7/24/2018 7:29 PM

193

The traffic is never completely horrible. The city does have options for public services, but they
could have more. This town does have a really good public school system

7/24/2018 6:28 PM

194

Brainerd has a lot of great things going on but it has a lot of things that are hurting our town no one
seams to want to help one and other it is one way or no way here and that is sad

7/24/2018 3:04 PM

195

We have great schools, and they are only going to get better now. We have the Miss. River going
right through town... People come from all over the world to see it, yet we can't get cleaning it up
and adding nice amenities along it going. It is very accessible here so the opportunity is great. I
feel we have good health care for our size town.

7/24/2018 11:54 AM

196

Self explanatory

7/24/2018 10:42 AM

88 / 177

IMAGINEbrainerd - Brainerd's Vision for the Future
197

We have abundant health care options, great trails and parks and this contributes to the walkable
aspects as well recreation.

7/23/2018 8:23 PM

198

Our recent referendum has our schools on par to be among the very best in the state. The
recreational opportunities are a natural fit to not just our city, but the entire area. It's the Brainerd
lakes area. That's what people are attracted to the most. We have one of those lakes within our
city limits, Rice Lake. I've always wondered why Rice Lake isn't a more integral part of our
economy with restaurants and boat rentals and other things like that.

7/23/2018 9:19 AM

199

Brainerd is known for its excellent schools. We have excellent doctors, clinics, and a hospital.
Public transportation is readily available for those who need it and the cost is reasonable.

7/22/2018 7:40 PM

200

This is Gods country in all the ways mentioned. A relaxing atmosphere.

7/22/2018 9:44 AM

201

Brainerd has great potential for branding the river and natural beauty. Has a great educational
environment.

7/21/2018 9:47 AM

202

I made the right choices.

7/21/2018 9:39 AM

203

I have kids in the school system and think highly of the public school system here. They do a great
job of promoting respect. The commute to anywhere (work, doctors, grocery store, parks,
restaurants, etc. is an easy commute). I enjoy walking the neighborhood and that we have
sidewalks, which also promote a sense of community when you are walking, you stop to meet and
talk to other neighbors.

7/20/2018 6:37 PM

204

I feel Brainerd schools are invested in building the community. If you are a "walker" you can get to
just about anything in Brainerd. I think the parks/green space is an asset to Brainerd

7/20/2018 5:48 PM

205

A highly educated population attracts better paying industry type jobs.

7/20/2018 4:39 PM

206

Important to have great schools including higher ed. Great cultural opportunities make a great
community. Biking and walking areas are a real positive, plus the Y for exercise.

7/20/2018 4:35 PM

207

Both health care & educational systems provide essential, high quality services essential to a
growing region. Both systems are our regions largest employers & provide opportunities for are
wide range of employment with high end compensation for a wide variety of jobs.

7/20/2018 4:23 PM

208

1. Our location with Lakes and trees are good 2. Good schools 3. My commute have been short

7/20/2018 3:27 PM

209

I grew up walking to whittier school as a child and always felt safe and well educated. I have
always loved the sidewalks and walkability of Brainerd. Makes it fun and easy to navigate. Even
during high traffic, it is still reasonably fast to get through town with an adequate number of
stoplight, signs, etc.

7/20/2018 2:41 PM

210

Great schools and health care are an easy choice. The rest need work. But we're moving in the
right direction.

7/20/2018 2:28 PM

211

I was reluctant in selecting anything

7/20/2018 2:00 PM

212

I walk everywhere. There are things that could be done to improve the walkability, but it is easier to
walk in Brainerd than Baxter. I like grid layouts. Our schools are strong, but too large. Unfortunate
that neighborhood schools have been closed. Elementary schools are great. Weakest school FVMS. See my previous comment about commuting advantages.

7/20/2018 1:31 PM

213

The river is an underutilized asset, heathcare is pretty good but mostly locating in Baxter.

7/20/2018 1:19 PM

214

Every public school in Brainerd is a Blue Ribbon school - and we just passed a great referendum.
There are so many medical facility options with partnerships with big city hospitals. We have great
public services provided by a dedicated team of workers.

7/20/2018 12:49 PM

215

Na

7/20/2018 12:40 PM

216

Not the urban problems of the Metro - lots of fresh air and good schools and high speed internet

7/20/2018 12:39 PM

217

Brainerd has a variety of housing options, great natural resources and lots of cultural/art and
entertaining options. This just continue to increase

7/20/2018 12:17 PM
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218

Our natural parks, rivers, The Paul Bunyan Trail, and other green spaces provide great opportunity
to escape the main roads and enjoy time outdoors. They are also excellent locations for a plethora
of recreational activities. What really brought me back to the area was the affordability of housing.
I was able to buy a very nice house for an affordable price. However, I was only able to afford it
because I have a remote job from the outside world. The job and career prospect of the area make
it difficult to afford a nice home. This relates to earlier in the survey where Brainerd needs higher
quality, higher paying, and higher standards career opportunities. Reasons for college graduates
to stay and help the area grow.

7/20/2018 10:54 AM

219

Well considering we just keep building more and more doctors office we definitely have the insight
on healthcare. With the slow changes that are coming, traffic in NE has definitely gotten better.

7/16/2018 11:23 PM

220

Our strengths in Brainerd community have a tendency to emphasize we are a tourist community.

7/16/2018 11:54 AM

221

Pass

7/15/2018 7:06 PM

222

The Brainerd schools are great! We always enjoy going to the city parks:)

7/15/2018 9:46 AM

223

When I moved here I was very surprised about the little busses, this is a great asset to our
community. The boat landing above and below the dam for the river here in town. I love my
neighborhood (NE) and I feel safe, I can leave my home open and unlocked while working out in
my yard (in the cities you can't even do this anymore)

7/14/2018 9:52 PM

224

I think there is a lot of outdoor activities in this area, and the schools are good. Also the traffic isn't
that bad, occasionally can get backed up, but not too bad.

7/13/2018 2:15 PM

225

This survey is getting long and not making sense.

7/13/2018 7:28 AM

226

We have a very good local hospital and many clinics with small town traffic and a very good public
school system.

7/12/2018 10:02 PM

227

There are a lot of great events in this town and people seem to be very friendly and welcoming
here.

7/12/2018 4:00 PM

228

Glad to see other clinics like Centracare and Crosby here, as well as Essentia. My children
received a good education here. And there are more than enough retaurants. We do NOT need
any more pizza places, but a Red Lobster or Old Country Buffet would be nice.

7/12/2018 3:48 PM

229

Not sure what to say other than there is more important things in Brainerd that we need

7/12/2018 3:35 PM

230

We have a beautiful land here, and it's accessible. There are many commercial and small
businesses.

7/12/2018 2:41 PM

231

No thanks.

7/12/2018 12:21 PM

232

Brainerd has many good things, for example there is the fact that the town has many eateries that
people can choose from. Secondly the city is very walkable, you can walk just about everywhere in
this city. Lastly we have an excellent college that does many good things for the community, and
gives the community an opportunity at receiving a higher education.

7/12/2018 9:51 AM

233

I picked none. The bulk of rentals are run by slum lords. You can't enjoy nature because you get
ate alive by mosquitoes. The streets aren't safe with all the drug dealers, addicts, sex offenders
and theives running around and your police are a complete joke. Have you listened to the
scanner? They can't find a bad guy standing in front of them. Also there are too many confederate
flag flying excessively loud trucks. Oh and getting around brainerd is a nightmare. Every major
back road vein is not viable without risking a ticket because you closed roads I drive construction
or not for no actual reason, example S7th st between willow and wright.

7/11/2018 10:28 PM

234

The clc is a great place to get a higher education

7/11/2018 1:51 PM

235

Beautiful lakes and such. Music Need more areas for dogs

7/11/2018 1:16 PM

236

The recreational areas are a big win for the community. Traffic is great compared to living in the
Twin Cities yet there are still decent amenities nearby. Home prices aren’t too high compared to
the cities

7/11/2018 12:20 PM

237

Brainerd Area is beautiful. Schools are good and with the recent referendum going thru it will
improve our high school appearance

7/11/2018 12:20 PM

238

seems to be growing

7/11/2018 12:02 PM

239

It was not easy to think of 3. Great public schools

7/11/2018 10:26 AM
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240

The neighborhoods seem safe and right now it’s easy to Get jobs

7/11/2018 10:17 AM

241

We have nice parks??

7/11/2018 10:09 AM

242

Lots of lakes

7/11/2018 9:08 AM

243

These 4 things are the only ones I can think of about the community that is good. It's really how
other people view things.

7/11/2018 8:35 AM

244

I like nature, not urban.

7/11/2018 3:38 AM

245

The scenery around Brainerd is really beautiful and the parks are nice. I never have too much
trouble getting around town.

7/11/2018 2:55 AM

246

When I attended Brainerd Public Schools I had a lot of opportunities to excell in academics and
they also did a lot to accomodate those who had IEP's for learning disabilites or some other type of
disability. There are plenty of retail and resturants in the Brainerd Lakes area. There are plenty of
parks and outdoor areas to have fun and enjoy the different seasons in.

7/11/2018 1:22 AM

247

It's a college town.

7/11/2018 1:09 AM

248

First off, we have a lot of stores...but the eclectic selection is far too similar! We need more! I don’t
give a shit what color the store is or what hours they operate...if this city can’t bend to the nature of
an established business then we will forever be forced to choose between fleet farm, Walmart,
Target, Home Depot, and Menards to buy a hammer, and clothes from! It’s no wonder people go
out of town for their shopping! Our recreation areas are vast, and maybe growing...but not mapped
out online for shit! Our local college is great...however, is it worth it to go there for a degree that is
useless?

7/11/2018 1:08 AM

249

Most people want to get outside after work relax inn a safe place

7/11/2018 12:43 AM

250

We have a good college, great vacation and recreation options and there is a lot of employment
available. May not be great pay but there are jobs.

7/11/2018 12:31 AM

251

Growing up in Brainerd, I was able to enjoy a lot of the wonderful things Brainerd has to offer. The
lakes around here are pretty great! So many things are available for recreational things because of
it. Swimming, boating, fishing, etc. The trails around here are also terrific! Connecting Brainerd to
surrounding areas makes for a lot of different options. Biking, skating, running, and even just a
beautiful setting for an evening walk. In the wintertime, there are good local spots for sledding,
snowboarding, and snowmobiling. People do enjoy the Brainerd area because of our lakes and
our outdoor options! As for the schools, I know there are some safety issues, but my
understanding is that the recently passed referendum is going to change that. I love the schools
we have here and the people that work there are so incredible and have the biggest hearts! If the
safety issues aren't fixed, then there will be an issue for sure. All that money we are investing for
what? Like I said, as for my understanding, these issues will be addressed during renovations so
once that happens, I believe our school district will be top notch for sure!

7/11/2018 12:29 AM

252

All of the lakes and bike trails

7/11/2018 12:27 AM

253

Good schools that actually teach. Opportunities for a safe outdoors environment. Investment in
rebuilding the infrastructure.

7/11/2018 12:26 AM

254

The city provides those who need it. Cops do a good job of patrolling the streets. And 210 is a
great main vein thru the town

7/11/2018 12:19 AM

255

I’m going to clc and brainerd is a very good place for that

7/10/2018 11:46 PM

256

There much for affordable housing in Brainerd!!!!

7/10/2018 11:32 PM

257

.....

7/10/2018 11:25 PM

258

I live in a great neighborhood that has police and fire department within six blocks

7/10/2018 11:08 PM

259

There’s actually something to do in Brainerd if you’re over 18. The only thing to do in other cities in
the region is go to a bar and have kids, that’s not for everybody! I love the number of activities and
nightlife. Right now there’s s solid number of food options which is ok. As a graduate if CLC, the
college is fantastic and underappreciated in the community.

7/10/2018 11:06 PM

260

Lots of trails to walk or bike. Beautiful location on the river with plenty of wildlife.

7/10/2018 8:10 PM

261

All three combined will help Brainerd grow.

7/10/2018 6:57 PM

262

The river is nice but ignored. Its basically a safe town.

7/10/2018 4:37 PM
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263

I really enjoy that Brainerd / Baxter is like a mini Minneapolis / St Paul to me. There could be a bit
more technology access to make it more comparable for a place to live. But I love the resorts here,
the things to to do, and parks in the area.

7/10/2018 1:26 PM

264

Beautiful areas to be outside and by water.

7/10/2018 12:11 PM

265

We are blessed to be in the part of MN with natural habitat and waterways. We need to promote
and develop those aspects.

7/10/2018 12:07 PM

266

The Brainerd Public School system is a high-caliber educational system and there are several
private education options for parents to select from as well. The traffic and commute times to areas
within and around the city are very easy to traverse, however other transportation options like
Uber or Lyft or rideshare options would be a benefit as well. The natural beauty of the area is very
attractive with the Mississippi, lakes and natural areas like the arboretum right within our city limits.

7/10/2018 10:56 AM

267

Schools are vital to attracting new families. The Mississippi can be the site of attractive
recreation/entertainment developments. People have to feel safe. Quality of health care is also
important.

7/10/2018 9:29 AM

268

The lakes area and strong schools are real pluses.

7/9/2018 1:24 PM

269

Brainerd is in the middle of anything from schools to off road riding fishing golfing resort work. The
things to do within a 40 mile radius are incredable.

7/7/2018 1:35 PM

270

We are staying in the area because of the school district. There are lots of options for students.
The teachers and staff are great. We like the neighborhood we live in. We feel safe

7/6/2018 6:18 PM

271

It is very pretty here. Great setting great opportunities to recreate and it has lots and lots of
available jobs.

7/5/2018 3:09 PM

272

i didnt pick any because there is none

7/4/2018 3:22 PM

273

Our lakes are our best assets, our schools have reasonably good budgets and crime is minimal in
my opinion.

7/4/2018 10:55 AM

274

The only 3 to pick from!

7/3/2018 9:56 PM

275

Brainerd has a decent accessibility to everything; however, for some reason we haven’t been able
to attract big box stores to come to our city. Everything seems to develop around Baxter which
allows taxes to remain lower for resudents which is more attractive to home buyers. It is important
to encourage a few BIC stores to want to call Brainerd “home.”

7/3/2018 9:09 PM

276

Brainerd is a beautiful area that offers things like the Paul Bunyan Trail and Kiwanis Park and yet
continues to grow with the addition of new stores and restaurants, which in turn brings more jobs.

7/3/2018 7:54 PM

277

people come here to get away from the big city stop trying to change everything to make it like
what they left

7/3/2018 7:38 PM

278

People who do not drive can either take the city bus or taxi. I have heard the taxi price can be high.
There are a wide variety of available jobs. There are also employment agencies to help people
find a job. City government provides a range of services to the public. I would like to see more
available to the homeless.

7/3/2018 6:58 PM

279

I think that the Brainerd school district has done wonders with opportunities for their students and
access to technologies and unique classes. Reasonable traffic and commute time might not be on
eberyone’s list, but growing up in the twin cities and having lived in California, the “traffic” is
wonderful around here! Good quality health care has always been something I’ve been very
impressed with in this area as well - the Essentia Health clinics have outstanding staff and have
invested in maintaining quality medical devices and equiptment.

7/3/2018 5:20 PM

280

Being surrounded by trees, lakes, and rivers is definitely a draw to living in the Brainerd Lakes
Area. Recreation with the parks, trails and beaches is a fun and free activity for families. We live
close to Gregory Park and would love to see the city support, financially, the splash pad.
Affordable housing in relation to other areas in the state.

7/3/2018 4:18 PM

281

schools - Love my neighborhood school. No bussing needed, no daily brain drain for the kids.
traffic/commute - I can get anywhere I need to go in a few minutes of driving. safe
neighborhoods/streets - Everything could be better, but I like my neighborhood.

7/3/2018 4:18 PM

282

light traffic, great parks and sits in the center of great natural settings

7/3/2018 4:17 PM

283

Brainerd has a lot of natural environment opportunities within city limits

7/3/2018 12:25 PM
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284

Natural environment and the setting of Brainerd makes it a beautiful place to live and grow up.
recreational opportunities help retain young people and keep the community active. Employment is
plentiful and good paying.
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Q13 What attracted you to Brainerd?
Answered: 350

Skipped: 283
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ANSWER CHOICES
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Career opportunity

31.71%

Geographic location

8.00%

28

Safe community

0.29%

1

Affordable housing

2.86%

10

Higher education

3.14%

11

Closer to family

17.71%

62

Originally from the area

31.14%

109

Vacationed here

5.14%

111

18

TOTAL

350

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

my parents moved there

9/17/2018 9:15 AM

2

wanted to eventually start a tourism-driven business.

9/16/2018 10:29 PM

3

Originally from here, have been unable to move

9/16/2018 9:55 PM

4

We both are up here, moved out west to UT and CO. We love the west, but Brainerd has our
families and we chose to start our own family here despite the frigid winters.

9/16/2018 9:43 PM

5

We transferred here for because of work

9/16/2018 8:41 PM
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6

lived in the brainerd area since birth mother lived here all her life til she passed away and
grandfather lived north of brainerd since the 1900

9/16/2018 6:25 PM

7

Followed husband's career opportunity.

9/16/2018 12:09 PM

8

N/A

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

9

My significant other was offered a job up here. So we moved from the cities to Brainerd

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

10

good place to raise a family - proximety to twin cities metro

9/16/2018 9:12 AM

11

Grew up here

9/16/2018 8:57 AM

12

I was born and raised here. I don't necessarily like all the changes over the years, though.

9/15/2018 11:24 AM

13

Grew uphere

9/15/2018 11:10 AM

14

worked at state hospital, which closed and Brainerd lost alot of good job.

9/14/2018 9:24 AM

15

graduated from Brainerd, continued on to Technical College here, then married, family, job...

9/13/2018 12:43 PM

16

I took a professional position in Brainerd but live in the Pequot Lakes area. I would rather travel
than move.

9/13/2018 11:55 AM

17

Initially higher education, then later it was a career opportunity.

9/13/2018 11:52 AM

18

Career opportunity without the crazy commute of the cities

9/13/2018 3:04 AM

19

I had no choice family moved here

9/12/2018 2:52 PM

20

And closer to my family.

9/12/2018 1:25 PM

21

I don't live in Brainerd.

9/6/2018 1:24 PM

22

Sorry, I don't live in Brainerd

8/31/2018 11:48 AM

23

Brainerd is in the region my company services.

8/30/2018 2:09 PM

24

The counsiling I was able to recieve from the Battered Women's Shelter

8/28/2018 10:05 AM

25

Born and raised here

8/24/2018 10:38 AM

26

Job moved here

8/24/2018 8:11 AM

27

MOVED FOR A RELATIONSHIP

8/23/2018 11:20 AM

28

Spouses career

8/23/2018 9:20 AM

29

friend

8/23/2018 8:06 AM

30

Had a cabin nearby and moved up here and started a business in 1999.

8/23/2018 7:02 AM

31

Was a child when I moved

8/22/2018 12:28 AM

32

Job transfer

8/21/2018 3:25 PM

33

Moved here for school, finished my Bachelors here, then stayed.

8/2/2018 5:15 PM

34

I work in Brainerd as a function of the geographic area that I cover for my position.

7/30/2018 12:06 PM

35

In laws lived here, but I had in college and wanted to return.

7/24/2018 11:54 AM

36

My spouse was transferred here by the company he worked for.

7/22/2018 7:40 PM

37

recreational opportunities

7/21/2018 8:01 AM

38

Grew up here

7/20/2018 3:27 PM

39

I was born here

7/20/2018 2:00 PM

40

Closer to family, job w/day hours; more conducive for daycare. Moved to Brainerd because of
reasonable priced, historic housing.

7/20/2018 1:31 PM

41

Job transfer for a family memeber

7/17/2018 10:39 AM

42

Born here, never left:)

7/15/2018 9:46 AM

43

I grew up part time in Deerwood and in St. Paul. When my family started looking to buy a house
Brainerd was my first choice, no longer wanted to live in the cities.

7/14/2018 9:52 PM
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44

Other - N/A

7/12/2018 4:00 PM

45

I was born and raised here.

7/12/2018 1:56 PM

46

I was born here and did not have the means to leave. The lottery of birth screwed me. Believe me,
I'm gone as soon as I get the means.

7/11/2018 10:28 PM

47

Boyfriend from here

7/11/2018 1:16 PM

48

My fiancé lived here and I used to vacation here

7/11/2018 12:20 PM

49

Grew up in Brainerd

7/11/2018 12:14 PM

50

College

7/11/2018 1:09 AM

51

I live here all my life, and sadly I can’t afford to ever leave!

7/11/2018 1:08 AM

52

We just was moving and this just where we end up

7/10/2018 11:32 PM

53

Activities for 20 year olds

7/10/2018 11:06 PM

54

I was born amd raised here

7/10/2018 4:37 PM

55

Job moved us here

7/6/2018 6:18 PM

56

i was born here, and unfortunately, i cant afford to move because i cant find a decent paying job

7/4/2018 3:22 PM

57

I like the small town feeling but the taxes are creeping up to exceed other cities higher priced
homes. It’s intriguing to view other communities and higher priced homes with less taxes. Evens
out over the years.

7/3/2018 9:09 PM

58

My husband was living here when we started dating. He was drawn to the many lakes for bass
fishing and loved that he was closer to "up north" areas like Ely and the North Shore.

7/3/2018 4:18 PM
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Q14 On a scale of 0-10 how likely are you to recommend Brainerd as a
place to live to a friend or colleague?
Answered: 388
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Total Respondents: 388
#

DATE

1

50

9/17/2018 7:02 PM

2

86

9/17/2018 3:47 PM

3

75

9/17/2018 3:04 PM

4

0

9/17/2018 11:29 AM

5

98

9/17/2018 11:28 AM

6

99

9/17/2018 11:11 AM

7

73

9/17/2018 10:32 AM

8

83

9/17/2018 9:15 AM

9

25

9/17/2018 8:21 AM

10

69

9/17/2018 8:12 AM

11

0

9/17/2018 8:10 AM

12

95

9/17/2018 7:57 AM

13

67

9/17/2018 4:34 AM

14

74

9/16/2018 11:55 PM

15

83

9/16/2018 11:34 PM

16

28

9/16/2018 11:19 PM

17

42

9/16/2018 11:09 PM

18

50

9/16/2018 10:32 PM

19

57

9/16/2018 10:29 PM

20

52

9/16/2018 10:17 PM

21

50

9/16/2018 9:58 PM
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22

49

9/16/2018 9:55 PM

23

82

9/16/2018 9:51 PM

24

66

9/16/2018 9:43 PM

25

74

9/16/2018 9:19 PM

26

57

9/16/2018 9:07 PM

27

51

9/16/2018 8:41 PM

28

7

9/16/2018 8:24 PM

29

23

9/16/2018 8:21 PM

30

50

9/16/2018 7:52 PM

31

73

9/16/2018 7:39 PM

32

51

9/16/2018 6:25 PM

33

72

9/16/2018 6:07 PM

34

65

9/16/2018 5:35 PM

35

83

9/16/2018 5:30 PM

36

65

9/16/2018 5:05 PM

37

75

9/16/2018 4:59 PM

38

62

9/16/2018 4:35 PM

39

0

9/16/2018 4:06 PM

40

49

9/16/2018 3:34 PM

41

73

9/16/2018 3:02 PM

42

30

9/16/2018 2:59 PM

43

59

9/16/2018 2:45 PM

44

0

9/16/2018 2:10 PM

45

67

9/16/2018 1:44 PM

46

85

9/16/2018 1:40 PM

47

72

9/16/2018 1:11 PM

48

100

9/16/2018 12:55 PM

49

96

9/16/2018 12:36 PM

50

97

9/16/2018 12:09 PM

51

0

9/16/2018 11:58 AM

52

94

9/16/2018 11:57 AM

53

89

9/16/2018 11:51 AM

54

71

9/16/2018 11:35 AM

55

60

9/16/2018 11:17 AM

56

99

9/16/2018 10:53 AM

57

35

9/16/2018 10:42 AM

58

73

9/16/2018 10:28 AM

59

74

9/16/2018 10:26 AM

60

32

9/16/2018 10:21 AM

61

6

9/16/2018 10:16 AM

62

73

9/16/2018 10:07 AM
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63

0

9/16/2018 10:05 AM

64

74

9/16/2018 10:02 AM

65

92

9/16/2018 9:56 AM

66

47

9/16/2018 9:47 AM

67

17

9/16/2018 9:45 AM

68

100

9/16/2018 9:36 AM

69

1

9/16/2018 9:27 AM

70

52

9/16/2018 9:25 AM

71

77

9/16/2018 9:21 AM

72

63

9/16/2018 9:21 AM

73

62

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

74

39

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

75

25

9/16/2018 9:16 AM

76

69

9/16/2018 9:12 AM

77

55

9/16/2018 9:03 AM

78

48

9/16/2018 8:58 AM

79

18

9/16/2018 8:57 AM

80

46

9/16/2018 8:45 AM

81

50

9/16/2018 8:42 AM

82

68

9/16/2018 8:35 AM

83

54

9/16/2018 8:25 AM

84

65

9/16/2018 8:06 AM

85

16

9/16/2018 7:51 AM

86

43

9/15/2018 7:42 PM

87

45

9/15/2018 2:23 PM

88

85

9/15/2018 2:20 PM

89

81

9/15/2018 11:24 AM

90

61

9/15/2018 11:10 AM

91

94

9/14/2018 4:16 PM

92

50

9/14/2018 1:38 PM

93

81

9/14/2018 11:59 AM

94

10

9/14/2018 9:24 AM

95

70

9/14/2018 8:13 AM

96

71

9/13/2018 4:36 PM

97

47

9/13/2018 4:01 PM

98

28

9/13/2018 3:14 PM

99

73

9/13/2018 2:48 PM

100

73

9/13/2018 2:23 PM

101

63

9/13/2018 2:04 PM

102

82

9/13/2018 1:37 PM

103

75

9/13/2018 1:02 PM
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104

77

9/13/2018 12:58 PM

105

34

9/13/2018 12:43 PM

106

50

9/13/2018 12:17 PM

107

95

9/13/2018 12:15 PM

108

82

9/13/2018 12:12 PM

109

49

9/13/2018 12:08 PM

110

81

9/13/2018 12:04 PM

111

1

9/13/2018 11:55 AM

112

83

9/13/2018 11:52 AM

113

1

9/13/2018 11:41 AM

114

46

9/13/2018 11:39 AM

115

50

9/13/2018 11:34 AM

116

75

9/13/2018 11:32 AM

117

81

9/13/2018 11:29 AM

118

75

9/13/2018 11:15 AM

119

82

9/13/2018 7:54 AM

120

72

9/13/2018 3:04 AM

121

82

9/12/2018 11:32 PM

122

51

9/12/2018 7:55 PM

123

56

9/12/2018 6:57 PM

124

66

9/12/2018 6:55 PM

125

48

9/12/2018 6:06 PM

126

49

9/12/2018 4:01 PM

127

29

9/12/2018 3:58 PM

128

50

9/12/2018 3:24 PM

129

23

9/12/2018 2:52 PM

130

71

9/12/2018 2:04 PM

131

47

9/12/2018 2:02 PM

132

82

9/12/2018 1:25 PM

133

78

9/12/2018 9:51 AM

134

67

9/12/2018 5:52 AM

135

65

9/11/2018 10:53 PM

136

93

9/11/2018 8:32 PM

137

57

9/11/2018 2:55 PM

138

60

9/11/2018 10:57 AM

139

37

9/7/2018 5:24 PM

140

49

9/7/2018 3:19 PM

141

97

9/7/2018 9:30 AM

142

50

9/6/2018 1:24 PM

143

34

9/5/2018 11:57 AM

144

78

9/5/2018 9:06 AM
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145

86

9/5/2018 7:47 AM

146

52

9/4/2018 2:37 PM

147

15

9/4/2018 12:11 PM

148

68

9/4/2018 11:39 AM

149

94

9/4/2018 11:21 AM

150

57

9/4/2018 11:21 AM

151

77

9/4/2018 10:29 AM

152

83

9/2/2018 9:59 PM

153

74

9/1/2018 12:55 PM

154

61

8/31/2018 2:35 PM

155

77

8/31/2018 11:48 AM

156

53

8/31/2018 11:35 AM

157

100

8/31/2018 9:05 AM

158

66

8/30/2018 7:19 PM

159

61

8/30/2018 6:10 PM

160

51

8/30/2018 5:14 PM

161

66

8/30/2018 2:09 PM

162

68

8/29/2018 2:16 PM

163

51

8/29/2018 10:52 AM

164

50

8/29/2018 10:34 AM

165

98

8/29/2018 7:45 AM

166

59

8/28/2018 2:50 PM

167

83

8/28/2018 12:22 PM

168

25

8/28/2018 12:00 PM

169

81

8/28/2018 10:05 AM

170

56

8/27/2018 3:20 PM

171

64

8/27/2018 2:18 PM

172

54

8/27/2018 12:14 PM

173

77

8/27/2018 11:33 AM

174

29

8/27/2018 8:41 AM

175

100

8/27/2018 7:33 AM

176

37

8/26/2018 3:59 PM

177

58

8/25/2018 5:59 PM

178

84

8/24/2018 9:31 PM

179

68

8/24/2018 8:46 PM

180

95

8/24/2018 2:40 PM

181

75

8/24/2018 1:31 PM

182

96

8/24/2018 1:13 PM

183

100

8/24/2018 12:51 PM

184

0

8/24/2018 12:04 PM

185

74

8/24/2018 10:49 AM
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186

83

8/24/2018 10:38 AM

187

66

8/24/2018 10:23 AM

188

78

8/24/2018 10:03 AM

189

86

8/24/2018 9:05 AM

190

70

8/24/2018 8:40 AM

191

82

8/24/2018 8:32 AM

192

50

8/24/2018 8:27 AM

193

46

8/24/2018 8:11 AM

194

60

8/24/2018 7:40 AM

195

21

8/24/2018 5:04 AM

196

97

8/23/2018 9:47 PM

197

96

8/23/2018 2:42 PM

198

79

8/23/2018 2:40 PM

199

74

8/23/2018 12:02 PM

200

74

8/23/2018 11:20 AM

201

91

8/23/2018 11:00 AM

202

29

8/23/2018 9:20 AM

203

97

8/23/2018 8:47 AM

204

75

8/23/2018 8:47 AM

205

60

8/23/2018 8:31 AM

206

72

8/23/2018 8:23 AM

207

50

8/23/2018 8:16 AM

208

91

8/23/2018 8:06 AM

209

1

8/23/2018 7:54 AM

210

72

8/23/2018 7:39 AM

211

49

8/23/2018 7:39 AM

212

68

8/23/2018 7:05 AM

213

59

8/23/2018 7:02 AM

214

50

8/23/2018 12:44 AM

215

65

8/22/2018 9:21 PM

216

55

8/22/2018 9:16 PM

217

53

8/22/2018 9:43 AM

218

99

8/22/2018 9:12 AM

219

6

8/22/2018 12:28 AM

220

38

8/21/2018 10:07 PM

221

30

8/21/2018 5:04 PM

222

86

8/21/2018 4:13 PM

223

73

8/21/2018 3:25 PM

224

74

8/21/2018 3:15 PM

225

76

8/21/2018 2:11 PM

226

62

8/21/2018 1:38 PM
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227

71

8/21/2018 1:34 PM

228

0

8/21/2018 11:52 AM

229

34

8/21/2018 11:50 AM

230

50

8/21/2018 11:17 AM

231

29

8/21/2018 10:38 AM

232

33

8/21/2018 9:48 AM

233

65

8/21/2018 9:41 AM

234

16

8/21/2018 9:34 AM

235

18

8/20/2018 9:27 PM

236

66

8/17/2018 9:44 PM

237

67

8/17/2018 5:43 PM

238

50

8/16/2018 5:11 PM

239

51

8/16/2018 2:18 PM

240

66

8/16/2018 12:24 AM

241

50

8/15/2018 11:20 AM

242

81

8/14/2018 7:51 PM

243

4

8/14/2018 2:48 AM

244

58

8/14/2018 1:05 AM

245

87

8/13/2018 8:36 PM

246

40

8/13/2018 6:49 PM

247

53

8/13/2018 3:37 PM

248

54

8/13/2018 3:11 PM

249

86

8/13/2018 1:49 PM

250

57

8/12/2018 8:06 PM

251

24

8/4/2018 9:21 PM

252

59

8/2/2018 5:15 PM

253

50

8/2/2018 4:02 PM

254

90

8/2/2018 10:42 AM

255

58

8/1/2018 3:53 PM

256

41

8/1/2018 2:10 PM

257

72

7/31/2018 3:47 PM

258

12

7/30/2018 5:20 PM

259

21

7/30/2018 4:11 PM

260

71

7/30/2018 12:06 PM

261

27

7/30/2018 12:01 PM

262

67

7/30/2018 11:51 AM

263

73

7/30/2018 10:48 AM

264

24

7/30/2018 9:09 AM

265

58

7/28/2018 4:25 PM

266

73

7/27/2018 8:41 AM

267

81

7/25/2018 9:52 PM
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268

73

7/25/2018 2:32 PM

269

70

7/24/2018 7:29 PM

270

67

7/24/2018 6:28 PM

271

48

7/24/2018 3:04 PM

272

75

7/24/2018 11:54 AM

273

75

7/24/2018 10:42 AM

274

93

7/23/2018 8:23 PM

275

51

7/23/2018 7:53 PM

276

88

7/23/2018 9:19 AM

277

90

7/22/2018 7:40 PM

278

100

7/22/2018 9:44 AM

279

96

7/21/2018 9:47 AM

280

85

7/21/2018 9:39 AM

281

65

7/21/2018 8:01 AM

282

23

7/21/2018 6:41 AM

283

69

7/20/2018 8:58 PM

284

62

7/20/2018 8:31 PM

285

22

7/20/2018 8:07 PM

286

50

7/20/2018 6:37 PM

287

38

7/20/2018 5:48 PM

288

50

7/20/2018 4:39 PM

289

97

7/20/2018 4:35 PM

290

52

7/20/2018 4:23 PM

291

40

7/20/2018 3:27 PM

292

69

7/20/2018 2:41 PM

293

50

7/20/2018 2:28 PM

294

1

7/20/2018 2:00 PM

295

78

7/20/2018 1:31 PM

296

65

7/20/2018 1:29 PM

297

67

7/20/2018 1:19 PM

298

82

7/20/2018 1:16 PM

299

73

7/20/2018 12:49 PM

300

6

7/20/2018 12:40 PM

301

41

7/20/2018 12:39 PM

302

68

7/20/2018 12:22 PM

303

97

7/20/2018 12:17 PM

304

100

7/20/2018 10:54 AM

305

100

7/18/2018 11:50 AM

306

15

7/17/2018 10:39 AM

307

68

7/16/2018 11:23 PM

308

51

7/16/2018 11:54 AM
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309

88

7/16/2018 11:30 AM

310

63

7/15/2018 7:06 PM

311

82

7/15/2018 9:46 AM

312

82

7/14/2018 9:52 PM

313

68

7/13/2018 2:15 PM

314

67

7/13/2018 8:27 AM

315

5

7/13/2018 7:28 AM

316

72

7/12/2018 10:02 PM

317

54

7/12/2018 7:07 PM

318

51

7/12/2018 4:00 PM

319

66

7/12/2018 3:48 PM

320

35

7/12/2018 3:35 PM

321

50

7/12/2018 2:41 PM

322

11

7/12/2018 1:56 PM

323

78

7/12/2018 12:21 PM

324

58

7/12/2018 11:57 AM

325

37

7/12/2018 9:51 AM

326

0

7/11/2018 10:28 PM

327

74

7/11/2018 1:51 PM

328

22

7/11/2018 1:16 PM

329

52

7/11/2018 12:20 PM

330

75

7/11/2018 12:20 PM

331

66

7/11/2018 12:14 PM

332

86

7/11/2018 12:02 PM

333

62

7/11/2018 10:27 AM

334

36

7/11/2018 10:26 AM

335

46

7/11/2018 10:17 AM

336

0

7/11/2018 10:09 AM

337

52

7/11/2018 9:08 AM

338

0

7/11/2018 6:41 AM

339

20

7/11/2018 3:38 AM

340

77

7/11/2018 2:55 AM

341

53

7/11/2018 1:22 AM

342

62

7/11/2018 1:09 AM

343

4

7/11/2018 1:08 AM

344

49

7/11/2018 12:43 AM

345

67

7/11/2018 12:39 AM

346

28

7/11/2018 12:38 AM

347

82

7/11/2018 12:31 AM

348

84

7/11/2018 12:29 AM

349

18

7/11/2018 12:27 AM
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350

0

7/11/2018 12:26 AM

351

91

7/11/2018 12:19 AM

352

68

7/10/2018 11:46 PM

353

61

7/10/2018 11:32 PM

354

55

7/10/2018 11:25 PM

355

22

7/10/2018 11:09 PM

356

100

7/10/2018 11:08 PM

357

56

7/10/2018 11:06 PM

358

76

7/10/2018 8:10 PM

359

92

7/10/2018 8:00 PM

360

68

7/10/2018 6:57 PM

361

14

7/10/2018 4:37 PM

362

70

7/10/2018 2:02 PM

363

81

7/10/2018 1:26 PM

364

77

7/10/2018 12:11 PM

365

98

7/10/2018 12:07 PM

366

76

7/10/2018 10:56 AM

367

92

7/10/2018 9:29 AM

368

51

7/9/2018 1:24 PM

369

40

7/7/2018 1:35 PM

370

68

7/6/2018 6:31 PM

371

91

7/6/2018 6:18 PM

372

56

7/5/2018 3:09 PM

373

0

7/4/2018 3:22 PM

374

69

7/4/2018 10:55 AM

375

29

7/4/2018 12:04 AM

376

0

7/3/2018 9:56 PM

377

56

7/3/2018 9:09 PM

378

100

7/3/2018 7:54 PM

379

48

7/3/2018 7:38 PM

380

49

7/3/2018 7:26 PM

381

58

7/3/2018 6:58 PM

382

53

7/3/2018 5:20 PM

383

30

7/3/2018 4:18 PM

384

73

7/3/2018 4:18 PM

385

25

7/3/2018 4:17 PM

386

81

7/3/2018 12:25 PM

387

52

7/3/2018 8:59 AM

388

8

7/3/2018 8:34 AM
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Q15 What do you see as a current opportunity for Brainerd?
Answered: 332

Skipped: 301

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Inviting companies to move or expand to your area

9/17/2018 3:47 PM

2

Build on rich history

9/17/2018 3:04 PM

3

Encourage better paying jobs to move here

9/17/2018 11:29 AM

4

Growth in diversity.

9/17/2018 11:28 AM

5

more jobs better pay blue collar industry

9/17/2018 9:15 AM

6

Build on the historic value. Keep with the River to Rails idea. Keep restoring its old buildings.
Baxter cannot offer that. Build on Brainerd's strengths.

9/17/2018 8:21 AM

7

Brainerd is fraught with opportunity in ways of history and recreational opportunity. Surrounded by
a variety of opportunities to be outside and enjoy time with family, friends or by one's self. It would
be great if Brainerd could develop itself as a social hub and gathering places for such people as
opposed to merely a stopping ground on their way through and a hold-over for those who live here
all year.

9/17/2018 8:12 AM

8

Continue the upgrades downtown until it is a family-friendly area that has unique and useful stores.

9/17/2018 8:10 AM

9

Urgent opportunities are past, should have merged with Baxter when they asked

9/17/2018 7:57 AM

10

Bring in more businesses

9/17/2018 4:34 AM

11

There are many. :)

9/16/2018 11:55 PM

12

Uber! :) And lowering crime in Brainerd proper. It's a real deterrent to live there or want to hang out
there

9/16/2018 11:34 PM

13

I guess I don’t see anything as a current opportunity

9/16/2018 11:19 PM

14

To keep changing things

9/16/2018 11:09 PM

15

to improve our education options, by creating more classrooms with smaller class sizes..

9/16/2018 10:32 PM

16

Downtown and increasing access to the river.

9/16/2018 10:29 PM

17

Focus on education, now K12, next hopefully higher ed.

9/16/2018 10:17 PM

18

The river project if it will draw tourists downtown and increase interest in higher quality businesses
to locate there.

9/16/2018 9:58 PM

19

Modernize

9/16/2018 9:55 PM

20

Besides more job opportunities for young professionals, we do need to utilize our outdoor space
more and update some shops and restaurants downtown. Mississippi Riverfront!

9/16/2018 9:43 PM

21

?

9/16/2018 9:19 PM

22

The opportunity to work virtually means you can live anywhere. When I was working I needed
decent internet, access to commercial airlines, proximity to a metro area. How do you find that
workforce and make Brainerd the destination?

9/16/2018 9:07 PM

23

There is tons of room for Brainerd to grow as a community

9/16/2018 8:41 PM

24

As Brainerd doesn't have a lot to offer vacationers or the community members, I feel as though
anything Brainerd does would be an improvement. Literally, the sky is the limit, as we're flat on the
ground right now.

9/16/2018 8:24 PM

25

Not much. We are looking to move if we cant find affordable housing.

9/16/2018 8:21 PM

26

Focus on getting information out there about what's actually available, because it is not easy to
find information for those wanting to start a business or locate some place.

9/16/2018 7:52 PM
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27

The Mississippi riverbank area is a very important untapped asset for our community. When
people from other countries come to visit Minnesota, they want to see two things: The Mall of
America, and the Mississippi river. We have a world famous river flowing through our community
and have yet to use it to our benefit.

9/16/2018 7:39 PM

28

?????????????? i dont i am just glad i am not just gettting out of school there is no good jobs that
pay good here in brainerd

9/16/2018 6:25 PM

29

Brainerd needs to focus on downtown.

9/16/2018 6:07 PM

30

Invest more in the riverfront

9/16/2018 5:35 PM

31

Large business can come here.

9/16/2018 5:05 PM

32

growth in industry

9/16/2018 4:35 PM

33

make it an attractive place for younger people (right out of college) to live, rather than how most
want to stay in a larger city like Minneapolis

9/16/2018 3:34 PM

34

We have no where to go but up.

9/16/2018 2:59 PM

35

Restoring downtown!

9/16/2018 2:45 PM

36

Downtown has beautiful infrastructure if we take advantage of it.

9/16/2018 2:10 PM

37

Retail growth and our door recreation opportunities

9/16/2018 1:11 PM

38

Idk

9/16/2018 12:55 PM

39

Tourism based on a beautiful historic town

9/16/2018 12:36 PM

40

Don't know, but this survey is a good start.

9/16/2018 12:09 PM

41

Now is the time to turn things around!

9/16/2018 11:58 AM

42

I do not know BRDs financial situation so I cannot identify CURRENT opportunities. But, BRD is
very fortunate to be located in the vacation lakes area. Vacationers, sports people and nature
lovers come up for the lakes and activities, and BRD just happens to be nearby when they visit.
So, business happens. BUT BRD does not do enough to attract people into the town because it
does not have the ability to compete with Baxter for retail needs, the lakes for dining, and the area
nature areas for sports.

9/16/2018 11:57 AM

43

education at all levels, recreation, beauty, arts and culture

9/16/2018 11:51 AM

44

.

9/16/2018 11:35 AM

45

Expand retail in downtown.

9/16/2018 11:17 AM

46

The lakes and vacation opportunities

9/16/2018 10:53 AM

47

Developing liveable wage employment oppotunities

9/16/2018 10:42 AM

48

?

9/16/2018 10:28 AM

49

To optimize downtown and Mississippi River options

9/16/2018 10:26 AM

50

Development of the River.

9/16/2018 10:21 AM

51

Brainerd is the beginning of the northern part of minnesota. We are the gate to the lakes, the trees
and great recreation. We should utilize that better to create more incentive for people to visit and
live here

9/16/2018 10:16 AM

52

The performing arts center will bring a lot of economic activity to the region.

9/16/2018 10:07 AM

53

Not much

9/16/2018 10:05 AM

54

We have all these old buildings and nothing to use them for

9/16/2018 10:02 AM

55

Making a splash pond

9/16/2018 9:56 AM

56

Mississippi River! Biking paths with mini stopping areas to fix bikes, canoe on river, eat over
looking the river. Listen and wTch artists making things and music! We have lots of talented artists!
Artists rebuild communities, read the research on this.

9/16/2018 9:45 AM

57

Make it a safer place to live. Way too much crime for a town this size.

9/16/2018 9:27 AM
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58

None, as long as they don’t use resources to attract and keep high producing
companies/employers!

9/16/2018 9:25 AM

59

We have a great opportunity to improve our industry using natural resources

9/16/2018 9:21 AM

60

River to Rails. Mississippi River Walk. Renovation of downtown. Development of NP Center. Local
businesses, not big box stores. Reasonable housing, walkable sidewalks.

9/16/2018 9:21 AM

61

See previous comments

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

62

Brainerd needs to bring in new businesses. That is the only way we are going to expand this city

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

63

A current opportunity? We have many. We have the resources to make our schools better and
invest more into our housing situations but we are really failing on the latter.

9/16/2018 9:16 AM

64

downtown rejuvenation

9/16/2018 9:12 AM

65

Infrastructure improvements that are ungoing should lead to greater growth and attract more
businesses.

9/16/2018 9:03 AM

66

The splash pad that has been talked about.

9/16/2018 8:58 AM

67

Become a regional draw for good jobs, especially for young families. Affordable housing of in city
limits of Brainerd, but housing stock in serious need of upgrading (a la “HGTV”, not flips that
replace the charm of the houses with “upgrades” that ruin the character of the homes.)

9/16/2018 8:45 AM

68

To clean up and rebrand.

9/16/2018 8:42 AM

69

places/spaces that encourage community building

9/16/2018 8:35 AM

70

Need a full service car wash

9/16/2018 8:06 AM

71

Get real employers in there, not some low paying scammy places with limited viability You have
no employment!!

9/16/2018 7:51 AM

72

The lack of investment in Lum Park and the Mississippi River. Clean up Lum Park, restore the
water tower, improve down town and connect it to the river.

9/15/2018 2:23 PM

73

Continue to make downtown more appealing.

9/15/2018 2:20 PM

74

Not sure.

9/15/2018 11:24 AM

75

Creating a fun destination spot combining it’s history with it’s buildings and natural resources

9/15/2018 11:10 AM

76

embrace diversity

9/14/2018 1:38 PM

77

Health Care SJMC and clinics, and CLC

9/14/2018 11:59 AM

78

The river and downtown area. Also, public access to a swimmable beach area.

9/14/2018 8:13 AM

79

make more use of the river with parks, walking/bike paths, outdoor concert area, picnicking,
rest/recreation

9/13/2018 4:36 PM

80

Reinvent downtown

9/13/2018 4:01 PM

81

Leverage resources and recreational opportunities to build sustainable community. Invest in parks,
community activities, and education.

9/13/2018 3:14 PM

82

We need to capitalize on the opportunities that all of the open business space provides.

9/13/2018 2:23 PM

83

I think that the downtown area has a lot of potential, but is not being used efficiently nor properly.

9/13/2018 2:04 PM

84

I always supported the idea of the Mississippi River Walk and improved downtown area. We also
need to save the water tower (despite it large price tag) to maintain history and our sense of
identity. We also need to embrace and capitalize on our growing diversity. Brainerd could have
small town feel with big city amenities.

9/13/2018 1:37 PM

85

To grow as we encourage job growth and drawing student back to where they grew up or
attending college.

9/13/2018 1:02 PM

86

save the water tower, open the river front

9/13/2018 12:58 PM

87

What I've said for more than a decade: Coordinate with the college to make a "City Center" on the
riverside of the college property, including a mall, accommodations, ?entertainment center? and
fine dining--all overlooking the Mississippi River, along with businesses that make use of the river
(ex., kayak rental)

9/13/2018 12:43 PM
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88

Can we get Northstar rail to come our way?

9/13/2018 12:15 PM

89

More / better multi family housing

9/13/2018 12:12 PM

90

The high school and CLC are very interested in turning out graduates who can fill gaps in the local
workforce. Employers in need of skilled labor should be talking to administrators.

9/13/2018 12:08 PM

91

Create jobs that pay well and treat their employees great. Create family spaces, and events. Keep
and create more connections with nature.

9/13/2018 12:04 PM

92

The college. I don't think the city of Brainerd uses or supports the college as much as it could.
Without the college and hospital, what would be left here?

9/13/2018 11:55 AM

93

Expand opportunities for adults to learn a new skill, hobby. Make the splash pad a reality so young
families have an area to connect with other local parents & kids with other kids. Socialization is
needed at places that are not bars.

9/13/2018 11:52 AM

94

More livable wage job opportunities, something besides retail and manufacturing.

9/13/2018 11:41 AM

95

Improving roadways

9/13/2018 11:39 AM

96

Take a leadership role with tribes in the region to explore transportation options Establish a City
Human Rights Commission

9/13/2018 11:34 AM

97

No comment

9/13/2018 11:32 AM

98

Downtown revitalization.

9/13/2018 11:29 AM

99

youth involvement

9/13/2018 7:54 AM

100

Room for business and homes growth

9/13/2018 3:04 AM

101

People want authentic, unique experiences. The history of Brainerd and its location on the
Mississippi provide those opportunities.

9/12/2018 11:32 PM

102

Affordable Senior Living so they don't have to move out of Brainerd and back to the Metro

9/12/2018 6:55 PM

103

Business business business

9/12/2018 6:06 PM

104

Not many opportunities in Brainerd, typically need to travel to surrounding communities.

9/12/2018 4:01 PM

105

To grow the area, and bring beauty and appeal

9/12/2018 3:58 PM

106

lots of new shops coming in and cleaning up of the old buildings

9/12/2018 3:24 PM

107

More polution

9/12/2018 2:52 PM

108

More tourism.

9/12/2018 2:04 PM

109

Restoring Historic downtown

9/12/2018 2:02 PM

110

Revitalize downtown....you're rebuilding south sixth street a central hub/street within downtown.
Bring in businesses that will help support your goals and help us as citizens our downtown like it
should be.

9/12/2018 1:25 PM

111

Somehow make Brainerd a safer community (I know-easy to say but hard to do).

9/12/2018 5:52 AM

112

History

9/11/2018 8:32 PM

113

create some viable neighborhoods

9/11/2018 2:55 PM

114

INvest in the downtown.

9/11/2018 10:57 AM

115

Continue to expand the investment in downtown and bring to life a Riverwalk.

9/7/2018 5:24 PM

116

To use our great natural resources and good schools as an attractive tool to bring in businesses
that will provide good, full-time-with-benefits, year-round jobs.

9/7/2018 3:19 PM

117

Scheduled public transportation, a bus, trolley, or train just from one side of Brainerd into Baxter
and back.

9/7/2018 9:30 AM

118

The downtown restoration and riverfront development.

9/6/2018 1:24 PM

119

Develop the riverfront encourage businesses other than bars to open downtown

9/5/2018 11:57 AM

120

Legislate a downtown revitalization, will need to get our state senators on the job.

9/5/2018 9:06 AM

121

keep the downtown moving in a positive direction, connect the river to downtown

9/5/2018 7:47 AM
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122

Downtown enhancement and River walk/park

9/4/2018 11:39 AM

123

River access.

9/4/2018 11:21 AM

124

Downtown revival. River to Rails New School Bonding passing.

9/4/2018 11:21 AM

125

Availability of professional positions especially in regards to two-income families.

9/4/2018 10:29 AM

126

?

9/1/2018 12:55 PM

127

historical sites

8/31/2018 2:35 PM

128

developing the NP Center in to a regional destination/draw

8/31/2018 11:48 AM

129

Downtown

8/31/2018 11:35 AM

130

All the river to rail development is a great chance for Brainerd to refresh and update itself.

8/31/2018 9:05 AM

131

Arts and culture center; more focus on higher education - more focus on diversity

8/30/2018 7:19 PM

132

The River to Rails work, the Riverfront opportunity, the ability to make the old railroad property a
destination and the continued upgrading of downtown.

8/30/2018 6:10 PM

133

Brainerd has an opportunity to make sure low income people have access to many services. But
they must stop catering to middle and high income folks only to ignore those who are low income.

8/30/2018 5:14 PM

134

Explore assisted transportation options to low income seniors for non-medical needs Consider the
Uber and Lyfte models as a starting point.

8/30/2018 2:09 PM

135

Industrial growth

8/29/2018 2:16 PM

136

Healthy community

8/29/2018 10:52 AM

137

Resurgence of small businesses

8/29/2018 7:45 AM

138

River to Rails initiative would be a great start

8/28/2018 3:26 PM

139

embrace technology!

8/28/2018 2:50 PM

140

River to Rails! Implement it. Riverfront- start showing some action. NP Center- continue to
develop. Downtown... keep the momentum going.

8/28/2018 12:22 PM

141

A chance to provide opportunity to recreate on or by the Mississippi River.

8/28/2018 12:00 PM

142

Expansion of highway 210 into a 4-lane would be wonderful

8/28/2018 10:05 AM

143

There are opportunities for an active downtown area where residents and visitors would want to
go. Not sure those in charge of developing that area understand what's needed.

8/27/2018 3:20 PM

144

Lot's of lower income jobs. Some areas of great internet speeds. LOVE the beauty of the lakes!

8/27/2018 2:18 PM

145

Lots of entry level jobs.

8/27/2018 12:14 PM

146

continued growth of services and retail

8/27/2018 11:33 AM

147

Opportunity to build river trails and make Brainerd more walkable and bike friendly.

8/27/2018 8:41 AM

148

Merge with Baxter and create a focus on the Brainerd Lakes Area.

8/27/2018 7:33 AM

149

Innovation!

8/26/2018 3:59 PM

150

Again, defining Brainerd as Brainerd Lakes Area... there is an impressive level of collaboration
between business, government, non-profits, etc. Very impressive

8/24/2018 9:31 PM

151

Progressive leadership wanting to create an identity, sense of place, and market its natural
environment as its most critical asset.

8/24/2018 8:46 PM

152

Brainerd has a lot of affordable housing, but it is heavily non-owner occupied. Our challenge is to
encourage homeownership through renovation of housing stock, keeping the cost of housing
affordable for all. Homeownership promotes pride and "care" levels of the entire City to improve.
People tend to treat their own homes and neighborhoods with a lot more care than they do in a
rental environment...it's a vested interest.

8/24/2018 1:13 PM

153

Demonstrating an interest in its history by saving the nearly one hundred year old water tower.

8/24/2018 12:04 PM

154

Recruit employers with higher salary paying jobs.

8/24/2018 10:49 AM

155

Attract high paying businesses to locate here.

8/24/2018 10:38 AM
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156

Utilizing the Mississippi River as a major drawing point for national and international tourism as
well as local recreational and economic benefits.

8/24/2018 10:23 AM

157

revitalizing businesses

8/24/2018 10:03 AM

158

Make downtown a safe and attractive destination site.

8/24/2018 9:05 AM

159

There is an uptick in downtown that I would like to see continue. It could bring in more tourism
dollars.

8/24/2018 8:40 AM

160

Developing a great spot on the river that is connected to the bike trails and offers a fun meeting
spot to have dinner and see friends

8/24/2018 8:32 AM

161

River to Rails has great potential as does the riverfront initiative. Mountain biking is exploding in
Crosby. If Brainerd could transform French Rapids area into a mountain bike trail system that
would attract bikers who are looking for multiple trail systems in close proximity. Similar to the
CAMBA system in NE Wisconsin which has multiple clusters of trail systems.

8/24/2018 8:27 AM

162

Embrace the school referendum with support, updates and turn it into a future glimpse of what
Brainerd could become. Needs to be in the communities eyes during development etc.

8/24/2018 8:11 AM

163

Small business generator. Interesting city vs. the big box strip in Baxter.

8/24/2018 7:40 AM

164

Working to find larger stable businesses to locate here( not just a Walmart or pet store) but a
manufacturing business - one that can employ many people with benefits.

8/23/2018 9:47 PM

165

I recommend Brainerd surrounding area to live not the inner city - a business incubator is a good
opportunity

8/23/2018 2:42 PM

166

widen employment base

8/23/2018 2:40 PM

167

IDK

8/23/2018 12:02 PM

168

We are becoming a medical hub.

8/23/2018 11:00 AM

169

Try to get more tech companies to locate to help with jobs

8/23/2018 9:20 AM

170

Highlight and marketing of the positive aspects of this community

8/23/2018 8:47 AM

171

Work on driving down the ACEs and building self healing communities.

8/23/2018 8:47 AM

172

I think the Brainerd community wants to see improvements in all areas. I think if you ask for
community involvement or fund raise or possibly go fund me for a need you will see community
support.

8/23/2018 8:23 AM

173

outdoor living

8/23/2018 8:16 AM

174

not sure

8/23/2018 8:06 AM

175

Brainerd needs to find ways to engage their population - those that have or at risk of falling into
unhealthy lifestyles - drugs, alcohol, prostitution, gambling... in healthier activities. The city can not
be ran for the benefit if a few.

8/23/2018 7:54 AM

176

Either the new auditorium - coverts and incoming money

8/23/2018 7:39 AM

177

The outdoors.

8/23/2018 7:02 AM

178

?????

8/23/2018 12:44 AM

179

Mississippi River

8/22/2018 9:21 PM

180

Fit the area up and make it a good area for cabin traffic, for example everyone driving through or
staying near by having nice areas to stop and eat or shop would benefit the community
economically

8/22/2018 9:16 PM

181

Downtown revitalization

8/22/2018 9:43 AM

182

Event center.

8/22/2018 9:12 AM

183

Lakes Area Music Festival

8/22/2018 12:28 AM

184

Downtown

8/21/2018 10:07 PM

185

I'm not sure, but progressive planning for the future

8/21/2018 5:04 PM

186

Restoring historic charm.

8/21/2018 4:13 PM
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187

To keep getting better! To clean up and to provide great opportunities for it's community members.

8/21/2018 3:25 PM

188

New housing development in several areas, recent business development

8/21/2018 3:15 PM

189

Decrease drug use and work on the homeless problem

8/21/2018 2:11 PM

190

New performing arts center to offer cultural opportunities

8/21/2018 1:38 PM

191

More riverfront development

8/21/2018 1:34 PM

192

no comment

8/21/2018 11:52 AM

193

more tourism opportunities. connectivity to baxter and surrounding areas.

8/21/2018 11:50 AM

194

The Mississippi River Walk. If done correctly could make Brainerd another La Crosse Wi. or
Stillwater MN. THAT WOULD BE HUGE!

8/21/2018 11:17 AM

195

to find and bring in a large business to employ our citizens adding some liveable wages

8/21/2018 9:48 AM

196

Decent living for family

8/21/2018 9:41 AM

197

Improve downtown and connection to the NP event space

8/21/2018 9:34 AM

198

Preserving local history and promoting it's artist.

8/20/2018 9:27 PM

199

Make it easier for businesses to want to invest here.

8/17/2018 5:43 PM

200

River

8/16/2018 5:11 PM

201

It needs to allow for growth , life to be breathed back into and LESS BARS

8/16/2018 2:18 PM

202

Help Existing business to expand and find talent

8/16/2018 12:24 AM

203

Take advantage of the uniqueness of Brainerd. We have a great start with the businesses going in
at the NP Center and downtown. Give the tourist population something to come to Brainerd for,
that they won't get in Baxter.

8/15/2018 11:20 AM

204

centrally located between fargo, the cities, and duluth. We should pull more people from those
areas here.

8/14/2018 7:51 PM

205

To develop more ways for the local community to grow together in employment opportunities as
well as the ability for the common folk to get around to different nature areas.

8/14/2018 1:05 AM

206

Reaching the middle class with opportunities and Jobs.

8/13/2018 8:36 PM

207

Needs to be updated

8/13/2018 6:49 PM

208

Creating good retail spaces; shops, restaurants, and a grocery store that can all be walked to.
Close to schools, parks, and a community that is warm and safe.

8/13/2018 3:37 PM

209

Keep expanding the bike/walking trails. These are very popular right now. Also, with the new
auditorium being added to the high school it is a great opportunity for theater and bringing in
shows/acts.

8/13/2018 3:11 PM

210

Brainerd has the opportunity to add affordable housing that can be used both by seniors and
younger generations.

8/13/2018 1:49 PM

211

There is opportunity for new businesses and infrastructure improvement including accessibility and
energy efficiency/renewable improvements

8/4/2018 9:21 PM

212

specialized shops, river walk, kayak rental and incremental stops for short trips along river, and a
community that would benefit from a face lift.

8/2/2018 5:15 PM

213

Growing healthcare and economy-opportunities to grow

8/2/2018 10:42 AM

214

Safe free bus transportation option including hauling bikes

8/1/2018 3:53 PM

215

Riverfront/downtown redevelopment.

8/1/2018 2:10 PM

216

Downtown business that caters to it's history.

7/31/2018 3:47 PM

217

not seeing it

7/30/2018 5:20 PM

113 / 177

IMAGINEbrainerd - Brainerd's Vision for the Future
218

Brainerd has a group of community based services providers, private business and government
entities that come together to solve issues related to homelessness and housing instability. These
people are at the forefront of the issues causing instability within the community. Their expertise
should be utilized in strategic planning endeavors as they are at the forefront of the issues and are
highly devoted individuals to promoting healthy communities.

7/30/2018 12:06 PM

219

Things are really picking up and changing in the political/social movement, I think the City has a
great opportunity to become more new-aged, progressive, like Minneapolis. I think that could
attract a lot of younger people, which I think would be one of the best investments into the city.

7/30/2018 12:01 PM

220

This survey. Listening to people takes time and commitment. Brainerd has it's issues and saving
money by removing street lights is not an idea that those who actually walk the streets of Brainerd
would want. I wish there was a bit more consensus building instead of vote taking.

7/30/2018 11:51 AM

221

Continued promotion of employment opportunities & development of the Riverfront

7/30/2018 10:48 AM

222

East Brainerd business redevelopment (Royal Tire a GREAT example). Work with property
owners and investors to seek out best opportunities.

7/30/2018 9:09 AM

223

The Fine Arts Auditorium.

7/28/2018 4:25 PM

224

The changes downtown and down by the river.

7/27/2018 8:41 AM

225

opportunity to provide businesses to locate or expand in the Brainerd community.

7/25/2018 9:52 PM

226

Potential to develop the riverfront as a public amenity. It will need substantial City of Brainerd
support.

7/25/2018 2:32 PM

227

getting non heard sections of the community heard open minded city government and committee
members

7/24/2018 7:29 PM

228

Lowe population, but still diverse

7/24/2018 6:28 PM

229

not a good place for income but a great place for fun more of a bedroom town work someplace
else but stay for the fun

7/24/2018 3:04 PM

230

River to Rail- all of it. Riverfront, Downtown, NP Center.

7/24/2018 11:54 AM

231

Lots of empty buildings to fill having lost Penney’s and now Herbergers.

7/24/2018 10:42 AM

232

We have an opportunity to remake our town using the river to trails and downtown resurgence to
have a great impact on our economy and attract new businesses and industry.

7/23/2018 8:23 PM

233

1. I have heard the rumors of a new pet food factory coming to town, which is very exciting 2. The
river to rail initiative, with the green space connecting downtown to the NP event center could
make our downtown area one of the most beautiful towns in the midwest

7/23/2018 9:19 AM

234

Continued improvement in the downtown area. The new storefronts on Laurel Street are very
attractive and inviting!

7/22/2018 7:40 PM

235

Development in many areas, river, downtown, and trails.

7/22/2018 9:44 AM

236

River to rails project.

7/21/2018 9:47 AM

237

Business/Education synergy

7/21/2018 9:39 AM

238

winter tourism marketing

7/21/2018 8:01 AM

239

To develop a city council to bring on high wage jobs

7/21/2018 6:41 AM

240

Park and lanscape beautification.

7/20/2018 8:07 PM

241

Focus on beautification (rental property upgrades, infrastructure improvements, street repairs, park
settings with trees and picnic tables, green space downtown and on Washington street. Many
people from out of town have a sense that Brainerd is the place to be. It used to be. The "lakes
area" is the place to be. We can get it back by making things safer and more attractive.

7/20/2018 6:37 PM

242

The city has lots of room for growth/revitalization right now.

7/20/2018 5:48 PM

243

Economic growth attributed to tourism.

7/20/2018 4:39 PM

244

Expanding a focus on the River, on the arts. Also beautification along 210 and working toward
making the downtown more inviting.

7/20/2018 4:35 PM
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245

I think the greatest opportunity rests with the Brainerd Lakes region, the city is dependent on the
growth of Baxter, the highways & the lakes. The retail growth to the West is essential to a vibrant
community. We are one economic community separated be governmental boundaries that donor
serve the our overall all best interest because of historical parochialism.

7/20/2018 4:23 PM

246

My current job

7/20/2018 3:27 PM

247

Bringing in the Children's Museum... to the NP Center!

7/20/2018 2:41 PM

248

There is a sense of possibility. We are doing things. Downtown is in the process of reinvention and
it's working. Mississippi Riverfront project is a test. Are we serious or not? We'll see . . .

7/20/2018 2:28 PM

249

Geographic location

7/20/2018 2:00 PM

250

Improve housing stock. If homes are beyond remodeling & remodeling well, replace with high
quality patio homes. We need housing for the large number of people entering their 4th - 9th or
more decade of living. Small lots in Brainerd would be perfect for this housing.

7/20/2018 1:31 PM

251

Downtown history

7/20/2018 1:29 PM

252

Wake up and leave the isolationism in the past.

7/20/2018 1:19 PM

253

Wide range of available employment opportunities

7/20/2018 1:16 PM

254

To keep the momentum going on all the good things happening in downtown Brainerd - new
businesses, entrepreneur contests, biking trails, road improvements. Finally, in all the years we've
been here, we are seeing excitement in improving the downtown area.

7/20/2018 12:49 PM

255

Na

7/20/2018 12:40 PM

256

Empty buildings should attract small tech businesses away from metro commuting

7/20/2018 12:39 PM

257

Revitalization of historic buildings and downtown

7/20/2018 12:22 PM

258

Revitalization opportunities. A historic downtown. The Mississippi River

7/20/2018 12:17 PM

259

The culture of mountain biking, craft breweries, and attractive recreation plus jobs has helped
cities such as Denver grow immensely in the past 5 years. That culture is emerging in this area
and I think that is a huge opportunity to attract young professionals to the area again. A lot of us
left the area in the past 10 years to pursue careers and lives elsewhere and we are finding our
way back to the area now, or at least wanting to because all of our families never left.

7/20/2018 10:54 AM

260

Affordable housing

7/17/2018 10:39 AM

261

More career opportunities Open up to more goods and services being brought it More restaurants
and less bars

7/16/2018 11:23 PM

262

To build a sense of community regardless of income, limitations, meet the needs and provide
growth for our families living in poverty

7/16/2018 11:54 AM

263

Downtown revitalation

7/15/2018 7:06 PM

264

The fast changing downtown area. There’s so many possibilities!

7/15/2018 9:46 AM

265

The Greenway. To open and clean up this area of town would be amazing! Now you drive through
town and it all scrub and industrial buildings, train tracks. It's a bit of an eye sore. Nothing to draw
you downtown if your not from the area.

7/14/2018 9:52 PM

266

I think we need to clean it up a bit and make it more cutesy. We are a vacation destination. Let's
make Brainerd look more like it.

7/13/2018 2:15 PM

267

growth, changes in downtown

7/13/2018 8:27 AM

268

You need to distinguish between the City of Brainerd and the Brainerd Area. You are going to get
some very mixed results on this survey. I would recommend a 10 to the Brainerd area living but a
1 or 2 to the City of Brainerd living. Brainerd is surviving because of the Brainerd Area. Tap into
the Brainerd Area.

7/13/2018 7:28 AM

269

To stick with the current projects in the works and remake this community, instill some local pride
in our city.

7/12/2018 10:02 PM

270

Open more stores/attractions that are required to hire fulltime.

7/12/2018 4:00 PM

271

Try to revitalize downtown (could get rid of a few bars!). So glad the Blue OX is gone!!

7/12/2018 3:48 PM
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272

Not sure

7/12/2018 3:35 PM

273

Housing, childcare, social services, public transportation.

7/12/2018 2:41 PM

274

What kind of question is this?

7/12/2018 1:56 PM

275

unknown

7/12/2018 12:21 PM

276

get in touch with the actual real diverse population Brainerd has to offer - we need younger people
representing their views and ideas, and those views and ideas actually listened too. There isn't
much diversity on Brainerd city council - lots of antiquated views

7/12/2018 11:57 AM

277

Brainerd has a lot of opportunities to become a great place. A good example is the old paper mill,
we could offer it to a good business like 3M and give them a few year tax break. That way it will
help the community

7/12/2018 9:51 AM

278

You can't sink much lower, unless you follow Crosby. I guess that is your only plus, you're better
than Crosby. Perhaps get back into the tourist business. People don't come to see brainerd any
more. Attract bigger business even if it means following Baxters examples as they have
everything, except mosquitoe control definitely get mosquitoe control

7/11/2018 10:28 PM

279

For landlords to hire people to fix up all there nasty run down places they rent out and think it's a
home.

7/11/2018 1:51 PM

280

Not much due to hardly any job opportunities all year around. Plus too high housing. Slummy

7/11/2018 1:16 PM

281

Give the town a facelift and make it more inviting for families. Lots of areas in Brainerd are run
down. There is a lot of petty crime and drug violations here. That needs to be remedied

7/11/2018 12:20 PM

282

Not sure

7/11/2018 12:20 PM

283

attracting family's

7/11/2018 12:02 PM

284

Improve walking safety and neighborhood connectivity, development of riverfront as public space.

7/11/2018 10:26 AM

285

To develop and bring in new businesses

7/11/2018 10:17 AM

286

All the empty houses and business need the opportunity to be either torn down and rebuilt or re
vamped

7/11/2018 10:09 AM

287

For sure better affordable housing and health care coverage

7/11/2018 8:35 AM

288

Embrace nature. Stop trying to regulate everything. The plans for the Mississippi riverfront are
rediculous. Too much money to destroy nature.

7/11/2018 3:38 AM

289

Downtown businesses

7/11/2018 2:55 AM

290

With the traffic we get through Brainerd in the summer they could open more indoor places that'd
be fun for kids and adultd alike, I feel that our choices are limited to being on the lake, bowling, or
mini golfing most times.

7/11/2018 1:22 AM

291

There's an emphasis on growing downtown with the arts.

7/11/2018 1:09 AM

292

I see a lot of opportunities for Brainerd...open security positions, reserve police units, dropping
taxes! Etc!

7/11/2018 1:08 AM

293

Keep restaurant we have encourage more to come make it easier for walking people

7/11/2018 12:43 AM

294

Our core neighborhoods are ready for positive, incremental investment, both public and private,
and will respond positively to it.

7/11/2018 12:39 AM

295

I think Brainerd has a chance to change the reputation of the town through sprucing up by offering
incentives to local business owners as well as homeowners to clean and put Brainerd first.

7/11/2018 12:38 AM

296

The downtown renewal is a great opportunity. It is bringing more local business. It is cleaning up
the area and making it more family friendly.

7/11/2018 12:31 AM

297

I just wish we had better job/business opportunities with better pay. I think that in itself would
significantly help Brainerd out!

7/11/2018 12:29 AM

298

Honestly nothing. Too many drug users and drug houses

7/11/2018 12:27 AM

299

That parks and rec get a large bump to support events and caretaker

7/11/2018 12:26 AM

300

Sovigners and gift shops for tourists. And better shopping if aloud to build and expand

7/11/2018 12:19 AM
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301

More jobs opening up maybe a big mall like a real mall like St. Cloud would make brainerd boom!

7/10/2018 11:46 PM

302

By getting new stores in Brainerd!! Affordable housing,which people can afford to pay for rent
monthly!! Not these outrageous rentals you have now

7/10/2018 11:32 PM

303

Higher paying jobs

7/10/2018 11:25 PM

304

New businesses. Attract younger people

7/10/2018 11:09 PM

305

Revitalization of downtown area

7/10/2018 11:08 PM

306

Brainerd has an opportunity to defribillate downtown to a wonderful place to hang out. With the
upcoming arts center as a part of the referendum, Brainerd could be the culutural hub of the
region. The right people and GOOD artist have to be apart of that, so this fabulous resource isn’t
wasted on apathetic community members.

7/10/2018 11:06 PM

307

Bringing in better employment opportunities.

7/10/2018 8:10 PM

308

Not much for my skill set.

7/10/2018 6:57 PM

309

Better education, less a smarter city and county government. Local government has been the
problem with brainerd and the county for many years

7/10/2018 4:37 PM

310

Growth. Downtown development.

7/10/2018 2:02 PM

311

Growth in the community

7/10/2018 1:26 PM

312

Keep downtown clean.

7/10/2018 12:11 PM

313

Further development downtown as a destination places and development of the Mississippi River
front and walk ability trails.

7/10/2018 12:07 PM

314

Economic improvement in the areas of manufacturing and industry to help bring additional highpaying jobs into the area. Additionally, affordable housing is getting scarcer with rental rates for
sub-standard housing increasing too rapidly for some families to afford. The outpacing of the
housing market compared to the economic growth is having some pains.

7/10/2018 10:56 AM

315

Developing the riverfront. Interesting quality restaurants.

7/10/2018 9:29 AM

316

Downtown revitalization and riverfront development

7/9/2018 1:24 PM

317

Expanding its brand, finding direction and going with it.

7/7/2018 1:35 PM

318

Summer fun and recreation

7/6/2018 6:18 PM

319

River to rails and the available vacant space downtown. If done correctly there could be a new
face the this town.

7/5/2018 3:09 PM

320

nay

7/4/2018 3:22 PM

321

Airport, public safety, parks

7/3/2018 9:56 PM

322

Stop focusing on the downtown area and let development happen wherever it does. NP center
seems to be doing well yet there is no connection to it. The river property is beautiful yet we don’t
capitalize on it. We should focus one. Couple other projects and stand back and watch it grow. IeNp/roundhouse area, the small lake down by the high school, the industrial park. Opportunities are
there, but we are so focused on pushing the downtown area we ignore the natural flow of things.

7/3/2018 9:09 PM

323

Bring in Dunkin Donuts

7/3/2018 7:54 PM

324

great place to start a new business down town has a lot of options

7/3/2018 7:38 PM

325

A downtown worth going to!

7/3/2018 7:26 PM

326

Safer environment. Better health care and more reasonable.

7/3/2018 6:58 PM

327

The potential the downtown area has for new and exciting businesses, I believe, is one major thing
that will create so many positive outcomes for the city as foot traffic increases and more
businesses see Brainerd as a place to be!

7/3/2018 5:20 PM

328

Revitalizing the downtown area, connecting to the Crosby bike trails, and building a splash pad in
Gregory Park.

7/3/2018 4:18 PM

329

live/work opportunities in our core neighborhoods. Great entrepreneurial opportunities for good
prices.

7/3/2018 4:18 PM
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330

bring in some businesses and employment for the town in order to revive it,,,currently they are
spending money to improve things that generate nothing for the citizens to prosper from

7/3/2018 4:17 PM

331

building upon downtown and recreation opportunities

7/3/2018 12:25 PM

332

River to rails and brining life back into downtown

7/3/2018 8:59 AM
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Q16 When it comes to growth and development, what is Brainerd’s
greatest challenge? (choose 3)
Answered: 388

Skipped: 245

Providing
adequate job...
Supporting a
year-round...
Providing a
suitable ran...
Protecting
scenery and...
Protecting the
city’s...
Rehabilitating
the downtown
Providing
adequate...
Providing
adequate...
Providing
wellness...
Other (please
specify)
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Providing adequate job opportunities

55.67%

216

Supporting a year-round economy

39.69%

154

Providing a suitable range of housing options

48.20%

187

Protecting scenery and natural resources

15.46%

60

Protecting the city’s character

22.42%

87

Rehabilitating the downtown

46.91%

182

Providing adequate utilities and services

7.99%

31

Providing adequate amenities

14.95%

58

Providing wellness opportunities

10.31%

40

Other (please specify)

13.66%

53
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Total Respondents: 388
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Not taking advantage of tax revenue from occasional use properties.

9/17/2018 11:28 AM

2

Perhaps I've missed it, but I personally am unclear as to the direction Brainerd would like to go.

9/17/2018 8:12 AM

3

Specifaclly internet. Charter is awful.

9/16/2018 9:07 PM

4

Living wages for everyone.

9/16/2018 2:59 PM

5

Competing with Baxter, Nisswa, etc.

9/16/2018 11:57 AM

6

Supporting small businesses and identity

9/16/2018 11:17 AM

7

Mississippi River Fun activities!

9/16/2018 9:45 AM

8

Crack down on crime.

9/16/2018 9:27 AM

9

Providing leadership with backbone and good sense.

9/16/2018 9:25 AM

10

The City Council

9/16/2018 8:58 AM

11

roads

9/16/2018 8:06 AM

12

opportunities for youth - take note, it didn't even make your survey!

9/15/2018 7:42 PM

13

I do not want to see Brainerd grow and develop. Then we just become another St. Cloud. I don't
want the population to increase, because that means more traffic and more crowds. We will lose
our "smaller town" personality. This is why I try to avoid Baxter. It feels like St. Cloud, and the
traffic is nuts.

9/15/2018 11:24 AM

14

Getting residents, business owners, and city officials on board working together for a common
goal.

9/15/2018 11:10 AM

15

Creating a welcoming and diverse environment.

9/13/2018 1:37 PM

16

the city's cultural character needs improvement/all-inclusiveness and natural beauty

9/13/2018 12:43 PM

17

Baxter is Brainerd's greatest challenge to overcome.

9/13/2018 11:55 AM

18

Baxter

9/13/2018 9:02 AM

19

?

9/12/2018 2:52 PM

20

You must have jobs to bring great people in, but rehabilitating DT would be a close 2nd

9/12/2018 1:25 PM

21

rentals

9/5/2018 7:47 AM

22

Flexibility, codes and innovative ideas

9/4/2018 11:39 AM

23

Some governmental entities (like county commissioners) who refuse to make funding keep up with
the times. We are losing ground every year the commissioners keep our taxes flat!

8/31/2018 9:05 AM

24

Attracting the people who want to spend time and money in Brainerd, while living in or close to
Brainerd.

8/30/2018 6:10 PM

25

Funding programs to help low income people have a good quality of life.

8/30/2018 5:14 PM

26

Encouraging private investment. Many are too afraid of spending money in Brainerd.

8/29/2018 7:45 AM

27

Lack of quality workforce - we lose top half of every graduating class. Those who stay behind don;t
seem to want to improve their job skills or work for a quality future.

8/28/2018 12:22 PM

28

Skilled workforce (like so many areas in the US - at full employment that is hard to come by)

8/24/2018 9:31 PM

29

Why do we need a downtown? Progressive and newer cities don't have one. Take Baxter, Maple
grove Waite park for example. Retail has gone to the malls. I can see Brainerd downtown being a
great government office location but any retail other than convenience business don't seem to
draw people to the downtown anymore.

8/24/2018 10:38 AM

30

such as bike trails

8/23/2018 2:42 PM

31

Cities of Brainerd and Baxter working together rather then independently

8/23/2018 7:05 AM

32

mostly it is the bloated beaurocracy of local govt and the school district always raising taxes.

8/17/2018 5:43 PM
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33

People should be more friendly when dealing with the public

8/12/2018 8:06 PM

34

too many remnants of state hospital including locked wards, group homes, and separate schooling
(segregated)

8/4/2018 9:21 PM

35

Protecting and improving the City's character, by rehabilitating the downtown area and the
neighborhoods.

7/20/2018 6:37 PM

36

Think regional, my employees drive from Staples & Aitkin. Most do not live in the city.

7/20/2018 4:23 PM

37

Attitude change. Are we an old, run down, poor industrial city or one of reinvention and change?

7/20/2018 2:28 PM

38

Having progressive leadership

7/20/2018 12:40 PM

39

The stability. Brainerd is unstable with no defined plan. Why would I take my multi million dollar
investment to a location with so much risk.

7/13/2018 7:28 AM

40

More and affordable daycares

7/12/2018 4:00 PM

41

Transportation

7/12/2018 1:56 PM

42

All of the above

7/11/2018 10:28 PM

43

Get a place for the homeless in Brainerd

7/11/2018 1:51 PM

44

Housing for vets and homeless

7/11/2018 1:16 PM

45

Letting businesses come into brainerd

7/11/2018 10:17 AM

46

Quit buying stupid things like broken dams.

7/11/2018 3:38 AM

47

Stop trying to become a cheaper version of Baxter, our development codes, the overall financial
instability of the city.

7/11/2018 12:39 AM

48

Protecting it’s citizens

7/10/2018 11:06 PM

49

Improving the cities character

7/10/2018 4:37 PM

50

Parking/transportation

7/10/2018 12:11 PM

51

Improving aging housing in the city.

7/10/2018 9:29 AM

52

tear down the old buildings downtown that we spend ridiculous amounts of money on every year,
and modernize this town, stop building bars, we need SAFE places for the kids to go so theyre not
running the streets

7/4/2018 3:22 PM

53

Education - All the surveys done for the recent vote indicated a preference for smaller schools, but
for some reason that was not considered for the middle and high school levels. Not a fan of the
huge graduating class sizes. Kids are just one more fish in the sea. Will be researching and
considering enrolling in Crosby, Pillager or Pequot instead.

7/4/2018 12:04 AM
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Q17 Tell us about the ones you picked:
Answered: 274

Skipped: 359

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

There is very little in significant economic opportunity for over 50 miles of your city.

9/17/2018 3:47 PM

2

Too many companies have outsourced production overseas to cheaper labor so America and the
Brainerd area have lost a significant amount of blue collar jobs over the past 20 years. We need to
rebuild our blue collar sector by attracting new and innovative companies to the Brainerd area.
This would help to support out year round economy. Many of the resorts are not set up for
accommodating ice fishing guests in the Brainerd area. I think this could be something we work
towards over time to attract more winter tourism. There are a LOT of people that love winter sports.
Let's capitalize on that. We are the great North for a reason. Rehabilitation of downtown is much
needed. It is looking very seedy and rundown. It should be the crown jewel of the town, not the
eyesore.

9/17/2018 3:04 PM

3

The job market here is embarrasing

9/17/2018 11:29 AM

4

For the community to strengthen and grow, issues that contribute to poverty need to be addressed.

9/17/2018 11:28 AM

5

jobs employment industry

9/17/2018 9:15 AM

6

Brainerd has one hotel. ONE. And it isn't the most glamorous. There is a lot of land that can be
redeveloped near downtown for a multi-level hotel/parking ramp. This is needed for people, so
they can actually stay in the area for the Lakes Area Music Festival, Conferences, etc.

9/17/2018 8:21 AM

7

In both the commercial as well as residential rental properties, I see a wide range of quality
control. This is mostly telling of the property owners, but causes me to question the concern for
and value in the greater economy and aesthetic community leaders--civic and business alike--hold
outside their own bottom line.

9/17/2018 8:12 AM

8

Housing is sad here. So many places are run down and need alot of improvement. The thing that
was great about Brainerd was the scenery and "outdoor" feel, but with new construction, especially
along Hwy 371, we have lost that. Downtown Brainerd used to be a great place to walk around
and had such a great variety of stores. Now, no matter what way you look you see a bar, no one
wants to see that. The buildings look so run down from the outside.

9/17/2018 8:10 AM

9

No comment

9/17/2018 7:57 AM

10

I know all too well from previous experience how difficult things get after labor day. Most jobs rely
on the summer vacationers and after they leave, your hours and paychecks go way down. I also
feel that while we do have options for housing, not all are adequate. Some rentals are very poorly
maintained and the rent is often too high. I would love to see downtown flourish and be what it
once was many years ago. I know the city is trying and it has made some major changes. I'd love
to see more places open up. Places besides bars.

9/16/2018 11:55 PM

11

Unless you want to work at places like Hardee's or gas stations, the job opportunities for
professionals are very slim. Downtown is scary with sketchy people and limited retail options.
Baxter has the real draw for any amenities one would want

9/16/2018 11:34 PM

12

We have to good paying jobs - and some sort of industry to sustain a year round strong economy

9/16/2018 11:19 PM

13

We need more of those options

9/16/2018 11:09 PM

14

-

9/16/2018 10:32 PM

15

Pay rate is still considerably lower than what you could make in an urban area, even when
factoring in savings from lower cost-of-living. Event though I know Brainerd is taking steps to
revitalize downtown, seems like more could be done, e.g., applying for grants to rehab historic
buildings; more activities like StreetFest to draw people downtown.

9/16/2018 10:29 PM

16

Development negatively impacts lakes. Housing prices recently have become problematic. Need
more amenities for small children.

9/16/2018 10:17 PM

17

The city is old. The houses are old the business buildings are old. We need an influx of investment
to modernize while maintaining character and improve the draw of consumers.

9/16/2018 9:58 PM
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18

BPU is terrible and the only option in city limits. No competitive wages in the area

9/16/2018 9:55 PM

19

Again, recognizing that there is a wide range of incomes here that we need to please, getting
suitable and safe housing areas for the poor is important. Better communities should in theory
mean that members are more health in general (more access to affordable fitness, more access to
affordable and healthy food). Rehabilitating downtown is a perfect opportunity to redefine what
Brainerd is as a community.

9/16/2018 9:43 PM

20

Must become more year round community while protecting the river and open areas. Do not
blacktop everything

9/16/2018 9:19 PM

21

When I can live anywhere, I want services in a beautiful setting.

9/16/2018 9:07 PM

22

There are tons of open spaces to where we don't have to destroy natural habitat. Or if we do end
up having to remove trees, plant more.

9/16/2018 8:41 PM

23

The job opportunities here are limited, and that would be a great place to start. Growth, while
protecting the natural setting could prove challenging, but only if the city decides to cut corners and
not plant mature trees along boulevards and newly renovated roads. People up here like trees.

9/16/2018 8:24 PM

24

No

9/16/2018 8:21 PM

25

Many of the homes for sale that I see are either multimillion-dollar mansions or holes in the wall.
There is not much available for lower and upper-middle-class.

9/16/2018 7:52 PM

26

Due to the seasonality of many jobs in the area, it is more difficult to find jobs available 12 months
a year. It is important for Brainerd to get back and enhance the 'up north' character that seems to
be heading further up the highway from Brainerd.

9/16/2018 7:39 PM

27

job job jobs that is what we are missing in brainerd

9/16/2018 6:25 PM

28

Rehabilitating downtown is really important will help the Brainerd economy. I will help create jobs
in the area.

9/16/2018 6:07 PM

29

We have a lot of job opportunities but you can buy a house or rent in this area on minimum wage
jobs. Those who work low income jobs for the most part don’t have a way to get to work and/or
have to pay a lot of money to get to work. And like I said we need a community center over then
the YMCA which as a middle class worker I can’t afford to go to.

9/16/2018 5:05 PM

30

get rid of the old and make it safe again

9/16/2018 4:35 PM

31

take care of downtown! far too many bars

9/16/2018 3:34 PM

32

There is no real opportunity for the average person to get a good paying job.

9/16/2018 2:59 PM

33

Job jobs jobs. Year round jobs that will support people shopping locally

9/16/2018 12:36 PM

34

You need to keep Brainerd unique, while providing ways people can continue to live in a stable
lifestyle.

9/16/2018 12:09 PM

35

BRD is the "ugly" area of an otherwise beautiful part of Minnesota. I am sorry....

9/16/2018 11:57 AM

36

without the lovely environment and recreation opportunities, the area would not attract visitors or
new residents. We MUST protect it!

9/16/2018 11:51 AM

37

Big has not proven to be better overall. People should be our most valuable resource. Students,
patients, workers, and customers don't come first.

9/16/2018 11:17 AM

38

Curly pond leaf and other invasive species threaten our lakes. Job opportunities are limited for
those that are capable of earning a high-end salary

9/16/2018 10:53 AM

39

Obviously the town is ugly and needs more shopping

9/16/2018 10:28 AM

40

With the exception of FedEx, most people need to leave Brainerd to work. Public
Transportation.....the public needs to know there are bus stops and a route so they can get places.
I feel like rehabbing downtown is the only focus.

9/16/2018 10:21 AM

41

It would be great if we can get more winter business!

9/16/2018 10:07 AM

42

Downtown is on its way back, but grants would really help out our small business owners

9/16/2018 10:05 AM

43

Where is the money going to come from to rehab all this

9/16/2018 10:02 AM

44

The rent is so high compared to the wages

9/16/2018 9:56 AM
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45

Look at the other river towns and how they are thriving because of the opportunities to play by the
river. Where are the breweries where are the arts? It’s not all about the lakes! You need big
money to do that. We need to gather all kinds of people, the nature and art lovers!

9/16/2018 9:45 AM

46

I believe that they are self explanatory.

9/16/2018 9:27 AM

47

Year round job opportunities make Brainerd a place to live and not just to vacation.

9/16/2018 9:25 AM

48

We need to get a major industry like the paper mill back in town. The downtown area provided a
challenge but a tremendous opportunity

9/16/2018 9:21 AM

49

More than jobs, livable wage jobs. Brainerd does have ISD 181, Essentia Health, Ascensus and
other larger employers.

9/16/2018 9:21 AM

50

Improving the city while not becoming Baxter 2 will be your biggest challenge.

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

51

Brainerd is stuck in the past. This city needs to bring in new businesses and more restauants.

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

52

I have already elaborated on the housing situation. There also is a lot of summer attractions
generated but more needs to be done for the other seasons.

9/16/2018 9:16 AM

53

lack of ability to draw tourists or residents downtown to spend money -

9/16/2018 9:12 AM

54

We need to move beyond tourism as the sole driving force of our community.

9/16/2018 9:03 AM

55

Our city council does not want to have are city grow with new opportunity. If you look at Baxter it
keeps growing

9/16/2018 8:58 AM

56

Downtown has the potential to be charming, but it will take investing in the buildings to bring them
back to their historical charm, and having a vision for infill buildings that fit the historical charm for
all the ugly surface parking. Look to Red Wing and Stillwater for what Brainerd could become, and
take better advantage of Mississippi River. Get permission from property owners with empty weedy
lots along Washington Street to let volunteers plant drought resistant prairie flowers to create a
“city prairie”in Brainerd. Partner regionally to attract high paying jobs; drug problem in Brainerd
won’t resolve until there is a future for people of year round jobs with living wages.

9/16/2018 8:45 AM

57

Every one is talking about all the crime which is hurting the character. Winter is always tougher for
business.

9/16/2018 8:42 AM

58

Job opportunities are available but many people are underemployed- jobs don't offer suitable
hours or a livable wage with benefits, many jobs are seasonal, there is a lack of affordable
housing for low-income and disabled populations

9/16/2018 8:35 AM

59

need to develop alternate routes . concentration on 371 and Washington gets to be a problem

9/16/2018 8:06 AM

60

Obvious

9/16/2018 7:51 AM

61

many more year-round good paying jobs are needed YOUTH NEED OPPORTUNITIES AND
GATHERING PLACES

9/15/2018 7:42 PM

62

Brainerd needs more low income housing for seniors.

9/15/2018 2:20 PM

63

Too much growth and development changes a town's personality. If this area becomes too big,
busy, and crowded, it will lose its appeal and people will want to move to a more rural area to
escape.

9/15/2018 11:24 AM

64

Rehabilitating takes money. The grants before were not used to benefit the cohesiveness in the
town

9/15/2018 11:10 AM

65

adequate, safe and affordable housing is a big issue we should always protect our natural
resources we have lost our sense of character and community and need to find ourselves again

9/14/2018 1:38 PM

66

Would love to see more housing options and wellness type activities that are free or affordable.

9/14/2018 11:59 AM

67

These choices would attract new residents, and enhance Brainerd for current residents.

9/14/2018 8:13 AM

68

More affordable housing options

9/13/2018 4:01 PM

69

Our city's character appears to be undefined and with no direction. We can't keep letting Baxter
take all of the commerce opportunities. We need to find a way to keep the employers we have and
provide better opportunities for those looking to embark on the entrepreneurial journey. Housing is
available, but code violations in many neighborhoods create the perception that Brainerd is run
down and doesn't care. We do. Let's improve!

9/13/2018 2:23 PM
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70

Much of Brainerd's reputation comes from the "drive-thru" on highway 210, which leaves much to
be desired east of the bridge.

9/13/2018 2:04 PM

71

I feel like I've explained this in previous questions.

9/13/2018 1:37 PM

72

Trying to find affordable housing in Brainerd is very tough for many of the college students and
young families.

9/13/2018 1:02 PM

73

We need living wage jobs that support families. We cannot sacrifice our natural resources.
Downtown is a gem.

9/13/2018 12:58 PM

74

I love what Park Rapids has done with their downtown to beautify it

9/13/2018 12:43 PM

75

You need jobs to attract and keep people; not low paid part time seasonal jobs but good jobs with
a good wage (hard to do, I know). You need a vibrant downtown for locals and tourists to gather

9/13/2018 12:17 PM

76

Many apartment buildings are old and run down. Rehab in the downtown area has begun but will
be challenging - maybe provide more parking.

9/13/2018 12:12 PM

77

Too many service sector jobs do not pay a living wage year round, with a shortage of customers in
the winter. Protecting the environment is sometimes not on the minds of those who want to
encourage growth. Again, we need decent affordable housing. Rental regulations and inspections
need to be more stringent.

9/13/2018 12:08 PM

78

Good jobs are a must for the community to thrive. Keep safe streets and natural spaces.
Downtown could be a great "go to" area with the right businesses, parking, and marketing.

9/13/2018 12:04 PM

79

New businesses, new housing, new opportunities seem to be coming to Baxter before choosing to
come to Brainerd.

9/13/2018 11:55 AM

80

Seasonal jobs- $ Housing options are needed for those who do not qualify for low income housing.
There is a gap in affordable options. There are opportunities for wellness opportunities within
Brainerd.

9/13/2018 11:52 AM

81

Utilities are ridiculously high and deposits are very high for the poor. There may be multiple job
opportunities but not everyone like retail or fast food jobs. Housing for needy.

9/13/2018 11:39 AM

82

No comment

9/13/2018 11:32 AM

83

There is a 30 mile radius around brainerd in which people can work and play. What will draw
development to Brainerd is good housing. This will help with good retail and restaurants.

9/12/2018 11:32 PM

84

Good paying jobs are hard to find, limited opportunities for skilled professionals. Housing is scary
around here, the rentals that are available are run down, poorly managed, limited oversight, and
most are a complete eye sore. Downtown is not a safe place. It is dirty, the bars are run down,
people loitering, and not many businesses that attract a wide variety of consumers. Many are junk
shops.

9/12/2018 4:01 PM

85

keep it with a small town feel

9/12/2018 3:24 PM

86

I'm bored

9/12/2018 2:52 PM

87

Seasonal jobs and others who feel they can't work all year long...

9/12/2018 2:04 PM

88

Like stated above, if you want to keep and/or bring people to a community you have to provide
high quality/high paying jobs. I would not have moved back to Brainerd if it wasn't for that. And
rehab of downtown as mentioned before is a cities heartbeat.

9/12/2018 1:25 PM

89

Need good jobs to keep the young generation in Brainerd

9/12/2018 9:51 AM

90

Would love to see downtown revitalized, but need year round economy

9/11/2018 8:32 PM

91

downtown still a problem

9/11/2018 2:55 PM

92

Needs to become pro business and make downtown attractive.

9/11/2018 10:57 AM

93

Adequate jobs and desirable housing go hand-in-hand. For those wanting to live in the city of
Brainerd there don't appear to be a lot options available and no planned development or
redevelopment.

9/7/2018 5:24 PM

94

See above re: job opportunities and year-round employment. As for housing, we need to put a cap
on those who keep buying up housing to rent, to make buying a house more affordable, and
encourage walkable neighborhoods to bring in working families.

9/7/2018 3:19 PM

95

Many areas still have quaint downtowns as an area draw.

9/7/2018 9:30 AM
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96

what character is there to protect? It seems the overwhelming majority of brainerd's character has
already been ripped down

9/5/2018 11:57 AM

97

Need better jobs that have better pay and opportunities for advancement, rehabilitating downtown
is a must for long term sustainability, and year round economy can be enhanced, Wisconsin Dells
is a year round attraction.

9/5/2018 9:06 AM

98

downtown needs to be the draw, and connect it to the river, with places to stop and eat/shop
between downtown and the river. look at duluth and other river/lake towns. you can build all the
trails you want, but you need to have things to do and places to eat/drink/shop

9/5/2018 7:47 AM

99

no definite notes needed

9/4/2018 11:39 AM

100

Jobs for obvious reasons. Housing stock needs an upgrade. Scenery and natural resources will
attract residents.

9/4/2018 11:21 AM

101

The town has not aged gracefully. You need to bring back the small town charm. Clean up
downtown, provide more outdoor opportunities for people to get out and utilize the different parks
and downtown area

9/1/2018 12:55 PM

102

To many bad landlords in Brainerd who rent junk places to live.

8/31/2018 11:35 AM

103

People need a decent place to live or they won't come here. We need government officials who
are willing to invest; we can't fund all our development and innovation on bake sales and
fundraisers.

8/31/2018 9:05 AM

104

Living wage job opportunities are required to fuel the desire for people to live, work and play in the
area. The Brainerd Lakes area has done an excellent job over the years marketing the area as a
vacation destination; focus needs to shift to Brainerd being a desirable place to live, work and
play.

8/30/2018 7:19 PM

105

People want to get outside and enjoy their city. We really are limited on trials despite the cities
assertion that there are plenty. They serve one main area and they are disjointed. We need more
green spaces and the amenities that go with them. (sprayground, pickle ball, and connected trails
that serve large swaths of the community.

8/30/2018 6:10 PM

106

While there are many apartments available, only a few are affordable, those that are affordable
tend to have many problems. Job opportunities for retail are abundant, however as an Autistic
adult I have been rejected from many jobs due to needing accomdations. Programs to help low
income people seem to be underfunded and often times those running the programs seem
judgmental and reluctant to help.

8/30/2018 5:14 PM

107

What does Brainerd want to be when it grows up??? What kind of community does it want to
project to the world? Why should I come to Brainerd and stay? There are opportunities to enhance
its character by revitalizing the downtown area and offering reasons to stay in Brainerd rather than
just passing through to another destination.

8/30/2018 2:09 PM

108

If it wasn't for sports (hockey, basketball, etc.) many motels would struggle mightily during the
winter. 2. I don't go downtown after dark (bars, drunks, sleeze). 3. More amenities would
draw/keep younger people to Brainerd.

8/29/2018 2:16 PM

109

The downtown area is in progress when it comes to growing but it would be great to get it to the
point of Nisswa. More breweries, more shops, less bars

8/29/2018 10:52 AM

110

You skipped the one where our workforce is a challenge.

8/29/2018 7:45 AM

111

Housing options need to match the types of jobs that are available. Bringing in new business may
impact the type of housing needed.

8/28/2018 3:26 PM

112

Brainerd has plenty of good paying jobs, the problem is the folks don't actually live in town. Protect
character while embracing change and continue to invest in downtown, specifically, bury the utility
lines

8/28/2018 2:50 PM

113

We need private investment.

8/28/2018 12:22 PM

114

Having decent paying jobs that are year round, along with affordable housing will only strengthen
our economy by attracting a more stable population.

8/28/2018 10:05 AM

115

Job opportunities to attract more people to the area to provide workers to protect the environment
and stimulate growth.

8/27/2018 3:20 PM
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116

Our downtown is still old and run down looking in many areas. We have to offer good jobs to
attract the tax base needed to provide extra income to do what is needed to clean up our town. We
have lots of low income people, and it shows in how they keep uptheir properties. Couldn't we offer
incentive or mentoring to help people take pride in their space.

8/27/2018 2:18 PM

117

Community is thriving in summer, not winter, downtown is very old looking and housing is lacking,
unless you can afford the lakes

8/27/2018 11:33 AM

118

Housing options for the elderly are limited.

8/27/2018 8:41 AM

119

Growth in Brainerd proper is tied to the success of improving the downtown area, expanding job
opportunities and the housing that will be needed to support this growth.

8/27/2018 7:33 AM

120

Many places have closed and they are talking about removing the tower which has been a
landmark since before I was even a thought.

8/26/2018 3:59 PM

121

They speak primarily to the underlying barriers to economic vitality

8/24/2018 9:31 PM

122

Smart growth.

8/24/2018 8:46 PM

123

They are all related to providing jobs and a tax base to support the city in order to slow or stop it's
slide into nothingness.

8/24/2018 12:04 PM

124

I think a huge impact on future growth will be the ability to attract new employers that offer higher
wages. Many people move to take a higher paying job.

8/24/2018 10:49 AM

125

Covered previously.

8/24/2018 10:23 AM

126

Good paying consistent work is key to keeping the young new community leaders.

8/24/2018 9:05 AM

127

Again, a lot of people choose to live here because of the natural resources so they need to be
protected. People also need to be able to have a safe, affordable place to live with access to
adequate technology.

8/24/2018 8:40 AM

128

People need better jobs and employers need to pay more. There will need to be a substitute for
the many off-season workers. We need to protect our water and keep the lakes clean and
beautiful or we will lose some tourist traffic

8/24/2018 8:32 AM

129

There are very few high paying quality jobs in the area. And businesses struggle to find workers.
And obviously we experience a heavy summer influx of lake residents and vacationers.

8/24/2018 8:27 AM

130

Creating downtown interest/unique shopping opportunities, unique coffee bistros etc it what
Nisswa thrives on - Brainerd would benefit from this atmosphere as well. However, it needs to be
of interest to locals to survive over the winter also. With the new performance auditorium coming, it
is a primary time to prepare as that will bring people into Brainerd. Low income housing and/or
affordable housing is an issue in Brainerd. So much more is needed. Also landlords lack of repair
on rentals is rampant.

8/24/2018 8:11 AM

131

We cannot rely on tourist business, we must Buy Local and support local businesses year round.

8/24/2018 7:40 AM

132

downtown is dying, unattractive. if business and workers are attracted there, service jobs will follow

8/24/2018 5:04 AM

133

self explanatory

8/23/2018 2:42 PM

134

Protecting our lakes

8/23/2018 2:40 PM

135

No

8/23/2018 12:02 PM

136

Too many jobs are seasonal for an area that has attractions for all four season. Natural resources
are our biggest draw. Good schools and affordable housing for everyone will keep people in the
area.

8/23/2018 11:00 AM

137

Good jobs- improved community

8/23/2018 9:20 AM

138

Safe inviting atmosphere vs rowdy bar image in the downtown area

8/23/2018 8:47 AM

139

Figure it out, tired of this question.

8/23/2018 8:47 AM

140

I think it may be difficult since mutihousing may be an easier option.

8/23/2018 8:23 AM

141

better housing options are needed

8/23/2018 8:16 AM

142

We are one of the poorest counties in Minnesota

8/23/2018 8:06 AM
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143

I think it would be great if we could revive downtown Brainerd. Make it the central hub of the town
where residents and vacationers alike want to go. Coffee shops, breweries, restaurants,
yoga/Pilate/cycling studios, boutiques, etc.

8/23/2018 7:39 AM

144

We need jobs for our young families and the Downtown can be a bit scary at night. We frequent
Baxter more.

8/23/2018 7:02 AM

145

Check with law enforcement, they will tell you what is really going on in Brainerd, drugs and
mental illness, poorly maintained rental housing

8/23/2018 12:44 AM

146

New jobs and high paying jobs attract residents that will create a better city. With jobs you need
housing for every aspect of income and maybe begin to develop new houses in place of old
rundown houses. Brainerds character varies from person to person which can be scary, we need
to create a common character in order for the area to thrive

8/22/2018 9:21 PM

147

Lack of jobs, lack of remodel and up keep

8/22/2018 9:16 PM

148

Cater to the visitors.

8/22/2018 9:12 AM

149

It’s hard to have the same activity in the winter with less tourism

8/22/2018 12:28 AM

150

Our downtown needs govt support look at Perham smaller town than ours but much more vibrant
and relevant.

8/21/2018 10:07 PM

151

Without utilities and services -fire dept. Police, electricity and water no one would want to live here.
Don't let Brainerd become the rental property capital of Minnesota. Work with financial institutions
that provide financing to purchase housing they can afford

8/21/2018 5:04 PM

152

I think they are self explanatory.

8/21/2018 3:25 PM

153

There are many job openings but they don't pay the needed wage to be self sufficient - $14 per
hour for 2 wage earners in a household is the minimum needed according to DHS and DEED
statistics Housing at all income levels that is safe and affordable is important and necessary
Preserving what is great about Brainerd our history and character should be considered when we
look at pursuing growth opportunities

8/21/2018 3:15 PM

154

Year around economy: Everyone knows that for 3-4 months out of the year we are overrun and
outnumbered by tourists. Those tourists provide valuable dollars to invest into the core of brainerd
but the other 8-9 months is a long time to endure slower traffic in and out of stores. City’s
Character: Save the water tower, rebuild downtown. It will take a lot of money and foresight.
According to the city council we are short on money for the community and according to the
community the city council is short on foresight.

8/21/2018 2:11 PM

155

Concern about development of our gorgeous forests/shores

8/21/2018 1:38 PM

156

Important to preserve unique spaces

8/21/2018 1:34 PM

157

no comment

8/21/2018 11:52 AM

158

downtown needs a facelift

8/21/2018 11:50 AM

159

adequate jobs = more money. suitable houses for the more money. provide a safe space for
people who make more money to recreate. ( sport/shop/eat/drink)

8/21/2018 11:17 AM

160

rid of the status that is the poorest city , providing wages and options for liveable housing

8/21/2018 9:48 AM

161

Most rentals are run down and the city lets the landlord to get away with it.

8/21/2018 9:41 AM

162

Year round economy comes from people having pride in their work and having the desire to work
and better their lives. Very few in the area truly want that. Rehabbing the downtown to bring it
away from nothing but bars and wedding stores to an actual destination with small businesses that
are unique. Protecting the character by finding Brainerd’s strengths and building on them instead
of trying to be what other cities are. It hasn’t worked in the past so why do you think it will work in
the future.

8/21/2018 9:34 AM

163

The likelihood of Brainerd's citizens to raise 3million dollars to save the water tower is slim to none.
Downtown has been an eyesore and shame on our city for decades and trying to fill it with
businesses that will bring life to it will be difficult. Brainerd needs more better paying jobs to raise
the city's average income level.

8/20/2018 9:27 PM

164

When all of the schools were smaller and more spread out into each community, it was a great
solution to minimizing risk of a school shooting that tends to happen in large schools.

8/17/2018 5:43 PM
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165

You need all 3 of these in order to make a difference and succeed

8/16/2018 2:18 PM

166

Housing in Brainerd is not very affordable and many of the housing opportunities are not well
Maintained. There is a lack of professional level jobs in the region

8/16/2018 12:24 AM

167

The community seems hungry for the revitalization of the downtown and historic areas. There
seems to be ample low-wage job opportunities and it would be unfortunate if our residents couldn't
afford to frequent the businesses that our tourists would support - ie. higher end restaurants,
boutiques, etc.

8/15/2018 11:20 AM

168

Too many seasonal jobs. I know there are tons of job openings but they are all low wage and low
skill and seasonal.

8/14/2018 7:51 PM

169

I believe Brainerd needs better job opportunities for people without college degrees. Also better
housing options for lot income people to live a prosperous & enjoyable life.

8/14/2018 1:05 AM

170

Even though downtown is beautiful, still don’t get down there much because of the business still
there. Still more of a bar scene and scary housing above then safe environment to shop.

8/13/2018 8:36 PM

171

No comment

8/13/2018 6:49 PM

172

I feel strongly about the items I’ve chosen because of previous answers. Walkabity in a community
that has shopping, parks, schools and housing nearby.

8/13/2018 3:37 PM

173

I have very little reason to go downtown other to get my skates sharpened at Hockey House or eat
at a new restaurant. A neat square like in Europe with some cool outdoor shops/restaurants would
be good. When I drive through Brainerd after moving to the country, it just seems run down. Keep
things up and make it seem more like the lake destination it used to be. Promote Paul Bunyan
more. Everyone that moves here talks about how hard housing is to find or how expensive it is.
Renting a 2 bedroom apartment shouldn't be more than my house payment for a 4 bedroom
house.

8/13/2018 3:11 PM

174

While Brainerd is the economic hub of the region, it needs to continually increase the number of
high wage jobs located within the city so it doesn't become overly dependent on the tourist
economy.

8/13/2018 1:49 PM

175

protecting natural resources is important everywhere but especially when attracting people to a
town or to stay. There is high underemployment in Brainerd. The 3rd is the reason I dislike
Brainerd the most.

8/4/2018 9:21 PM

176

There are some jobs, but low paying. Housing market is expensive and many can't afford. Also
much of the brainerd housing is sub par. focusing on the natural areas and rehabilitate down town
are challenges that might not work together well.

8/2/2018 5:15 PM

177

It is very seasonal, with lower wage job offerings. Would be great to see higher paying job
opportunities, and affordable housing options.

8/2/2018 10:42 AM

178

Housing and jobs

8/1/2018 3:53 PM

179

No comment

8/1/2018 2:10 PM

180

We have a foundation for a great city. We need to come together and expand on it. We need to
attract strong business to the area and the rest will follow. If you build it, they will come.

7/31/2018 3:47 PM

181

downtown is really limited-drying up-when I was a kid downtown was vibrant and a destination
housing is expensive and inadequate-not enough and many homes poor quality-compare to
Fergus since the railroad/state hospital and mill closed this town is hanging by a thread

7/30/2018 5:20 PM

182

Healthy communities are supported by services and living wage employment.

7/30/2018 12:06 PM

183

Homelessness/Affordable housing is a huge issue for the City. County Services need to straighten
out and get back on track. Huge lack of wellness.

7/30/2018 12:01 PM

184

Adequate Amenities. Let's us all remember that AARP is not who we need to be concerning
ourselves with. we will all die. The future is with the children. And the young adults who need a
sense of pride as they remain in B Town and are the new tax base to grow with. Not everyone can
afford a dinner out but everyone would send their kids to an outdoor community pool.

7/30/2018 11:51 AM

185

Historically, Brainerd had a great character...is it slipping away?? Restore the Historic Water
Tower--demolition shows the visitors/residents a lack of character and determination. Downtown
revitalization is a HUGE undertaking...keep it going for the long haul... improvements are finally
being realized. Finally, improve housing opportunities with new home construction in historic
neighborhoods.

7/30/2018 9:09 AM
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186

Year-round jobs attract population hoping to live in the lakes area.

7/28/2018 4:25 PM

187

I think they are self explanatory.

7/27/2018 8:41 AM

188

we need to provide opportunities for growth in our business base, including year round
opportunities, not just seasonal (although that is very important to our community, region and
economy), and we need to provide appropriate housing opportunities for all citizens. It seems that
there are long waiting lists for affordable senior housing options.

7/25/2018 9:52 PM

189

The city of Brainerd budget seems to be devoted to handling past due repairs instead of
foreseeing future investment in the community. We may need higher taxes.

7/25/2018 2:32 PM

190

you need to have a good year round economy to provide job opportunities and then get housing to
meet the needs

7/24/2018 7:29 PM

191

Too many of the jobs in this area are seasonal. There isn't enough lower income housing for the
population. And there aren't enough for public services

7/24/2018 6:28 PM

192

we need job better paying jobs we need to keep the downtown but improve the looks granted we
are doing that and the improvements are looking good but lets work with the people that are here
and find ways to help them not hurt them by bringing in events that make it hard for the shop
owners to be here

7/24/2018 3:04 PM

193

A healthy downtown (or not) defines a community. A good one drives traffic there and business
growth. Affordable, and quality housing is needed to attract and retain workers/residents. More
jobs than workers here.

7/24/2018 11:54 AM

194

It’s starting to look like a shopping district with no other reason to stop until you are well north of
the 210/371 intersection. Lots of summer jobs but limited winter employment. Need more
entertainment for locals - less tourist oriented.

7/24/2018 10:42 AM

195

We need high paying year round jobs and housing in order to support the desired amenities.

7/23/2018 8:23 PM

196

Though our downtown rehab has picked up a ton of momentum over the past few years, we still
have a long way to go before we get to a point where we can say we've done it. Our economy is
always great in the summer and good in the winter. By attracting some bigger companies to our
town we could really stabilize that winter lull. The interesting thing is that our downtown economy
seems to improve during the colder months, but we really haven't groomed it to be much of a
winter playground. A downtown skating rink/sledding hill would be great.

7/23/2018 9:19 AM

197

We need shops and business places which attract people to downtown, and that pay a living
wage. Brainerd has had a good reputation over the years. We have a "core" downtown area which
Baxter does not have. I think that is a real plus for Brainerd and should be improved so locals and
visitors are drawn to browse, shop, eat.

7/22/2018 7:40 PM

198

Protecting the natural area we have leaned to enjoy.

7/22/2018 9:44 AM

199

Brainerd has a large number of aging housing stock. Many are subpar rentals.

7/21/2018 9:47 AM

200

I made the right choices.

7/21/2018 9:39 AM

201

I like the Brainerd area, but it is known to be run down. We need to change the run down image so
folks see it, take pride in it, want to be here for the right reason, and we have a better image for
those who live here and those who visit.

7/20/2018 6:37 PM

202

I think many businesses come in forgetting Brainerd is essentially a seasonal town, though the
right businesses would be year round sustainably. Start ups are family-run or ill equipped to have
many employees. I don't think highly of the housing options in Brainerd.

7/20/2018 5:48 PM

203

Better paying jobs allow for better housing opportunities.

7/20/2018 4:39 PM

204

job opportunities - year around work, adequate space for business. downtown rehabilitation - store
windows stuck in the 50-60s, variety of stores to bring variety of customers. Housing - get rid of the
rental that isn't up to code or is not inviting as a place to live.

7/20/2018 4:35 PM

205

See previous comments.

7/20/2018 4:23 PM

206

1. We need more job opportunities 2. These jobs need to be year round based 3. Downtown rehab
would be really nice to keep the community feeling

7/20/2018 3:27 PM
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207

It's very apparent when summer hits, and people head north for restaurants and retail, versus they
typical winter bar crowds in downtown brainerd. While Brainerd continues to update and renovate
downtown, they still lack adequate retail and restaurants to draw people there on a regular basis.
Brainerd doesn't have a lot of entertainment/amenities to draw people in. A Splash Pad or the
Childrens Museum would help to do so.

7/20/2018 2:41 PM

208

Again, the housing shortage is critical. Public transportation is mediocre. A city is defined by its
parks and amenities.

7/20/2018 2:28 PM

209

Needs serious work

7/20/2018 2:00 PM

210

See my previous comments about young families/daycare & the older generations. Need
businesses that are close to housing, but not in residential areas. Need attractive neighborhoods.

7/20/2018 1:31 PM

211

Decent paying jobs and businesses are the biggest need. Then attracting tourists. Brainerd has
way more potential than Nisswz but Nisswa is usually so busy you can't even find a parking spot.

7/20/2018 1:19 PM

212

Providing better jobs and housing - as Brainerd is an expensive area to live in. Rehabilitate the
downtown - but still preserve the historic character of the town.

7/20/2018 12:49 PM

213

Na

7/20/2018 12:40 PM

214

Need new businesses bringing new people to live here

7/20/2018 12:39 PM

215

Need to continue to build on all the initiatives

7/20/2018 12:17 PM

216

Brainerd needs more adequate upper level job opportunities. We need to make the town's industry
more attractive to companies that operate year-round and don't necessarily depend on foot traffic
to maintain them. This would play a part in supporting a year-round economy and a promising
industry where that is prominent is technology. Perhaps associating Brainerd with technology
could help, but Brainerd's available technology (internet etc) would really need improvement first.
Right now I only seem to have 1 option for the highest speed Internet and it isn't my favorite, but it
is necessary for me to maintain my technology-heavy career. Adequate amenities can play a huge
part of how attractive an area is. More walking trails away from the main roads, along the
Mississippi river, and more hiking opportunities locally would be great. Places for young
professionals to hang out, work from etc could also help. Even public transportation options, and
anything to get people out and about in the winter could be huge. Skywalks for example. Those are
perhaps a bit extreme for this town but along the right mindset.

7/20/2018 10:54 AM

217

For the job scale around this area and the price on housing it is almost virtually impossible for a
two income family much less a single income with dependents. We need more affordable house
with more relaxed requirements so that some of these families actually have a chance.

7/16/2018 11:23 PM

218

Families in poverty are able to provide a healthy parenting experience for their children and their
children's future w/providing healthy resources, choices, and support

7/16/2018 11:54 AM

219

Development in the area has negatively impacted our river (Mississippi), lakes, and forests

7/15/2018 7:06 PM

220

I selected amenities because there really isn’t a decent hotel in Brainerd, you have to go to Baxter

7/15/2018 9:46 AM

221

Providing better employment opportunities and a year round economic go hand and hand. I know
government can't make the jobs happen but we need to find a way to encourage good jobs to
come to the area. Rehabilitation of downtown and preservation of its character also go hand and
hand. Brainerd needs a good shinning but we can't scrub it so hard we lose the old charm that is
there.

7/14/2018 9:52 PM

222

Clean up downtown, make it classy Make this look more like a vacation destination, so people will
want to stop here instead of going straight to Nisswa or Crosslake, lets make Brainerd look great.

7/13/2018 2:15 PM

223

We need to attract additional jobs outside of retail and tourist driven jobs. Downtown is coming
along, but more needs to be done and work with the understanding that it will never be done, it can
always be better. Providing spaces for people to get out and enjoy their neighborhoods and the
rest of the city and the resources we do have.

7/12/2018 10:02 PM

224

Please see last page.

7/12/2018 4:00 PM

225

Wages are not very high, yet housing and cost-of-living (cars, groceries, shopping still cost a lot).
We need a decent clothing store at reasonable prices! Not everyone has a computer or desires to
shop online!

7/12/2018 3:48 PM

226

We need more affordable housing for low income people

7/12/2018 3:35 PM

131 / 177

IMAGINEbrainerd - Brainerd's Vision for the Future
227

Many people abuse our seasonal work, in that they work for the season and then pick up
unemployment while working for cash elsewhere- or, riding on unemployment instead of getting a
different job in their off season which they would be more than capable of. This creates a high cost
for tax payers. Many of our jobs do not allow us to pay for an average cost of living here. And
rental housing is hard to find, expensive, and often sub-par standards that prey on those unable to
afford something better.

7/12/2018 2:41 PM

228

already mentioned previously

7/12/2018 12:21 PM

229

The Brainerd area doesn't have much for good job opportunities here, it's mainly customer service
and factories. Then during the winter many of the jobs are gone, along with activities. Then utilities
and services are ok, though they are lacking and could be deeply improved.

7/12/2018 9:51 AM

230

All of those are issues for brainerd and barriers

7/11/2018 10:28 PM

231

Because

7/11/2018 1:51 PM

232

Housing for vets and homeless is a must. Getting rid of drugs

7/11/2018 1:16 PM

233

Brainerd needs to attract more high paying/quality jobs which will attract more families and people
looking to improve their life situation. In order to do that, they need to update the rundown parts to
make it more inviting

7/11/2018 12:20 PM

234

There is a big discrepancy in income levels so more sustainable job opportunities might be tough.

7/11/2018 12:20 PM

235

you want to grow without giving up the best asset the nature things and the fresh air.

7/11/2018 12:02 PM

236

I think Brainerd has ignored upkeep and development to keep taxes low. This has stagnated the
city growth and upkeep

7/11/2018 10:26 AM

237

We need affordable housing options that don’t have mold or buildings that are crumbling. We need
to let businesses build here instead of letting them go to Baxter

7/11/2018 10:17 AM

238

We need new businesses not downtown. Screw downtown. Its gross.

7/11/2018 10:09 AM

239

Biggest challenges ever. To many homeless people.

7/11/2018 8:35 AM

240

I would like to see more upward mobility for people at the bottom. I think revitalizing downtown
would cement our character.

7/11/2018 2:55 AM

241

There isn't enough job and affordable housing in Brainerd. The downtown area I think needs some
asthetic cleaning up.

7/11/2018 1:22 AM

242

Support of year round employers...there are too many seasonal jobs in the area, and not enough
care for the people who work those jobs! In providing suitable housing options, my wife and I live in
a trailer park that is run down, and poorly maintained...while you could risk falling thru the floor in
the bedroom, they charge 625 a month for rent of 3 bedrooms, and spitting distance of the
neighbors lot next door... And what’s worse, it’s put up with a leaking roof and holes in floors while
raising a child, and having pets...or rent something too small downtown for double the money less
privacy, and above a bar and don’t allow pets!!! What we need in this world is a way and means to
provide anyone with student loan debt, with way better odds and chances to buy a house, and be
very productive in society....while it may take years to pay off student loan debt...., buying a home
for a family is important, it shows intent to put down roots! Make it easy to buy and own, as easy
as renting...and citizens won’t worry about losing homes when jobs are lacking! Lastly,
utilities...our internet cuts in and out all the time, our power surges and our lights flicker at the
passing of a truck on the road... That doesn’t seem to sound too reliable does it? In the winter if the
power goes out, I want the peace of mind knowing that the repair crew will fix it quickly, or the
utilities company should provide hotel accommodations to those who have little kids, or live in
trailer homes!

7/11/2018 1:08 AM

243

The housing is a huge issue here. Run down and expensive housing. we have a drug problem that
is making us known for that instead of recreation. A lot of seasonal jobs we need more year
around employment

7/11/2018 12:31 AM

244

I already commented on two of the three, so I will not go on about those again. I think having
better amenities would be great! I think it would be really cool to have an outdoor pool that is
properly cleaned and available during summer months. Yes, we do have a lot of lakes around, but
there is swimmers itch throughout the summer that parents have to worry about. I myself, doesn't
really like swimming in lakes knowing how dirty they are and I can only imagine how gross they
actually are. At least for an outdoor pool option, it is clean and you can actually see what you're
swimming in. Just a thought I guess...

7/11/2018 12:29 AM
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245

Not enough jobs. Need more reasonably priced housing and more protection for natural resources

7/11/2018 12:27 AM

246

Self explanatory.

7/11/2018 12:26 AM

247

Need money to support a mall

7/10/2018 11:46 PM

248

Improving Brainerd with more jobs!!! Plus get rid of some of these bars downtown and adding
some decent store like a dollar General store, CRAFT STORE!!!!

7/10/2018 11:32 PM

249

Most jobs are minimum wage and the city has not been upkept.

7/10/2018 11:25 PM

250

So many jobs are related to tourist industry, which happened to be outside of the Brainerd tax
base. Then people come home at night to Brainerd to live

7/10/2018 11:08 PM

251

Brainerd has some gorgeous scenery (mississippi riverfront especially). This shouldn’t be wasted
for development, it should be invested in. Downtown needs to become the “scene” where things
happen. However, those “things” can’t be people getting stabbed outside the Iron Rail. It needs to
be a safe environment, for women and families.

7/10/2018 11:06 PM

252

Downtown is all bars and most jobs do not pay that well.

7/10/2018 8:10 PM

253

Again all needed to grow.

7/10/2018 6:57 PM

254

Brainerd suffers because the money moved to gull lake and no one wants to foot the bill, the banks
cater to the wealthy and the city and county do thr same. Progressive honest policy is whats
needed. It won't happen here

7/10/2018 4:37 PM

255

Your downtown competitors are pretty strong. I also found it harder to find healthy winter activities.

7/10/2018 1:26 PM

256

Keeping locals interested after the vacationers have left.

7/10/2018 12:11 PM

257

Need more full time good paying jobs. The schools are terrific - we just need the opportunities for
jobs so people can move here

7/10/2018 12:07 PM

258

Rehabbing the downtown area has started a significant trend to improving the area.

7/10/2018 10:56 AM

259

Without jobs we'll lose our young families. Downtown is unique and should be kept vital. Housing
in Brainerd has character but much of it needs considerable work and upkeep.

7/10/2018 9:29 AM

260

N/A

7/9/2018 1:24 PM

261

Downtown is crucial people need something to do.

7/7/2018 1:35 PM

262

Housing is very limited and it seems like the only way we respond is to create cheap housing
options rather than supplying housing to all classes. Downtown is a canvas, if change happens it
might upset certain age groups but it seems like some type of change needs to take place. Maybe
increasing the amount of murals or downtown stores add a downtown brewery. Amenities is also
lacking, we have parks but some of them are just pointless plots of land that probably would be
better as natural habitat.

7/5/2018 3:09 PM

263

its pretty obvious

7/4/2018 3:22 PM

264

Again the only choices

7/3/2018 9:56 PM

265

We are focused on getting the three develops up. Nd running (that was approved years ago) but
the city needs to focus on what buyers are looking for. Larger lots, better homes, and area
attractions that want them to come to this city!

7/3/2018 9:09 PM

266

Brainerd needs more housing options and affordable housing. There needs to be a way to get the
homeless off the streets. I hear of people being sent away to St Cloud because there is no room
for them in the homeless shelters in Brainerd. Take a place like the old Holiday Inn or another
vacant building and make it into a homeless shelter, for example.

7/3/2018 7:54 PM

267

there is many ways to grow with the time and with out stepping on the idea's that are working and
forgetting our history help what is here

7/3/2018 7:38 PM

268

Some businesses are open seasonally. That makes it challenging for the young people who need
the income. Suitable housing is necessary as we have so many homeless people that cannot
afford much. Adequate services are necessary as there is not enough available to the homeless
who need housing, groceries, gas, etc.

7/3/2018 6:58 PM
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269

These three are tied together. Rehabilitating downtown is necessary to provide adequate job
opportunities but while doing so, it is vital to maintain the city’s character. If we attempt to revamp
downtown at the expense of historical buildings and the established character that Brainerd has, it
will be a sad, ineffective attempt.

7/3/2018 5:20 PM

270

Supporting year round employement will always be a hard thing to do in a tourist drive area but the
more employment opportunities for the residents, the lower the poverty level and need for welfare.
Protecting the city's character and rehabilitating the downtown go hand in hand. There aren't many
true downtown areas in cities anymore and people are drawn to that. More stores like a bakery,
clothing, specialty shops, antiques and less bars!

7/3/2018 4:18 PM

271

range of housing - Many humans have been programmed to believe a split level home on an acre
of land is desireable. The city can't and shouldn't provide such terrible options. It is financially
unproductive. Protecting City's character - Challenging to honor our historic architecture in an age
of cheapness.

7/3/2018 4:18 PM

272

create jobs, that will be the end all of many issues especially if they can support a family

7/3/2018 4:17 PM

273

housing stock is limited

7/3/2018 12:25 PM

274

Housing options are impossible to find. Natural environment will be at risk in the future and should
be made resilient right now. The city's character is at risk and could harm the retention of citizens.

7/3/2018 8:59 AM
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Q18 Generally speaking, what is the biggest challenge we face today?
Answered: 328

Skipped: 305

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

How to maintain your resort town feel and create opportunities for growth.

9/17/2018 3:47 PM

2

Drugs and crime

9/17/2018 3:04 PM

3

Poverty

9/17/2018 11:29 AM

4

Families that are heavily reliant on social services but are unable to escape poverty due to a lack
of affordable housing and jobs that pay a living wage.

9/17/2018 11:28 AM

5

jobs meth and drugs build it they will come

9/17/2018 9:15 AM

6

Keeping motivation for the overall improvement of Brainerd. If it fizzles out, Brainerd's future is
very bleak.

9/17/2018 8:21 AM

7

Lack of identity and vision for growth (which is certainly building as proven by this survey, the River
to Rails initiative, etc.)

9/17/2018 8:12 AM

8

Creating a town that is not and does not look poor.

9/17/2018 8:10 AM

9

Baxter

9/17/2018 7:57 AM

10

Drugs and crime

9/17/2018 4:34 AM

11

The economy. Especially because we rely so much on the summer vacationers, it deeply affects
the majority of jobs that do not require college education.

9/16/2018 11:55 PM

12

Lack of strong families and values. Too many people having children who shouldn't... Then the
children are neglected and get into trouble, have mental health issues and repeat the same cycle.

9/16/2018 11:34 PM

13

Getting businesses to go in DT, fill up the vacant stores

9/16/2018 11:19 PM

14

Getting the city council to act

9/16/2018 11:09 PM

15

getting the crime rate down, and the drugs out.

9/16/2018 10:32 PM

16

Getting people to see Brainerd as a destination rather than just a shopping center/place to pass
through before getting to your vacation destination.

9/16/2018 10:29 PM

17

High quality jobs, to bring higher caliber more diverse people.

9/16/2018 10:17 PM

18

Making the city an attractive investment opportunity for housing, retail, or business.

9/16/2018 9:58 PM

19

That we enable/promote people staying on welfare

9/16/2018 9:55 PM

20

If we continue to emulate the Baxter model of growth we will fail. Let them be them and us be us.
Focus on our strengths.

9/16/2018 9:51 PM

21

See other answers

9/16/2018 9:43 PM

22

Safety issues and housing while keeping taxes lower. Do not tax people out of the area

9/16/2018 9:19 PM

23

D veloping a clear vision of the future and making the necessary changes.

9/16/2018 9:07 PM

24

Not enough supply for the demand

9/16/2018 8:41 PM

25

The strongly negative public stigma of Brainerd, the community which is wholly apathetic due to
constant financial strain, and the lack of our City Council brainstorming, initiating, or otherwise
backing good, innovative, engaging ideas.

9/16/2018 8:24 PM

26

No

9/16/2018 8:21 PM

27

Replacing old outdated ideas and methods with a newer Innovative ones.

9/16/2018 7:52 PM

28

Finding the funding to protect our only landmark that separates us from every other city/town
between Minneapolis and Brainerd - the historic water tower.

9/16/2018 7:39 PM

29

Jobs and our drug and crime problems

9/16/2018 6:25 PM
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30

Employment opportunities.

9/16/2018 6:07 PM

31

I would like to see a continued focus in rehabbing the downtown.

9/16/2018 5:35 PM

32

Growing unemployment and drugs

9/16/2018 5:05 PM

33

Drugs- users and sellers

9/16/2018 4:59 PM

34

bars and drugs

9/16/2018 4:35 PM

35

low-income

9/16/2018 3:34 PM

36

Ourselves. We need to come together, not divide ourselves.

9/16/2018 2:59 PM

37

Housing

9/16/2018 2:10 PM

38

Drugs and poverty

9/16/2018 1:11 PM

39

See above

9/16/2018 12:36 PM

40

Change.

9/16/2018 12:09 PM

41

Getting good paying jobs and more opportunities for all ages to enjoy.

9/16/2018 11:58 AM

42

Attracting businesses away from lakes, Baxter and Nisswa.

9/16/2018 11:57 AM

43

living wage jobs

9/16/2018 11:51 AM

44

We are becoming a very distrusting and dehumanizing society. Small towns can be a remedy if we
take this seriously.

9/16/2018 11:17 AM

45

As usual, money for all of the possible projects.

9/16/2018 10:53 AM

46

Liveable wage and better employment opportunities

9/16/2018 10:42 AM

47

Stubborn people on board that don’t allow growth

9/16/2018 10:28 AM

48

People being open to change and willing to spend $$$ to build a better future.

9/16/2018 10:26 AM

49

Drugs

9/16/2018 10:21 AM

50

Getting people to travel into Brainerd. They travel through Baxter...they need a reason to visit
Brainerd.

9/16/2018 10:07 AM

51

Getting rid of the old water tower, and meth usage.

9/16/2018 10:05 AM

52

Money to save these building like water tower and bringing life back to downtown but yet keeping
the taxes low

9/16/2018 10:02 AM

53

The housing affordability

9/16/2018 9:56 AM

54

Developing our gorgeous Mississippi River! Let’s do it! The jobs will come when you create mini
businesses around the river!

9/16/2018 9:45 AM

55

Attracting retail

9/16/2018 9:36 AM

56

Crime

9/16/2018 9:27 AM

57

Liveable, sustainable job opportunities. Handing out welfare so easily is not helping to grow our
economy.

9/16/2018 9:25 AM

58

Amazon and online shopping

9/16/2018 9:21 AM

59

Small businesses surviving year round. People supporting local businesses. Low wage jobs do
peoole can't afford to buy local.

9/16/2018 9:21 AM

60

Improving the city while not becoming Baxter 2 will be your biggest challenge.

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

61

Getting all this past the current city council

9/16/2018 9:20 AM

62

Changing the character of the city. You need to try to go from “hick” to “slick” and that’s not easy.
That requires people investing in the city and believing that things can be changed, but also the
city investing in its people.

9/16/2018 9:16 AM

63

Being stuck in the past.

9/16/2018 9:03 AM

64

No growth

9/16/2018 8:58 AM
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65

Creating collaborative leadership governance model across sectors that engages citizen
participation is Brainerd’s biggest challenge. Leadership across city and county govt, school
system, CLC, business, and other sectors need to work collaboratively and engage citizens to
create a shared vision and strategy for Brainerd, and have the ability to execute on it. Saving the
water tower could be a good place to start on engaging all sectors and all citizens, and build on
that successful collaborative model to keep making Brainerd better and more beautiful than ever
before. It’s best days could be ahead of it, not behind it. It can take years to recover from losing
the living wage railroad and paper mill jobs that used to be the backbone of the Brainerd economy,
but with a shared vision and everybody rowing on the same boat in the same direction, it could
happen.

9/16/2018 8:45 AM

66

Keeping businesses open

9/16/2018 8:42 AM

67

Household stability and growth- ability for people to gain long-term stability. Many people live
paycheck to paycheck and are not prepared for unexpected costs. Wages and living costs are not
equitable.

9/16/2018 8:35 AM

68

roads

9/16/2018 8:06 AM

69

You have no employment, few professionals will live there....you are poor

9/16/2018 7:51 AM

70

overcoming the negative image Brainerd has cultivated over the years

9/15/2018 7:42 PM

71

The lack of spending and support for the health, safety and welfare of the people who live in
Brainerd.

9/15/2018 2:23 PM

72

To educate the public about the use of drugs and the harm it can do.

9/15/2018 2:20 PM

73

Maintaining what we have while making things better and retaining our "small town" feel.

9/15/2018 11:24 AM

74

Getting people to work together

9/15/2018 11:10 AM

75

The area economy. The median income level is relatively low.

9/14/2018 4:16 PM

76

besides the obvious lack of financial resources, we lack of community vision and buy in to a
shared vision; we are a bunch of very small communities that keep bumping into each other but
never really coming together to truly help each other and the community as a whole to thrive

9/14/2018 1:38 PM

77

??

9/14/2018 11:59 AM

78

There are a a lot of racist, homophobs, bigots, skinheads

9/14/2018 9:24 AM

79

Brainerd will need new residents to thrive. We need to develop experiences, amenities and
opportunities that attract folks from many walks of life.

9/14/2018 8:13 AM

80

competing with baxter

9/13/2018 4:36 PM

81

Poverty

9/13/2018 4:01 PM

82

The people who are here already who have trouble accepting the people who are coming.

9/13/2018 3:14 PM

83

Racist people that live here.

9/13/2018 2:48 PM

84

Our lack of an all inclusive vision of Brainerd and it's core values. We have numerous groups and
associations all saying they are working for Brainerd, and yet, none of them work together,
consistently,cooperatively, and put aside personal agendas for the betterment of our community.
There are sparks of hope, and then everything fizzles....

9/13/2018 2:23 PM

85

Downtown and highway 210 revitalization!

9/13/2018 2:04 PM

86

We need to invest in growth and diversity.

9/13/2018 1:37 PM

87

Growing with the times and sustaining the wonderful Historic areas of Brainerd.

9/13/2018 1:02 PM

88

enough living wage jobs

9/13/2018 12:58 PM

89

the division of people, cultures, finding common ground, being "real"

9/13/2018 12:43 PM

90

Good jobs

9/13/2018 12:17 PM

91

Making our downtown a vibrant destination.

9/13/2018 12:15 PM

92

Updating the look and feel of the city while keeping local charm.

9/13/2018 12:12 PM

93

Climate change

9/13/2018 12:08 PM
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94

Good jobs. High values and morals. Stop changing the rules to accommodate every cultural
difference in the world. When we don't share a common language, a common belief system,
common values, common accountability then we divide and separate the community and the town
becomes a place to avoid then it has no future.

9/13/2018 12:04 PM

95

The attitude around here seems to be well it's always worked before or it's always been that way.
There are so many opportunities for culture and innovation, but you don't see it in Brainerd.

9/13/2018 11:55 AM

96

Finding livable wage jobs, which allow for year around employment. Utilizing Central Lakes
College's programs as an opportunity to learn new skills.

9/13/2018 11:52 AM

97

A living wage

9/13/2018 11:39 AM

98

Baxter. Let's combine cities, not be in competition for resources

9/13/2018 11:34 AM

99

No comment

9/13/2018 11:32 AM

100

Too many people opposed to progress & change.

9/13/2018 11:29 AM

101

losing retail stores and providing better health care

9/13/2018 9:02 AM

102

Affordable housing

9/13/2018 3:04 AM

103

Too many rental properties that are not adequately maintained and/or too expensive rent for
families. Too many drug houses.

9/12/2018 6:57 PM

104

City council set in their old ways and not wanting this town to grow

9/12/2018 6:06 PM

105

The poverty of the city, the services the city offers, the nearly nonexistent pride of the city, family
friendly activities and events, safe places for people to go

9/12/2018 4:01 PM

106

What ideas to implement, and how to make changes.

9/12/2018 3:58 PM

107

keeping the downtown clean, safe, and friendly

9/12/2018 3:24 PM

108

The fact that this economy sucks and people complain about no work when everyone is hiring

9/12/2018 2:52 PM

109

entitlement.

9/12/2018 2:04 PM

110

Better jobs/better pay and rehab of downtown

9/12/2018 1:25 PM

111

Jobs and housings for everyone

9/12/2018 9:51 AM

112

Trusting those who are new to the area

9/11/2018 10:53 PM

113

Seasonality

9/11/2018 8:32 PM

114

people and housing - we need employees - open the borders!!!!

9/11/2018 2:55 PM

115

Disengaged small businesses downtown.

9/11/2018 10:57 AM

116

Keeping young people in the area to develop future leaders. No good paying jobs; limited
recreational options for those who are not outdoor enthusiasts; little available in-town real estate.
Really no commitment to upgrading the community overall to meet the desires of younger families.

9/7/2018 5:24 PM

117

Apathy from those in government that has bled into the general population, thinking that the only
way to improve your life is to leave town.

9/7/2018 3:19 PM

118

Spending our money wisely.

9/7/2018 9:30 AM

119

So many needs and not enough money.

9/6/2018 1:24 PM

120

income inequality.

9/5/2018 11:57 AM

121

Quality jobs, cost of housing, taxes.

9/5/2018 9:06 AM

122

rentals

9/5/2018 7:47 AM

123

mentioned in previous notes

9/4/2018 11:39 AM

124

Keeping young workers here.

9/4/2018 11:21 AM

125

Downtown and declining older neighborhoods.

9/4/2018 11:21 AM

126

Downtown and the water tower

9/1/2018 12:55 PM
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127

Like the nation, our community is deeply divided about whether we should stay in (or go back to)
the past or move forward into the unknown, sorta scary, future. We're not a railroad or paper mill or
state hospital town anymore but we can't quite decide what we will be or how we will pay for this
new identity.

8/31/2018 9:05 AM

128

Maintain positive momentum of the revitalization efforts throughout the city

8/30/2018 7:19 PM

129

Making people (& our council) that it won't happen overnight and that it takes time (& more
importantly) money to do it. The city is going to have to spend some money to draw the private
sector in or to finish projects.

8/30/2018 6:10 PM

130

Recognizing that majority of Brainerd is low income and in need of much better services. I am glad
services are available but they need improvement and more funding.

8/30/2018 5:14 PM

131

Is a community plan in the works? Are all generational needs being considered in making Brainerd
a livable community? Are all voices being invited to the table and more importantly, heard?

8/30/2018 2:09 PM

132

Ecomonic growth. There's not even a motel in Brainerd!

8/29/2018 2:16 PM

133

Financial problems and poverty

8/29/2018 10:52 AM

134

Lack of Private Investment

8/29/2018 7:45 AM

135

Drawing more people to utilize business in Brainerd.

8/28/2018 3:26 PM

136

Again, raise the tax base by enticing higher income earners to live within the city limit. The city's
low per capita income is a liability

8/28/2018 2:50 PM

137

Workforce

8/28/2018 12:22 PM

138

Lack of full-time decent paying jobs

8/28/2018 10:05 AM

139

Spending budget wisely. If cuts need to be made to complete a project, cut at the top not where
the workers are.

8/27/2018 3:20 PM

140

Growing number of elderly and not the same growth of young people in the community. We need
youth to help take care of us as we age. We need their ideas on our city council and other decision
making areas so they can help us into the future.

8/27/2018 2:18 PM

141

Affordable single family homes and affordable housing that allows pets.

8/27/2018 12:14 PM

142

old/new growth vs. same old

8/27/2018 11:33 AM

143

Affordable housing for families and the elderly.

8/27/2018 8:41 AM

144

Development of housing to meet the future needs of the area to support growth opportunities.

8/27/2018 7:33 AM

145

Transportation, bringing in small businesses. The city was very inventive with the Burlington
Railway Station!

8/26/2018 3:59 PM

146

Better promotion of our diverse economy so that highly skilled employees look at our region as a
great place for year round employment, not just occasional recreation. There are some great
companies in this region with excellent opportunities that are challenged to find enough of the
right/skilled employees in order to grow their businesses.

8/24/2018 9:31 PM

147

Smart growth. Tax base - if allowable create a sales tax dedicated to parks and recreation and
trails so the burden is on tourists and renters, not just land owners.

8/24/2018 8:46 PM

148

affordable housing and finding a work force to support the business needs.

8/24/2018 2:40 PM

149

Vision in City Leadership and the funds to make the necessary improvements. Landlords are
worried about cash flow and profit, not necessarily about providing improved, housing and
business opportunities for lower to mid-income families. Brainerd really needs to find ways to
promote the vested interest of homeownership.

8/24/2018 1:13 PM

150

Jobs that provide a living wage--industry--not more Walmarts, Costco or other "big box" stores
with no real community connection.

8/24/2018 12:04 PM

151

The high saturation of lower paying jobs and subsequently higher ratio of rental homes in our area.

8/24/2018 10:49 AM

152

Funds to make improvements.

8/24/2018 10:38 AM

153

Positioning for the future by making investments today while taking care of the deferred
maintenance that years of focus on keeping taxes low created.

8/24/2018 10:23 AM
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154

Breakdown of the family

8/24/2018 8:40 AM

155

We need an affordable public healthcare plan to relieve employers of that responsibility so they
can focus on paying living wages and attracting qualified skilled employees to the region.

8/24/2018 8:32 AM

156

Wage discrepancy. Until we have a minimum wage that is actually high enough for someone to live
on we're going to have people living in poverty and won't draw people here.

8/24/2018 8:27 AM

157

Lack of social service programs with adequate numbers of staff working at Crow Wing County.
Many services since 2009 have been scaled back and/or eliminated which leads people to more
desperate things such as crime, Drug and alcohol usage. The statistics show a 3 fold increase in
Meth in CWC since 2009. CWC admin lacks the preventive services that used to be in place prior
to 2009. We are in reaction mode instead of preventative mode.

8/24/2018 8:11 AM

158

For too long our leaders underfunded us in an effort to not raise taxes....the water tower is a prime
example. Other cities have a splash park, that is not even on the list here. Citizens have to raise
their own funds to do some things. It should be collaborative between the city and citizens.

8/24/2018 7:40 AM

159

city government stifles innovation to protect failing businesses for the sake of the status quo

8/24/2018 5:04 AM

160

mental health

8/23/2018 9:47 PM

161

more entertainment that keeps people downtown. the housing and bike lane have been mentioned.

8/23/2018 2:42 PM

162

LAZY PEOPLE WHO THINK THE ARE ENTITLED TO EVERYTHING THEY HAVE INSTEAD OF
WORKING FOR IT.

8/23/2018 11:20 AM

163

Fragmentation and duplication of services is a huge economic drain. Brainerd and Baxter should
merge. Cass and Crow Wing counties need cooperation, not competition.

8/23/2018 11:00 AM

164

Good paying jobs- not just here- nation wide

8/23/2018 9:20 AM

165

Substance abuse and drugs in the community/ mental health issues

8/23/2018 8:47 AM

166

Social emotional and relational health of all residents.

8/23/2018 8:47 AM

167

Businesses are constantly closing, there are no viable clothing retailers that offer affordable
options. Basically if you want a specific item in the area you order online or have to travel. (Yes,
we have small boutiques but they are specific to a demographic).

8/23/2018 8:31 AM

168

Growth - parking and road capacity.

8/23/2018 8:23 AM

169

jobs

8/23/2018 8:16 AM

170

keeping families together and supported

8/23/2018 8:06 AM

171

Yourselves - the idea that it doesn't happen here and not holding yourselves accountable. This
didn't happen overnight. It is the result of years of neglect. Recent changes (Last several years) to
improve the look and the feel of the area are good but you have to address the underground
network of drugs and other illicit activity with a higher priority. Its not always the tourist frequently it
is your own population.

8/23/2018 7:54 AM

172

Mental health CD and poverty

8/23/2018 7:39 AM

173

I think Jobs are a big issue.

8/23/2018 7:02 AM

174

Jobs

8/23/2018 12:44 AM

175

Losing residents and new homeowners to surrounding cities

8/22/2018 9:21 PM

176

Crime

8/22/2018 9:16 PM

177

Small-town anti-progressive thinking. Rednecks.

8/22/2018 9:43 AM

178

Lack of skilled labor.

8/22/2018 9:12 AM

179

Year round activity

8/22/2018 12:28 AM

180

Our leaders always looking for grants/ handouts. Can’t we pay for anything with tax dollars? We
must spend upfront to realize a long term gain. Water tower that is 100% our city character and our
city leaders threatened to tear it down??

8/21/2018 10:07 PM

181

Getting high paying jobs to come to Brainerd. Think high tech...

8/21/2018 5:04 PM

182

Rebuilding the historic charm of downtown to draw more people in.

8/21/2018 4:13 PM
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183

Poverty...low income level families...opportunities to do better and people who need to want to do
better...and drugs are a big problem

8/21/2018 3:25 PM

184

The need to pay the bill on all that is needed to just preserve our city infrastructure and provide the
basic public services not to mention all the nice add ons everyone always seems to want but we
have a fairly low average income in our city

8/21/2018 3:15 PM

185

More drugs and violent crimes. People don’t want to see that.

8/21/2018 2:11 PM

186

Lack of education/knowledge of residents

8/21/2018 1:38 PM

187

Money

8/21/2018 1:34 PM

188

HOMELESS MEN AND WOMEN

8/21/2018 11:52 AM

189

losing out to neighboring towns

8/21/2018 11:50 AM

190

Biggest challenge. - without a doubt is changing everyone's preconceived notion that Brainerd is
dirty, druggies, and unsafe. If you can change that. That would BE HUGE!! - to change this - We
either need to rehab and change all of the people that cause this stereotype... throw tons of money
into downtown brainerd, parks, buildings, ETC, or just evict all who cannot afford to live to our
expectation as a city. Otherwise - brainerd will quite frankly turn into a ghetto and no one will want
to live here or feel safe any more.

8/21/2018 11:17 AM

191

liveable wages and job opportunities

8/21/2018 9:48 AM

192

Competing with Baxter

8/21/2018 9:41 AM

193

Making Brainerd a destination again. Very few people actually come to the area for Brainerd, it’s
for the lakes, the shopping in Baxter and Nisswa. The restaurants in Baxter and around the lakes.
Brainerd is becoming obsolete!

8/21/2018 9:34 AM

194

Shedding the terrible reputation we've gained as a city.

8/20/2018 9:27 PM

195

Quality employment

8/17/2018 9:44 PM

196

I think it is that the local govt is always trying to increase revenue (taxes) in order to "provide more
services"(spending).

8/17/2018 5:43 PM

197

Aging properties

8/16/2018 5:11 PM

198

Sub par opportunities when it comes to shopping and enjoying a nice dinner out. It's sad that we
need to drive an hour or more and spend our money shopping and dining in St Cloud

8/16/2018 2:18 PM

199

Poverty

8/16/2018 12:24 AM

200

Getting around road construction. Seriously.

8/15/2018 11:20 AM

201

An economy that isn't self sufficient but is dependent on snowbirds and tourists. This place will
probably be wiped out in a recession.

8/14/2018 7:51 PM

202

Reasons people would want to come to the City of Brainerd. No businesses worth bypassing
Baxter Box stores for.

8/14/2018 2:48 AM

203

Employment, as well as housing.

8/14/2018 1:05 AM

204

Drugs

8/13/2018 8:36 PM

205

Poverty, crime, sad infrastructure

8/13/2018 6:49 PM

206

Money

8/13/2018 3:37 PM

207

Changing Brainerd's self perception; realizing that Brainerd is actually a world class place.

8/13/2018 1:49 PM

208

getting reasonably priced stores downtown, whether it be retail or restaurant.

8/12/2018 8:06 PM

209

people not getting along and discrimination of all types including those with disabilities.

8/4/2018 9:21 PM

210

Finding money and investors to focus on Brainerd.

8/2/2018 5:15 PM

211

Limited high paying jobs

8/2/2018 10:42 AM

212

Entitlement

8/1/2018 3:53 PM

213

City finances, housing, amenities to attract millennial.

8/1/2018 2:10 PM

214

Attracting solid businesses to downtown.

7/31/2018 3:47 PM
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215

poverty-need for higher paying jobs

7/30/2018 5:20 PM

216

Lack of resources in order to serve the community.

7/30/2018 12:06 PM

217

Convincing young people to move to the area. With respect, Elder generations are great but do not
offer much for improvement/moving forward.

7/30/2018 12:01 PM

218

Poverty and the socioeconomic wellness of Brainerd.

7/30/2018 11:51 AM

219

Lack of responsibility of low value rental unit owners to improve their properties

7/30/2018 10:48 AM

220

Business development.

7/30/2018 9:09 AM

221

City and county pride themselves on NO NEW TAXES when we need it to upgrade our amenities
and facilities.

7/28/2018 4:25 PM

222

Quality employment

7/27/2018 8:41 AM

223

opportunities for businesses in Brainerd.

7/25/2018 9:52 PM

224

Perception that Brainerd is managed for low income residents and we can't spend any extra
money to make it a beautiful community.

7/25/2018 2:32 PM

225

lack of a vision

7/24/2018 7:29 PM

226

The culture gap between young adults and the city council

7/24/2018 6:28 PM

227

to help one and other not hurt

7/24/2018 3:04 PM

228

Tax base. Needs to grow so we can do more cool things.

7/24/2018 11:54 AM

229

Attracting new retail and business to replace what has been lost.

7/24/2018 10:42 AM

230

Decreasing tax capacity to fund the basi infrastructure needs and an ever increasing need to
provide maintenance to the infrastructure.

7/23/2018 8:23 PM

231

The city's image

7/23/2018 7:53 PM

232

The biggest challenge that our town faces today is the debate over old versus new. Do people
enjoy more modern designs that are put up by large corporations that are based far away from
here, or do they enjoy an older aesthetic design with businesses run by people that live right within
our borders. We know which one benefits our area more, but it's up to the masses to truly decide,
and that is our biggest challenge right now.

7/23/2018 9:19 AM

233

improving our downtown area

7/22/2018 7:40 PM

234

Our struggling economy. Our core area is key.

7/22/2018 9:44 AM

235

Complete the effort to revitalize the downtown area.

7/21/2018 9:47 AM

236

Petty, selfish, arrogant people

7/21/2018 9:39 AM

237

Need high wage jobs

7/21/2018 6:41 AM

238

Honest realators for middle class!

7/20/2018 8:58 PM

239

Affordable living and decent paying jobs and great medical

7/20/2018 8:31 PM

240

Too many people who are comfortable living a low-income life. As I have been answering
questions about housing I"ve thought about some neighborhood improvements that have occurred,
but the stigma of some areas are there nonetheless.

7/20/2018 5:48 PM

241

Industrial growth.

7/20/2018 4:39 PM

242

Probably maintaining, let alone improving without raising taxes.

7/20/2018 4:35 PM

243

See previous comments

7/20/2018 4:23 PM

244

Money to get things better looking and to bring in the jobs

7/20/2018 3:27 PM

245

Bringing Brainerd above the low-income appearance it tends to give off.

7/20/2018 2:41 PM

246

I think the city leaders of the past century got complacent. We had mining, lumber, paper, a worldclass railroad. They didn't need to grow the city. It was easy. Now the world has changed and we
have to move beyond the tired, old industrial city of the 1900's. Reinvention. Renovation. We need
to see that pending on renovation is an investment, not a cost.

7/20/2018 2:28 PM
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247

Year round economy

7/20/2018 2:00 PM

248

People with money do not live in Brainerd. Current population is so transient. Many people who
live in Brainerd are afraid of what they think Brainerd is. Cops on foot patrol would help Brainerd’s
image & improve relationships w/residents, businesses & the city.

7/20/2018 1:31 PM

249

city funding

7/20/2018 1:29 PM

250

Living wage jobs and attracting tourists

7/20/2018 1:19 PM

251

Providing living-wage jobs so people can actually live the American dream.

7/20/2018 12:49 PM

252

Obstructive backwards governance

7/20/2018 12:40 PM

253

Low tax base, fixed income residents, original house owners moving out/dying leads to more
rentals

7/20/2018 12:39 PM

254

Perception and a good solid workforce

7/20/2018 12:22 PM

255

Money

7/20/2018 12:17 PM

256

Winter.

7/20/2018 10:54 AM

257

The city of Brainerd not doing anything to expand and pull in mor business

7/16/2018 11:23 PM

258

Recognizing the needs of our year round community members, not just for the tourists.

7/16/2018 11:54 AM

259

Lack of education (formal/informal) on part of residents which hinders creative/open thinking about
future growth of the Brainerd Lakes Area

7/15/2018 7:06 PM

260

While downtown is improving, its important to get people there. With the 371 bypass, many people
are unaware of downtown

7/15/2018 9:46 AM

261

Money to make all these dreams come true. Brainerd is a poor community for the full time
residents, we get shots of cash during the summer months but it's not anything we can ever count
on. Thus the need for better paying jobs so we can afford to give more to our community to fund
these great ideas.

7/14/2018 9:52 PM

262

Everything moving to Baxter and watching Brainerd die off a bit.

7/13/2018 2:15 PM

263

people that care

7/13/2018 8:27 AM

264

Ourselves.

7/13/2018 7:28 AM

265

Grinding our way through the issues the city council of the last 30 years has left for the current day
seatholders. There are going to have to be some unpopular decisions made, but ultimately for the
long term betterment of this city, no more passing the buck.

7/12/2018 10:02 PM

266

Getting companies on board to hire fulltime and give benefits. Also understanding there NEEDS to
be more rentals whether city council likes it or not.

7/12/2018 4:00 PM

267

Providing jobs to keep our graduates here, affordable elderly housing.

7/12/2018 3:48 PM

268

Affordable Housing

7/12/2018 3:35 PM

269

Mental health care, help with addictions, getting out of poverty. These things are the causes that
fuel other problems like unemployment and homelessness.

7/12/2018 2:41 PM

270

Global Warming? idk

7/12/2018 1:56 PM

271

Affordable housing, reliable transportation, and the divide between the "haves" and the "have
nots"

7/12/2018 12:21 PM

272

Ignoring the low income, less educated, the only people that really feel part of this community and
that their opinions matter are those in the higher socio-economic classes. BE MORE INCLUSIVE.

7/12/2018 11:57 AM

273

The income level here in Brainerd is definitely the biggest hurdle, I worked full time with over time
and was barely making 20 thousand a year. That's barely enough to pay for a years rent, food and
automobile needs.

7/12/2018 9:51 AM

274

CRIME seriously I know many people breaking their probation and even when turned in for selling
drugs out of their Hud rental nothing is done

7/11/2018 10:28 PM

275

Affordable living that's a place you want to live for cheap..

7/11/2018 1:51 PM

276

Drugs Crime Jobs Housing

7/11/2018 1:16 PM
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277

High paying job opportunities

7/11/2018 12:20 PM

278

Rich vs poor income levels

7/11/2018 12:20 PM

279

Not enough affordable things for people to do

7/11/2018 12:14 PM

280

attracting businesses

7/11/2018 12:02 PM

281

Agreeing to support efforts that benefit us as a community

7/11/2018 10:26 AM

282

Getting everyone on the same page

7/11/2018 10:17 AM

283

Looking like the city dies as soon as you cross the river

7/11/2018 10:09 AM

284

People 9n welfare and dont want to work

7/11/2018 9:08 AM

285

Economy, health care, affordable rent

7/11/2018 8:35 AM

286

Again, not all towns need to be a carbon copy of the cities.

7/11/2018 3:38 AM

287

Drugs and crime

7/11/2018 2:55 AM

288

Affordable housing, quality paying jobs, and safer streets.

7/11/2018 1:22 AM

289

Very few young adults set out to settle in brainerd

7/11/2018 1:09 AM

290

Everything...no seriously we have Democrats in this state that would rather tax our ability to
breathe just so he can give his cabinet members a promised raise of 35thousand each! If we can
get into a point of forcing government level shitbags to live and afford their lives on minimum wage,
we would see stuff changing...unfortunately our states lowest tax is also higher than other states
highest tax! We need to start getting the citizens money back to them...stop the high taxation...stop
the repair or repeated construction of the same roads, and so much more...then we can do what’s
needed elsewhere in the state!

7/11/2018 1:08 AM

291

Competing with eBay for shopping and keeping comfy town feel

7/11/2018 12:43 AM

292

Reversing decades of bad policies that tried to turn Brainerd into an auto-oriented suburb, and the
social expectations that come along with that. We have to find a way to embrace the strengths of
the traditional development approach our city is built upon.

7/11/2018 12:39 AM

293

Road rage!

7/11/2018 12:38 AM

294

Drugs, Housing

7/11/2018 12:31 AM

295

Our economy! Poorer jobs=less pay=people not being able to improve their houses=crummier
looking properties=makes Brainerd look like trash=people not wanting to visit and or live here.

7/11/2018 12:29 AM

296

Drugs and violence

7/11/2018 12:27 AM

297

Unskilled, undereducated kids and Better law enforcement.

7/11/2018 12:26 AM

298

Expantion and growth

7/11/2018 12:19 AM

299

Humanity

7/10/2018 11:46 PM

300

Need to find someplace where kids hangout instead of streets and getting in trouble!!! Plus need a
place shelter for the homeless!!

7/10/2018 11:32 PM

301

Jobs

7/10/2018 11:25 PM

302

Drugs

7/10/2018 11:09 PM

303

Housing

7/10/2018 11:08 PM

304

Instilling a sense of community to Brainerd. Everyone who was apart of it moved to Baxter, Crosby,
Little Falls or elsewhere.

7/10/2018 11:06 PM

305

A lot of minimum wage employment.

7/10/2018 8:10 PM

306

Jobs jobs jobs

7/10/2018 6:57 PM

307

Stupidty belief in mythology and ignorance

7/10/2018 4:37 PM

308

Getting more people involved in the Brainerd community to stay in the area.

7/10/2018 1:26 PM

309

Brining interest back to downtown.

7/10/2018 12:11 PM

310

Affordable housing.

7/10/2018 12:07 PM
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311

Keeping young families interested in staying here.

7/10/2018 9:29 AM

312

Adequate reasons to draw people into the city

7/9/2018 1:24 PM

313

Making downtown great again

7/7/2018 1:35 PM

314

Better paying jobs with benefits.

7/6/2018 6:31 PM

315

People seeing the importance of change

7/6/2018 6:18 PM

316

Re inviting who brainerd is and providing legitimate housing to its citizens.

7/5/2018 3:09 PM

317

decent paying jobs, and i havent even mentioned traffic yet , the road layouts are terrible, traffic is
a nightmare, and people cant drive

7/4/2018 3:22 PM

318

Jobs

7/3/2018 9:56 PM

319

Get out if the way! When a business considers relocating to Brsinerd, please consider asking them
HOW you can be of assistance rather than standing in their way! The city has defined itself as a
struggling city that is trying to reinvent itself. We don’t need to, we just need to encourage people
to plant it’s roots and stand back and watch it grow.

7/3/2018 9:09 PM

320

Help for the homeless

7/3/2018 7:54 PM

321

treat all business equal they are here paying taxes and some of the most frendly places to walk in
to

7/3/2018 7:38 PM

322

People breaking and entering, stealing. Kids bringing weapons to school. Kids and young adults
committing suicide.

7/3/2018 6:58 PM

323

The biggest challenge is to bring in businesses that draw in enough people to maintain success
and bring life back in to the city during a time of rebuilding, while the city may not be attractive yet
to locals or tourists alike.

7/3/2018 5:20 PM

324

Staying relevant in a virtual world.

7/3/2018 4:18 PM

325

perception

7/3/2018 4:18 PM

326

the politics and red tape.. no win situation when folks say one thing and do the opposite in the face
of adversity

7/3/2018 4:17 PM

327

families moving outside of city limits

7/3/2018 12:25 PM

328

Reviving the whole city of Brainerd. Making it a spotlight of the Brainerd lakes area. Keeping
citizens here and attaining more.

7/3/2018 8:59 AM
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Q19 Fill in the blank, Today the City of Brainerd is
_______________________:
Answered: 342

Skipped: 291

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

NA

9/17/2018 3:48 PM

2

Struggling

9/17/2018 3:06 PM

3

marginal at best

9/17/2018 11:30 AM

4

growing

9/17/2018 11:29 AM

5

needing industry jobs

9/17/2018 9:17 AM

6

Confused and a little stuck

9/17/2018 8:26 AM

7

Showing improvement.

9/17/2018 8:22 AM

8

Run down.

9/17/2018 8:12 AM

9

Not on 371 anymore

9/17/2018 7:59 AM

10

Flourishing compared to even 10-15 years ago.

9/16/2018 11:59 PM

11

Sketchy

9/16/2018 11:39 PM

12

Ghetto

9/16/2018 11:20 PM

13

Struggling

9/16/2018 11:11 PM

14

struggling

9/16/2018 10:35 PM

15

has a lot of potential, just needs some spiffing up.

9/16/2018 10:33 PM

16

An fairly economically diverse place, with some industrial, health care, and tourism based jobs.

9/16/2018 10:29 PM

17

aging and in need of revitalization

9/16/2018 10:03 PM

18

Mediocre

9/16/2018 9:56 PM

19

finding itself.

9/16/2018 9:56 PM

20

Fun for the old

9/16/2018 9:45 PM

21

Stagnent

9/16/2018 9:21 PM

22

Old and tired

9/16/2018 9:09 PM

23

Boring

9/16/2018 8:42 PM

24

Unfortunate.

9/16/2018 8:26 PM

25

Rundown

9/16/2018 8:22 PM

26

Nice for old people and tourists

9/16/2018 7:54 PM

27

In s state of flux, trying to find its identity.

9/16/2018 7:45 PM

28

stupid

9/16/2018 6:26 PM

29

Growing

9/16/2018 6:12 PM

30

At a stand still

9/16/2018 5:08 PM

31

Needing more focus to become relevant to more than just seasonal visitors

9/16/2018 5:01 PM

32

scary

9/16/2018 4:36 PM

33

Run down

9/16/2018 4:06 PM

34

in need of updates and restoration, at a reasonable price. Tear down the old white water tower!

9/16/2018 3:34 PM
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35

trying to survive. We cannot go backwards and must move forward together.

9/16/2018 3:03 PM

36

Starting to regenerate but needs more development friendly strategies and better housing.

9/16/2018 2:49 PM

37

Stagnant

9/16/2018 2:12 PM

38

Poor

9/16/2018 1:13 PM

39

Great

9/16/2018 12:57 PM

40

Rebuilding

9/16/2018 12:39 PM

41

Unattractive to even drive through.

9/16/2018 12:14 PM

42

Struggling

9/16/2018 12:12 PM

43

Run down and dangerous.

9/16/2018 12:01 PM

44

changing in the right direction

9/16/2018 11:53 AM

45

Falling apart. Not enough resources for young children and teens. Housing is sub par and many
neighborhoods need a lot of work.

9/16/2018 11:36 AM

46

a beautiful town that has not reached its full potential.

9/16/2018 11:23 AM

47

A dying city, losing big businesses like Herbergers and Penneys

9/16/2018 10:58 AM

48

In decline

9/16/2018 10:48 AM

49

Dying

9/16/2018 10:33 AM

50

hope-filled

9/16/2018 10:31 AM

51

Dated

9/16/2018 10:30 AM

52

In a state of decline

9/16/2018 10:14 AM

53

Stuck in the 70s.

9/16/2018 10:08 AM

54

Struggling

9/16/2018 10:06 AM

55

Sad

9/16/2018 10:03 AM

56

Boring, not much to do or see.

9/16/2018 9:51 AM

57

Failing

9/16/2018 9:30 AM

58

crumbling

9/16/2018 9:30 AM

59

Making a come back.

9/16/2018 9:26 AM

60

An old soul filled with character but in need of help and care.

9/16/2018 9:24 AM

61

Improving!

9/16/2018 9:23 AM

62

Filled with methheads,sexual predators and criminals from chicago

9/16/2018 9:21 AM

63

Slowly moving

9/16/2018 9:19 AM

64

hopeful

9/16/2018 9:15 AM

65

Failing

9/16/2018 9:00 AM

66

Struggling

9/16/2018 8:58 AM

67

Not leveraging its incredible assets

9/16/2018 8:53 AM

68

Deteriorating

9/16/2018 8:44 AM

69

fading

9/16/2018 8:39 AM

70

Old

9/16/2018 8:26 AM

71

Poor , sad and decaying

9/16/2018 7:52 AM

72

ignoring youth. Create a youth council & invest in resources for them.

9/15/2018 7:50 PM

73

Growing and jobs and housing will have to grow with it.

9/15/2018 2:35 PM

74

blah.

9/15/2018 2:32 PM
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75

Frustrating to drive in, but better than Baxter.

9/15/2018 11:25 AM

76

In need of a facelift and opportunities for employment with a livable wage and benefits

9/15/2018 11:15 AM

77

Growing

9/14/2018 4:17 PM

78

shabby and sad; at pit stop on the way to better things

9/14/2018 1:41 PM

79

Growing and improving

9/14/2018 11:59 AM

80

dead

9/14/2018 9:26 AM

81

is solid community that can improve

9/14/2018 8:16 AM

82

Poor

9/13/2018 4:04 PM

83

Evolving.

9/13/2018 3:18 PM

84

underappreciated

9/13/2018 2:29 PM

85

Moving ahead, albeit slowly...

9/13/2018 2:07 PM

86

Okay

9/13/2018 1:38 PM

87

struggling to grow, but downtown revitalization is a high point

9/13/2018 12:59 PM

88

wide open for growth in many areas

9/13/2018 12:44 PM

89

Reliving the past, minus the industry

9/13/2018 12:28 PM

90

loosing people to Baxter.

9/13/2018 12:18 PM

91

Old

9/13/2018 12:14 PM

92

maintaining itself in a leaky boat.

9/13/2018 12:12 PM

93

Old and dirty.

9/13/2018 11:56 AM

94

sustaining

9/13/2018 11:53 AM

95

Dirty

9/13/2018 11:43 AM

96

busy with infrastructural happenings; roadways, old water tower, downtown business

9/13/2018 11:42 AM

97

Trying to reestablish itself

9/13/2018 11:35 AM

98

Changing

9/13/2018 11:33 AM

99

Heading in the right direction

9/13/2018 11:31 AM

100

struggling

9/13/2018 9:04 AM

101

The city of Baxter's poor brother. Getting run down and not attractive any longer.

9/13/2018 7:55 AM

102

Filled with drug users and rents that are ridiculously high.

9/13/2018 3:07 AM

103

On the verge of great revival. Further direction is needed to accomplish reasonable goals.

9/12/2018 11:33 PM

104

Dying

9/12/2018 6:08 PM

105

Depressed

9/12/2018 4:04 PM

106

a work in progress

9/12/2018 3:26 PM

107

Dying

9/12/2018 2:52 PM

108

Growing

9/12/2018 2:05 PM

109

Full of potential

9/12/2018 2:03 PM

110

Bland

9/12/2018 1:34 PM

111

good place to visit

9/12/2018 10:00 AM

112

A city that needs revamping to bring it to it back to its glory days “feeling” again.

9/12/2018 6:01 AM

113

growing seeking new direction

9/11/2018 8:34 PM

114

not as attractive as Baxter

9/11/2018 2:57 PM

115

Tired

9/11/2018 11:00 AM
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116

struggling.

9/7/2018 5:26 PM

117

struggling with the outcome of decades of poor decisions and the loss of good jobs via
globalization and economic downturns.

9/7/2018 3:40 PM

118

Growing

9/7/2018 9:34 AM

119

moving forward!

9/6/2018 1:43 PM

120

struggling

9/5/2018 11:58 AM

121

in desperate need of revitalization.

9/5/2018 9:09 AM

122

growing

9/5/2018 7:48 AM

123

moving towards improving the downtown area

9/4/2018 11:50 AM

124

Moving forward with a lot to accomplish.

9/4/2018 11:27 AM

125

Improving.

9/4/2018 11:22 AM

126

a small city looking to become a more significant presence in Minnesota.

9/4/2018 10:32 AM

127

Flourishing

9/2/2018 10:00 PM

128

Needing to do some cleaning up.

9/1/2018 1:00 PM

129

growing

8/31/2018 2:37 PM

130

Okay, but lack luster

8/31/2018 11:50 AM

131

Getting better.

8/31/2018 11:36 AM

132

Adequate for the business at hand right now. Is there an eye toward innovation?

8/31/2018 9:10 AM

133

Tired

8/30/2018 7:20 PM

134

trending in the right direction as far as awareness and the WANT TO attitude.

8/30/2018 6:15 PM

135

A decent place to live but needs many improvements. Many of us feel the city places profit and
making the town look nice over addressing the needs of its citizens.

8/30/2018 5:17 PM

136

a way to another destination in which I can live, work and play.

8/30/2018 2:26 PM

137

Progressing in the right direction

8/29/2018 2:18 PM

138

under construction.

8/29/2018 10:53 AM

139

Really Cool: Old downtown, river, water tower, etc.

8/29/2018 7:46 AM

140

Old

8/28/2018 3:27 PM

141

not too bad

8/28/2018 2:52 PM

142

On the right path to improvement.

8/28/2018 12:23 PM

143

slowly losing its tourism and viability

8/28/2018 12:02 PM

144

growing

8/28/2018 10:06 AM

145

a town with a lot of possibilities.

8/27/2018 3:21 PM

146

not growing as fast as other communities around us. Baxter has all the newer businesses,
apartments, streets and Brainerd is the old community.

8/27/2018 2:24 PM

147

slowly declining.

8/27/2018 12:15 PM

148

changing

8/27/2018 11:34 AM

149

improving

8/27/2018 8:42 AM

150

faced with the economic realities of stagnant growth experienced in recent years.

8/27/2018 7:36 AM

151

struggling with remain vibrant

8/26/2018 4:01 PM

152

Reinventing itself

8/24/2018 9:33 PM

153

Progressing.

8/24/2018 8:48 PM

154

making slow steps in leadership change to allow the forward growth our community needs.

8/24/2018 1:27 PM
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155

a ghetto.

8/24/2018 12:07 PM

156

At a fork in the road where next steps are critical to our future.

8/24/2018 10:52 AM

157

Somewhat loosing it's vibrance.

8/24/2018 10:46 AM

158

the brand name of the area, but left behind as other elements of the community have attracted
more citizens, businesses, opportunities and tax base.

8/24/2018 10:33 AM

159

On the verge of becoming a classic destination city or a just a pass through town.

8/24/2018 9:12 AM

160

caught between some old school thinking that resists change and the inevitability of change.

8/24/2018 8:45 AM

161

Full of potential

8/24/2018 8:36 AM

162

on the rise.

8/24/2018 8:31 AM

163

an aging city that has not kept up with the needs and wants of the community

8/24/2018 8:23 AM

164

coming back. Downtown revitalization is happening. ! New leaders are emerging that have vision.

8/24/2018 7:42 AM

165

dying, dead

8/24/2018 5:07 AM

166

hopefully partnering with the school district

8/23/2018 9:48 PM

167

on it's way to becoming a regional destination

8/23/2018 2:44 PM

168

economically strapped. Good leadership can't do much w/o funds.

8/23/2018 11:03 AM

169

sweet and kind

8/23/2018 9:23 AM

170

Remodeling and refocusing. New roads and new attempts at renovation of the image of the
downtown area

8/23/2018 8:51 AM

171

in transition

8/23/2018 8:48 AM

172

An affordable place to live.

8/23/2018 8:36 AM

173

trying to improve for the future

8/23/2018 8:33 AM

174

Small town living

8/23/2018 8:17 AM

175

a good place to live and raise families.

8/23/2018 8:11 AM

176

a work in progress.

8/23/2018 7:56 AM

177

Doing better than 10 years ago

8/23/2018 7:41 AM

178

A work in progress

8/23/2018 7:40 AM

179

Nearly impossible to navigate due to road construction all summer

8/23/2018 7:06 AM

180

a growing community.

8/23/2018 7:05 AM

181

Becoming a slum

8/23/2018 12:49 AM

182

Aging from an aesthetic viewpoint and struggling to keep up with the trendy cities surrounding it

8/22/2018 9:24 PM

183

Struggling/aging, run down.

8/22/2018 9:20 PM

184

Becoming more diverse, this is a good thinking. Not always welcoming to people of color, this is a
sad thing.

8/22/2018 9:45 AM

185

A tourist destination

8/22/2018 9:26 AM

186

Busy thanks to Lakes Area Music Festival

8/22/2018 12:29 AM

187

Hopeful

8/21/2018 10:10 PM

188

Not keeping up with city infrastructure - especially streets

8/21/2018 5:13 PM

189

Evolving. Working on a greater vision to restore the historic charm.

8/21/2018 4:15 PM

190

not as great as I once thought it was

8/21/2018 3:28 PM

191

Not where we want to be but headed in the right direction

8/21/2018 3:17 PM

192

In transition.

8/21/2018 2:14 PM

193

Above average

8/21/2018 1:40 PM
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194

So so

8/21/2018 1:35 PM

195

SCREAMING HELP AT THE TOP OF IT'S LUNGS

8/21/2018 11:54 AM

196

"Trying"

8/21/2018 11:21 AM

197

Struggling

8/21/2018 10:44 AM

198

messed up in the priorities of the leaders

8/21/2018 9:50 AM

199

Doing ok

8/21/2018 9:43 AM

200

Falling behind

8/21/2018 9:35 AM

201

crumbling at it's foundation.

8/20/2018 9:28 PM

202

Going through a revival.

8/17/2018 9:45 PM

203

Not sure of who they want to be in the future.

8/17/2018 5:47 PM

204

Worn

8/16/2018 5:13 PM

205

An embarrassment to economic growth and community involvement

8/16/2018 2:22 PM

206

A good place to raise children.

8/16/2018 12:26 AM

207

making strides

8/15/2018 11:22 AM

208

dying

8/14/2018 2:49 AM

209

Growing

8/14/2018 1:07 AM

210

Renovating

8/13/2018 8:38 PM

211

Sad

8/13/2018 6:49 PM

212

Nearsighted.

8/13/2018 3:42 PM

213

struggling to improve

8/13/2018 3:14 PM

214

A city with an inferiority complex. Brainerd doesn't realize how wonderful a city it really is.

8/13/2018 1:56 PM

215

dying

8/12/2018 8:07 PM

216

old

8/4/2018 9:24 PM

217

A bit run down.

8/2/2018 5:16 PM

218

in trouble.

8/2/2018 4:03 PM

219

falling behind

8/2/2018 10:44 AM

220

Thriving and growing

8/1/2018 3:55 PM

221

Casting off it anti attitude ande finding hope and promise in a new vision for tomorrow.

8/1/2018 2:15 PM

222

On the cusp of significant growth

7/31/2018 3:49 PM

223

dying

7/30/2018 5:22 PM

224

Growing.

7/30/2018 12:07 PM

225

Changing to fill the needs of the elite.

7/30/2018 12:07 PM

226

a shopping hole, tourist trap, geriatrics ward.

7/30/2018 12:03 PM

227

at a crossroad for an opportunity to make significant long range improvements to help change the
demographics of the community in a positive way

7/30/2018 10:58 AM

228

Struggling.

7/30/2018 9:15 AM

229

Trying to get out of it's stagnant existence.

7/28/2018 4:27 PM

230

Changing!

7/27/2018 8:42 AM

231

Rooted in history/past

7/25/2018 9:59 PM

232

struggling with the budget.

7/25/2018 2:35 PM

233

neglected

7/24/2018 7:32 PM

151 / 177

IMAGINEbrainerd - Brainerd's Vision for the Future
234

Outdated

7/24/2018 6:35 PM

235

not united

7/24/2018 3:06 PM

236

On the move forward.

7/24/2018 11:55 AM

237

In need of new vision for a modern city.

7/24/2018 10:47 AM

238

A small city with a lot of potential and a lot of challenges.

7/23/2018 8:28 PM

239

Stagnating

7/23/2018 7:54 PM

240

Making a comeback

7/23/2018 9:34 AM

241

struggling to maintain and improve its identity

7/22/2018 7:46 PM

242

progressing.

7/22/2018 9:48 AM

243

Static and striving to reinvent itself after many years of conservatism of just “making do”.

7/21/2018 9:54 AM

244

not fulfilling its potential.

7/21/2018 9:43 AM

245

Trying to make improvements in downtown. It is a slow process. There is a lot of talk, but little
action.

7/21/2018 8:05 AM

246

Not doing well

7/21/2018 6:43 AM

247

A nice place to live and visit but lacks things to do.

7/20/2018 8:36 PM

248

Old and worn out with no good leader.

7/20/2018 8:09 PM

249

Caring and recognizes the opportunity to improve.

7/20/2018 6:44 PM

250

nothing but road construction

7/20/2018 5:52 PM

251

Attempting to become a more attractive city in which to live and raise a family.

7/20/2018 4:44 PM

252

improving

7/20/2018 4:38 PM

253

Challenged by its residents that are low income, underemployed & dependent government
subsidies.

7/20/2018 4:29 PM

254

Old

7/20/2018 3:28 PM

255

trying to improve.

7/20/2018 2:42 PM

256

Changing for the better

7/20/2018 2:30 PM

257

A place to leave quickly

7/20/2018 2:01 PM

258

a good place to raise a family. However it is not willing to take the steps to encourage families to
move there or keep them living there.

7/20/2018 1:35 PM

259

growing

7/20/2018 1:30 PM

260

Nearly dead and run down.

7/20/2018 1:22 PM

261

Hopeful

7/20/2018 12:52 PM

262

lacking vision beyond redoing the sidewalks AGAIN!

7/20/2018 12:41 PM

263

Stuck in the past

7/20/2018 12:41 PM

264

Struggling to find its identity and path

7/20/2018 12:23 PM

265

old and worn down

7/20/2018 12:18 PM

266

at a crossroads of great opportunity. It can either change with the times and possibly grow
immensely, or it can simply maintain the same old as it has for a very long time.

7/20/2018 11:18 AM

267

Growing

7/18/2018 11:51 AM

268

needing affordable housing and public transportation.

7/17/2018 10:50 AM

269

Lacking

7/16/2018 11:24 PM

270

in flux (a time of transition)

7/16/2018 11:56 AM

271

Uninformed

7/16/2018 11:31 AM
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272

Attempting to improve in terms of retail, healthcare, arts/culture, education, etc.

7/15/2018 7:09 PM

273

Changing for the better

7/15/2018 9:48 AM

274

Uninteresting.

7/14/2018 9:58 PM

275

In need of a facelift.

7/13/2018 2:16 PM

276

Changing

7/13/2018 8:28 AM

277

The City of Brainerd. Nothing special except a governmental unit that collects excessive taxes and
provides minimum services.

7/13/2018 7:34 AM

278

Better than it was 5 years ago, I just hope our city leaders understand that there is a long way to
go.

7/12/2018 10:05 PM

279

Run down

7/12/2018 4:01 PM

280

Trying to improve itself.

7/12/2018 3:51 PM

281

Blind to the current housing and homeless issues

7/12/2018 3:37 PM

282

sinning their wheels.

7/12/2018 2:54 PM

283

Closed Minded

7/12/2018 1:59 PM

284

hopeful?

7/12/2018 12:23 PM

285

in need of improvement in housing and business. Everything is in Baxter mostly.

7/12/2018 11:58 AM

286

A backwoods, dying city.

7/12/2018 9:57 AM

287

A haven for criminals and slum lords that continue to rent to them

7/11/2018 10:31 PM

288

Hectic right now

7/11/2018 1:53 PM

289

Not very good

7/11/2018 1:16 PM

290

Run down

7/11/2018 12:22 PM

291

An opportunity

7/11/2018 12:21 PM

292

loverly to visit

7/11/2018 12:03 PM

293

A place to drive through

7/11/2018 10:29 AM

294

Slowly dying

7/11/2018 10:18 AM

295

Run down

7/11/2018 10:11 AM

296

Nice

7/11/2018 9:10 AM

297

To expensive to live, can't afford transportation, can't afford food, can't afford health care, and
sometimes can't afford to live.

7/11/2018 8:48 AM

298

A meth infested, petty theft infused dead city with no growth

7/11/2018 6:43 AM

299

.....losing it's soul.

7/11/2018 3:47 AM

300

At a crossroad between greatness and complacency.

7/11/2018 2:58 AM

301

Lively but lacking

7/11/2018 1:23 AM

302

Worn

7/11/2018 1:11 AM

303

A hell hole

7/11/2018 1:10 AM

304

Full of cars but nice people

7/11/2018 12:44 AM

305

confused and fragile, but starting to rouse itself in places.

7/11/2018 12:42 AM

306

Struggling

7/11/2018 12:40 AM

307

becoming more family friendly in down town area. It is looking a lot cleaner and well kept.

7/11/2018 12:34 AM

308

trashy.

7/11/2018 12:30 AM

309

Stuck in a huge rut.

7/11/2018 12:29 AM

310

Not near as good as it was 10 years ago

7/11/2018 12:28 AM
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311

The same as it was ten years ago.

7/11/2018 12:21 AM

312

Growing exponentially

7/10/2018 11:46 PM

313

Ok

7/10/2018 11:34 PM

314

Falling behind the times.

7/10/2018 11:25 PM

315

Dull

7/10/2018 11:10 PM

316

down but not out

7/10/2018 11:09 PM

317

Trying to get better.

7/10/2018 11:09 PM

318

Historic

7/10/2018 6:59 PM

319

Lost, in history and needs a clear and completly different vision than anything it has experienced
historically

7/10/2018 4:41 PM

320

Moving in the right direction after decades of stagnation.

7/10/2018 2:03 PM

321

Nice weather with lots of mosquitoes. I think Pequot has bean hole days... :-/ I don’t know what
that really means but I stopped once a few years ago when I saw it driving by to the cabin. I don’t
know what’s going on in brainerd today.

7/10/2018 1:43 PM

322

?

7/10/2018 12:12 PM

323

Emerging as the place to come and explore.

7/10/2018 12:09 PM

324

committed to making improvements and has started taking the first steps.

7/10/2018 10:57 AM

325

Evolving.

7/10/2018 9:31 AM

326

Gaining momentum and interest in vitalizing downtown and developing riverfront

7/9/2018 1:27 PM

327

Old

7/7/2018 1:36 PM

328

Inactive

7/6/2018 6:32 PM

329

Old

7/6/2018 6:19 PM

330

Recovering from years of neglect

7/5/2018 3:13 PM

331

quite frankly... a dump

7/4/2018 3:24 PM

332

not striving

7/3/2018 9:58 PM

333

Trying.

7/3/2018 9:12 PM

334

Slowly making a comeback

7/3/2018 7:55 PM

335

back ass back wards

7/3/2018 7:40 PM

336

Making progress

7/3/2018 7:28 PM

337

A nice place to live but can use better services.

7/3/2018 7:02 PM

338

Neglected

7/3/2018 5:25 PM

339

situated well for the future.

7/3/2018 4:23 PM

340

Unrealistic

7/3/2018 4:20 PM

341

broken

7/3/2018 4:18 PM

342

transition

7/3/2018 12:27 PM

154 / 177

IMAGINEbrainerd - Brainerd's Vision for the Future

Q20 Fill in the blank, Tomorrow the City of Brainerd will be
__________________________:
Answered: 336

Skipped: 297

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

NA

9/17/2018 3:48 PM

2

Better

9/17/2018 3:06 PM

3

improving

9/17/2018 11:30 AM

4

Invested in the community as a whole

9/17/2018 11:29 AM

5

needing work jobs

9/17/2018 9:17 AM

6

An example of how a regional hub can create, grow and sustain and grow its people through
occupational, recreational and relational opportunities.

9/17/2018 8:26 AM

7

Better.

9/17/2018 8:22 AM

8

Run down if nothing changes.

9/17/2018 8:12 AM

9

A small suburb of Baxter

9/17/2018 7:59 AM

10

A beautiful area to work and play; to be enjoyed by all.

9/16/2018 11:59 PM

11

A destination

9/16/2018 11:39 PM

12

Ghetto

9/16/2018 11:20 PM

13

Struggling but more aware

9/16/2018 11:11 PM

14

unsafe if changes aren't made

9/16/2018 10:35 PM

15

the new tourist destination.

9/16/2018 10:33 PM

16

A little more close knit and open community with a more local camaraderie.

9/16/2018 10:29 PM

17

an attractive place to start a business with a reason for tourists and locals to visit it instead of
Baxter.

9/16/2018 10:03 PM

18

Better hopefully

9/16/2018 9:56 PM

19

authentic.

9/16/2018 9:56 PM

20

Fun for all walks of life.

9/16/2018 9:45 PM

21

Looking to the future

9/16/2018 9:21 PM

22

Can we embrace the change that is needed?

9/16/2018 9:09 PM

23

Hopefully exciting

9/16/2018 8:42 PM

24

Hopefully, a step above Unfortunate.

9/16/2018 8:26 PM

25

Still rundown

9/16/2018 8:22 PM

26

Same old same old

9/16/2018 7:54 PM

27

a destination city that people want to visit and hope to live.

9/16/2018 7:45 PM

28

still stupid

9/16/2018 6:26 PM

29

stonger

9/16/2018 6:12 PM

30

Hopefully better

9/16/2018 5:08 PM

31

Needing the leadership to make change happen.

9/16/2018 5:01 PM

32

safe?

9/16/2018 4:36 PM
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33

just the same

9/16/2018 3:34 PM

34

better than today, but still unknown how to make it better.

9/16/2018 3:03 PM

35

Vibrant, active and charming!

9/16/2018 2:49 PM

36

Improving

9/16/2018 2:12 PM

37

Prosperous

9/16/2018 1:13 PM

38

Better

9/16/2018 12:57 PM

39

A destination place to visit, not just for the Lakes. A booming economy that will attract more
companies and people to the area.

9/16/2018 12:39 PM

40

Bustling, not just along the main highways, but downtown.

9/16/2018 12:14 PM

41

still struggling.

9/16/2018 12:12 PM

42

THE place to go to eat, shop, enjoy the outdoor setting, learn about history, be active and happy!

9/16/2018 12:01 PM

43

home to even more arts and culture to compliment the natural beauty and recreation.

9/16/2018 11:53 AM

44

better only if people stay vigilant to its needs.

9/16/2018 11:23 AM

45

A beautiful place to live and work.

9/16/2018 10:58 AM

46

a city with diverse and expanding employment opportunities and a welcoming downtown with
restaurants, shopping, and housing

9/16/2018 10:48 AM

47

Hopefully filled with growth and opportunity

9/16/2018 10:33 AM

48

embrace a bright future or regret missed opportunity

9/16/2018 10:31 AM

49

A city truly accommodating those that live here so we don’t have to get in the car to shop

9/16/2018 10:30 AM

50

A thriving community

9/16/2018 10:14 AM

51

Innovative and open to opportunities and change

9/16/2018 10:08 AM

52

Struggling unless we get young blood into the city

9/16/2018 10:06 AM

53

Nothing if we don't do something about it

9/16/2018 10:03 AM

54

Filled with excitement, listening to music, eating great food, biking, walking, shopping in little home
owned shops and connected to our River.

9/16/2018 9:51 AM

55

Worse

9/16/2018 9:30 AM

56

a ghost town

9/16/2018 9:30 AM

57

A model of a livable community. (We have all the elements available, will we use them?)

9/16/2018 9:26 AM

58

An old soul with character with new unique clothes, a health check up, and a strong sense of self
worth.

9/16/2018 9:24 AM

59

A thriving community

9/16/2018 9:23 AM

60

The same

9/16/2018 9:21 AM

61

Possibly taken down by zombies

9/16/2018 9:19 AM

62

friendly shopping - restaurants and entertainment

9/16/2018 9:15 AM

63

Failing if we do not look for more opportunity.

9/16/2018 9:00 AM

64

Thriving

9/16/2018 8:58 AM

65

The economic and retail hub of Crow Wing County with an historical charming downtown and
housing stock in its neighborhoods.

9/16/2018 8:53 AM

66

Depends on what people make happen..could be worse or better.

9/16/2018 8:44 AM

67

stronger

9/16/2018 8:39 AM

68

Good

9/16/2018 8:26 AM

69

Smaller and poorer with more illicit drug use

9/16/2018 7:52 AM
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70

taking an honest look at the results of this survey. Look at the input given, not just the input that fits
with your mindset.

9/15/2018 7:50 PM

71

A thriving community.

9/15/2018 2:35 PM

72

exciting.

9/15/2018 2:32 PM

73

If we keep on this track, it will be busier and overcrowded, with way more traffic.

9/15/2018 11:25 AM

74

Growing and serving the residents physically, emotionally, and offering opportunities for most to
find happiness

9/15/2018 11:15 AM

75

More populated.

9/14/2018 4:17 PM

76

a thriving, vibrant community that embraces our history and celebrates diversity in all its forms

9/14/2018 1:41 PM

77

?

9/14/2018 11:59 AM

78

buried

9/14/2018 9:26 AM

79

an vibrant, attractive and healthy community; a top choice city for people to live

9/14/2018 8:16 AM

80

Innovative

9/13/2018 4:04 PM

81

Better.

9/13/2018 3:18 PM

82

stronger with a unified core value and mission statement

9/13/2018 2:29 PM

83

... a happening, artistic and eclectic community with many job opportunities for folks of all ages.

9/13/2018 2:07 PM

84

Awesome

9/13/2018 1:38 PM

85

older and more rundown unless we continue to invest

9/13/2018 12:59 PM

86

looking toward as sustainable future, taking advantage of our natural amenities (like the river) and
creating a livable small town economy

9/13/2018 12:28 PM

87

full of walking trails leading to retail downtown.

9/13/2018 12:18 PM

88

Easy to navigate and full of amenities

9/13/2018 12:14 PM

89

drowning unless it start holding EVERYONE accountable.

9/13/2018 12:12 PM

90

Youthful, vibrant, and healthy.

9/13/2018 11:56 AM

91

thriving

9/13/2018 11:53 AM

92

Clean with more livable wage jobs

9/13/2018 11:43 AM

93

a better place

9/13/2018 11:42 AM

94

A community that welcomes diversity

9/13/2018 11:35 AM

95

Don't know. Isn't that why we're doing this?

9/13/2018 11:33 AM

96

who knows?

9/13/2018 9:04 AM

97

An attractive place to live

9/13/2018 7:55 AM

98

Family friendly and a safe and affordable town to raise a family

9/13/2018 3:07 AM

99

An iconic hub of government, education and business.

9/12/2018 11:33 PM

100

The same

9/12/2018 7:56 PM

101

Dying unless we change the path we are on

9/12/2018 6:08 PM

102

Depressed

9/12/2018 4:04 PM

103

A better, safe and attractive place to live, work, and play

9/12/2018 4:01 PM

104

we will see

9/12/2018 3:26 PM

105

Hopefully alive

9/12/2018 2:52 PM

106

Succeeding.

9/12/2018 2:05 PM

107

The same?

9/12/2018 2:03 PM

108

Alive

9/12/2018 1:34 PM
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109

Transportation will have to improve Space for people to enjoy medcial housing educators

9/12/2018 10:00 AM

110

gone or be overshadowed by our neighbors to the west if changes are not made today.

9/12/2018 6:01 AM

111

Diverse

9/11/2018 10:56 PM

112

One of America's Hometowns

9/11/2018 8:34 PM

113

more attractive if we take advantage of what God has given us

9/11/2018 2:57 PM

114

A destination town with boutique shops, great dinning, arts and entertainment.

9/11/2018 11:00 AM

115

trying to grow.

9/7/2018 5:26 PM

116

seeing a new revival of good-paying jobs, neighborhoods that are primarily owner-occupied with
working families, and a vibrant arts and culture scene downtown and along the river.

9/7/2018 3:40 PM

117

Growing

9/7/2018 9:34 AM

118

on the brink of a new look and feel for the city with greater retail, recreation, and arts and
entertainment opportunities with the riverfront taking center stage as a destination.

9/6/2018 1:43 PM

119

struggling unless city council starts making better decisions

9/5/2018 11:58 AM

120

filled with a quality hotel, unique shops, and a year round destination

9/5/2018 9:09 AM

121

hopefully be growing

9/5/2018 7:48 AM

122

continuing to improve the downtown area and transportation opportunities!

9/4/2018 11:50 AM

123

Better because of the effort being put forward.

9/4/2018 11:27 AM

124

More attractive to tourists and potential residents.

9/4/2018 11:22 AM

125

a manufacturing hub in central Minnesota that will face a critical human resource shortage.

9/4/2018 10:32 AM

126

Positioned for longevity

9/2/2018 10:00 PM

127

A place that draws families in rather than losing then to Baxter and Nisswa.

9/1/2018 1:00 PM

128

strong

8/31/2018 2:37 PM

129

Vibrant, smart, connected to nature and encouraging of healthy lifestyle/wellness, Greenconscious at every level,

8/31/2018 11:50 AM

130

Who knows..……………….

8/31/2018 11:36 AM

131

It depends on how we handle this moment, whether we seize it and make the changes we need to
make this place a shining star in Central MN or let us pass us by and stay right we are.

8/31/2018 9:10 AM

132

Multi- faceted

8/30/2018 7:20 PM

133

a greater place with amenities to draw people in, if we can keep on moving forward.

8/30/2018 6:15 PM

134

Hopefully improved and more open to what it's citizens want.

8/30/2018 5:17 PM

135

a destination because it has a beautiful and vibrant downtown area full of unique and interesting
retail shops, restaurants and community events. Places are accessible by safe and well-lit walking
paths or through a variety of transportation options. The edges of the community are pleasing to
the eye and emit energy so that I want to revisit soon.

8/30/2018 2:26 PM

136

Better than it is today.

8/29/2018 2:18 PM

137

Working towards becoming better with the help of community partners.

8/29/2018 10:53 AM

138

Doubled in size, or gone.

8/29/2018 7:46 AM

139

vibrant

8/28/2018 3:27 PM

140

a little better

8/28/2018 2:52 PM

141

A more vibrant attractive community.

8/28/2018 12:23 PM

142

enhancing its natural features and providing better tourism opportunities

8/28/2018 12:02 PM

143

modern

8/28/2018 10:06 AM

144

a great place to be if the people "in charge" do their homework an plan carefully.

8/27/2018 3:21 PM
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145

Left behind if we don't make the necessary steps needed to attract young families.

8/27/2018 2:24 PM

146

hopefully a vibrant community.

8/27/2018 12:15 PM

147

thriving

8/27/2018 11:34 AM

148

BETTER

8/27/2018 8:42 AM

149

part of the growth of the Brainerd Lakes Area.

8/27/2018 7:36 AM

150

through innovation and ideas will be thriving community.

8/26/2018 4:01 PM

151

Prosperous

8/24/2018 9:33 PM

152

More attractive - a destination.

8/24/2018 8:48 PM

153

can be seen as a destination for young families and businesses as well as a sustainable draw of
our seasonal guests to enjoy spending time downtown. Again, let Baxter be the crazy busy retail
and traffic center....let Brainerd be unique, special, and where the family events occur. Think
Nisswa, Stillwater, Duluth Harbor area.

8/24/2018 1:27 PM

154

A growing, job producing, progressive city attracting intelligent, well-informed citizens will to take
leadership positions and move the city forward.

8/24/2018 12:07 PM

155

Hopefully a destination of choice with all the amenities for families to enjoy a high quality of life.

8/24/2018 10:52 AM

156

Possibly the City of the future with vibrant development.

8/24/2018 10:46 AM

157

the place to experience the historic and environmental/ecological roots of the area as an upscale
place live and work. The combination of the river, nationally renowned trails, education, jobs,
amenities and attractive, but affordable housing, will be help Brainerd/Baxter to be named one of
the best places to live in the upper midwest.

8/24/2018 10:33 AM

158

Cleaner, Safer, and Booming.

8/24/2018 9:12 AM

159

better

8/24/2018 8:45 AM

160

a Beautiful small city with great jobs, full of amenities

8/24/2018 8:36 AM

161

a diverse community offering a range of quality jobs, housing options and a variety of cultural,
social and dining options.

8/24/2018 8:31 AM

162

a vibrant, proactive city that welcomes/has excellent customer service has unique opportunities of
interest for its citizens and travelers.

8/24/2018 8:23 AM

163

Historic, eclectic, interesting place to live that offers citizens wonderful choices for jobs, recreation
and entertainment.

8/24/2018 7:42 AM

164

able to attract innovative business

8/24/2018 5:07 AM

165

a leader in connections to public education with business to school partnerships

8/23/2018 9:48 PM

166

a place we want to take our families and spend time/money

8/23/2018 2:44 PM

167

what we make it by our decisions today.

8/23/2018 11:03 AM

168

kind and full of opportunity for all

8/23/2018 9:23 AM

169

Productive secondary to the people and the organizations that have the ability to demonstrate and
drive positive focus

8/23/2018 8:51 AM

170

a better pace to live

8/23/2018 8:48 AM

171

A preferred city people want to move to because it is safe, clean neighborhoods, great parks and
strong economy.

8/23/2018 8:36 AM

172

attracting bigger businesses and thriving.

8/23/2018 8:33 AM

173

Hopefully still small town living

8/23/2018 8:17 AM

174

I hope a better place

8/23/2018 8:11 AM

175

dead on arrival unless changes are made.

8/23/2018 7:56 AM

176

Thriving! More cultural and shopping opportunities on a year round basis.

8/23/2018 7:41 AM

177

Continue to be a work in progress. Working in the right direction, though!

8/23/2018 7:40 AM
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178

a city that is accessable to all.

8/23/2018 7:05 AM

179

Worse than it is now unless leaders wake up

8/23/2018 12:49 AM

180

A central hub for the area because of its history and tradition

8/22/2018 9:24 PM

181

Remodeled/updated, cabin town/road trip stop. Good living destination

8/22/2018 9:20 PM

182

More diverse in population

8/22/2018 9:45 AM

183

Tourist destination

8/22/2018 9:26 AM

184

Busy thanks to Lakes Area Music Festival

8/22/2018 12:29 AM

185

Be the same without leadership changes

8/21/2018 10:10 PM

186

Dying if there isn't follow through on this planning.

8/21/2018 5:13 PM

187

A destination place with unique restaurants and shops.

8/21/2018 4:15 PM

188

Can be an amazing place for families once again

8/21/2018 3:28 PM

189

Hopefully on track in creating a vibrant city that is home to many diverse people and multiple
generations

8/21/2018 3:17 PM

190

Either a crumbled mess or a booming economy.

8/21/2018 2:14 PM

191

An excellent location to live

8/21/2018 1:40 PM

192

Soectacular

8/21/2018 1:35 PM

193

STILL SCREAMING HELP AT THE TOP OF IT'S LUNGS

8/21/2018 11:54 AM

194

"Trying"

8/21/2018 11:21 AM

195

Inviting

8/21/2018 10:44 AM

196

the same

8/21/2018 9:50 AM

197

Hopefully better

8/21/2018 9:43 AM

198

Even farther behind

8/21/2018 9:35 AM

199

renamed Little Baxter.

8/20/2018 9:28 PM

200

More lean and nimble on the local govt level to be more responsive and able to deal with
economic downturns when they happen.

8/17/2018 5:47 PM

201

Hopefully looking to make themselves better

8/16/2018 2:22 PM

202

The best place to live, work, and play.

8/16/2018 12:26 AM

203

still working towards attracting businesses and tourists

8/15/2018 11:22 AM

204

dead

8/14/2018 2:49 AM

205

Diverse

8/14/2018 1:07 AM

206

Growing

8/13/2018 8:38 PM

207

Better

8/13/2018 6:49 PM

208

Moving backwards if someone can’t point the City officials to a move forward sign.

8/13/2018 3:42 PM

209

a home

8/13/2018 3:14 PM

210

A city known, not only for its proximity to natural resource and recreation opportunities, but also for
its wonderful, green neighborhoods and ease of walkability, to a downtown busy with cultural,
artistic, and dining attractions.

8/13/2018 1:56 PM

211

lively and busy with people shopping

8/12/2018 8:07 PM

212

a nice place to live and work

8/4/2018 9:24 PM

213

Better

8/2/2018 5:16 PM

214

in trouble if community services and the county commissioners don't re-evaluate its priorities.

8/2/2018 4:03 PM

215

either futher behind or an exciting place to live

8/2/2018 10:44 AM
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216

Epic epicenter for shopping and tourism biking and Cuyuna range shopping and after ride hit spot

8/1/2018 3:55 PM

217

Central Minnesota’s capital city that has reinvigorated itself to address the needs of tomorrow.

8/1/2018 2:15 PM

218

respected for it's history, and its' present vibrant atmosphere.

7/31/2018 3:49 PM

219

better off if more industry is brought into town

7/30/2018 5:22 PM

220

If the city of Brainerd does not do an adequate assessment of the needs of the people and then
respond accordingly, it may find itself digging out of much larger issues.

7/30/2018 12:07 PM

221

missing out on opportunities because those who call brainerd home have no interest in nor can
they afford the opportunities that are beginning today to change the climate of brainerd.

7/30/2018 12:07 PM

222

A central-hub of Minnesota.

7/30/2018 12:03 PM

223

be the same unless financial efforts are made to develop the Riverfront and improve on housing
quality.

7/30/2018 10:58 AM

224

Growing.

7/30/2018 9:15 AM

225

Attractive, welcoming, and open to new ideas.

7/28/2018 4:27 PM

226

Better

7/27/2018 8:42 AM

227

More innovative, more willing to invest in the future of Brainerd so there will be opportunities for
growth and expansion. Sometimes, an investment, including some form of risk is needed upfront to
provide opportunities for the community to grow.

7/25/2018 9:59 PM

228

A dilapidated fossil unless there is investment in the future.

7/25/2018 2:35 PM

229

have a vision

7/24/2018 7:32 PM

230

Inclusive

7/24/2018 6:35 PM

231

I don't know with out talking to the shop owners Brainerd has no way to grow

7/24/2018 3:06 PM

232

A vital, attractive community.

7/24/2018 11:55 AM

233

Brighter, cleaner and more friendly.

7/24/2018 10:47 AM

234

Still facing challenges if we don't proceed with thoughtfulness and regard for the challenges we
are facing now.

7/23/2018 8:28 PM

235

An attractive location for young ptofessionals

7/23/2018 7:54 PM

236

more connected than ever

7/23/2018 9:34 AM

237

a vibrant, attractive destination for people to visit and to relocate to!

7/22/2018 7:46 PM

238

more developed.

7/22/2018 9:48 AM

239

More robust. There are a number of individuals pushing for needed changes.

7/21/2018 9:54 AM

240

fulfilling potential.

7/21/2018 9:43 AM

241

continuing to talk about what should be done to make improvements.

7/21/2018 8:05 AM

242

High wage and good paying jobs that would people proud to live here

7/21/2018 6:43 AM

243

I can’t answer this

7/20/2018 8:36 PM

244

Vibrant and moving forward

7/20/2018 8:09 PM

245

Vibrant, safe, active, a destination people desire to be.

7/20/2018 6:44 PM

246

better than yesterday.

7/20/2018 5:52 PM

247

A better city than it is today.

7/20/2018 4:44 PM

248

better?

7/20/2018 4:38 PM

249

A suburb of Baxter unless the community is able to grow at the same rate as the region.

7/20/2018 4:29 PM

250

Community based

7/20/2018 3:28 PM

251

closer to achieving some goals for overall quality improvement.

7/20/2018 2:42 PM

252

Hopefully better. Jury still out.

7/20/2018 2:30 PM
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253

Probably the same

7/20/2018 2:01 PM

254

Unknown. It seems to appease the business community instead of reigning them in within their
designated areas.

7/20/2018 1:35 PM

255

a trendier place

7/20/2018 1:30 PM

256

A slum suberb of Baxter.

7/20/2018 1:22 PM

257

Proud of what they have accomplished in restoring the town.

7/20/2018 12:52 PM

258

either revamped or dead.

7/20/2018 12:41 PM

259

Still stuck in the past if more progressive policies are not enacted

7/20/2018 12:41 PM

260

Better

7/20/2018 12:23 PM

261

revitalized and trendy

7/20/2018 12:18 PM

262

a cultural destination and great city for young professionals in Northern Minnesota who want a bit
of big city feel and big city careers, but with the small town atmosphere, culture, and outside city
recreational opportunity that comes with the Lakes Area.

7/20/2018 11:18 AM

263

Expanded

7/18/2018 11:51 AM

264

Have adequate affordable housing and public transportation.

7/17/2018 10:50 AM

265

Still lacking

7/16/2018 11:24 PM

266

able to recognize all community members as valuable, because we value our community members

7/16/2018 11:56 AM

267

Self-healing

7/16/2018 11:31 AM

268

BETTER

7/15/2018 7:09 PM

269

Charming and welcoming

7/15/2018 9:48 AM

270

Fulfilling

7/14/2018 9:58 PM

271

A destination

7/13/2018 2:16 PM

272

better off

7/13/2018 8:28 AM

273

That community where the amenities, services, activities, houses, and businesses are thriving
where it is an affordable place to raise a family.

7/13/2018 7:34 AM

274

A better, more enjoyable city, thanks to the decision makers of today.

7/12/2018 10:05 PM

275

Prospering (not tomorrow, but maybe years)

7/12/2018 4:01 PM

276

A great place to shop and live.

7/12/2018 3:51 PM

277

The same as above if the city does not see the problem we face with our housing crisis

7/12/2018 3:37 PM

278

...

7/12/2018 2:54 PM

279

Still Closed Minded

7/12/2018 1:59 PM

280

n/a

7/12/2018 12:23 PM

281

probably the same, unfortunately.

7/12/2018 11:58 AM

282

A potential growing city if leadership is willing to change.

7/12/2018 9:57 AM

283

Still a haven for criminals and slum lords as it's been this way for 20+ years

7/11/2018 10:31 PM

284

The same untill done with the roads making them safer for us and our vehicles.

7/11/2018 1:53 PM

285

Same

7/11/2018 1:16 PM

286

Stronger

7/11/2018 12:22 PM

287

A delight to visit and live in

7/11/2018 12:21 PM

288

lovely to live in

7/11/2018 12:03 PM

289

A livable community that is proud of its natural location and a great place to raise a family

7/11/2018 10:29 AM

290

Hopefully revitalization

7/11/2018 10:18 AM
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291

Run down

7/11/2018 10:11 AM

292

No business open

7/11/2018 9:10 AM

293

Hopefully a lot of people with new affordable housing, people can get on health care and be able
to stay on it, new ways of affordable transportation, and safer communities and schools.

7/11/2018 8:48 AM

294

Same— counsel doesn’t seem to want growth/change

7/11/2018 6:43 AM

295

...my former address.

7/11/2018 3:47 AM

296

Hopefully better

7/11/2018 2:58 AM

297

I dont know

7/11/2018 1:23 AM

298

The next generation

7/11/2018 1:11 AM

299

Still a hell hole

7/11/2018 1:10 AM

300

Growwing becoming family friendly

7/11/2018 12:44 AM

301

the most important and prosperous city in Central Minnesota.

7/11/2018 12:42 AM

302

Brilliant

7/11/2018 12:40 AM

303

an up and coming shopping destination.

7/11/2018 12:34 AM

304

beautiful

7/11/2018 12:30 AM

305

Unstuck

7/11/2018 12:29 AM

306

The same as it is today. Horrible

7/11/2018 12:28 AM

307

Still the same old brainerd.

7/11/2018 12:21 AM

308

Bigger than it was yesterday

7/10/2018 11:46 PM

309

Ok for now

7/10/2018 11:34 PM

310

Hopefully have new insight

7/10/2018 11:25 PM

311

Fun

7/10/2018 11:10 PM

312

the place to be

7/10/2018 11:09 PM

313

Still working hard

7/10/2018 11:09 PM

314

Forward thinking.

7/10/2018 6:59 PM

315

Lost, suffering from indecision, lethargy and and an unwillingness to invest

7/10/2018 4:41 PM

316

Hot and mosquitoy. I saw a Paul Bunyan Race going on this weekend. I don’t know if it’s in
Brainerd. I work in Brainerd, so my daily routine is work out, work, eat, take my dog to the park,
see what’s going on after that.

7/10/2018 1:43 PM

317

?

7/10/2018 12:12 PM

318

A walkable, bikeable friendly community and neighborhoods with character.

7/10/2018 12:09 PM

319

more vibrant and growing!

7/10/2018 10:57 AM

320

Hipper. More embracing of its downtown.

7/10/2018 9:31 AM

321

A walkable city with strong retail and restaurants downtown and a mix of housing options

7/9/2018 1:27 PM

322

New

7/7/2018 1:36 PM

323

Fun

7/6/2018 6:19 PM

324

A vibrant community and place to rest after a long day on the lake

7/5/2018 3:13 PM

325

Rome wasnt built in a day and Brainerd cant change overnight, this is stupid "fairytale" type
question

7/4/2018 3:24 PM

326

the same

7/3/2018 9:58 PM

327

Too focused on the downtown area.

7/3/2018 9:12 PM

328

Continuing to make changes

7/3/2018 7:55 PM
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329

in need of help if things dont change

7/3/2018 7:40 PM

330

A city with a vibrant downtown

7/3/2018 7:28 PM

331

A busy place and hopefully a better and safer place to live.

7/3/2018 7:02 PM

332

Prosperous

7/3/2018 5:25 PM

333

a city with desirable live/work/play neighborhoods suitably connected to the world at large.

7/3/2018 4:23 PM

334

Back where it was ten years ago talking about the same things.

7/3/2018 4:20 PM

335

broken

7/3/2018 4:18 PM

336

destination based on natural environment opportunities

7/3/2018 12:27 PM
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Q21 How do you recommend we get there? Share your ideas:
Answered: 311

Skipped: 322

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

NA

9/17/2018 3:48 PM

2

Take a page from the past and build upon all the rich history of the region.

9/17/2018 3:06 PM

3

Please encourage growth in living wage jobs

9/17/2018 11:30 AM

4

Intervention strategies and supports to move families out of poverty.

9/17/2018 11:29 AM

5

tax breaks city loans

9/17/2018 9:17 AM

6

By vetting the energy of the young to partner with the wisdom of the aged.

9/17/2018 8:26 AM

7

Continue the River to Rails initiative. Keep improving downtown. Hammer down on crime.
Encourage upkeep of homes, parks, businesses.

9/17/2018 8:22 AM

8

Actually listen to people and their ideas. Use funding to help people that want to make the
changes.

9/17/2018 8:12 AM

9

Not too much you can do

9/17/2018 7:59 AM

10

Provide opportunities for well paying jobs that dont require a lot (if any post secondary training),
keep landlords to a high standard of maintaining their properties (for the safety of their tenants).
We live in a remarkable area. Let everyone have the opportunity to enjoy it :)

9/16/2018 11:59 PM

11

Offer incentives for quality businesses to come to Brainerd. Put in higher end shops and
restaurants and the clientele will improve. Revitalize Washington Street as it's the main
thoroughfare and is currently an eye sore / not a good first impression of Brainerd. More police
monitoring downtown and the streets to make it feel safer. Add Uber so more people from the
greater lakes area don't have to drive so far home (or to cabin) if they've had a couple of drinks
downtown.

9/16/2018 11:39 PM

12

I don’t know that I see a bright shining future for Brainerd

9/16/2018 11:20 PM

13

Keep cleaning up the place - get updates to town so businesses want to come here - we are dying
out

9/16/2018 11:11 PM

14

we need to work together as a community to report problems within the neighborhoods. we need
more patrol and community building with the police department

9/16/2018 10:35 PM

15

Having something to draw people to Brainerd to spend time and do recreational activities. Inspiring
to see what Crosby has done with Mountain biking; maybe Brainerd could do something around
the river and having bike trails or some sort of learning center. Seems a shame that you drive right
over the Mississippi in Brainerd on Washington and don't even really realize it. Also, doing more to
rehab the downtown buildings, getting them back to original brick facades and doing more to
renovate them to get them more move-in-ready for potential businesses.

9/16/2018 10:33 PM

16

Four year University?, Competative community coming together events like bemidji dragon boat
fest.

9/16/2018 10:29 PM

17

There needs to be an investment made that will draw people there. Maybe an entertainment
complex or something. Maybe the new auditorium in the high school will help be that in a few
years, but there is little in the way for other business to capitalize on that location. Bemidji has the
Sanford center that they use for the college up there but also draws some significant entertainers.
There has been some hotels and restaurants that sprung up nearby to take advantage of the
increased traffic. Brainerd needs something like that.

9/16/2018 10:03 PM

18

Quit catering to the rich people that live here in the summer and focus on the locals

9/16/2018 9:56 PM

19

Start by forming neighborhood organizations and turning them over to the residents. Every
neighborhood should have their own "identity" and more decisions should be made at the
neighborhood block level.

9/16/2018 9:56 PM

20

See other questions. Keep community involved in choices.

9/16/2018 9:45 PM
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21

Affordable housing, restaurants and a better retail industry here Better paying jobs

9/16/2018 9:21 PM

22

How will we handle the naysayers? Will we have the courage to take the risks?

9/16/2018 9:09 PM

23

Continue to grow. Allow business to expand and come to the Brainerd area. Expand 210 for all the
summer traffic that comes. Maybe provide a bypass for that traffic.

9/16/2018 8:42 PM

24

Copy Seattle.

9/16/2018 8:26 PM

25

Invest in NE Brainerd

9/16/2018 8:22 PM

26

Make it actually worth the while of those who want to be a part of improving the community and not
just a frustrating debate that won't go anywhere as happens often.

9/16/2018 7:54 PM

27

We need to come up with a lasting vision the for Mississippi riverfront in Brainerd. It needs to be a
draw for both people from out of town, and for people who live in town. Make it a destination that is
not available anywhere else.

9/16/2018 7:45 PM

28

the council members need to start thinking about the city and not of stupid things like buying dams
that are just a waste of money throw down the Mississippi river

9/16/2018 6:26 PM

29

Restore Downtown - Downtown Alliance Foundation will help. Local Art Crawl. Walkable.
Downtown Brainerd needs to be a destination. Mississippi River tours of downtown Brainerd Paddle Boats.

9/16/2018 6:12 PM

30

You really didn’t need to do this survey as a community it’s not that surprising what our problems
are and how to fix them.

9/16/2018 5:08 PM

31

get rid of bars, drugs and apartments

9/16/2018 4:36 PM

32

be smart about spending money!

9/16/2018 3:34 PM

33

We need a strong government of action and we need to not be led down the path of selfdestruction by people who think government is to blame for everything.

9/16/2018 3:03 PM

34

The performing arts center is a great step!! A new hotel and improved and new housing are key.
Continue to bring more businesses back downtown.

9/16/2018 2:49 PM

35

Have a variety of affordable a d workforce housing options as well as neighborhood schools and
parks.

9/16/2018 2:12 PM

36

Increase transportation and programs to encourage people receiving assistance to work.

9/16/2018 1:13 PM

37

in my opinion how we should get there is better high paying job opportunities without high paying
jobs you ain't going to get anybody to live here or to move here. the city have Brainerd has been
known as a retirement City to change that to have to bring in better judge high paying jobs.

9/16/2018 12:57 PM

38

1) Support the school district in cutting high admin costs and hiring more specialists for the
growing mental health issues. 2) Keep the vision!!! The recent additions to the beautiful downtown
are the first step. 3) Market to businesses who may want to relocate for a lower tax base and a
high quality of living for its employees.

9/16/2018 12:39 PM

39

Get a good city manager

9/16/2018 12:14 PM

40

Embrace change and work together as a community.

9/16/2018 12:12 PM

41

It is probably a lot of financial need - to find an investor to build a board-walk type of area along the
river that has parks, restaurants, walkable shopping, year-around activities. The city of BRD can
be a vacation destination twelve months of the year, day and night opportunities.

9/16/2018 12:01 PM

42

The community meetings and events are GREAT! Keep working on improving downtown.
Encourage arts and culture activities. Highlight our wonderful schools!

9/16/2018 11:53 AM

43

Keep emphasizing and selling its beauty, expand small, unique business opportunities. Provide
programs that help strengthen families and culture.

9/16/2018 11:23 AM

44

Build more walk ways and bike trails, support the Brainerd art culture, and attract high and jobs.

9/16/2018 10:58 AM

45

attract/support a wide variety of employers and coordinate with college to train individuals to meet
employers’ needs

9/16/2018 10:48 AM
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46

Development of the River. Make Brainerd a destination again. If you do it right, this will drive the
economy and bring jobs. Get a better hotel so people can ACTUALLY stay in Brainerd safely. Let's
also note that there is a drug problem. Meth, heroin are rampant and others are rampant.
Definitely a "good 'ol boy" town. It's kind of sad to see it wither away. Brainerd can develop too and
be equally successful. I work in Brainerd, and I am from Crosby. It's insane to think that Crosby is
more successful than Brainerd right now. Also, when I moved to the area 15 years ago we lived in
a gross overpriced apartment in NE Brainerd. Bements we're our landlord. They never really fixed
things, they just put carpet over it or did it the cheapest way possible. The floor was rotten in the
entry to my building and rather than fix it, they patched it with putting some time over the hole and
putting a rug over it. I think Brainerd does the same thing sometimes. Use those Huber people,
they can really be an asset.

9/16/2018 10:33 AM

47

provide support for those with visions, seek out every grant possible, continue to grow the
numbers of people engaged and invested in positive change and map out specific ways they can
volunteer to make a difference and influence positive change.

9/16/2018 10:31 AM

48

Be inviting to new business. What happened to the restaurants that were coming? Hobby Lobby?

9/16/2018 10:30 AM

49

Embrace the future, embrace new business. Foster an environment benificial to new business and
technology.

9/16/2018 10:14 AM

50

Leaders who aren't afraid to take on the naysayers. Keep pushing forward for what makes sense
for our future.

9/16/2018 10:08 AM

51

Taxes taxes taxes, and people not wasting taxes on things like an old water tower that doesn't
work.

9/16/2018 10:06 AM

52

?

9/16/2018 10:03 AM

53

Talk to some billionaires on gull lake, gather them together to create a philanthropic group to
recreate a thriving happy lakes area! These are talented people who I’m sure have awesome
ideas and the money to make it work.

9/16/2018 9:51 AM

54

Clean up the downtown Crack down on crime Fresh city council

9/16/2018 9:30 AM

55

I really wish I knew. But again, I feel Brainerd (Crow Wing Co.) has always been an open house
for free Welfare and no need to work.

9/16/2018 9:30 AM

56

This is a good start, having a vision and analyzing our options. We need to elect forward thinking
leaders. (No more Bob Olson or Mary Koep types!! I believe they cared about this community but
were not forward thinking.)

9/16/2018 9:26 AM

57

Make improvements to the areas that keep the history and uniqueness while providing a high
quality of life for your citizens. Make it a place folk will want to move to even if they work in other
cities.

9/16/2018 9:24 AM

58

Good paying jobs that bring young families to town. The city as a whole is getting older. We need
great middle imcome jobs.

9/16/2018 9:23 AM

59

Start listening to the people.

9/16/2018 9:21 AM

60

First of all, don’t initiate the zombie apocalypse. Second of all, make the investment. The city will
have to do it first. Try to improve housing and daycare situations for all citizens (and I mean all: just
because someone makes 20 an hour doesn’t mean they are bringing home 20x80). Once people
see you’re trying, they will be more willing to invest too.

9/16/2018 9:19 AM

61

keep cleaning up downtown and bringing in new retailers

9/16/2018 9:15 AM

62

Fresh young blood and ideas to the city board

9/16/2018 9:00 AM

63

Collaborative cross sector leadership that actively engages Brainerd and regional citizens who
reside here both year round and part time.

9/16/2018 8:53 AM

64

More police presence; residents support local businesses; new businesses should be something
unlike others we have; update look to make it more appealing.

9/16/2018 8:44 AM

65

community efforts for outreach to gain investment from all community members, not just those who
are privileged

9/16/2018 8:39 AM

66

Get some employers to build and hire...

9/16/2018 7:52 AM
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67

Get some new blood on boards, councils, committees including the youth of the community.
Having money or being outspoken doesn't mean you are the best representative of our
community.

9/15/2018 7:50 PM

68

One project at a time.

9/15/2018 2:35 PM

69

Provide an inviting town where people want to stop, take their shoes off and stay awhile. Where
they will enjoy taking their kids to a spray park, playing a game of pickle ball, kayaking down the
Mississippi river, outdoor concerts at the river front park, biking to local restaurants downtown,
etc... Provide a place where companies want to invest and people want to live.

9/15/2018 2:32 PM

70

I don't want to get to that point.

9/15/2018 11:25 AM

71

Hold public meetings, develop a committee of residents of all ages, business people, city staff, etc.
to develop and hear plans. Get fresh voices not those usually on these types of things.

9/15/2018 11:15 AM

72

this survey is a good starting point

9/14/2018 1:41 PM

73

Continue to develop parks and recs, continue to gain more diverse businesses, more housing
options

9/14/2018 11:59 AM

74

river and downtown revitalization improve housing stock a publicly accessible waterfront/beach

9/14/2018 8:16 AM

75

That’s tough. We need jobs that pay well and housing that is affordable. We have to deal with the
drug epidemic.

9/13/2018 4:04 PM

76

Look for ways to invite people in and make them feel welcome.

9/13/2018 3:18 PM

77

Go back to basics - fix the bones, (streets, code violations) and then work forward. Clearly define
the mission and work hard to get there

9/13/2018 2:29 PM

78

I really think that things could be done in downtown Brainerd and along HWY 210 to initiate some
beautification. These efforts will only lead to further growth and beauty.

9/13/2018 2:07 PM

79

Invest in growth and diversity.

9/13/2018 1:38 PM

80

support high wage jobs with healthcare, not mcjobs

9/13/2018 12:59 PM

81

I did

9/13/2018 12:44 PM

82

Carry out the access to the Mississippi river plan that people have worked so hard on. Nonmotorized outdoor opportunities of all kinds. New, younger community leadership with forward
thinking ideas. Keep working to improve downtown. Combine with Baxter into one city and stop
duplicating resources. reach out to immigrant communities and offer them opportunities.
Immigrants have revitalized many of the places where they live.More community opportunities to
bring people together to see what we have in common. P.S. We appreciate the good work you all
are doing on community surveys and community building already.

9/13/2018 12:28 PM

83

Grants, removing several of the bars

9/13/2018 12:18 PM

84

Continue to think progressively. What would a person like to see for their children and
grandchildren?

9/13/2018 12:14 PM

85

Create common ground and equal expectations for everyone. Stop making accommodations that
divide us. It takes a village to bound together under a common goal in order for it to grow and
thrive. Bring back patriotism, we lack pride in our country and what it was founded on. Bring God
back into the pledge of allegiance, and our community.

9/13/2018 12:12 PM

86

We have to stop doing things the old way expecting different results.

9/13/2018 11:56 AM

87

Keep promoting career opportunities, seeking affordable housing and working to provide
opportunities for neighbors to know neighbors.

9/13/2018 11:53 AM

88

BLADEC has not brought in one business that pays well and is not retail or service. They need to
be on top of the needs for employment

9/13/2018 11:43 AM

89

It's a very complicated and complex issue that I don't have the answers for.

9/13/2018 11:42 AM

90

Human Rights Commission Market K12 and Higher Education Help put the college on the map,
like the U of M

9/13/2018 11:35 AM

91

Keep talking

9/13/2018 11:33 AM

92

Expand hospital, retail stores

9/13/2018 9:04 AM
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93

Harsher punishments for those caught drinking and driving, selling drugs and more support for
drug addicts. More housing built

9/13/2018 3:07 AM

94

Some new blood in the city. Relax restrictions on business and city hall has ran amuck

9/12/2018 6:08 PM

95

get A city council that cares about the community, wants to make changes and is willing to create
a multi year plan that is sustainable

9/12/2018 4:04 PM

96

Listen to ideas, implement change, rebuild a city that has long since declined. Visit other
sorrounding successful cities to see what they do that attracts people there.

9/12/2018 4:01 PM

97

open the lines between the business owners and the city

9/12/2018 3:26 PM

98

Cleaning up the city

9/12/2018 2:52 PM

99

Follow growth and trends.

9/12/2018 2:05 PM

100

Work with cities like Fargo/Moorhead on how they got to be vibrant (more so Fargo as their DT is
magnificent). Who were the decision makers and pushers at the table, how did they bring in growth
(oil helped). Talk to corporations in the cities and see if they'd be willing to create offices in the
Brainerd/Baxter area. Clearly Baxter is willing to grow and has in the corporate side, Brainerd has
not, at all. So many of those people come from the Cities and spend time and money up here in
our area. With the Park and Rec situation, I see, forget the past, move on, come together and
support one community. Bring the decision makers together and talk about the similarities each
have and forget the differences at the door. I do have one radical idea about building another
bridge from Brainerd to Baxter...down by North Central Speedway to bring easier access from one
side of town to the other side.

9/12/2018 1:34 PM

101

talking to people and this survey should help a little. Just remember all the people and what their
needs are.

9/12/2018 10:00 AM

102

Attempt to bring back businesses in our community to sustain our economy, to keep people
working all year around, so they can reinvest back into Brainerd (e.g. purchase a home). One area
of concern is the amount of people that do not work (County aid), this is a touchy area as County
and city are two governments, but with the amount of “free” things people get from the county the
more that drives up unemployment, drives up Heath care costs (more charity care is given) which
drives up rental housing which drives up educational costs due to more “free” items-it’s a vicious
circle that needs to be broken.

9/12/2018 6:01 AM

103

reasonable real-estate - rents for shop owners

9/11/2018 8:34 PM

104

develop affordable housing - work with employers to recruit folks to move here - work on providing
opportunities for families -not just one person at a time

9/11/2018 2:57 PM

105

Need to create awareness with local business and create desire for them to get engaged or recruit
new business that gets the future vision.

9/11/2018 11:00 AM

106

Give younger leaders a voice amongst the long-time senior community leaders. Provide
ideas/programs that younger leaders can see benefit in and support with time and talent.

9/7/2018 5:26 PM

107

See above, but primarily two things: cap the number of rental units a person may own in the city
limits, and use our assets to actively try to attract better employers to the city.

9/7/2018 3:40 PM

108

Refresh and Revitalize, without forgetting the past that got us there.

9/7/2018 9:34 AM

109

collaborate, persevere, be open minded and inclusive to a variety of opinions.

9/6/2018 1:43 PM

110

Work with the organizations trying to develop the riverfront. Make the necessary investments

9/5/2018 11:58 AM

111

You need to give people with money a reason to invest, they need tax breaks or other incentives to
invest.

9/5/2018 9:09 AM

112

collaboration and funding sources??

9/4/2018 11:50 AM

113

Continue incentivizing entrepreneurs and removing or limiting obstacles.

9/4/2018 11:27 AM

114

Walking trails, access to the river. Cultural amenities.

9/4/2018 11:22 AM

115

Promote all businesses in the Brainerd area Provide access to an M State bachelors degree
through the CLC campus Promote speaking engagements by local businesses on the local high
school and CLC campuses

9/4/2018 10:32 AM
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116

More community involvement...do a medallion hunt to highlight Brainerd amenities. Community
activities designed to promote a sense of pride in their neighborhoods. More drug enforcement to
rid the city of the drug problems. A city that supports historical sites.

9/1/2018 1:00 PM

117

These surveys help. Bringing all these efforts under the umbrella of River to Rail helps so we all
see the interconnectedness of what we're doing and start aligning our efforts. I also hope we
develop in ways that are unique and tailored to Brainerd so we don't end up looking like every
other small city in the country. We're quirky - let's keep that as we update and upgrade!

8/31/2018 9:10 AM

118

It is time to think outside the box. Just cause we haven't done it or it doesn't seem to fit, doesn't
mean it should be shot down. We need to lose the attitude of "We can't fund it" to "Great, let's
spend some money and find funding to make sure we can complete it". Also, look at other cities
our size as examples (I am sure you have). Bemidji and it's downtown and functions are a shining
example to me. Also, engage CLC more, work with each other on projects across the city, outward
appearances to me seem to indicate there isn't a close-knit relationship there.

8/30/2018 6:15 PM

119

Allocate funding where it is most needed to ensure quality of life for all citizens. Value our voices
and opinions before making decisions about where money is going to.

8/30/2018 5:17 PM

120

Community meetings and smaller focus groups from all community sectors to share ideas and
visions Steering committee open to all opinions People who are in positions to make decisions and
act Look at community assets before seeking outside funding sources Share progress by
communicating regularly through the Dispatch, radio or public TV Choose one-three ideas to start
and build on those successes as the goals are met

8/30/2018 2:26 PM

121

Sometimes you need to spend money to make money. Welcome businesses instead of throwing
hurdles in the way the way past City Councils did.

8/29/2018 2:18 PM

122

Continue to do what we are doing. Make the community more aware of what we offer.

8/29/2018 10:53 AM

123

Encourage private investment

8/29/2018 7:46 AM

124

Capitalize on the River to Rails planning that is underway

8/28/2018 3:27 PM

125

invest in liveable/ walkable amenities

8/28/2018 2:52 PM

126

Invest in Rioverfront, downtown, to the point where private investors want to step in.

8/28/2018 12:23 PM

127

Encourage people to run for political offices that are willing to make changes.

8/28/2018 10:06 AM

128

Ask other communities that are similar demographics how they did it. We can learn from those that
are growing. Alexandria for instance has similar make up with lakes and surrounding small
communities. They have a new state of the art High School, YMCA and growing businesses.

8/27/2018 2:24 PM

129

We need affordable housing that allows pets and affordable single family home.

8/27/2018 12:15 PM

130

change is good

8/27/2018 11:34 AM

131

Continue to improve downtown and river and trails and work to keep roads safe.

8/27/2018 8:42 AM

132

Promote housing, support BLAEDC's initiatives to create job growth, consider merging with Baxter
to offer more efficient city services.

8/27/2018 7:36 AM

133

Please see previous remarks about bringing in business and Arts

8/26/2018 4:01 PM

134

Again, the region has excellent collaborative partners in business, government, and non-profits.
They are regional in nature - it may be hard to bring it down to "just the City of Brainerd" but the
City of Brainerd is an important part of our regional economic resilience and prosperity

8/24/2018 9:33 PM

135

Progressive ideas, responsibly and efficiently implemented.

8/24/2018 8:48 PM

136

Move forward with the downtown renovations, great job Chamber and HRA! Seek grants and other
funds to help update building and housing stock. Incent landlord renovation and sale of homes to
owner occupied citizens. Support the school district with its growth plans, support the Rotary with
their park plans and support the Riverfront project. Keep providing grants to clean up downtown
business.

8/24/2018 1:27 PM

137

Attract companies that provide jobs that attract intelligent, educated, progressive young people.

8/24/2018 12:07 PM

138

Make it easy/advantageous for a new employer to hang a shingle in Brainerd.

8/24/2018 10:52 AM

139

Build a hotel downtown that can accommodate conventions. Develop a overall theme for the
buildings to look like so that going forward the buildings can give a better look.

8/24/2018 10:46 AM
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140

1. A goal of being named a "best place to live" will help make the right decisions to get there. 2.
Collaborate with other cities and stakeholders. 3. Budget for the future vision while taking care of
today's problems.

8/24/2018 10:33 AM

141

Have a vision, then have a plan to work toward that vision with the cooperation of gov't, business
and private citizens.

8/24/2018 8:45 AM

142

Keep investing in the city! Don’t be afraid to charge a levy to make the city meet its potential. The
loudest voters don’t always have the best ideas

8/24/2018 8:36 AM

143

Get involved in the new Self Healing Communities initiate being spearheaded by Bridges of Hope.
Encourage the city to address the issues with rental housing. Encourage a higher minimum wage
so we can help pull people out of poverty and encourage people to work if they can have a livable
wage.

8/24/2018 8:31 AM

144

1. Brainerd and Baxter need to work together rather than being in "separate silos" 2. Turnover of
Brainerd City Counsel to proactive individuals 3. Downtown and surrounding areas continue to be
accessed and revitalized. (Now it is known for its abundance of bars) 4. Use some resources at
CLC such as Horticulture student/program projects to help beautify and cleanup common areas in
Brainerd . & Baxter. Offer incentives to highly visable businesses to take more pride in the outside
and inside appearances of their business. (grant dollars?) Stricter controls on landlords who rent
substandard housing

8/24/2018 8:23 AM

145

When Chip B. was on city council he met with his constituents regularly at the Center and allowed
them to talk and generate ideas. Try that again.

8/24/2018 7:42 AM

146

splash pad, increasing walkability, sattelite campus for four year college

8/24/2018 5:07 AM

147

Mentorships, business people actually getting into the schools

8/23/2018 9:48 PM

148

broad based community partnerships.

8/23/2018 2:44 PM

149

Work with Baxter, Crow Wing County to avoid duplication of services and save dollars.

8/23/2018 11:03 AM

150

Education- especially the pre K and 2 year technology jobs- ; attract more business that can pay
liveable wage.

8/23/2018 9:23 AM

151

Recognize the organizations and businesses and individuals for their dedication to the community.
Present the positive Brainerd rather than have Brainerd in the news for the negativity that can
present

8/23/2018 8:51 AM

152

Work with the whole community to drive down the ACEs and build resiliency.

8/23/2018 8:48 AM

153

Sell the historical aspect and Mississippi River - it needs to be an area people want to come to and
they know about it. We have been to many of the shops, bars and restaurants and the ones we
have been to have been really great! Better than I had expected. We need to get the draw so
people see these great businesses so they stay open. Possibly more outdoor seating, Central
Park, music, activities...

8/23/2018 8:36 AM

154

Not sure

8/23/2018 8:17 AM

155

most senior living apartments, continuing to encourage volunteering, more buses with better
routes for a reasonable price

8/23/2018 8:11 AM

156

Be open to new opportunities, seek out the idea of an outlet mall as an additional draw as you
enter Brainerd on the south side

8/23/2018 7:41 AM

157

That is a tough one. There are lots of things to be done and it takes a lot of money.

8/23/2018 7:05 AM

158

Listen to leaders like Mark Ronne, bring in jobs, improve health care, enforce rental codes, better
health care especially for the mentally ill

8/23/2018 12:49 AM

159

Code enforcement to make the area look more appealing. Buy into the idea of a sense of place
and embrace how you want Brainerd to feel to residents and tourists. History is something that will
never change about Brainerd and it should be used to its advantage

8/22/2018 9:24 PM

160

Up keeping the good areas, remodeling the bad areas, following coding, focus on zoning..
changing the mix from one street being really nice to the next being trash/ rundown.

8/22/2018 9:20 PM

161

I can’t solve racism in this little box, but I’d like to.

8/22/2018 9:45 AM

162

Focus on tourism

8/22/2018 9:26 AM

163

Make Brainerd a hub for Arts

8/22/2018 12:29 AM
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164

Start getting more homeowners and business to increase our tax base to grow our city. We don’t
even have a hotel for tourist here so n city limits!

8/21/2018 10:10 PM

165

Make the neighborhoods be a part of the Brainerd planning. Be realistic in what problems that are
identified in this planning and have a concrete plan on how to address and make that plan actually
happen. Don't just push things down the road.

8/21/2018 5:13 PM

166

Continuing to offer unique business opportunities for entrepreneurs to come in and affordable
housing for them to live in.

8/21/2018 4:15 PM

167

Crack down on the drugs. Better jobs to lessen poverty and the number of low income families.
More police presence.

8/21/2018 3:28 PM

168

Be open to hearing from all generations and perspectives. Take into serious consideration the
actual taxpayers of Brainerd in crafting this plan.

8/21/2018 3:17 PM

169

Baxter is Baxter because of there progressive nature. They have overcome brainerd, brainerd has
a lot more baggage but it is also thinking 10 years behind Baxter. Look at 371. It used to run
Downtown Brainerd, businesses didn’t like it and made Baxter build a new highway, now
businesses are begging ppl to stop downtown. Baxter would never reroute people away from its
businesses. Look at Pequots early problems after they rerouted. They don’t have the size to
sustain like brainerd has.

8/21/2018 2:14 PM

170

Protector natural environment, and continue to serve as a setting for lifelong learning

8/21/2018 1:40 PM

171

Planning Vision Enthusiasm

8/21/2018 1:35 PM

172

Give businesses tax incentives so they can expand and hire more people - provide 24/7 bus
service so people can get to and from work if they can't get a ride or don't own a car - put them to
work and they will buy a car.

8/21/2018 11:54 AM

173

We see many people "Trying" It's a never ending cycle of "trying". Ultimately someone is going to
have to DO SOMETHING. We can sit around the table. Solve the worlds problems but if nothing
gets done... what good is this survey. IT's going to COST MONEY. Spend it. Take a risk. At the
day in age... we ask employees to do more for less. It puts a toll on everyone. Everything suffers.
Right now ... the city is trying to DO MORE, with less. I say do more with more or our City will just
get TIRED. You can force change. Grow change. PLANT the seed. Invest in change.

8/21/2018 11:21 AM

174

I cant say it enough we are only living in brainerd because we are outside the city limits. Nothing in
the city limits would ever attract us to it. When we moved here we told our realtor we didnt want
brainerd at all just baxter due to all the things we had heard about the city on the troubles. Oi dont
feel like it's a safe community. I wouldn't let my kids go ride bike or go to the parks without adult
supervision. It's not a family friendly environment

8/21/2018 10:44 AM

175

changing focus on tearing down structures , saving a dollar to stick up for the decisions and start
looking for a forward option to bring in jobs

8/21/2018 9:50 AM

176

Start pushing your own laws-rules. Make rentals meet the standard. Enforce the winter parking.

8/21/2018 9:43 AM

177

Stay in your lane. Find what makes Brainerd unique and focus on that.

8/21/2018 9:35 AM

178

The city council pulls it's head out of it's ass.

8/20/2018 9:28 PM

179

Need to be serious about what is actually essential and cut the rest out. Focus on providing an
environment that is friendly to businesses investing in Brainerd but also see the vision of having a
great community for their employees to work, play and live in. During city planning, how do we plan
in a way to have fewer roads in order to have fewer future expenses in maintenance costs.

8/17/2018 5:47 PM

180

Engaging the community

8/16/2018 5:13 PM

181

The council needs to be willing to allow change and be community driven . They should be out
there really trying to be active in the community to see what is really going on and how run down
Brainerd really is .

8/16/2018 2:22 PM

182

Better year round job opportunities Public policies that help bring people out of poverty Focus on
education and jobs Focus on affordable housing Focus on expanding cultural and arts
opportunities

8/16/2018 12:26 AM

183

Stick with it. There's a feeling that projects tend to die on the vine due to lack of funding or interest.
Seeing the downtown efforts continue has been very heartening.

8/15/2018 11:22 AM

184

i'm not good at this stuff sorry.

8/14/2018 7:55 PM
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185

too late now, Baxter has jump start on any large businesses to attract out of towners/shoppers

8/14/2018 2:49 AM

186

Make available attractive housing for everyone. Better, more equitable job opportunities for
everyone, not just those able to afford college advancement.

8/14/2018 1:07 AM

187

Reach out to businesses to move downtown and improve the mall. Work on local parks to improve
and bring in technology.

8/13/2018 8:38 PM

188

Not sure, complicates, glad the conversation is starting

8/13/2018 6:49 PM

189

New mayor that hasn’t been downtown for a 100 years with the same ideas he’s had since he
moved into his storefront. City council and city administration that is looking to make Brainerd a
destination once again. Not just tourism, but small town shopping and niche businesses. A solid
marketing and business plan that works to keep the vision in sight and you keep referring to that
plan when direction is needed. There are many plans/studies out there gathering dust right now.
We need one that is concise, realistic and doable.

8/13/2018 3:42 PM

190

Make it a place where someone drives through and thinks, "I want to live here!" or "This is nice!"
There are a few towns that have down this for me when I I have been driving around. Fergus Falls,
Hutchinson, and Hudson, WI.

8/13/2018 3:14 PM

191

Speak positively about Brainerd as often as possible, and make aesthetic pedestrian connections
from neighborhoods to Downtown.

8/13/2018 1:56 PM

192

provide more higher paying job opportunities. Don't force assistance, separation, or hospitalization
on people.

8/4/2018 9:24 PM

193

I have shared several Ideas. :)

8/2/2018 5:16 PM

194

New county leadership.

8/2/2018 4:03 PM

195

Promote more businesses/manufacturing to come to Brainerd, work on grants/developers to bring
in more affordable and safe housing.

8/2/2018 10:44 AM

196

Marketing and action mindfulness and collaboration.

8/1/2018 3:55 PM

197

CLC am 4 year college. Riverfront/downtown development. Trails - Brainerd as a hub of trails. The
Riverfront as a part of a regionally significant park. The Riverfront in Crow Wing County being
National riverfront.

8/1/2018 2:15 PM

198

Develop downtown in a way that attracts businesses.

7/31/2018 3:49 PM

199

dream big-bring back the garment industry maybe manufacturing of windows research facilities
pickle factories make it attractive for businesses to want to come to Brainerd make it attractive for

7/30/2018 5:22 PM

200

Community engagement. Ask those who have the expertise for solutions.

7/30/2018 12:07 PM

201

Ask our youth. As retirees we have been to Mpls, we have walked on Nicollet Mall, we have been
fortunate to have a pontoon ride on Gull Lake. These are foreign to youth who will remain in
Brainerd and call it home and to their parents who are raising kids as best they can. And then ask
ourselves.... Who will our future citizens be 12 years from now when the mississippi river project is
completed or when the new school has a state of the art theater. Who will be the patrons of these
fine facilities? Will they be youth friendly, family friendly, will they be community friendly? Walking
in the March for Our Lives in support of Gun Control after Parkland we had dozens of eggs thrown
at us as we crossed the Washington Bridge. These egg throwers are our future. It's not about
"Stuff". It's about community and conversation. And not fearing those we do not understand or see
eye to eye with or who may be different.

7/30/2018 12:07 PM

202

Progressive ideals, influx of new-aged people, affordable housing and well-rounded employment.

7/30/2018 12:03 PM

203

Invest money and staff into Riverfront development and enhanced trail systems along with
investing money and staff into more aggressive housing/building code enforcement on run-down
rentals and owner-occupied dilapidated homes. Seek out or incentivize someone to buy the
Westwood Trailer park, turn it into a hotel with restaurant and promote it's location to the events
associated with the Civic Center.

7/30/2018 10:58 AM

204

Business development through planning efforts and business incentives. Need creative thinking.
Lack of business effort with show a slow business decline and the appearance of what is currently
happening (particularly in east Brainerd).

7/30/2018 9:15 AM

205

MORE taxes, increase the numbers of young families on committees and boards, and listen to new
ideas!

7/28/2018 4:27 PM
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206

Continue with the revitalization of downtown.

7/27/2018 8:42 AM

207

Continue to involve community stakeholders: residents, business owners, Chamber of Commerce,
educational and government partners in the future of the City.

7/25/2018 9:59 PM

208

Actively pursue any grants for public amenities. It may take a full time staff person devoted to
development.

7/25/2018 2:35 PM

209

get community input from all walks of life. Be willing to listen and hear what is being said. Be willing
to ask the hard questions

7/24/2018 7:32 PM

210

Better opportunities for young people and those that aren't 'traditional'

7/24/2018 6:35 PM

211

by working with all shop and building owners they are the ones that can make changes

7/24/2018 3:06 PM

212

Implement River to Rail initiative - starting with Riverfront development, to Downtown Revitalization
to develop NP Center, then connect them all.

7/24/2018 11:55 AM

213

Promote community participation in fun events year round. Utilize the beauty of parks and natural
landscapes to encourage residents to engage with the community

7/24/2018 10:47 AM

214

We need to balance the needs of our community with wants and make sure we are providing the
best we can for future generations.

7/23/2018 8:28 PM

215

continue to provide improved intrastructure, and better aesthetics throughout the town, while
supporting small business. Search for companies that are looking to expand to our area, and make
the bids necessary to get them to choose this place. The riverwalk, the downtown rehab,
improvements to the adjacent green space, cleaning up our main street properties are all
important parts to this. If we show love for our own town, others will too.

7/23/2018 9:34 AM

216

I do not have the answers. However, I believe that those who are working toward such goals are
doing the best they can and I support them.

7/22/2018 7:46 PM

217

We need to continue to think outside the box and have positive thinking.

7/22/2018 9:48 AM

218

Continue with redevelopment of downtown and sites such as the NP Center and BIC. Also need to
make Sure Brainerd continues to be inviting to families with children.

7/21/2018 9:54 AM

219

Prepare students for more immediate entry into community employment.

7/21/2018 9:43 AM

220

Action items need to be worked on. I think the list of things to do needs to be prioritized down to a
workable list and then accomplished.

7/21/2018 8:05 AM

221

Reach out to industries to build manufacturing plants in Brainerd

7/21/2018 6:43 AM

222

We more police and fire personnel. We need to clean up neighborhoods and drugs

7/20/2018 8:36 PM

223

Proactive leaders who aren't afraid to do their job.

7/20/2018 8:09 PM

224

Continue the clean up efforts of the down town area including the transformation of dumpy bars to
nice places like Sage and 612. Also the clean up of sidewalks with flowers incorporated with art
from the CLC welding department (and any local artist type things). Continue and broaden
entertainment offerings such as music in the parks, theater at CLC, concerts at Tornstrom. Update
rental properties that are run down. Washington St. has changed for the better with new
businesses or old biz who have had property upgrades. We need to work on making a refresh. Not
getting rid of historic sites, but getting rid of or improving run down areas.

7/20/2018 6:44 PM

225

Brainerd's year-round niche needs to be found. We need to be more than a vacation area. I
appreciate some of the growth I've seen with area theatre, music in the bars/brewerys and large
events, but I don't see the niche everyone will appreciate.

7/20/2018 5:52 PM

226

Work to attract more industry and promote the quality education available in the area.

7/20/2018 4:44 PM

227

Takes work, vision, a plan for each segment. Are all agencies of the city working together on a
vision, how to get there, goals, etc.

7/20/2018 4:38 PM

228

See previous comments

7/20/2018 4:29 PM

229

Being more open to new business and younger minded ideas

7/20/2018 3:28 PM

230

Investing in downtown. Integrating higher quality housing standards. enticing new businesses to
enter the area, and providing them with quality employees to keep the businesses afloat and the
town employed.

7/20/2018 2:42 PM
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231

City council with guts, brains, and backbone. We got rid of the two worst misers, now we can
actually make some progress.

7/20/2018 2:30 PM

232

Fundamental change and shifting priorities

7/20/2018 2:01 PM

233

I’ve tried. While people may hear, they don’t listen. My children will live elsewhere. So sad.

7/20/2018 1:35 PM

234

support the movement of downtown building restoration

7/20/2018 1:30 PM

235

Promote new business and ideas, help then thrive instead of making it difficult for them. Cut a little
red tape. Give variences if it would improve the city.

7/20/2018 1:22 PM

236

Keep the momentum going. Keep people informed, get people involved, celebrate the successes.

7/20/2018 12:52 PM

237

Get the riverfront up and flourishing. Support music festival. Advertise to twin cities commuters
stuck in traffic - they could walk to work here.

7/20/2018 12:41 PM

238

Improve your services (public health), make it more attractive for businesses

7/20/2018 12:41 PM

239

Continue rehab grant programs. Provide incentives for new home buyers and businesses

7/20/2018 12:18 PM

240

Attract upper echelon college graduates and companies to operate out of our locale. In order to do
that we need to continue to grow our College opportunities with CLC and The College of St.
Scholastica and get them involved in the community. We need to rethink amenities and technology
and revamp so it doesn't feel like we're still 10 years behind the times. We need to motivate
entrepreneurial activity in cutting edge industries and develop technology jobs that have a more
global audience rather than foot traffic. We need to continue to grow our walking paths and bicycle
trails away from the main highways and make it easier for people to get out and explore Brainerd.
We also need to find creative new ways to use winter and keep the Brainerd community active in
the midst of it.

7/20/2018 11:18 AM

241

Allow expansion to meet the needs of a growing community

7/18/2018 11:51 AM

242

work with current landlords about the housing issues and the city for the transportation needs.

7/17/2018 10:50 AM

243

Recognition of our strengths and limitations, and work as a team to implement a healthy/wellness
community - Teamwork

7/16/2018 11:56 AM

244

Self Healing Communities project

7/16/2018 11:31 AM

245

Continue to make investments in community assets such as ISD181, healthcare (Essentia, etc.),
downtown; while protecting our natural environment

7/15/2018 7:09 PM

246

Keep investing into downtown to make it a tourist destination. Don’t allow sex offenders to live
downtown.

7/15/2018 9:48 AM

247

Clean up Washington Avenue. Get the Greenway completed, fix the watertower, bring Paul
Bunyan back to town!

7/14/2018 9:58 PM

248

Start building some neat restaurants or a boardwalk along the river. Keep trying to classy up
downtown.

7/13/2018 2:16 PM

249

upgrades in all aspects of the city

7/13/2018 8:28 AM

250

Day at a time. Start with a goal and stick to it. Tough decisions will need to be made to be able to
stick with the goal.

7/13/2018 7:34 AM

251

Unfortunately, it might be time to raise taxes a little. I don't like it, I don't recommend it, but money
talks and bullshit walks.

7/12/2018 10:05 PM

252

More jobs, daycare, affordable housing.

7/12/2018 4:01 PM

253

Good wages, senior living, good shopping, don't waste money - DO NOT spend $1,000,000 on a
river walk that no one will use! Sensible people on the City Council.

7/12/2018 3:51 PM

254

Build more low income housing and homeless shelters

7/12/2018 3:37 PM

255

invest into the Self Healing Communities project.

7/12/2018 2:54 PM

256

Will take a revolution ;)

7/12/2018 1:59 PM

257

More money, more taxes, less planning committees

7/12/2018 12:23 PM

258

I wish I knew

7/12/2018 11:58 AM
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259

1. We need to attract new high paying jobs. 2. We need to make an initiative to revamp many
houses in Brainerd to make them better and less of a health hazard. 3. We need to work on the
crime, which is related to how much people make. 4. We need a lot more cultural things for people.
5. We need to grow a sense of community.

7/12/2018 9:57 AM

260

Doing nothing like you always do. You spend all the money and a bunch of resources to come up
with this plan that you never used since the last time you did this. Anything good that tries to come
here you block but you take in methadone clinics and Core. Go figure

7/11/2018 10:31 PM

261

There doing that now but for to stop cutting so many corners.

7/11/2018 1:53 PM

262

Public and listening

7/11/2018 1:16 PM

263

Revitalize the downtown area, get rid of some of the seeder bars and make it a place where new
businesses and restaurants will want to be and thrive

7/11/2018 12:22 PM

264

Renovate he downtown or depot area...use what we have to enhance Brainerd

7/11/2018 12:21 PM

265

more jobs that respect environment, involve community

7/11/2018 12:03 PM

266

Invest in trails, housing, safe routes to schools, cultural opportunities that are available to the
whole community and encourage immigration into the community

7/11/2018 10:29 AM

267

Soliciting businesses to come to brainerd

7/11/2018 10:18 AM

268

Fire everyone on the city council, especially mary, and bring in people who actually want to see
the city grow

7/11/2018 10:11 AM

269

Dont know

7/11/2018 9:10 AM

270

Highering the income based rent percentage, highering the qualification for health care so people
can be able to stay on it and not be worries of being kicked off. Finding affordable transportation
where after hours the price drops a dollar so people can get to where they have to go after city bus
closes.

7/11/2018 8:48 AM

271

I have no idea. Brainerd is not a very friendly place to live. The people are fine, the city
council/government are almost Gestapo like. Hiring an intern to drive around and look for
violations. Seriously?! Does that make for a friendly city/resident relationship? No. More like we are
your subjects that pay for your follies.

7/11/2018 3:47 AM

272

Attract new businesses with tax incentives and work with schools to teach kids about the problems
drugs bring.

7/11/2018 2:58 AM

273

I shared my ideas.

7/11/2018 1:23 AM

274

Revitalize, community focus, needs something attractive.

7/11/2018 1:11 AM

275

Stop being democrat, stop being discriminatory of business that will obviously bring money,
employment, and more!

7/11/2018 1:10 AM

276

Help small business ,get new book store

7/11/2018 12:44 AM

277

by making small, incremental investments in improving the quality of life for the people and
businesses located in downtown Brainerd and its surrounding, walkable neighborhoods.

7/11/2018 12:42 AM

278

Improve traffic flow and spruce up the area with at least a facelife.

7/11/2018 12:40 AM

279

I think we need to continue to update and upgrade downtown. However, I think we can turn the
train depot into a shopping destination. Small business area that people will flock to like they do to
Nisswa. More artisan type stores.

7/11/2018 12:34 AM

280

I already have.

7/11/2018 12:30 AM

281

Use our assets in the outdoors. Better police protection, and getting better leadership and time
limits on political

7/11/2018 12:29 AM

282

Actually do something for once. Not just sit and say something is gonna happen. Get up and
actually be productive

7/11/2018 12:28 AM

283

Allow some expansion and growth. Maybe a new building or two.

7/11/2018 12:21 AM

284

More public city hearings

7/10/2018 11:46 PM

285

The community and leaders need to all work together on this!!!

7/10/2018 11:34 PM
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286

New leadership and changing old ideas.

7/10/2018 11:25 PM

287

More stores. Better and more sidewalks. More help for homeless youth

7/10/2018 11:10 PM

288

Gather folks who care and put on events for the community. No profit, just rebuild that
camaraderie that doesn’t exist now.

7/10/2018 11:09 PM

289

Listen to the people. Make a reasonable, community-based choices. Don’t let strong personalities
on city council override what’s good for people

7/10/2018 11:09 PM

290

Promote job growth within the technology areas. Embrace the rich history. Keep the schools top
notch.

7/10/2018 6:59 PM

291

Invest in old quit burning buildings down and building parking lots.

7/10/2018 4:41 PM

292

I recommend keeping the community interested locally and keeping the hard working people in
Brainerd. So many talented young workers men and women are being sent to help build other
communities. Stay up to date nationally and internationally. Keep information and education
flowing. Find a problem locally and find someone interested in solving it.

7/10/2018 1:43 PM

293

?

7/10/2018 12:12 PM

294

Keep working on long-range plans that provide trails, along with developing affordable housing.
Support tech businesses to locate here.

7/10/2018 12:09 PM

295

Stop bad-mouthing the downtown. Concentrate on the encouraging developments in the core city.

7/10/2018 9:31 AM

296

Business-government collaboration and engaging local citizens

7/9/2018 1:27 PM

297

Figure out how to attract people to spend money

7/7/2018 1:36 PM

298

Not sure

7/6/2018 6:19 PM

299

Downtown brewery, lots and lots and lots of murals, integrating natural habitat into its "pointless
parks" and into the urban landscape, river access, trail connectivity, re invite parks, prepare for
climate changes, brag about being the place to stay to enjoy the lakes and to relax after spending
time on the lakes. New shops and events that will bring people downtown.

7/5/2018 3:13 PM

300

BETTER JOBS, HOUSING, LESS PLACES TO GET DRUNK

7/4/2018 3:24 PM

301

Jobs! Limit bars. More local government jobs need to be created.

7/3/2018 9:58 PM

302

Stop getting in your own way. Develop an attitude of “how” / rather than a no attitude or a p&z roaf
block!

7/3/2018 9:12 PM

303

I don’t know that there is anything I’d suggest different then what is already being done.

7/3/2018 7:55 PM

304

keep what is working and stop focusing on the bad

7/3/2018 7:40 PM

305

Expect more of downtown property owners, you’ve got some slumlords there.

7/3/2018 7:28 PM

306

Everyone can do their part. Local agencies can look at their services to see where improvement is
needed.

7/3/2018 7:02 PM

307

The city needs a facelift. There needs to be a standard set and businesses and residents need to
be held accountable to maintain those standards. The city of Baxter has high standards and for
this reason, the population continues to grow and businesses continue to pop up throughout the
city. We need our community to be invested in the city, from taking pride in their own homes to
taking pride in the businesses that surround them by being regular patrons. The only way we can
do that is to enforce asthetic regulations which will be difficult as there will be a huge push back
from residents. But without standards, there is no pride, without pride there is no prosperity.

7/3/2018 5:25 PM

308

Make decisions to benefit THE PEOPLE WHO ARE HERE not decisions to attract tourists or some
mythical desirable citizen. 13,500 people already live here. The city government treats them like
shit and wonders why people don't want to be here.

7/3/2018 4:23 PM

309

Be unique! Don't complete with Baxter or St. Cloud, etc. There's a new push to develop the
Mississippi River area by the Riverfront Committee but they seem to lack that understanding that
that should have been done years ago before the land was bought and developed. Now is not the
time to come in and try to do it all, without any funding by the way.

7/3/2018 4:20 PM

310

change up council seats, and get driven folks that want their public to prosper and become the
vibrant city it once was

7/3/2018 4:18 PM

311

build upon assents, downtown beautifications, unique opportunities for recreation with city limits,

7/3/2018 12:27 PM
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